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TO 'THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


WILLIAM WYNDHAM, 


SECRETARY AT WAR, &c. &c, &c, 
SIR, 


It was with great fatisfaction that I learned from a 
Friend that you coincided with me in the opinion, that the 
information contained in this Performance would make a 
ufeful impreffien on the minds of my Countrymen. 

I have prefimed to infcribe it with your Name, that I 
may publicly expre/s the pleafure which T felt, when I found 
that neither a feparation for thirty years, nor the prefjure of 
the moft important bujfine/s, had effaced your kind remem- 
brance of a College Acquaintance, cr abated that obliging 
and polite attention with which you favoured me in thcfe 
early days of life. 

Lhe frizendfhip of the accomplifhed and the worthy is the 
higheft honour ; and to him who is cut cff, by want of health, 
Srom almif every other enjoyment, it is an inefimable blef- 

Jing. Accept, therefore, I prav, of my grateful acknow- 
ledgments, and of my earneft wifbes for your Heaith, Prof- 
perity, and increafing Honour. 

With feniiments of the greateft Effeem and Refpeét, 

I am, SIR, 
Your meft obedient, 
and moft humble Servent, 
JOHN ROBISON, 
EDINBURGH, 
Sepiember 5, 1767. 


QUOD fi quis vera vitam ratione gubernet, 

Divitie grandes homini funt, vivere parce 

Ægquo animo: neque enim eff unquam penuria parvi. 
At claros fe homines volucrunt atque potentes, 

Ut fundamento fiabili fortuna maneret, 

Et placidam pofjent opulenti degere vitam : 
Nequicquem,—queniam ad fuinmum fuccedere bonorem 
Certantes, iter infefium fecére vial, 

Et tomen è fummo quofi fulmen dejicit iftos 

Invidia interdum contempti in Tartara tetra, 


Ergo, Regibus cccifis, fubverfa jacebat 

Priftina majeftas filiorum, et feeptra fuperba ; 
Et cepitis [jummi preclarum infigne, cruentum, 
Sub pedibus volgi magnum lugebat bonorum : 
Nam cupidé conculcatur nimis ante metutum. 

Res itaque ad fummam facem, turbafque redibat, 
Tnperium fibi cum ac Jummaitin quifque petebat. 


LvucerErius, V. 1116. 


INTRODUCTION. 


BEING at a friend’s houfe in the country during 
fome part of the fummer 1795, I there faw a volume 
of a German periodical work, called Religions Bugeten— 

heiten, i, e. Religious Occurrences: in which “there 
was an account of the various {chifms in the Fraternity 
of Free Mafons, with frequent allufions to the origin 
and hiftory of that celebrated affociation. This ac- 
count interefted me a good deal, becaufe, in my 
early life, I had taken fome part in the occupations 
(fhall I call them) of Free Mafonry; and, having 
chiefly frequented the Ledges on the Continent, I had 
learned many doctrines, and feen many ceremonials 
which have no place in the fimpie fyitem of Free Ma- 
fonry which obtains tn this country. I had alfo re- 
marked, that the whole wes much more the obje& of 
reflection and thought tica I could remember it to 
have been among my acquaintances at home. There, 
Thad feen a Mafon Lode confidere.] merely as a prt- 
text for paffing an hour or two in a fort of decent cor- 
viviality, not altogether void of fome rational occupa- 
tion. T had fometimes heard of di@erences of doc- 
trines or of ceremonies, but in terms which marked 
them as mere frivolities. But, on the Continent, I 
found them matters of ferious cencern and debate. 


Such 
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Such too is the contagion of example, that I could not 
hinder myfelf from thinking one opinion better found 
ed, or one Ritual more appofice and fignificant than 
another ; and I even felt fomething like an anxiety for 
its being adopted, and a zeal for making it a general 
practice. I had been initiated in a very fplendid “Lodge 
at Liege, of which the Prince Bithop, his Trefonciers, 
and the chief Nobleffe of the State were members. I 
vifited the French Lodges at Valenciennes, at Bruficls, 
at Aix-la-Chapelle, at Berlin, and Keningfberg ; and 
I picked up fome printed difcourfes delivered by the 
Brother-orators of the Lodges. At St. Peterfburgh I 
connected myfelf with the Englifh Lodge, and occa- 
fionally vificed the German and Ruffian “Lodges held 
there. I found mytelf received with particular refpect 
as a Scotch Mafon, and as an Eleve of the Lodge de la 
Parfait Intelligence at Liege. 1 was importuned by 
perfons of the firft rank to purfue my mafonic career 
through many degrees unknown in this country. But 
all the fplendor and elegance that I faw could not con- 
ceal a frivolity in every part. It appeared a bafelefs 
fabric, and I could not think of engaging in an occu- 
pation which would confume much time, coft me a 
good deal of money, and might perhaps excitein me 
fome of that fanaticif{m, or at leaf, enthufiafm, tharI 
faw in others, and perceived to be void of any rational 
fupport. Itherefore remained in the Englifh Lodge, 
contented with the rank of Scotch Malter, which was 
ina manner forced on me in a private Lodge of French 
Mafons, but is not given inthe Englifh Lodge. My 
mafonic rank admitted me to a very elegant entertain- 
ment in the female Loge dela Fidelité, where every ce- 
remonial was compofed in the higheft degree of ele- 
gance, and every thing conducted with the moft deli- 
eate refpect for our fair fiters, and the old fong of bro- 
therly love was chanted in the moft refined ftrain of 

fentiment. 
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fentiment. I do not fuppofe that the Parifian Free Ma- 
fonry of forty-five degrees could give me more enter- 
tainment. I had profited fo much by it, that I had 
the honour of being appointed the Brother-orator, In 
this office I gave fuch fatisfaétion, that a worthy Bro- 
ther fent me at midnight a box, which he committed 
to my care, as a perfon far advanced in mafonic {cience, 
zealoufly attached to the order, and therefore a fit de- 
pofitory of important writings. I learned next day 
that this gentleman had found it convenient to leave the 
empire in a hurry, but taking with him the funds ofan 
eftablifhmentof which her Imperial Majefty had made 
him the manager. I wasdefiredto keep thefe writings till 
he fhould fee me again. Iobeyed. About ten years 
afterward I faw the gentleman on the ftreet in Edin- 
burgh, converfing with a foreigner. As I pafled by 
him, I faluted him foftly in the Ruffian language ; but 
without ftopping, or looking him direétly in the face, 
He coloured, but made no return. I endeavoured, in 
vain, to meet with him, wifhing to make a proper re- 
turn for much civility and kindnefs which I had receiv- 
ed from him in his own country. 

Tnow confidered the box as acceffible to myfelf, and 
opened it. I found it to contain all the degrees of the 
Parfait Maçon Ecoflois, with the Rituals, Catechifms, 
and Inftructions, and alfo four other degrees of Free 
Mafonry, as cultivated in the Parifian Lodges. I have 
kept them with all care, and mean togive them to fome 
refpectable Lodge. But as] am bound by no engage- 
ment of any kind, I hold myfelf at liberty to make 
fuch ufe of them as may be ferviceable to the public, 
without enabling any uninitiated perfon to enter the 
Lodges of thefe degrees. 

This acquifition might have roufed my former relifh 
for mafonry, had it been merely dormant; but, after fo 
long feparation from the Lodge de la Fidelité, the mafo- 
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nic ipiit had evaporated. Some curiofity however re- 
mained, and fome wifh to trace this plattic myftery to 
the pit from which the clay had been dug, which has 
been moulded into fo many different fhapes, “ fome to 
e henour, and fome todifienour.”” But my opportu- 
nities were now gone. I have given away (when in 
Ruftia) my volumes of difcourtes, and fome far-fetched 
and eee be hittories, and nothing remained but the 
pitiful work of Anderfon, and the Maçonaerie Adonbi- 
pamigre de wotlee, which are in every one’s hands. 
hy curiofity was ftrongly roufed by the accounts 
given in the Keli Toms Besebeitbeiten. There I faw quo- 
tations without number ; fytems and fchifms of which 
Thad never heard ; but what particularly ftruck me 
was a zealand a fanaticifim about what I thought trifles, 
which aftonifhed me, Men of rank and fort tune, and 
engaged in fericus and honourable public employments, 
not only fre -queniing the Lodges of the cities where 
they ref fided, eut j journeying from one end of Germany 
or rence tothe other, to: vilit new Lodges, or to learn 
new feercts or new doétrines. I faw conventions held 
at Winnaar, at Witbad, at Kohlo, ac Bruntwick, and at 
Wiliemibad, confilang of fome hundreds of perfons of 
retpectadle fiations. I few adventurers coming toa 
city, profefiing fume new fecret, and in a few. days 
forming new Lodges, and inflruéting in a troublefome 
and expenfive manner hundreds of brethren. 
German 3 Mafonry appeared avery ferious concern, 
and to beimpiic sted with other fubjeéts with which I 
had never futpected it to have any connection. I faw 
it muci ronn nelke with many occurrences and fchifms 
in the Chiritian church; I faw that the Jefuits had 
feveral times arrei init; and that moft of the ex- 
ceptionabie innovations and diffentions had arifen sore 
the time that the order of Leyla was fuppreffed ; 
that it Should feem, that thefe intriguing brethren had 
attempted 
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attempted to maintain their influence by the help of 
Free Mafonry. Ifaw it much difturbed by the myftical 
whims of J. Behmen and Swedenborg—by the fanatical 
and knavifh doctrines of the modern Refycrucians—by 
Magicians—Magnetifers—Exorcifts, &c. And I ob- 
ferved that thefe different fects reprobated each other, 
as notonly maintaining erroneous opinions, but even in- 
culcating opinions which were contrary to the eftablifh- 
ed religions of Germany, and contrary to the princi- 
ples of the civil eftablifhments. At-the fame time 
they charged each other with miftakes and corruptions, 
both in doétrine and in practice ; and particularly with 
falfification of the firfl principles of Free Mafonry, 
and with ignorance of its origin and its hiftory ; and 
they fupported thefe charges by authorities from many 
different books which were unknown to me. 
My curicfity was now greatly excited. I got from 
a much refpected friend many of the preceding vo- 
lumes of the Religions Begebenbeiten, in hopes of ‘much 
information from the patient induftry of German eru- 
diton. This opened a new and very interefting 
fcenz; I was frequently fent back to England, from 
whence all agreed that Free Mafonry had been im- 
ported into Germany. I wes frequently led into 
France and into Italy. There, and more remarkably 
in France, I found that the Lodges had become the 
haunts of many projeftors and fanatics, both in fci- 
ence, in religion, and in politics, who'had availed 
themfelves of the fecrecy and the freedom of fpeech 
maintained in thefe meetings, to broach their parti- 
cular whims or fufpicicus doétrines, which, if publith- 
ed te the world in the ufual manner, would have 
expofed the authors to ridicule or to cenfure. Thefe 
projectors had contrived to tag their peculiar no- 
ftrums to the mummery of Mafonry, ¢ and were even 
allowed to twit the mafonic emblems and ceremonies 
B ta 
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to their purpofe ; fo that in their hands Free Mafonry 
became a thing totally unlike, and almoft in direct 
oppofition to the fyftem (if it may get fuch a name) 
imported from England; and fome Loages had be- 
come fchools of irreligion and licentioufneis. 

No nation in modern times has fo particularly 
turned its attention to the cultivation of every thing 
that is rehned or ornamental as France, and it has 
long been the refort of all who hunt after entertain- 
ment in ics molt refined.form ; the French have come 
to confider themfelves as the inftruétors of the world 
in every thing that ornaments life, and feeling them- 
felyes received as Iuch, they have formed their man- 
ners accordingly—full of the moft condefcending com- 
plailance to all who acknowledge their fuperiority. De- 
lighted, in a high degree, wiih this office, they have 
become zeslous miffionaries cf refinement in every de- 
partment of human purfuit, and have reduced their 
apoftolic employment to a fyftem, which they profe- 
cute with ardour and delight. This is not groundlefs 
declamation, but fober hiftorical truth. It was the 
profefied aim (and it was a magnificent and wife aim) 
of the great Colbert, to make the court of Louis XIV. 
the fountain of human refinement, and Paris the Athens 
of Europe. We need only look, in the prefent day, 
at the plunder of Italy by the French army, to be 
convinced that their low-born generals and ftatefmen 
have in this refpect the fame notions with the Colberts 
and the Richlicus. 

I know no fubjeét in which this aim at univerfal in- 
fluence on the opinions ef men, by holding themfelves 
forth as the models of excellence and elegance, is more 
clearly feen than in the care that they have been pleafed 
to take of Free Mafonry. It feems indeed peculiarly 
fuiced to the talents and tafte of that vain and ardent 
people. Bafelefs and frivolous, it admits of ereng 
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form that Gallic refinement can invent, to recommend 
it to the young, the gay, the luxurious; that clafs of 
fociety which alone deferves theig caré, becaufe, in 
one way or another, it leads all other clafits of fociety. 

It has accordingly happened, that the homely Free 
Mafonry imported from England has been totaliy 
changed in every country of Europe either by the im- 
pofing afcendency of French brethren, who are to be 
found every where, ready to inftruét the world; or by 
the importation of the doctrines, and ceremonies, and 
ornaments of the Parifian Lodges. Even England, 
the birth-place of Mafonry, has experienced the French 
innovations; and all the repeated injunctions, admo- 
nitions, and reproofs of the old Lodges, cannot pre- 
vent thofe in different parts of the kingdom from ad- 
mitting the French novelties, full of tinfel and glitter, 
and high-founding titles, 

Were this all, the harm would not be great. But 
long before good opportunities had occurred for fpread- 
ing the refinements on the fimple Free Mafonry of 
England, the Lodges in France had become places of 
very ferious difcuffion, where opinions in morals, in 
religion, and in politics, had been promulgated and 
maintained with a freedom and a keennels, of which 
we in this favoured land have no adequate notion, be- 
caule we are unacquainted with the reftraints which, 
in other countries, are laid on ordinary converfation. 
In confequence of this, the French innovations in 
Free Matonry were quickly followed in all parts of 
Europe, by the admiffion of fimilar difcuffions, al- 
though in direct oppofition to a ftanding rule, and a 
declaration made to every newly received Brother, 
“ that nothing touching the religion or government 
« fhall ever be fpoken of in the Lodge.” But the 
Lodges in other countries followed the example of 
France, and have frequently become the rendezvo :s 
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of innovators in religion and politics, and other dif- 
turbers of the public peace. In fhort, I have found 
that the covert of a Mafon Lodge had been employed 
in every country for venting and propagating fenti- 
ments in religion and pol itics, that could not have cir- 
culated in public without expofing the author to great 
danger. I found, that this impunity had gradually 
encouraged men of licentious principles to become 
more bold, and to teach doétrines fubverfive of all 
our notions’of morality—of all our confidence in the 
moral government of the univerfe—of all our hopes 
of improvement in a future ftate of exiftence—and of 
all fatisfaction and contentment with our prefent life, 
fo long as we live in a ttate of civil fubordination, I 
have been able co trace thefe attempts, made, through 
a courfe of fifty years, under the fpecious pretext of 
enlightening the world by the torch of philotcphy, and 
of difpelling the clouds of civil and religious fuperfti- 
tion which keep the nations of Europe in darknefs and 
Navery. I have obferved thefe doétrines gradually 
diffufing and mixing with all the different fyflems of 
Free Mafonry; till, at laft, an ASSOCIATION HAS 
BEEN FORMED for the exprefs purpofe of ROOTING OUT 
ALL THE RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, AND OVER- 
TURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF 
Europe. I have feen this Affociation exerting itfelr 
zealoufly and fy{tematically, rill it has become almoft 
irrefiftible: And I have ften that the molt active lead- 
ersinthe French Revclution were members of this 
Affociation, and conducted their Art movements ac- 
cording to its principles, and by means of its inftruc- 
tions and afiiitance, formally requefted and obtained: 
And, lattly, I have feen that this Affociation fill ex- 
ifts, Rill works in fecret, and that not only feveral 
appearances among ourfelves fhow that its emiffaries 
are endeavouring to propagate their detettable doc- 
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trines among us, but that the Affociation has Ledges 
in Britain correfponding wich the mother Lodge at 
Munich ever fince 1784. 

If all this were a matter of mere curiofity, and fuf- 
ceptible of no good uft, it would have been better to 
have kept it to myíeif, than to diiturb my neighbours 
with the knowledge of a ftate of things which they 
cannot amend. Butif it fhall appear that the minds 
of my countrymen are mifled in the very fame manner 
as were thofe of our continental neighbours—if I can 
fhow that the reafonings which make a very ftrong im- 
preffion on fome perfons in this country are the fame 
which actually produced the dangerous affociation in 
Germany; and that they had this unhappy influence 
fglely becaufe they were thought tobe fincere, and 
the expreffions of the fentiments of the fpeakers—if I 
can fhow that this was all a cheat, and that the Lead- 
ers of this Affociation difbelieved every word that they 
uttered, and every doctrine that they taught; and that 
their real intention was to aboli® e religion, overturn 
every government, and make the world a general 
plunder and a wreck—if I can flow, that the princi- 
ples which the Founder and Leaders of this Affociation 
held forth as the perfection cf human virtue, and the 
moft powerful and efficacious for forming the minds of, 
men, and making them goed and happy, had no in- 
fluence on the Founder and Leaders -themfelves, and 
that they were, almott without exception, the moft in- 
fignificant, worthlefs, and profligate of men; I cannot 
but think, that fuch information will make my coun- 
trymen hefitate a little, and receive with caution, and 
even diftruft, addreffes and inftruétions which flatter 
our felf-conceit, and which, by buoying us up with 
the gay profpect of what ‘cems attainable by a change, 
may make us difcontented with our prefent condition, 
and ferget that there never was 2 government on earth 

where 
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where the people of a great and luxurious nation en- 
joyed fo much freedom and fecurity in the poffeffion 
of every thing that is dear and valuable. ' 

When we fee that thefe boafted principles had not 
that effect on the Leaders which they aflert to be their 
native, certain, and inevitable confequences, we fhall 
diflruft the fine defcriptions of the happinefs chat 
fhould refult from fuch a change. And when we fee 
that the methods which were practifed by this Affoci- 
ation for the exprefs purpofe of breaking all the bands 
of fociety, were employed folely in order that the 
Leaders might rule the world with uncontroulabie 
power, while all the reft, even of the affociated, fhould 
be degraded in-their own eflimation, corrupted in their 
principles, and employed as mere tools of the ambition 
of their unknown fuperiors ; furely a free-born Briton 
will not hefitate to rejećt at once, and without any far- 
ther examination, a plan fo big with mifchief, fo dif- 
graceful to its underling adherents, and fo uncertain in 
its iffue. 

Thefe hopes have induced me to lay before the 
public a fhort abftract of the information which I think 
I have received, It will be fhort, but I hope fufficient 
for eftablifhing the fact, that this deteftable Affociation 
exifis, and its emifjaries are bufy among ourfelves. 

I was not contented with the quotations which I 
found in the Religions Begebenheiten, but procured 
from abroad fome of the chief writings from which 
they are taken. This both gave me confidence in the 
quotations from books which I could not procure, and 
furnifhed me with more materials. Much, however, 
remains untold, richly deferving the attention of all 
thofe who feel themfelves difpofed to liften to the tales 
of a poffible happinefs that may be enjoyed in a fociety 
where all the magiftrates are wife and juft, and all the 
people are honeft and kind. | 
I hope 


INTRODUCTION, I$ 


I hope that I am honeft and candid. Ihave been 
at all pains to give the true fenfe of the authors. My 
knowledge of the German language is but {canty, buc 
I have had the affiftance of friends whenever I was in 
doubt. In compreffing into one paragraph what I 
have colicéted from many, I have, as much as I was 
able, ftuck to the words of the author, and have been 
anxious to give his precife meaning. I doubt not but 
that I have fometimes failed, and will receive correc- 
tion with deference. Jentreat the reader not to expect 
a piece of good literary compofition. Iam very fen- 
fible that it is far from it—it is written during bad 
health, when I am not at eafe—and I wilh to conceal 
my name—but my motive is, without the fmalictt 
mixture of another, to do fome good in the only way 
I am able, and I think that what I fay will come with 
better grace, and be received with more confidence, 
than any anonymous publication. Of thefe I am now 
molt heartily fick. Ithrow myfeif on my country with 
a free heart, and I bow with deference to its decifion. 

The affociation of which Ihave been {peaking is the 
Order of ILLUMINATI, founded, in 1775, by Dr. 
Adam Weifhaupt, profeffor of Canon Jaw in the uni- 
verfity of Ingolitadt, and abolifhed in 1786 by the 
Elector of Bavaria, but revived immediately after, un- 
der another name, and ina different form, all over 
Germany. It was again detected, and feeminely bro- 
ken up ; but it had by this time taken fo deep root 
thar it Mill fubfifts without being detected, and has 
fpread into all the countries of Europe. It took its 
firit rife among the Free Malons, but is totally dif- 
ferent from Free Mafonry. It was not, however, the 
mere protection gained by the fecrecy of the Lodges 
that gave occafion to it, but it arofe naturally from 
the corruptions that had gradualiy crept into that fra- 
ternity, the violence of the party fpirit which pervaded 
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it, and from the total uncertainty and darknefs that 
hangs over the whole of that mylfterious Affociation. 
It is neceffary, therefore, to give fome account of the 
innovations that have been introduced into Free Ma- 
fonry from the time that it made its appearance on the 
continent of Europe asa myftica! fociety, pofltffing 
fecrets different from thofe of the mechanical employ- 
ment whofe name it affumed, and thus affor.ing en- 
terrainment and otcupation to paan of all ranks and 
profeffions. It is by no means intended to give a hif- 
tory of Free Mafonry. This wouid lead to a very long 
difcuffion. The patient indultry of German ceru: lition 
has been very ferioufly employed on this fubject, and 
many performances have been publithed, of which 
jome account is given in the different volumes of che 
Religions Begebenheiten, particularly in thofe for 17 779) 
1785, and 1786. It is evident, trom the nature of che 
thing, that they cannot be very initructive to the pub- 
lic ; becaufe the obligation of fecrecy refpeéting the 
Important matters which are the very fuljects of de- 
bate, prevents the author from giving that full infor- 
mation that is required from an hiftorian ; and the wri- 
ters have not, in general, been pericns qualified for 
the tafk. Scanty erudition, credulity, and enthufiafm, 
appear in almoft all their writings; and they have 
neither attempted to remove the heap of rubbifh with 
which Anderfon kas es Pe his Con/titutions of Free 
Mafonry, (the bafis of mafonic hiftory,) nor to avail 
themfelves of informations which hiftory really aiords 
to a fober enquirer. Their Royal art muft never for- 
footh appear in a ftate of infancy or childhood, like all 
other human acquirements ; and therefore, when they 
cannot give praos of its exiftence in a ftate of manhood, 
poffeffed of all its myfterious treafures, they fuppofe 
whar they do not Re, and tay that they are concealed by 
the oath of fecrecy. Of fuch infraction I can make 
no 
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noufe, even if I were difpofed to write ahiftory of the 
Fraternity. I fhall content myfelf with an account of 
fuch particulars as are admitted by all the mafonic 
parties, and which illuftrate or confirm my general pro- 
pofition, making fuch ufe of the accounts of the higher 
degrees in my poffeffion asI can without admitting the 
profane intotheir Lodges. Being under no tie of fe- 
crecy with regard to thefe, I am with-held by difcretion 
alone from putting the public in poffeffion of all their 
myfteries, 
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A CONSPIRACY, &c. 


CHAR. T 
Schifms in Free Mafonry. 


"TT HERE is undoubtedly a dignity in the art of build- 
ing, or in architecture, which no other art poffeffes, and 
this, whether we confider it in its rudeft ftate, occu- 
pied in raifing a hut, or as practifed in a cultivated 
nation, in the erection of a magnificent and ornament- _ 
‘ed temple. As the arts in general improve in any 
nation, this muft always maintain its pre-eminence ; 
for it employs them all, and no man can be eminent 
as an architect who does not poffefs a confiderable 
knowledge of almoft every fcience and art already cul- 
tivated in his nation. His great works are undertak- 
ings of the moft ferious concern, conneét him with 
the public, or with the rulers of the ftate; and attach 
to him the praétitioners of other arts, who are occu- 
pied in executing his orders: His works are the ob- 
jects of public attention, and are not the tranfient fpec- 
tacles of the day, but hand down to pofterity his in- 
vention, 
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vention, his knowledge, and his tafte. No wonder 
then that he thinks highly of his profeffion, and that 
the public fhould acquiefce in his pretenfions, even 
when in fome degree extravagant. 

It is not at all furprifing, therefore, that the incor- 
porated architeéts in all cultivated nations fhould arro- 
gate to themfelves a pre-eminence over the fimilar af- 
fociations of other tradefmen.- We find traces of this 
in the rémoteft antiquity. The Dionyfiacs of Afia 
Minor were undoubtedly an affociation of architects 
and engineers, who had the exclufive privilege of build- 
ing temples, ftadia, and theatres, under the myfterious 
tutelage of Bacchus, and diftinguifhed from the unin- 

‘tiated or profane inhabitants by the {cience which they 
poffeffed, and by many private figns and tokens, by 
which they recognifed each other. This affociation 
came into Ionia from Syria, into which country it had 
come from Perfia, along with that ftyle of architecture 
that we call Grecian. ‘We are alfo certain that there 
was a fimilar trading affociation, during the dark ages, 
in Chriftian Europe, which monopolized the building 
of great churches and caftles, working under the patro- 
nage and protection of the Sovereigns and Princes of 
Europe, and poffefling many privileges. Circum- 
{tances, which it would be tedious to enumerate and 
difcufs, continued this affociativun later in Britain than 
on the Continent. 

But it is quite uncertain when and why perfons wha 
were not builders by profeffion firit fought admiffion 
into this Fraternity. he firft diftinét and unequivocal 
inftance that we have of this is the admiffion of Mr. 
Afhmole, the famous antiquary, in 1648, into a Lodge 
at Warrington, along with his father-in law Colonel 
Mainwaring. It is not improbable thac the covert of 
fecrecy in thofe affemblies had made them courted by 
the Royalifts, as occafions of mecting. Nay, the Ri- 

tual 
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tual of the Mafter’s degree feems to have been formed, 
or perhaps twifted from its original inftitution, fo as to 
give an opportunity of founding the political princi- 
ples of the candidate, and of the whole Brethren pre- 
fedt For it bears {o eafy an adaption to the death of 
e King, to the overturning of the venerable confti- 
tution of the Englifh government of three orders by a 
mean democracy, and its re-eftablifhment by the ef- 
forts of the loyalifts, that this would ftart into every 
perfon’s mind during the ceremonial, and could hard- 
ly fail to how, by the countenances and behaviour of 
the Brethren, how they were affected. I recommend 
this'hint to the confideration of the Brethren. I have 
met with many particular facts, which convince me 
that this ufe had been made of the meetings of Ma- 
fons, and that at this time the Jefuits interfered conf- 
derably, infinuatine themfelves into the Lodges, and 
contributing to encreafe that religious myfticifm that is 
to be obferved in all the ceremonies of the order. 
This fociety is well known to have put on every fhape, 
and to have made ufe of every mean that could pro- 
mote the power and influence of the order. And we 
know that at this time they were by no means with- 
out hopes of re-eftablifhing the dominion of the 
Church ‘of Rome in England. Their fervices were 
not fcrupled at by the diftreffed royalifts, even fuch 
as were Proteftants, while they were highly prized by 
the Sovereign. We alfo know that Charles II. was 
made a Mafon, and frequented the Lodges. It is not 
‘unlikely, that befides the amufement of a vacant hour, 
which was always agreeable to him, he had pleafure in 
the meeting with his loyal friends, and in the occupa- 
tions of the Lodge, which recalled to his mind their 
attachment and fervices. His brother and fucceffor 
James II. was of a more ferious and manly caft of 
mind, and had little pleafure in the frivolous ceremo- 
njes 
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monies of Mafonry. - He did not frequent the Lodges. 
But, by this time, they were the refort of many perfons 
who were not of the profeffion, or members of the 
trading corporation, ‘This circumftance, in all proba- 
bility, produced the denominations of Free and Ac- 
CEPTED. A perfon'who -has the privilege of working 
at any incorporated trade, is {aid to be a freeman of 
that trade.. Others were accepted as Brethren, and ad- - 
mitted to a kind of honorary freedom, as is the cafe in 
many other trades and incorporations, without having 
(as far as we can learn for certain) a legal title to earn 
a livelihood by the exercile of it, > 
The Lodges being in this manner frequented by për- 
fons of various profeffions, and in various ranks of civil 
fociety, it cannot be fuppofed that the employment in 
rhofe meetings related entirely to the oftenfible pro- 
feffion of Mafonry. We have no authentic informa- 
tion by which the public can form any opinion about it: 
Jc wes not till fome years after this period that the 
Lodges made open profefion of the cultivation of ge- 
neral benevolence, and that the grand aim of the Fra- 
ternity was to enforce the exercife of all the focial vir- 
res. Itis not unlikely that this was an after-thought. 
The political purpofes of the affociation being once 
obtained, the converfation and occupations of the 
members muft take fome particular turn, in order to 
be generally acceptable. “Lhe eftablifhment of a fund 
for the relief of unfortunate Brethren did not take place 
till che very end of laft century ; and we may prefume 
that ic was brought about by the warm recommenda- 
tions of fome benevolent members, who would na- 
turally enforce it by addrefies to their affembled Bre- 
thren. This is the probable origin of thofe philan- 
thropic difcourfes which were delivered in the Lodges 
by one of the Brethren as an official tafk. Brotherly 
love was the general topic, and this, with great pro- 
priety, 
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priety, when we confider'the object aimed at in thofe- 
addreffes. Nor was this object altogether a novelty. 
For while the manners of fociety were yet but rude, 
Brother Mafons, who were frequently ‘led by their 
employment far from home and from’ their friends, 
ftood in need of fuch helps, and might be greatly be- 
nefited by fuch an inftitution, which gave them in- 
troduction and citizenfhip wherever they went, anda 
right to fhare in the charitable contributions of Bre- 
thren who were ftrangers to them. Other incorporat- 
ed trades had. fimilar provifions for their poor. Buc 
their poor were townfmen and neighbours, well known 
to them. There was more perfuafion neceffary in this 
Fraternity, where the objects of our immediate bene- 
ficence were not of our acquaintance. But when the 
Lodges confifted of many who were not Mafons, and 
who had no particular claim to good offices from a 
{tranger, and their number might be great, it is evi- 
dent that ftronger perfuafions were now neceffary, and 
that every topic of philanthropy muft now be employ - 
ed. When the funds became confiderable, the effects 
naturally took the public eye, and recommended the 
Sociéty to notice andrefpect. And now the Brethren 
were induced to dwell on the fame topic, to join in 
the commendations beftowed on the Society, and to 
fay that univerfal beneficence was the great aim of the 
Order. And this is all that could be faid in public, 
without infringing the obligation to fecrecy. The in- 
quifitive are always prying and teazing, and this is the 
only point on which a Brother is at liberty to fpeak. 
He will therefore do it with affectionate zeal, till per- 
haps he has heated his own fancy a little, and ever- 
looks the inconfiftency of this univerfal beneticence 
and philanthropy with the exclufive and monopolizing 
fpirit of an Affociation, which not only confines its 
benevolence to its own Members, (like any other cha- 

ritabie 
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ritable affociation,) but hoards up in its bofom inefti- 
mable fecrets, whofe natural tendency, they fay, is to 
form the heart to this generous and kind conduct, and 
infpire us with love to all mankind. The profane | 
world cannot fee the beneficence of concealing from 
public view a principle or a motive which fo power- 
fully induces a Mafon to be good and kind. The 
Brother fays that publicity would rob it of its force, 
and we muft take him at his word; and our curiofity 
is fo much the more excited to learn what are the fe- 
crets which have fo fingular a quality. 

Thus did the Fraternity conduct themfelves, and thus 
were they confidered by the public, when it was carried 
over from England to the continent ; and here it is to 
be particularly remarked that all our Brethren abroad 
profeis to have received the Myftery of Free Mafonry: 
from Britain. This is furely a puzzle in the hiftory ;. 
and we muft leave it to others to reconcile this with the 
repeated affertions in Anderfon’s book of Conttituti- 
ons, “ That the Fraternity exifted all over the World,” 
and the numberlefs examples which he adduces of its 
exertions in other countries; nay, with his repeated 
affertions, © that it frequently was near perifhing in 
“ Britain, and that our Princes were obliged to fend 
“ to France and other countries, for leading men, to 
“c reftore it to its former energy among us.” We 
fhall find by and by that it is not a point of mere hifto- 
rical curiofity, but that much hinges on it. 

In the mean time, let us juft remember, that the 
plain tale of Brotherly love had been polifhed up to 
protettations of univerfal benevolence, and had taken 
place of loyalty and attachment to the unfortunate Fa- 
mily of Stuart, which was now totally forgotten in the 
Enelifh Lodges. The Revolution had taken place, 
and King James, with many of his moft zealous adhe- 


rents, had taken refuge in France. 
But 
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But they took Free Mafonry with them to the con- 
tinent, where it was immediately received by the 
French, and was cultivated with great zeal in a man- 
ner fuited to the tafte and habits of that highly polifhed 
people: The Lodges in France naturally became the 
rendezvous of the adherents to the exiled King, and 
the means of carrying on a correfpendence with their 
friends in England. At this time alfo the Jefuits took 
a more active hand in Free Mafonry than ever. ‘They 
infinuated themfelves into the Enelifh Lodges, where 
they were careffed by the Catholics, who panted after 
the re-eftablifhment of their faith, and tolerated by 
the Proteftant royalifts, who thought no conceffion too 
great a compenfation for their fervices. At this time 
changes were made in feme of the Mafonic fymbols, 
particularly in the tracing of the Lodge, which bear 
evident marks of Jefuitical interference. 

Tt was in the Lodge held at St. Germain’s that the 
degree of Chevalier Maçon Ecofftis was added to the 
three sYMBOLICAL degrees of Englith Mafonry. The 
conftitution, as imported, appeared too coarfe for the 
refined tafte of our neighbours, and they muft make 
Mafonry more like the occupation of a gentleman. 
Therefore, the Enalifh degrees of Apprentice, Fellow- 
craft, and Mafter, were called /ymboliccl, and the whole 
contrivance was confidered either as typical of fome- 
thing more elegant, or as a preparation for it, The 
degrees afterwards fuperadded to this leave usin doubt 
which of thefe views the French entertained of our 
Malonry. Butat all events, this rank of Scotch Knight 
was called the frf degree of the Macon Parfait. There 
is a device belonging to this Lodge which deferves no- 
tice. A lion, wounded by an arrow, and elcaped 
from the ftake to which he had been bound, with che 

roken rope ftill about his neck, is reprefented lying 
at the mouth of a cave, and occupied with mathema- 
D tical 
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tical inftruments which are lying near him. A broken 
crown lies at the foot of the ftake. There can be lit- 
tle doubt bur that this emblem alludes to the dethrone- 
ment, the captivity, the efcape, and the afylum of 
James II. and his hopes of re-ettablifhment by the help 
of the loyal Brethren. This emblem is worn as the 
gorget of the Scotch Knight. It is not very certain, 
however, when this degree was added, whether im- 
mediately after king Jamcs’s Abdication, or about the 
time of the attempt co fet his fon on the Brittih Throne. 
But ic is certain, that in 1776, this and fill higher de- 
grees of Mafonry were much in vogue in the Court of 
France. The refining genius of the French, and their 
love of fhow, made the humble denominations of the 
Englifh Brethren difgufting; and their paffion for mi- 
litary rank, the only character that connected them 
with the court of an abfolute monarch, made them 
adapt Free Mafonry to the fame Icale of public eftima- 
tion, and invent ranks of Megans Chevaliers, ornament- 
ed with titles, and ribands, and fiars. Thefe were 
highly relifhed by that vain people; and the price of 
reception, which was very high, became a rich fund, 
that was generally applied to relieve the wants of the 
banifhed Britifh and Irifh adherents of the unfortunate 
Family who had taken refuge among them. Three 
new degrees, of Novice, Eleve, and Chevalier, were 
ioon added, and the Parfait Mcgor had now feven re- 
ceptions to go through, for each of which a handfome 
contribution was made. Afterwards, when the firft 
beneficent purpofe of this contribution ceafed to exift, 
the finery that now glitcered in all the Lodges made a 
{till more craving demand for reception-money, and 
Jrgenuity was fet to work to invent new baits for the 
Parfait Mcgin. More degrees of chivalry were added, 
interfperfed with degrees of Fhilcfephe, Pellerin, Clair- 
vcyant, &c. &c. till fome Parikan Lodges had forty- 

five 
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five ranks of Mafonry, having fifteen orders of chi- 
valry. Fora Knighthood, with a Riband and a Star, 
was a denne beuche, given at every third ftep. For a 
long while thefe degrees of chivalry proceeded on fome 
faint analogies with feveral orders of chivalry which 
had been erected in Europe. All of thefe had fome 
reference to fume myftical doctrines of the Chriftian 
church, and were, in fact, contrivances of the Church 
of Rome for fecuring and extending her influence on 
the Jaymen of rank and fortune, whom fhe retained in 
her fervice by thefe play-things. The Knights Tem- 
piars of Jerufalem, and the Knights of the Defert, 
whofe office it was to protect pilgrims, and to defend 
the holy city, afforded very apt models for Mafonic 
mimicry, becaufe the Temple of Solomon, and the 
Holy Sepulchre, always fhared the fame fate. Many 
contefted deétrines of the theologians had alfo their 
Chevaliers to defend them. 

In all this progreffive mummery we fee much of the 
hand of the Jefuits, and it would feem that it was en- 
couraged by the church. Buta thing happened which 
might eafily have been forefeen. The Lodges had 
become familiar with this kind of invention; the pro- 
feffed object of many real Orders of Knighthood was 
often very whimfical, or very refined and far-fetched, 
and it required all the fineffe of the clergy to give to 
it fome fight connection with religion or morality. 
The Mafons, protected by their fecrecy, ventured to 
go farther. The declamations in the lodges by the 
Brother orator, muft naturally refembie che compofi- 
tions of the ancient fophifts, and confiit of wire-drawn 
differcations on the foctal duties, where every thing is 
amplified and {trained to hyperbole, in their far-fetched 
and fanciful explanations ofthe fymbols of Mafonry.T hus 
accuftemed to allegory, to fiction, to fine fe, and to a fort 
of innocent hypecrify by which they cajoled themfelves 

i inte 
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into a motion that this child’s-play had at bottom a 
ferious and important meaning, the zealous champions 
of Free Mafonry found no inclination to check this 
inventive {pirit or circumlcribe its flights. Under the 
protection of Mafonic fecrecy, they planned fchemes 
of a diferent kind, and inftead of more Orders of 
Chivalry directed againft the enemies of their faith, 
they formed affociations in oppofition to the ridiculous 
and oppreffive ceremonies and fuperftitions of the 
church. There can be no doubt, that in thofe hidden 
afiemblies, a free communication of fentiment was 
highly rehfhed and much indulged. It was foon fuf- 
pected that fuch ufe was made of the covert of a Mafon 
Lodge; and the church dreaded the conlequences, 
and endeavoured to fupprefs the Lodges. But in vain. 
And when it was found, that even auricular confeftion, 
and the {piritual chreatenings of the church, could not 
make the Brethren break their oath of fecrecy; a full 
confidence in their fecurity made thefe free-chinking 
Brethren bring forward, with all the eagernefs of a 
miffionary, fuch fentiments as they were afraid to ha- 
zard in ordinary tociety. This was long fufpected ; 
but the rigours of the church only ferved to knit the 
Brethren more firmly together, and provoked them to 
a more eager exercile of their bold criticifms. The 
Lodges became fchools of fcepticifm and infidelity, 
and the fpirit of converficn or profelytifm grew every 
day ftronger. Cardinal Dubois had before ‘this time 
Jaboured with all his might to corrupt the minds of 
the courtiers, by patromfing, direétly and indirectly, 
all {ceptics who were otherwife men of talents. He 
gave the young courtiers to underftand, that if he 
fheuld obtain the reins of government, they fhould be 
entirely freed from the bigotry of Louis XIV. and the 
opprefiien of the church, and fhould have the free in- 
dulgence cf their inclinations. His own plans were 


difap- 
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difappointed by his death; but the Regent Orleans 
‘as equally indulgent, and in a few years there 
wes hardly a man in France who pretended know- 
ledge and reflection, who did nor laugh at all reli- 
gion. Amidft the almoft infinite number of publi- 
cations from the French preffes, there is hardly a do- 
zen to be found where the author attempts to vindicate 
religion from the charges of univerfal fuperftition and 
falichood. And it muft be acknowledged that little 
elfe was to be feen in the eftablifhed religion of the 
kingdom. The people found nothing in Chriftianity 
bur a never-ceafing round of infignificant and trouble- 
fome ceremonies, which confumed their time, and 
furnifhed a fund for fupporting a fet of lordly and op- 
preffive dignitaries, who declared in che plaineft man- 
nèr their own difbelief of their religion, by their total 
difregard of common decency, by their continual refi- 
dence at court, and by abfolute neelect, and even the 
moft haughty and oppreffive treatment of the only part 
of their order that took any concern about the religious 
fentiments of the nation, namely the Curés or parifh- 
priefts. The monks appeared only as lazy drones ; but 
the parifh-priefts inftruéted the people, vifited the fick, 
reconciled the offender and the offended, and were the 
great mediators between the landlords and their vaf- 
fals, an ofice which endeared them more to the peo- 
ple than ali the other circumftances of their profeffion, 
And it is remarkable, that in all the licentious writings 
and bitrer fatirical tales of the philofophic freethink- 
ers, fuch as Voltaire, who never fails to have a taunting 
hit at the clergy, the Curéis generally an amiable perfon- 
age, a charitable man, a friend to the poor andunfor- 
tunate, a peace-maker, and a man of piety and worth. 
Yet chele men were kept in a {tate of the moft flavifh 
and cruel fubjection by the higher orders of the cler- 
gy, and all hopes of advancement cut of. Rarely, 
hardly 
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hardly ever, does it happen, that a Curé becomes a 
Bifhop. The Abbés ftep into every line of prefev- 
ment. When fuch procedure is obferved by a whcle 
nation, what opinion can be formed but that the whole 
is a vile cheat? This however was the cafe in France, 
and therefore infidelity was almoft univerfal. Nor 
was this overftrained freedom or licentioufnefs confia- 
ed to religious opinions, It was perhaps mere natu- 
rally directed to the reftraints arifing from civil fu'- 
ordination. The familiar name of Brother could not 
but tickle the fancy of thofe of inferior rank, when 
they found themfelves fide by fide with perfons whore 
they cannot approach out of coors but with cautious 
re{pect; and while thefe men of rank have their pride 
julled a little, and perhaps their hearts a little foftened 
by the hackneyed cant of fentimental declamation on 
the topic of Brotherly love and Utopian felicity, the 
others begin to fancy the happy days arrived, and the 
light of philanthropy beaming from the eaft and illu- 
minating the Lodge. T'he Garret Pamphleteer enjoys 
his fancied authoricy as Senior Warden, and conduéts 
with affectionate folemnity the young nobleman, who 
pants for the honour of Mafterfhip, and he praifes the 
trufty Brother who has guarded him in his perilous 
journies round the room. What topic of deciamation 
can be more agreeable than the equality of the worthy 
Brethren? and how naturally will the Brether Orator 
in fupport of this favourite topic, flide into all the 
common-place pictures of human fociety, freed from 
all the anxieties attending civil diftinétion, and paffing 
their days in happy fimplicity and equality. From 
this {tate of the fancy, it is hardly a ftep to defcant on 
the propriety, the expediency, and at laft, the juftice 
of fuch an arrangement of civil fociety ; and in doing 
this, one cannot avoid taking notice of the great ob- 
ftructions to human felicity which we fee in every 
quarter, 
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quarter, proceeding from the abufes of thofe diftinc- 
tious of rank and fortune which have arifen in the 
world : and as the mifchiefs and horrors of fupertfti- 
tion are topics of continual declamation to thofe who 
wifh to throw off the reftraints of religion; fo the op- 
preflion of the rulers of this world, and the fufferings 
of talents and worth in inferior ftations, will be no lefs 
greedily liftened to by all whofe notions of morality 
are not very pure, and who would be glad to have the 
enjoyments of the wealthy without the trouble of la- 
bouring for them. Free Mafonry may be affirmed to 
have a natural tendency to fofter fuch levelling wifhes; 
and we cannot doubt but that great liberties are taken 
with thofe fubjects in the Lodges, efpecially in coun- 
tries where the diltinétions of rank and fortune are 
ftrongiy exprefled and noticed. 
But itis nota matter of mere probability that the 
Mafon Lodges were the, feminaries of thefe libertine 
inftructions. We have diftiné: proof of it, even in 
fome of the French degrees. In the degree called the 
Chevalier ae Scleil, the whole inftruction is aimed againtt 
the eftablithed religion of the kingdom. The protefied 
object is the emancipation from error and the difcovery 
cf truth. The infcription in the eaft is Sagefe, that in 
the north is Liberté, that in the fouth is Fermeté, and in 
the welt it in Canticn; terms which are very fignificant. 
The Tres Venerable is Adam; the Senior Warden i 
Truth, and all the Brethren are Children of Truth. 
The procefs of reception is very well contrived: the 
whole ritual is decent and circum{peé, and nothing 
occurs which can alarm the mof timid. Brother 
Truth is afked, What is the hour? He informs Fa- 
ther Adam, that among men itis the hour of dark- 
nefs, bur that it is mid-day in the Longe. The can- 
didate is afked, Why he kas knocked at the door, and 
what is become of his eight companions (he is ong of 
the 
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the Elus)? He fays, thatthe world is in darknefs, 
and his companions and he have loft each other; that 
Hefperus, the ftar of Europe, is obfcured by clouds of 
incenfe, offered up ‘by fuperftition to deipots, who 
have made themfelves gods, and have retired intojthe 
inmoft receflés of their palaces, that they may not be 
recognifed to be men, while their priefts are deceiving 
the people, and caufing them to worthip thefe civi- 
nities. This and many fimilar fentiments are evident 
allufions to the pernicious doctrine of the book called 
Origine du Defpotifine Oriental, where the religion of all 
countries is confidered as a mere engine of /f{tate;, 
where it is declared that reafon is the only light! which 
nature has given to man: that our anxiety about futu- 
rity has made us imagine endle{s torments in a future 
world; and that princes, taking advantage of our 
weaknefs, have taken the management of our hopes 
and fears, and directed them fo as to fuit their own 
purpofes ; and emancipation from the fear of death is 
declared to be the g greatelt of all deliverances. Quef- 
tions are put to the candidate, tending to difcover whe- 
ther and how far he may be trufted, and what facrifices 
he is willing to make in fearch after truth. 

This fhape given to the plaftic myfteries of Mafonry 
was much relifhed, and in a very fhort time this new 
path was completely explored, and a new feries of de- 
grees was added to the lift, viz. the Newice, and the 
Eli de la Verité, and the Sublime Phil isfopbe. In the 
progrefs through thefe degrees, the Brethren muft for- 
get that they have formerly been Chevaliers de l'Orient, 
Chevaliers de l'Aigle, when the fymbois were all ex- 
plained as typical of the life and immortality brought 
to light by the gofpel. Indeed they are tau: ht to clafs 
this among the other clouds which have been difpelled 
by the fun of realon. Even in the Cheuslerie de | Aisle 
there is a twofold explanation given of the Tymbols, by 

which 
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which a lively imagination may conceive the whole 
hiftery and peculiar doétrines of the New Teftament, 
as being typical of the final triumph of reafon and phi- 
lofuphy over error. And perhaps this degree is the 
very firft ftep in the plan of ILLUMINATION. 

We are nut co fuppofe that this was carried to ex- 
tremity at once. But itis certain, that before 1743, 
it had become univertal, and that the Lodges of Free 
Matons had become the places for making profelytes 
to every ftrange and obnoxious doctrine. Theurgy, 
Cofncgoiy, Cabale, andi many whimfical and myftical 
doctrines which have been grafted on the diftinguifh- 
ing tenets and the pure morality of the Jews and Chrif- 
tians, were fubjećts of frequence difcuffion in the Lodges. 

Lhe celebrated Chevalier Ramfay had a great fhare in 
all this bufinefs. Affectionately attached to the family 
of Stuart, and to his native country, he had co-ope- 
rated heartily with thofe who endeavoured to empioy 
Mafonry in the fervice of the Pretender, and, availing 
himfcif of the pre-eminence given (at firft perhaps as 
a courtly compliment) to Scotch Matonry, he laboured 
to fhew that it ex xilted, and indeed arofe, during the 
Crufades, and that there really was either an order cf 
chivalry whefe bufineis it was to rebuild the Chriftian 
churches deftroyed by the Saracens, or that a frater- 
nity of Scotch Mafons were thus employed in the eaft, 
under the proteétion of the Knights of St. John of Je- 
rusaiem. He found fome facts which were thought 
fulcient grounds for fuch an opinion, fuch as the 
building of the college of thefe Enights in Londen, 
called the Temple, which was aftually done by the 
public Fraternity of Mafons who had been in the holy 
wars. Iris chiefy to him that we are indebted for 
that rage of Matonic chivalry which diftingutfhes the 
French Free Mafenry. Ramey was as eminent for 
his piety as he was for his enthufiafm, but his epinions 

E were 
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were fingular. His eminent learning, his elegant ta- 
lents, his amiable character, and particularly his efti- 
mation at court, gave great influence to every thing 
he. faid on a fubje&t which was merely a matter of 
fafhion and amufement. Whoever has attended much 
to human affairs, knows the eagernefs with which men 
propagate all fingular opinions, and the delight which 
attends their favourable reception. None are more 
zealous than the apoftles of infidelity and atheifm. It 
is in human nature to catch with greedinefs any op- 
portunity of doing what hes under general reftraint. 
And if our apprekenfions are not completely quieted, 
in a cafe where our wifhes lead us ftrongly to fome fa- 
vourite but hazardous object, we are confcious of a 
kind of felf bullying. This naturally gets into our 
difcourfe, and in our eagerne{s to get the encourage- 
ment of joint adventurers, we enforce our tenets wiih 
an energy, and even a violence, that is very inconfif- 
tent with the fubject in hand. If I am an Atheift, and 
my neighbour a Theift, there is furely nothing that 
fhould make me violent in my endeavours to rid him 
of his error. Yet how violent were the people of this 
party in Fiance. 

Thele facts and obfervations fully account for the 
zeal with which all this patch-work addition to the 
fimple Free Mafenry of England was profecuted in 
France. It furprifes us Britons, who are accuftomed 
to confer the whole as a matter of amufement for 
young men, who are glad of any pretext for indulging 
in convivialitv. We generally confider a man ad- 
vanced in life with iefs refpect, if he fhows any ferious 
attachment to fuch things. But in France, the civil 
and religious reftraints in converfation made thefe fe- 
cret aficmblics very precious; and they were much 
frequented by men of letters, who there found an op- 
portunity of exprefing in fafety their diffatisfaction 

with 
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with chofe reftraints, and with that inferierity of rank 
and condition to which they were tubjeéted, and which 
appeared to themielves fo inadequate to their own ta- 
lents and merits. Fhe avecats au Parlement, the un- 
beneficed Abbés, the young men of no fortune, and 
the /ridifant philofophers, tormed a numerous band, 
frequented the Lodges, and there difcuffed every topic 
of religion and politics. Specimens of this occupation 
appeared from time to time in Collections of Difcourfes 
delivered by the Frere Oraterr. J once had in my pof- 
feffion two volumes of thefe difcourfes, which I now 
regret that I Jeft in a Lodge on the centinent, when 
my relihh for Free Mafonry had forfaken me. One 
of thefe is a difcourfe by Brother Robinet, delivered 
in the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfeifants de la Sainte Cité at 
Lyons, at a vifitation by the Grand Maiter the Duc de 
Chartres, afterwards Orleans and Egalité In this cit 
courfe we have the germ and fubftance of his noted 
work, La Nature, ou VHomme moral et phsfique* In 
another difcourfe, delivered by Brother Condorcet in 
the Loge des Philalethes at Strafbourg, we have the 
outlines of his pofthumous work, Le Progres de l E/prit 
bumain ; and in another, delivered by Mirabeau in the 
Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaifants at Paris, we havea great 
deal of the levelling principles, and cofmopolitifm,; 
which he thundered from the tribunes of the National 
Affembly. But the moft remarkable performances of 
this kind are, the Archives Myftico-Herimetiques, and the 
Des Erreurs, et dela Verité. The firft is confidered as 
an account, hiftorical and dogmatical, of the proce- 
dure and fyftem of the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaifants 

at 


* And I may add the Sy/leme de la Nature of Diderot, who cor- 
rected the crude whims of Robinet by the more refined mechanifm 
of Hartley. 

+ Citizenfhip of the World, from the Greek words Co/ines, world 
and Polis, a city. 
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at Lyons. This was the moft zealous and fyftematical 
of all the cofmopolitical Lodges in France. It worked 
long under the patronage of its Grand Mafter the Due 
des Chartres, afterwards Orleans, and at lait Pb. Ega- 
lité. It fent out many affiliated Lodges, which were 
erected in various parts of the French dominions. The 
daughter Lodges at Paris, Strafbourg, Lille, Thou- 
loufe, took the additional title of Phélaletbes, There 
arofe fome fchifms, as may be expected, in an Affo- 
ciation where every man is encouraged to broach and 
to propagate any the moft Gingular opinion. Thefe 
fchifms were continued with fome heat, but were in a 
great meafure repaired in Lodges which took the name 
of Amis reunis de la Verité, One of this denomination 
at Paris became very eminent. The mother Lodge 
at Lyons extended its correfpondence into Germany, 
and other foreign countries, and fent conftitutions or 
fyftems, by which the Lodges conducted their opera- 
tions. 

I have not been able to trace the fteps by which this 
Lodge acquired fuchan alcendancy ; but I fee, that in 
176gand 1770, all the refined or philofophical Lodges 
in Alface and Lorraine united, and in a convention at 
Lyons, formally put themfelves under the patronage 
of this Lodge, cultivated a continual correfpondence, 
and confidered themfelves as profeffing one Mafonic 
Faith, fufficiently diftinguifhable from that of other 
Lodges. What this was we do not very diftinétly 
know. We can only infer if from fome hiftorical cir- 
cumftances. One of its favourite daughters, the Lodge 
Theodor ven der guten Ratw, at Munich, became fo re- 
markable for diicourfes dangzrous to church and flate, 
that the Elector of Bavaria, “ater repeated admonitions 
during a courfe of five or fix years, was obliged to lup- 
prefs 1 it in 1786. Another of its fuffregan Lodges at 
Regenfburgh became exceedingly obhoxious to the 

fate, 
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ftate, and occafioned feveral commotions and infurrec- 
tions. Another, at Paris, gradually refined into the 
Jacobin clubh—And in the year 1791, the Lodges in 
Alface and Lorraine, with thofe of Spire and Worms, 
invited Cultine into Germany, and delivered Mentz 
into his hands. 

When we reflect on thefe hiftorical facts, we get 
fome key to the better underftanding of the two perfor- 
mances which Imentiunedas defcriptive of the opinions 
and occupations of this Sect of ree-Mafons. The 

rchives My/ftico-Hermetiques exhibit a very {trange mix- 
ture of Mytticifm, Theofophy, Cabaliftic whim, real 
Science, Fanaticifm, and Freethinking, both in reli- 
gion and politics. They muft not be confidered as an 
account of any fettled fyftem, but rather as annals of 
the proceedings of the Lodge, and abftraéts of the 
ftrange doctrines which made their fucefiive appearance 
init. Bue ifan intelligent and cautious reader examine 
them attentively, he will fee, that the book is the 
work of one hand, and that all the wonders and oddi- 
ties are caricatured, {fo as to engrofs the general atten- 
tion, while they alfo are twilted a little, fo that in one 
way or another they accord with a general {pirit of li- 
centioufnefs in morals, religion, and politics. Although 
every thing is expreffed decently, and with fome cau- 
tion and moderation, atheifm, materialifm, and difcon- 
tent with civil fubordination, pervade the whole. It 
is a work of great art. By keeping the ridicule and 
the danger of tuperftition and ignorance continually in 
view, the mind is captivated by the relief which free 
enquiry and communication of jentiment feems to fe- 
cure, and we are put off ovr guard againft the rifk of 
delufion, to which we are expofed when our judgment 
is warped by our paffions. 

The other book, “ Des Erreurs et de la Verité,”’ 
came fromthe fame fchoo!, and isa for: of holy ferip- 
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ture, or at leat a Talmud among the Free Mafons of 
France. It is intended only for the initiated, and is 
indeed amyftery toany other reader. But as the ob- 
ject of it was to fpread the favourite opinions of fome 
enthufiaftic Brethren, every thing is faid that does not 
directly betray the fecretsof the Order. It contains a 
fyftem of Theofophy that has often appeared in the 
writings of philofophers, both in ancient and modern - 
times. “ All the intelligence and moral fentiment 
« that appears in the univerfe, either directly, as in 
«e the minds of men, or indirectly, as an inference 
« fromthe marks of defign that we fee around us, fome 
« of which fhow us that men have acted, and many 
« more that fome other intelligence has acted, are con- 
e fidered as parts or portions of a general mafs of in- 
“© telligence which exifts in the univerfe, in the fame 
«© manner as matter exifts in it. This intelligence has 
e an infcrutable connection with the material part of 
« the untiverfe, perhaps refembling the connection, 
«© equally unfearchable, that fubfilts between the mind 
« and body of man; and it may be confidered as the 
« Soul of the World. Itis this fubftance, the natural 
e object of wonder and refpect, that men have called 
« God, and have made the object of religious wor- 
«© fhip. In doing fo they have fallen into grofs mif- 
« takes, and have created for themfelves numberlefs 
« unfounded hopes and fears, which have been the 
« fource of fuperftition and fanaticifm, the moft def- 
«¢ tructive plagues that have ever affliéted the human 
« race. The Soul of Manis feparated from the ge- 
e neral mafs of intelligence by fome of the operations 
« of nature, which we fhall never underftand, juft as 
e water is raifed from the ground by evaporation, or 
« taken up by the root ofa plant. And as the water, 
“ after an unfearchable train of changes, in which it 
« fometimes makes part of a flower, fometimes pee 
ce o 
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« of an animal, &c. is at laft reunited, in its original 
«< form, to the great mafs of waters, ready to run over 
« the fame circle again; fo the Soul of Man, after 
« performing its ofice, and exhibiting all that train 
« of intellectual phenomena that we call human life, 
is at laft fwallowed up in the great ocean of intelli- 
“ gence,” The author then may fing 


‘© Felix qui potuit rerum cognofcere caufas, 
e Atque metus omnes et inexorabile fatum 
e Subjecit pedibus, ftrepitumque Acherontis avari? 


For he has now got to his afylum. This deity of his 
may be the object of wonder, like every thing great 
and incomprehenfible, but not of worthip, as the mo- 
ral Governor of the univerfe. The hopes are at end, 
which reft on our notions of the immortality and in- 
dividuality of the human foul, and on the encourage- 
ment which religion holds forth to believe, that im- 
provement of the mind in the courfe of this life, by 
the exercife of wifdom and of virtuous difpofitions, is 
but the beginning of an endlefs progrefs in all that can 
give delight to the rational and well-difpofed mind. 
No relation now iubfifts between man and Deity that 
can warm the heart. But, as this is contrary to fome 
natural propenfity in the human mind, which in all 
ages and nations has panted after fome connection with 
Deity, the author ftrives to avail himfelf of fome cold 
principles of fymmetry in the works of nature, fome 
ill-fupported notions of propriety, and other fuch con- 
fiderations, to make this anima mundi an object of love 
and reipeét. This is done in greater detail in another 
work, Tableau, des rapports entre P Hemme, Dieu, et 
l'Univers, which is undoubtedly by the fame hand. 
But the intelligent reader will readily fee, that fuch 
incongruous things cannot be reconciled, and that we 
can expect nothing here but fophiftry, The author 
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proceeds, in the next place, to confider man as relat- 
ed to man, and to trace out the path to happinefs in 
this life. Here we have the fame overftrained mora- 
lity as in the other work, the fame univerfal benevo- 
lence, the fame lamentations over the miferable ftate 
of mankind, refulting from the oppreffion of the pow- 
erful, the great ones of the earth, who have combined 
againft the happinefs of mankind, and have fucceeded, 
by debafing their minds, fo that they have become 
willing faves. This could not have been brought 
about without the affiftance of fuperftition. But the 
princes of this world eniifted into their fervice the 
priefts, who exerted tnemfelves in darkening the un- 
derftandings of men, and filled their minds with reli- 
gious terrors. The altar became the chief pillar of 
the throne, and men were held in complete fubjection. 
Nothing can recover them from this abject ftate but 
knowledge. While this dilpels their fears, it will alfo 
fhow them their rights, and the way to atrain them. 

It deferves particularly to be remarked, that this 
fyftem of opinions (if fuch an inconfiftent mafs of af- 
fertions can be called a fyftem) bears a great refem- 
blance to a performance of ‘Toland’s, publithed in 
1720, called Panthsifticen, feu Celebratio Sodelitii Secra- 
tic. It is an account of the principles of a Fraternity 
which he calls Socratica, and the Brothers Fantheifie. 
They are fuppofed to hold a Ledge, and the author 
gives a ritual of the procedure in this Lodge; the ce- 
remonies of opening and fhuttine of the Lodge, the 
admifiion of Members into its different degrees, &c. 
Realon is the Sun that illuminates the whole, and Li- 
berty and Equality are the objects of their occupa- 
tions. 

We fhall fee afterwards that this bonk wes fondly 
pefhed into Germany, tranflated, commented upon, 
and fo mifrepreiented, as to call off the attention ae 

the 
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the real fpirit of the book, which is intentionally wrap- 
ped up in cabala and enigma. Mirabeau was at much 
pains to procure it notice; and it muft therefore be 
confidered as a treafure of the cofmo-political opini- 
ons of the Affociation of Chevaliers Bienfaifants, Phila- 
ethes, and Amis Reunis, who were called the j mproved 
Lodges, working under the D. de Chartres—of thefe 
there were 266 in 1784. This will be found a very 
important remark. Let it alfo be recollected after- 
wards, that this Lodge of Lyons fent a deputy toa 
grand Convention in Germany in 1772, viz. Mr. Wil- 
lermooz, and that: the bufinefs was thought of fuch 
importance, that he remained there two years. 

The book Des Erreurs ct de le Verité, muft therefore 
be confidered as a claflical book of thefe opinions. We 
know that it hi in the Loge des Chev. Bienfai- 
Jants at Lyons. We know that this Lodge ftood as it 
were at the head a Wrench Free Mafonry, and that 
the fictitious Order of Mafonic Knights Templars was 
formed in this Lodge, and was confidered as the mo- 
del of all the reft of this mimic chivalry. They pro- 
ceeded fo-far in this mummery, as even to have the 
clerical tonfure. The Duke of Orleans, his fon, the 
Elector of Bavaria, and fome other German Princes, 
did not fcruple at this mummery in their own perfons. 
In all the Lodges of reception, the Brother Orator 
never failed to exclaim on the topics of fuperitition, 
blind to the exhibition he was then making, or indif- 
ferent as to the vile hypocrify of it. We have, in the 
lifts of Orators and Ofice-bearers, many names of 
perfons, who have had an opportunity at ialt of pro- 
claiming their fentiments in public. ‘The Abbé Sicyes 
was of the Lodge of Philaletnes at Paris, and allo at 
Lyons. Lequinio, author of the molt profligate bock 
that ever dilgraced a prefs, the Préjuges valses par la 
Raifon, was Warden in the Lodge Ck mnpatie Sociale, 

F Defpremenil, 
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Defpremenil, Bailly, Fauchet, Maury, Mounier, were 
of the fame fy{tem, though in different Lodges. They 
were calied Martinifts, from a St. Martin, who form- 
ed a {chifm in the fyftem of the Chevaliers Bienfaifants, 
of which we have not any very precife account. Mer- 
cier gives fome aceount of it in his Tableau de Paris, 
and in his Æzné 2440. The breach alarmed the Bre- 
thren, and oceafioned great heats, But it was heal- 
ed, and the Fraternity took the name of Adi/a du Re- 
nis, Which is an anagram of des Amis Reunis. The Bi- 
fhop of Autun, the man fo bepraifed as the benevolent 
Citizen of the World, the friend -of mankind and of 
good order, was Senior Warden of another Lodge at 
Paris, eftablifhed in 1786, (I think chicBy by Orleans 
and himfelf,) which afterwards became the Jacobin 
Club, In fhort, we may affert with confidence, that 
the Mafon Lodges in France were the hot-beds, where 
the feeds were jown, and tenderly reared, of all the 
pernicious doctrines which foon after choaked every 
noral or religious cultivation, and have made the So- 
ciety worle than a waite, have made it a noifome 
marf of human corruption, filled with every rank 
and poifonous weed. 

Thefe Lodges were frequented by perfons of all 
ranks, and of every profeffion. The idle and the fri- 
volous found amufement, and glittering things to tickle 
their fatiated fancies. There they became the dupes 
of the declamations of the crafty and licentious Abbés, 
and writers of every denomination. Mutual encou- 
ragement in the indulgence of hazardous thoughts and 
opinions which flatter our wifhes or propenfities is a 
lure which few minds can refilt. I believe that moft 
men have felt this in fome period of their lives. I 
can find no other way of accounting for the company 
that I have fometimes leen in a Mafon Lodge. The 
Lodge de lz Parfaite Intelligence at Liege, contained, in 

December 
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December 1770, the Prince Bifhop, and the greateft 
part of his Chapter, and all the Office-bearers were 
dignitaries of the church; yet a difcourfe given by the 
Brother Orator was as poignant a fatire on fuperitition 
and credulity, as if it had been written by Voltaire, 
It was under the aufpices of this Lodge that the collec- 
tion of difcourfes, which I mentioned above, was pub- 
lifhed, and there is no fault found with Brother Robi- 
net, nor Brother Condorcet. Indeed the Yrefonciers 
of Liege were proverbial, even in Brabant, for their 

Epicurifm in the moft extenfive fenfe of the word. 
Thus was corruption fpread over the kingdom un- 
der the mafk of moral inftruction. For thefe difcourfes 
were full of the moft refined and ftrained morality, and 
florid paintings of Utopian felicity, in a ftate where 
all are Brothers and citizens of the world. But alas! 
thefe wire- drawn principles feem to have had little in- 
fluence on the hearts, even of thofe who could beft 
difplay their beauties. Read the tragedies of Voltaire, 
and fome of his grave performances in profe—What 
man is there who feems better to know his Mafter’s 
will? No man expreffes with more propriety, with 
more exactnefs, the feelings of a good mind. No 
man feems more fenfible of the immutable obligation 
of juftice and of truth. Yet this man, in his tranfac- 
tions with his bookfellers, with the very men to whom 
he was immediately indebted for his affluence and his 
fame, was repeatedly, nay inceflantly, guilty of the 
meaneft, the vileft tricks. When he fold a work for 
an enormous price to one bookteller, (even to Cramer, 
whom he really refpected,) he took care that a furrep- 
titious edition fhould appear in Holland, almoft at the 
fame moment. Proof-fheets have been traced from 
Ferney to Amfterdam. When a friend of Cramer’s 
expoftulated with Voltaire on the injuftice of this con- 
duct, he faid, grinning, OJ le bon Craimer—eb bien—il 
n'a 
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n'a que d etre du parti—he may take a fhare—he will 
not give me a livre the lefs for the firt piece I offer 
him. Where fhall we fee more tendernels, more ho- 
nour, more love of every thing that is good and fair, 
than in Diderot’s Pere de Famille? —Yet this man did 
not fcruple to fell to the Emprefs of Rufa an immenfe 
library, which he did not poffefs, for an enormous 
price, having got her promife that it fhould remain in 
his poffeffion in Paris during his life. When her am- 
baffador wanted to fee it, after a year or two’s pay- 
ments, and the vifitation could be no longer ftaved off, 
Diderot was obliged to fet of in a hurry, and run 
through all the hookfellers fhops in Germany, to help 
him to fill his empty fhelves. He had the good for- 
tune to fave appearances—but the trick tock air, be- 
caufe he had been niggardly in his attention to the am- 
baffador’s fecretary. This, however, did not hinder 
him from honouring his Imperial pupil with a vifit. 
He expected adoration, as the light of the world, and 
was indeed received by the Ruffian courtiers with all 
the childifh fondnefs that they feel for every Parifian 
mode. But they did not urderftand htm, and as he 
did not like to lofe money at play, they did not long 
court his company. He found his pupil too clear 
fighted. Ces philofopbes, faid fhe, font beaux, vits de 
loin ; mais de plus prés, le diament parait eryftal. He 
had contrived a poor ftory, by which he hoped to get 
his daughter married in parade, and portioned by her 
Majefty—but it was feen through, and he was difap- 
ointed. 

When we fee the inefficacy of this refined humanity 
on thefe two apoftles of philofophical virtue, we fee 
ground for doubting of the propriety and expediency 
of trufting entirely to it for the peace and happinefs of 
a ftate, and we fhould be on our guard when we liften 
to the florid fpeeches of the Brother Orator, and his 

congra- 
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congratulations on the emancipation from fuperflition 
and oppreffion, which will in a fhort time be effectu- 
ated by the Chevaliers Bienfaifants, the Philalethes, or 
any other fect of cofmo-political Brethren, 

I do not mean by all this to maintain, that the Ma- 
fon Lodges were the fole corrupters of the public mind 
in France.——-No.—In all nations that have made much 
progrefs in cultivation, there is a great tendency to 
corruption, and it requires all the vigilance and exer- 
tions of magiftrates, and of moral inftruétors, to pre- 
vent the fpreading of licentious principles and maxims 
of conduct. They arife naturally of themfelves, as 
weeds in arich foil; and, like weeds, they are perni- 
cious, only becaufe they are, where they fhould not 
be, in a cultivated field. Virtue is the cultivation of 
the human foul, and not the mere poffeffion of good 
difpofitions ; all men have thefe in fome degree, and 
occafionally exhibit them. But virtue fuppofes exer- 
tion; and, as the hufbandman muft be incited to his 
laborious tafk by fome cogent motive, fo muft man be 
prompted to that exertion which is necefiary on the 
part of every individual for the very exiftence of a 
great fociety: For man is indolent, and he is Juxuri- 
ous; he wifhes for enjoyment, and this with fittle trou- 
ble. The lefs fortunate envy the enjoyments of others, 
and repine at their own inability to obtain the like. 
They fee the idle in affluence. Few, even of good 
men, have the candour, nay, I may call it the wifdom, 
to think on the aétivity and the labour which had pro- 
cured thofe comforts to the rich or to their anceftors ; 
and to believe that they are idle only becaufe they are 
wealthy, but would be active if they were needy.— 
Such f{pontaneous reflexions cannot be expected in per- 
fons who are engaged in unceafing labour, to procure 
a very moderate fhare (in their eftimation at leaft) of 
the comforts of life. Yet fuch reflexions would, in 

the 
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the main, be juft, and furely they would greatly tend 
to quiet the minds of the unfucceistul, 

This excellent purpofe may be greatly forwarded 
by a national eftablifhment for moral inftruétion and 
admonition; and if the public inftructors fhould add 
all the motives to virtuous moderation which are fug- 
gelted by the confiderations of genuine religion, every 
advice would have a tenfold infuence. Religious and 
moral inftruétions are therefore, in their own nature, 
unequivocal fupports to that moderate exertion of the 
authority arifing from civil fubordination, which the 
moft refined philanthropitt or cofimo-polite acknow- 
ledges to be neceflary for the very exiftence of a great 
and cultivated fociety. Ihave never feen a {cheme of 
Utopian happinefs that did not contain fome fyftem of 
education, and I cannot conceive any fyltem of edu- 
cation of which moral inftruction is nor a. principal 
part. Such citablifhments are dictates of nature, and 
obtrude themfelves on the mind of every perfon who 
begins to form plans of civil union. And in all exiit- 
ing focieties they have indeed been formed, and are 
confidered as the greateft corrector and foother of thofe 
difcontents that are unavoidable in the minds of the 
unfuccefsful and the unfortunate. The magiftrate, 
therefore, whofe profeMional habits ead him frequently 
to exert himfelf for the maintenance of public peace, 
cannot but fee the advantages of fuch ftated remem- 
brancers of our duty, He will therefore fupport and 
cherifh this public eftablifhment, which fo evidently 
affifts him in his beneficent and important labours. 

But all the evils of fociety do not fpring from the 
difcontents and the vices of the poor. ‘The rich come 
in for a large and a confpicuous fhare. They fre- 
quently abufe their advantages. Pride and haughty 
behaviour on their part rankle in the breafts, and af- 
fect the tempers of their inferiors, already fretted by 

the 
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the hardfhips of their own condition. The rich alfo 
are luxurious ; and are often needy. Grafping at every 
mean of gratification, they are inattentive to the rights 
of inferiors whom they defpife, and, defpifing, opprefs. 
Perhaps their own fuperiority has been acquired by in- 
juftice. Perhaps moft fovereignties have been acquired 
by oppreffion. Princes and Rulers are but men; as 
fuch, they abufe many of their greateft bleffings. Ob- 
ferving that religious hopes make the good refigned 
under the hardfhips of the prefent {cene, and that its 
terrors frequently reftrain the bad; they avail them- 
felves of thefe obfervations, and fupport religion as an 
engine of ftate, and a mean of their own fecurity. But 
they are not contented with its real advantages ; and 
they are much more afraid of the refentment and the 
crimes of the offended profligate, than of the murmurs 
ef the fuffering worthy. Therefore they encourage 
fuperftition, and call to their aid the vices of the prieft- 
hood. The priefts are men of like paffions as other 
men, and it isno ground of peculiar blame that they 
alfo frequently yield to the temptations of their fitua- 
tion. They are encouraged to the indulgence of the 
love of influence natural co all men, and they heap ter- 
ror upon terror, to fubdue the minds of men, and dark- 
en their underitandings. Thus the moft honourable of 
all employments, the moral inftruction of the ftate, is 
degraded to a vile trade, and is practilfed with all the 
deceit and rapacity of any other trace; and religion, 
from being the honour and the fafeguard of nation, be- 
comes its greateft difgrace and curie. 

When a nation has fallen into this Jamentable ftate, 
it is extremely difficult to reform. Although nothing 
would fo immediately and fo completely remove all 
ground of complaint, as the re-eftablifhing private 
virtue, this is of all others the leaft likely to be adopt- 
ed. The really worthy, who fee the mifchief where ic 
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actually is, but who view this life as the {chool of im- 
provement, and know that man is to be made perfect 
through fuffering, are the laft perfons to complain. 
The worthlefs are the moft difcontented, the moft 
noify in their complaints, and the leaft ferupulousabout 
the means of redrefs. Not to improve the nation, but 
to advance themfelves, they turn the attention ro the 
abufes of power and influence. And they begin their 
attack where they think the place moft defencelefs, and 
where perhaps they expect affiftance from a difcon- 
tented garrifon. They attack fuperftition, and are 
not at all folicitous that true religion fhall not fuffer 
along with it. It is not perhaps, with any direct in- 
tention to ruin the ftate, but merely to obtain indul- 
gence for themfelves and the co-operation of the 
wealthy. They expect to be liftened to by many who 
wifh for the fame indulgence ; and thus ir is that reli- 
cious free-thinking is generally the firft {tep of anarchy 
and revolution. For in a corrupted ftate, perfons of 
all ranks have the fame licentious wifhes, and if fu- 
perftitious fear be really an ingredient of the human 
mind, it requires fome /fruggle to fhake it off. No- 
thing is fo effectual as mutual encouragement, and 
therefore all join againft prieft-craft; even the rulers 
forget their intereft, which fhould lead them to fupport 
it. In fuch a ftate, the pure morality of true religion 
vanifhes from the fight. There is commonly no re- 
mains of it in the religion of the nation, and therefore 
all goes together. 

Perhaps there never wasa nation where all thefe co- 
operating caufes had acquired greater ftrengch than in 
France. Oppreffions of all kinds were at a height. The 
luxuries of life were enjoyed exclufiveiy by the upper 
claffes, and this in the hipheft degree of refinement ; 
fo thatthe defires of the reft were whetied to the utmoft. 
Religion appeared in its worft form, aad j na 

culated 
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culated folely for procuring eftablifhments for the 
younger fons of the infolent and ufclefs nobleffe. The 
morals of the higher orders of the clergy and of the 
laity were equally corrupted. Thoufands of literary 
men were excluded by their ftation from all hopes of 
advancement to the more refpectable offices in the 
church. Thefe vented their difcontents as far as there 
was fafecy, and were encouraged by many of the upper 
claffes, who joined them in their fatires on the priefthood. 
The clergy oppofed them, it is true, but feebly, be- 
caule they could not fupport their eppol Arion by ex- 
amples of their own virtuous behaviour, but were al- 
ways obliged to have recourfe to the power of the 
church, the very object of hatred and difguft. The 
whole nation became infidel; and when ina few inftan- 
ces a worthy Curé uttered the fmall fill voice of true 
religion, it was not heard anudit the general naife of 
fatire and reproach. „Thes nifconduét of adminiftra- 
tion, and the abufe of the public trealures, were every 
day growing more impudent and glaring, end expofed 
the government to continual criticifm. But it was fill 
too powerful to fulfer this to proceed to extremities ; 
while therefore infidelity and loofe fentiments of mo- 
rality paffed unpunifhed, it was fill very hazardous to 
publifh any thing againit the ftate. It was in this ref- 
pect, chiefly, that the Mafon Lodges contributed to 
the diffemination of dangerous opinions, and they were 
employed for this purpofe all over the kingdom. This 
is not an affertion hazarded merely on account of its 
pe bability. Abundant proof wil appear by and by, 
hat the moft turbulent characters in the nation fre- 
quented the Lodges. ‘Ve cannot Moubr, buc that un- 
der’this covert they indulged their factious cifpotitions ; 
ray, we fhall find the prearett part of the Lodges o$ 
France, convertes, in ihe course of a cry tew week 
into correfponding political focieties. 
G But 
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But it is now time to turn our eyes to the progrefs of 
Free Malonry in Germany and the north of Europe; 
there it took a more ferious turn. Free Mafonry was 
imported into Germany fomewhat later than into 
France. The firt German Lodge that we have any 
account of is that at Cologne, erette d in 1716, but 
very foon fuppreffed. Before the year 1725 there 
were many, both in Protefiant and Catholic Germa- 
ny. Thole of Wetzlar, Frankfort on the Mayne, 
Brunfwick, and Hamburg, are the oldeft, and their 
priority is doubtful. All of them received their infti- 
tution from England, and had patents from a mother 
Lodge in London. All feem to have got the myftery 
through the fame channel, the banifhed friends of the 
Stuart family. Many of thefe were Catholics, and 
entered into the fervice of Auftria and the Catholic 
princes. 

The true hofpitality, that is no where more confpi- 
cuous than in the character of the Germans, made 
this inftitution a moft agreeable and ufeful pafiport to 
thefe gentlemen; and as many of them were in mili- 
tary (tations, and in garrifon, they found it a very eafy 
matter to fet up Lodges in all parts of Germany. 
Thefe afforded a very agreeable paflime to the officers, 
who had little to occupy them, and were already ac- 
cultomed to a fubordination which did noc affect their 
vanity on account of family diftinétions. As the En- 
fign and the General were equally gentlemen, the al- . 
legory or play of univerfal Brotherhood was neither 
navel: nor difgufting. Free Matonry was then of the 
Gmolett form, confi iting of the three degrees of Appren- 
tice, Fellow-craft, and Mafter. It is remarkable, that 
the Germans had been longaccuftomed to the word, the 
fign; and the gripe of the Mafons, and fome other 
handicraft trades. In many parts of Germany there 
was a ciftinction of operative Mafons into Wort- 

Maurers 
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Maurers and Schrift-Maurers. The Wort-Maurers 
had no other proof to give of their having been regu- 
larly brought up to the trade of builders, but the word 
and figns ; the Schnft-Maurers had written indentures 
to fhew. There are extant and in force, borough- 
laws, enjoining the Matters of Mafons to give em- 
ployment to journeymen who had the proper words 
and fign. In particular it appears, that fome cities 
had more extenfive privileges in this refpect than 
others. The word given at Wetzlar, the feat of the 
great council of revifion for the empire, entitled the 
poftefior to work over the whole empire. We may 
infer from the procefles and decifions in fome of thofe 
municipal courts, that a mafter gave a word and token 
for each year’s progrefs of his apprentice. He gave 
the word of the incorporated Imperial city or borough 
on which he depended, and alfo a word peculiar to 
himfelf, by which all his own pupils could recognife 
each other. This mode of recognifance was probably 
the only document of education in old times, while 
writing was confined to a very {mall part of the com- 
munity. When we reflect on the nature of the Ger- 
man empire, a confederation of fmall independent 
ftates, we fee that this profeffion cannot keep pace 
with the other mechanic arts, unlefs its practitioners 
are invefted with greater privileges than others. Their 
great works exceed the ftrength of the immediate 
neighbourhood, and the workmen muft be brought 
together from a difiance. Their affociation muft there- 

fore be more cared for by the public. * 
When Englifh Free Mafonry was carried into Ger- 
many, it was hofpitably received. Te required little 
effort 


* Note. The Wort or Grifs-Maurer were abolifhed by an Im. 
perial edigt in 1731, and nonc were intitled ta the privizees of the 
eprporation but iuch as could thew written indenture 
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effort to give it refpe€tability, and to make it the oc- 
cupation ofa wenticman, and its fecrets and myfteries 
were pot fuch novelties as in France. It fpread ra- 
pidly, and the fimple topic of Brotherly love was fuf- 
ficient for recommending it to the honett and hofpita- 
ble Germans. Bur it foon took a very diferent turn. 
The German character is the very oppojite of frivo- 
lity. Ie sas to ferioufnels, and requires ferious oc- 
cupation. The Germans are eminence for their turn 
for inveftigation; and perhaps they indulge this to 
excels. We call them plodding and dull, becaufe we 
have little relifh for enquiry for its own fake. But 
this is furely the occupation of a rational nature, and 
deferves any name but flupidicy. Ac the fame time it 
muft be acknowledged, that the fpirit of enquiry re- 
quires regulation as much as any propenfity of the hu- 
man mind. But it appears that the Germans are not 
nice in their choice of their objects; it appears that 
fingularity, and wonder, and difficulty of refearch, a are 
to them irrefiltible recommendations and incirements. 
They have always exhibited a ftrong predilection for 
every thing that is wonderiul, or {clemn, or terrible ; 
and in fpite of the grear pregreis which men have 
made in the courfe of thefe two laft centuries, in 
the knowledge of nature, a progrets too in which we 
fhould be vary unjuft if we did not acknowledge that 
the Germans have been generi ally in the foremolt ranks, 
the grofs abfurdities of magic, exorcifm, witchcraft, 
fortune- telling, tranfmutation of metals, and univerfal 
medicine, have always baci their zealous partizans, who 
have lifttened wich greecy ears to the nonlenie and jar 
eon of fanatics and cheats; and though they every 
day faw examples of many who had been ruined or 
rendered ridiculous by their credulity, every new pre- 
tender to fecrets found numbers ready to liften to him, 
and to run over the lame courle, 
Free 
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Free Mafonry, profeffing myfteries, inftantly roufed 
all thefe people, and the Lodges appeared to the ad- 
venturers who wanted to profit by the enthufiafm or 
the avarice of their dupes, the fitreft places in the 
world for the fcene of their operations. The Rofy- 
crucians were the firft who availed themfelves of the 
opportunity. This was not the Society which had ap- 
peared formerly under that name, and was now extinct, 
but a fet of Alchymifts, pretenders to the tranfmuta- 
tion of metals and the univerfal medicine, who, the 
better to inveigle their votaries, had mixed with their 
own tricks a good deal of the abfurd fuperftitions of 
that fect, in order to give a greater air of myllery to 
the whole, to protract the time of inftruction, and to 
afford more room for evafions, by making fo many 
difficult conditions neceffary for perfecting the grand 
work, that the unfortunate gull, who had thrown away 
his time and his money, might believe that the failure 
was owing to his own incapacity or unfitnefs for being 
the poffefior of the grand fecret. Thefe cheats found 
it convenient to make Mafonry one of their conditions, 
and by a fmall degree of art, perfuaded their pupils 
that they were the only true Mafons. Thefe Rofy- 
crucian Lodges were foon eftablifhed, and became nu- 
merous, becaufe their myfteries were addreffed, both 
to the curiofity, the fenfuality, and the avarice of 
men. They became a very formidable band, adopt- 
ing the conftitution of the Jefuits, dividing the Frater- 
nity into circles, cach under the management of its 
own fuperior, known to the prefident, but unknown to 
the individuals of the Ledges. Thefe fuperiors were 
connected with each other in a way known only to 
themfelves, and the whole was under one General. 
At leaft this is the account which they wifh to be be- 
lieved. If it be juft, nothing but the abfurdity of the 
oftenfible motives of their occupations could have pre- 
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vented this combination from carrying on ichemes big 
with hazard to the peace of the world. But the Ro- 
fycrucian Lodges have always been confidered by other 
Free Mafons as bad Societies, and as profs fchifmatics. 
This did not hinder, however, their alchymical and 
medical fecrets from being frequently introduced into 
the Lodges of fimple Free Mafonry ; and in like man- 
ner, exorcifm, or ghoft-raifing, magic, and other 
erofs fuperftitions, were often held out in their meet- 
ings as attainable mytteries, which would be immenfe 
acquifitions to the Fraternity, without any neceffity of 
admitting along with them the religious deliriums of 
the Rofycrucians. 

In 1743, Baron Hunde, a gentleman of honourable 
character and independent fortune, was in Paris, where 
he faid he had got acquainted with the Earl of Kilmar- 
nock and fome other gentlemen who were about the 
Pretender, and learned from them that they had fome 
wonderful fecrets in their Lodges. He was admitted, 
through the medium of that nobleman, and of a Lord 
Clifford, and his Mafonic patent was figned George 
(faid to be the fignature of Kilmarnock). Hunde 
had attached himfelf to the forrunes of the Pretender, 
in hopes (as he fays himfelf) of ring in the world 
under his protection. The mighty fecret was this. 
«© When the Order of Knights Templars was abolifh- 
«© ed by Philip the Fair, and cruelly perfecuted, fome 
« worthy perlons efcaped, and took refuge in the 
Highlands of Scotland, where they concealed them- 
e felves in caves. Thefe perfons poifeffed the true 
«© fecrets of Mafonry, which had always been in that 
« Order, having been acquired by the Knights, du- 
s ring their fervices in the Eaft, from the pilgrims 
t whom they occafionally protected or delivered. The 
** Chevaliers de le Rofe-Croix continued to have the 
s fame duties as formerly, though robbed of their 

“ emolu- 
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« emoluments. In fine, every true Mafon is a Knight 
“Templar.” It is very true that a clever fancy can 
accommodate the ritual of reception of the Chevalier de 
l Epée, &c. to fomething like the inftitution of the 
Knights Templars, and perhaps this explanation of 
young Zerobabel’s pilgrimage, and of the rebuilding 
of the T emple by Ezra, is the moft figsificant expla- 
nation that has been given of the meagre fymbols of 
Free Matonry.° 

When Baron Hunde returned to Germany, he ex- 
hibited to fome friends his extenfive powers for pro- 
pagating this fyftem of Mafonry, and made a.few 
Knights. But he was not very active. Probably the 
failure of the Pretender’s attempt to recover the throne 
of his anceftors had put anend to Hunde’s hopes of 
making a figure. In the mean time Free Mafonry 
was cultivated with zeal in Germany, and many ad- 
venturers found their advantage in fupporting particu- 
Jar fchilms. 

But in 1756, or 1757, a complete revolution took 
place. The French officers who were prifoners at 
large in Berlin, undertook, with the affurance peculiar 
to their nation, to inftruct the fimple Germans in every 
thing that embcllifhes fociety. They faid, that the 
homefpun Free Mafonry, which had been imported 
from England, was fit only for the unpolifhed minds 
of the Britith ; but that in France it had grown into 
an elegant fy ftem, fit for the profion of Gentlemen. 
Nay, they faid, that the Englith were ignorant of true 
Mafonry, and poffefled nothing but the introduction 
to it; and even this was not underftood by them. 
When the ribbands and ftars, with which the French 
had ornamented the Order, were fhown to the Ger- 
mans, they could not refilt the enchantment, A Mr. 
Rofa, a French commiflary, brought from Paris a 
complete waggon load of Mafonic ornaments, which 

were 


56 THE SCHISMS IN CHAP. I; 


were all diftributed before it had reached Berlin, and 
he was obliged to orcer another, to furnifh the Lodges 
of that city. It became for a while a moft profitable 
bufinefs to many French officers and commiffaries dif- 
perfed over Germany, having little elf todo. Every 
body gaped for inftruction, and chefe kind teachers 
were always ready to beftowit. In half a year Free 
Mafonry underwent a complete revolution all over 
Germany, and Chevaliers multiplied without number. 
The Rofaic fyftern was a gofpel to the Mafons, and 
the poor Britifh fyftem was defpifed. Bur the new 
Lodges of Berlin, as they had been the teachers of the 
whole empire, wanted aifo to be the governors, and 
infifted on complete fubjection from all the others. 
This ftartled the Free Mafons at a diflance, and awa- 
kened them from their golden dreams. Now began a 
ftruggle for dominion and fer independency. This | 
made the old Lodges think a little about the whole 
affair. ‘The refuit of this was a counter revolution, 
Though no man couid pretend that he underftood the 
true meaning of Free Mafonry, its origin, its hiftory, 
or its real aim, all faw that the interpretations of their 
hieroglyphics, and the rituals of the new degrees im- 
ported from France, were quite gratuitous. It ap- 
peared, therefore, that the fafeft thing for them was 
an appeal to the birth-place cf Mafonry. They fent 
to London for inftructions. There they learned, that 
nothing was acknowledyed for genuine unfophifticated 
Matonry but the three degrees; and that the mother 
Lodge of London alone could, by her inftruétions, 
prevent the moft dangerous f{chifms and innovations, 
Many Lodges, therefore, applied for patents and in- 
ftructions. Patents were calily made cut, and mof 
willingly fent to the zealous Brethren; and thefe were 
thankfully received and paid for. But inftruction wa 
not fo eafy a matter. At that time we had nothing 

but 
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but the book of conftitutions, drawn up about 1720, 
by Anderfon and Defaguilliers, two perfons of little 
education, and of low manners, who had aimed at little 
morethan making a pretext, not altogether contemptible, 
for a convivial meeting. This, however, was receiv- 
‘ed with refpect. We are apt to {mile at grave men’s 
being fatistied with fuch coarfe and {canty fare. But 
it was of ufe, merely becaufe it gave an oftenfible rea- 
fon for refitting the defpotifm of the Lodges of Berlin. 
Several refpectable Lodges, particularly that of Frank- 
forton the Mayne, that of Brunfwick, that of Wetz- 
lar, and the Royal Yorkof Berlin, refolutely adhered 
to the Englifh fyftem, and denied themlelves all the 
enjoyment of the French degrees, rather than acknow- 

ledge the fupremacy of the Rofaic Lodges of Berlin. 
- About the year 1764 a new revolution took place. 
An adventurer, who called himfelf Johnfon, and pafled 
himfelf for an Englifhman, but who was really a Ger- 
man or Bohemian named Leucht, faid that he was am- 
balfador from the Chapter of Knights Templars at Old 
Aberdeen in Scotland, fent to teach the Germans what 
was true Mafonry. He pretended to tranfinute metals, 
and fome of the Brethren declared that they had feen 
him do it repeatedly. This reached Baron Hunde, 
and brought back all his former enthufiafm. There is 
fomething very dark in this part of the hiftory; for ia 
a little Johnfon told his partifans that the only point he 
had to inform them of was, that Baron Hunde was the 
Grand Matter of the 7th province of Mafonry, which 
included the whole of Germany, and the royal do- 
minions of Prufa. He fhowed them a map of the Ma- 
fonic Empire arranged into provinces, each of which 
had diftinguifhing emblems. Thefe are all taken from © 
an old forgotten and infignificant book, Typotii Symbola 
Divina et Humana, publifhed in i601. There is not 
the leaft trace in this book either of Mafonry of Tem- 
H plars, 
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piars, and the emblems are taken out without the 
{mallet ground of felection. Some inconfiftency with 
the former magnificent promifes of Johnfon ftartled 
them at firft, bot they acquiefced and fubmitted to 
Baron Hunde as Grand Mafer of Germany. Soon af- 
ter Johnfon turned out to be a cheat, efcaped, was ta- 
ken, and put in prifon, where hedicd. Yer this feems 
not tohave ruined the credit of Baron Hunde. He 
erected Lodges, gave afew fimple inftructions, all in 
the fyftem of Englifh Mafonry, and promifed, that 
when they had approved themfelves as good Mafons, 
he would then impart the mighty fecret. After two 
or three years of noviciate, a convention was held at 
Altenberg; and he told them that his whole fecret was, 
that every true Mafon was a Knight Templar. They 
were aftonifhed, and difappointed ; for they expected 
in general that he would teach them the philofopher’s 
ftone, or ghoft-raifing, or magic. After much dif- 
content, falling out, and difpute, many Lodges united 
in this fyftem, ‘Made fomewhat moderate and palatable, 
under the name of the Srricr Discirninarians, 
Strickten Obfervanz. It was acceptable to many, be- 
caufe they infifted that they were really Knights, pro- 
perly confecrated, though without temperalities; and 
they ferioufly fet themfelves about forming a fund which 
fhould fecure the Order in a landed property and ré- 
venue, which would give them a refpectable civil ex- 
iftence. Hunde declared that his whole eftate fhould 
devolve on the Order, But the vexations which he af- 
terwards met with, and his falling in love with a lady 
who prevailed on him to became Roman Catholic, 
made him he his intention. ‘The Order went on, 
however, and acguired confiderable credit by the feri- 
ous regularity ee hear proceedings ; and, although in 
the mean time a new apoltle of { Myiteries, a Dr. “Fins 
zendorft, one of the Sri Oservanz, introduced anew 
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fyftem, which he faid was from Sweden, diflinguifhed 
by fome of the myflical doctrines of the Swedenborgh 
fect, and though the fyftemobrained the Royal patron- 
age, and a Naticnal Lodge was eftablifhed at Berlin 
by patent, ftill the Yempelurden, or Orden des Striden 
Objfervenz, continued to be very refpedtable. The 
German gentry were better pleafed witha Grand Mat- 
ter of their own choofing, than with any impofed on 
them by authority. 

During this ftate of things, one Stark, a Proteftant 
divine, well known in Germany by his writings, made 
another trial cf public faith. One Gugemes, (a prie 
vate gentleman, but who would pafs for fon toa King 
of Cyprus), and one Schropfer, keeper of a coifee- 
houfe at Nuremberg, drew crowds of Free Mafons 
around them, to learn ghoft-raifing, exorcifm, and al- 
chymy. Numbers came from a great diftance to 
Weibad to fee and learn thefe myferies, and Free Ma- 
fonry was onthe point of another revolution, Dr, 
Stark was anadeptin ali thefe things, and had contended 
with Caglioftro in Courland for the palm of fuperiority. 
He faw that this deception could not Jong ftand its 
ground. He therefore came forward, at a convention 
at Braunfchweig in 1772, and faid co the Seriét Dif- 
ciplinarians or Templars, That he was of their Order, 
but of che fpiritual department, and was deputed by 
the Chapter of K—m—d—t in Scotland, where he 
was Chancellor of the Congregation, and had the name 
of Archidemides, Egues ab Aguile fuiva: That this 
Chapter had the fuperintendance of the Order: That 
they alone could confecrate the Knights, or the un- 
known fuperiors ; and that he was deputed to inftrust 
them in the real principles of the Order, and impart iis 
ineftimable fecrets, which could nor be known to Ba- 
ron Hunde, as he would readily acknowledge when he 
fhould converfe with him. Johnion, he faid, hid been 


one, 
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a cheat, and probably a murderer. He had got fome 
knowledge from papers which he muft have ftolen from 
amiffionary, who had difappeared, and was probably 
killed. Gugomos and Schropfer muft have had fome 
fimilar information ; and Schropfer had even deceived 
him for atime. He was ready to execute his com- 
miffion, upon their coming under the neceffary obliga- 
tions of fecrecy and of fubmiffion. Hunde (whofe name 
in the Order was the Egues ab En/e) acquief{ced at once, 
and propofed a convention, with full powers to decide 
and accept. But a Schubart, a gentleman of character, 
who was treafurer tothe Templar Mafons, and had an 
employment which gave him confiderable influence in 
the Order, ftrongly diffuaded them from fuch a mea- 
fure. The moft unqualified fubmiffion to unknown 
fuperiors, and to conditions equally unknown, was re- 
quired previous to the fmalleft communication, or any 
knowledge of the powers which Archidemides had to 
treat with them. Many meetings were held, and 
many attempts were made to learn fomething of this 
{piricual court, and of what they might expect from 
them. Dr. Stark, Baron Weggenfak, Baron von Ra- 
ven, and fome others of his coadjutors in the Lodges 
at Koningfberg in Pruffia, and at Wifmar, were re- 
ceived intothe Order. But in vain—nothing was ob- 
tained from thefe ghoftly Knights but fome infignificant 
ceremonials of receptions and confecrations. Of this 
kind of novelties they were already heartily fick; and 
though they all panted after the expected wonders, 
they were fo much frightenedby the unconditional fub- 
miffion, that they could come to no agreement, and 
the fecrets of the Scotch Congregation of K—m—d—t 
ftill remain with Dr. Stark. They did, however, a 
fenfible thing; they fenta deputation to Old Aberdeen, 
to enquire after the caves where their venerable myf- 
teries were Known, and their treafures were hid. They 


had 
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had, as they thought, merited fome more confidence; 
for they had remitted annual contributions to thefe 
unknown fuperiors, to the amount of fome thoufands 
of rix dollars. But alas! their ambaffadors found the 
Free Mafons of Old Aberdeen ignorant of all this, 
and as eager to learn from the ambaffadors what was 
the true origin-and meaning of Free Matonry, of 
which they knew nothing but the fimple tale of Old 
Hiram. ‘This broke Stark’s credit; but he {till in- 
fitted on the reality of his commiffion, and faid that 
the Brethren at Aberdeen were indeed ignorant, but 
that he had never faid otherwife; their expectations 
from that quarter had refted on the fcraps purloined 
by Johnfon. He reminded them ofa thing well known 
to themfelves ; that one of them had been fent for by 
a dying nobleman to receive papers on this fubject, and 
that his vifit having been delayed a few hours by an 
unavoidable accident, he found all burnt but a trag- 
ment of a capitulary, and a thing in cypher, part 
of which he (Dr. Stark) had explained to them. 
They had employed another gentleman, a H. Wach- 
ter, to make fimilar enquiries in Italy, where Schrop- 
fer and others (even Hunde) had told them great de- 
crets were to be obtained from the Pretender’s fecre- 
tary Approfi, and others. Wachter told them, that 
all this was a fiction, but that he had fcen at Florence 
fome Brethren from the Holy Land, who really pof- 
feffed wonderful fecrets, which he was willing to im- 
part, on proper conditions. Thele, however, they 
could not accede to; bur they were cruelly tortured by 
feeing Wachter, who had left Germany in fober cir- 
cumitances, now a man of great wealth and expence. 
He would not-acknowledge that he had got the fecret 
of gold-making from the Afiatic Brethren; but faid 
that no man had any right to afk him how he had come 
by his fortune. Ic was encugh that he behaved hono- 

rably, 
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rably, and owed no man any thing. He broke off all 
connections with them, and left them in great diftrefs 
about their Order, and panting after his fecrets. Rium 
teneatis amici? 

Stark, in revenge for the oppofition he had met 
with from Schubart, left no ftone unturned to hurt 
him with his Brethren, and fucceeded, fo that he left 
them in difguft. Hunde died about this time. A 
book appeared, called, The Stumbling Block and Rock 
of Offence, which betrayed (by their own confeffion) 
the whole fecrets of the Order of Templars, and foon 
made an end of it, as far as it went beyond the fimple 
Englifh Mafonry. 

Thus was the faith of Free Mafons quite unhinged 
in Germany. But the rage for myfteries and wonder 
was not in the Jeaft abated; and the habits of thefe 
fecret Affemblies were becoming every day more crav- 
ing. Diffenfion and fchifm was multiplying in every 
quarter; and the Inftitution, inftead of being an in- 
citement to mutual complaifance and Brotherly love, 
had become a fource of contention, and of bitter en- 
mity. Not fatisfied with defending the propriety of 
its own Infticutions, each Syftem cf Free Mafonry 
was bufy in enticing away the partifans of other Syf- 
tems, fhut their Lodges again{ft each other, and pro- 
ceeded even to vilify and perfecute the adherents of 
every Syftem but their own. 

Thefe animofities aroie chiefly from the quarrels 
about precedency, and the arrogance (as it was thought) 
of the patent Lodge of Berlin, in pretending to have 
any authority in the other parts of the empire. But 
thele pretenfions were not the refult of mere vanity. 
The French importers of the new degrees, always true 
to the glory of their nation, hoped by this means to 
fecure the dependence even of this frivolous fociety ; 
perhaps they might forefee political ufes and benefits 
which 
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which might arife from it. One thing is worth notice : 
The French Lodges had all emanated from the great 
Confederation under the Duke de Chartres; and, 

even if we had no other proof, we might prefume that 
they would cultivate the fame principles that characte- 
rifed that Sect. But we are certain that infidelity and 
laxity of moral principles were prevalent in the Rofaic 
Lodges, and that the obfervation of this corruption 
had offended many of the fober old-fafhioned Lodges, 
and was one great caufe of any check that was given 
to the brilliant Mafonry of France. It is the obferva- 
tion of this circumftance, in which they ali refembled, 
and which foon ceafed to be a diftinétion, becaufe it 
pervaded the other Lodges, that has induced me to 
expatiate more on this hiftory of Free Malonty in Ger- 
many, than may appear to my readers to be adequate 
to the importance of Free Mafonry in the general fub- 
ject-matter of thefe pages. But I hope that it will 
appear in the courfe of my narration that I have noc 
given it a greater value than it deferves. 

About this very time there was a great revolution. 
of the public mind in Germany, and fcepticifm, infi- 
delity, and irreligion, noc only were prevalent in the 
minds and manners of the wealthy and luxurious, and 
of the profligate of lower ranks, but began to appear 
in the productions of the prefs. Some circumftances, 
peculiar to Germany, occafioned thefe Aecleintions 
from the former acquicfcence in the faith of their fore 
fathers to become more uniform and remarkable than 
they would otherwife have been. The confeffions of 
Germany are. the Roman Catholic, the Lutheran, 
(which they call Proteftanr,) and the Calvinift, (which 
they call Reformed). Thefe are profefled in many {mall 
contiguous principalities, and there is hardly one of 
them in which all the three have not free exercite, The 
defire of making profelvtes is natural to all ferious pre- 
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feffors of a rational faith, and was frequently exercifed. 
The Roman Catholics are fuppofed by us to be parti- 
cularly zealous; and the Proteftants ( Lutherans and Cal- 
vinifts) were careful to oppofe them by every kind of 

argument, among which thote of ridicule and reproach 
were not fpared. The Catholics accufed them of infi- 
delity refpecting the fundamental doctrines of Chrifti- 
anity which they profefied to believe, and even with 
refpect to the doctrines of natural religion. This ac- 
culation was long very flightly fupported ; but, of late, 
by better proofs. The {pirit of free enquiry was the 
great boaft of the Proteftants, and the only fupport 
again{t the Catholics, fecuring them both in their reli- 
gious and civil rights. It was s therefore encouraged by 
their governments. It is not to be wondered at that it 
fhould be indulged to excefs, or improperly, even by 
ferious men, liable to error, in their difputes with 
the Catholics. In the progrefs of this conteft, even _ 
their own Confeffions did not efcape criticifm, and it 
was afferted that the Reformation which thofe Con- 
feflions exprefs was not complete. Further Refor- 
mations were propofed. The Scriptures, the foun- 
dation of our faith, were examined by clergymen of 
very different capacities, difpofitions, and views, till 
by explaining, correcting, allegorifing, and otherwife 
twifting the Bible, men’s minds had hardly any thing 
left to reft on as a doétrine of revealed religion, This 
encouraged others to go farther, and to fay that reve- 
lation was a folecifm, as plainly appeared by the ir- 
reconcilcable differences among thofe Enlighteners (fo 
they were called) of the public, and that man had no-: 
thing to truft to but the dictates of natural reafon. 
Another fet of writers, proceeding from this as a point 
already fettled, profcribed all religion whatever, and 
openly taught the doctrines of materialifm and atheifm. 


Mot of thefe innovations were the work of Proteftanc 
divines 
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divines, from the caufes that Ihave mentioned. Tel- 
ler, Semler, Eberhardt, Leffing, Bahrdt, Riem, and 
Shultz, had the chief hand in ail thefe innovations. 
But no man contributed more than Nicholai, an emi- 
nent and learned bookfeller in Berlin. He has been 
for many years the publifher of a periodical work, 
called the General German Library, (dlgemein deut/che 
Bibliothek, ) confifting of original differtations, and re- 
views of the writings of others. The great merit of 
this work, on account of many learned differtations 
which appear in it, has procured it much influence on 
that clafs of readers whofe leifure or capacity did not 
allow them a more profound kind of reading. This 
is the bulk of readers ia every country. Nicholai 
gives a decided preference to the writings of the En- 
lighteners, and in his reviews treats them with parti- 
cular notice, makes the public fully acquainted with 
-their works, and makes the molt favourable com- 
ments; whereas the performances of their oppo- 
nents, or more properly fpeaking, the defenders 
of the National Creeds, are neglected, omitted, 
or barely mentioned, or they are criticifed with 
every feverity of ridicule and reproach. He fell upon 
a very fure method of rendering the orthodox writers 
difagreeable to the public, by reprefenting them as 
the abetters of fuperftition, and as fecret Jefuits. He- 
afferted, that the abolition of the Order of Loyola is 
only apparent. The Brethren ftill retained their con- 
nection, and moft part of their property, under the 
fecret patronage of Catholic Princes. They are, there- 
fore, in every corner, in every habit and character, 
working with unwearied zeal for the reftoration of 
their empire. He raifed a general alarm, and made a 
journey through Germany, hunting for Jefuits, and 
for this purpofe, became Free Mafon and Rofycrucian, 
being introduced by his. friends Gedicke and Biefter, 
I clergymen, 
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clergymen, publifhers of the Berlin Monatfehrift, and 
moft zealous promoters of the new doctrines. This 
favour he has repaid at his return, by betraying the 
myfteries of the Lodges, and by much bitter fatire. 
His journey was publifhed in fevcral volumes, and is 
full of frightful Jefuitifms. This man, as I have faid, 
found the greateft fuccefs in his method of flandering 
the defenders of Bible-Chriftianity, by reprefenting 
them as concealed Jefuits. But, not contented with 
open difcuffion, he long ago publifhed a fort of ro- 
mance, called Sedaldus Nothanker, in which thefe di- 
vines are introduced under feigned names, and made 
as ridiculous and deteftable as poffible. All this was 
a good trading job; for fceptical and free-thinking 
writings have every where a good market; and Ni- 
cholai was not only reviewer, but publifher, having 
prefies in diferent cities of the Empire. The im- 
menfe literary manufacture of Germany, far exceeding 
that of any nation of Europe, is carried en in a very 
particular way. The books go in fheets to the great 
fairs of Leipfic and Frankfort, twice a-year. The 
bookfellers meet there, and fee at one glance the ftate 
of literature; and having fpeculated and made their 
bargains, the books are inftantly difperfed through 
every part of the Empire, and appear at once in all 
quarters. Although every Principality has an officer 
fer licenfing, it is impoffible to prevent the currency 
of a performance, although it may be prohibited; for 
it is to be had by the carrier at three or four miles dif- 
tance in another ftate. By this mode of traffic, a plot 
may be formed, and actually has been formed, for 
giving any particular turn to the literature of the coun- 
try. There is an excellent work printed at Bern by 
the author Heinzmann, a bookfeller, called, Appeal 
tomy Counters, concerning a Combinaticn of Writers, and 
Bookfelicrs, to rule the Literature of Germany, and on 

the 
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the Public Mind into a Contempt for the Religicn and Civil 
Eftablifoments of the Expire. It contains a hiftorical ac- 
count of the publications in every branch of literature 
for about thirty years. The author hows, in the moft 
convincing manner, that the prodigious change from 
the former fatisfaction of the Germans on thofe fub- 
jects to their prefent difcontent and attacks from every 
quarter, is neither a fair picture of the prevailing fen- 
timents, nor has been the fimple operation of things, 
buc the refult of a combination of trading Infidels. 

I have here fomewhat anticipated, (for I hope to 
point out the fources of this combination,) becaufe it 
helps to explain or illuftrate the progrefs of infidelity 
and irreligion that I was fpeaking of. Ir was much 
accelerated by another circumftance. One Bafedow, a 
mzn of talents and learning, fet up, in the Principality 
of Anhalt-Deffau, a PHILANTHROPINE, or academy 
of general education, on a plan extremely different 
from thofe of the Univerfities and Academies. By 
this appellation, the founder hoped to make parents 
expect that much attention would be paid to the mo- 
rals of the pupils; and indeed the programs or adver- 
tifements by which Bafedow announced his infticution 
to the public, defcribed it as the profeffed feminary 
of practical Ethics. Languages, fciences, and the or- 
namental exercifes, were here coniidered as mere ac- 
ceflories, and the great aim was to form the young 
mind to the love of mankind and of virtue, by a plan 
of moral education which was very fpecious and unex- 
ceptionable. But there was a circumftance which 
greatly obftruéted the wide profpects of the founder. 
Fiow were the religicus opinions of the youth to be 
cared for? Catholics, Lutherans, and Calvinifts, were 
aimon equally numerous in the adjoining Principali- 
ties; and the excluften of any two of thefe commu- 
uons would procigicufly limit the propofed ufefulnefs 
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of the inftitution. Bafedow was a man of talents, a 
good fcholar, and a perfuafive writer. He framed a 
fet of rules, by which the education fhould be con- 
ducted, and which, he thought, fhould make every 
parent eafy ; and the plan is very judicious and manly. 
But none came but Lutherans. His zeal and intereft 
in the thing made him endeavour to intereft others; 
and he found this no hard matter. The people of 
condition, and al] fenfible men, faw that it would be 
a very great advantage to the place, could they induce 
men to fend their children frem all the neighbouring 
ftates. What we wifh, we readily believe to be the 
truth; and Bafedow’s plan and reafonings appeared 
complete, and had the fupport of all claffes of men. 
The moderate Calvinifts, after fome time, were not 
averfe from them, and the literary manufacture of 
Germany was foon very bufy in making pamphlets, 
defending, improving, attacking, and reprobating the 
plans. Innumerable were the projects for moderating 
the differences between the three Chriftian commu- 
nions of Germany, and making it poffible for the 
members of them all, not only to live amicably among 
each other, and to worfhip God in the fame church, 
but even to communicate together. This attempt na- 
turally gave rife to much fpeculation and refinement; 
and the propofals for amendment of the formulas and 
the inflreétions from the pulpit were profecuted with 
fo much keennefs, that the ground-work, Chriftianity, 
was refined and refined, till it vanifhed altogether, 
Jeaving Deifm, or Natural, or, as it was called, Phi- 
lofophical Religion, in its place. I am not much mif- 
taken as to hiftorical fact, when I fay, that the afto- 
nifhing change in religious doctrine which has taken 
place in Proteftant Germany within thefe, laft thirty 
years was chiefly occafioned by this fcheme of Bafe- 
dow’s. The predifpefing caufes exifted, indeed, and 

were 
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were general and powerful, and the diforder had al- 
ready broken out. But this {pecious and enticing ob- 
ject firft gave a title to Proteftant clergymen to put to 
their hand without rifk of being cenfured. 

Bafedew corrected, and corrected again, but not 
one Catholic came to the Philanthropine. He feems 
to have thought that the beft plan would be, to banith 
all pofitive religion whatever, and that he would then 
be fure of Catholic fcholars. Cardinal Dubois was fo 
far right with refpect to the firft Catholic pupil of the 
church. He had recommended ,a man of his own 
ftamp to Louis XIV. to fill fome important office. 
The monarch was aftonifhed, and told the Cardinal, 
that “ that would never do, for the man was a Janfe- 
“ nift; Eb! que non, Sire,’ faid the Cardinal, * il 
“ weft qu’ Athée ;” all was fafe, and the man got the 
priory. But though all was in vain, Bafedow’s Phi- 
lanthropine at Deffau got a high character. He pub- 
lifhed many volumes on education that have much 
merit. 

It were well had this been all. But moft unfortu- 
nately, though moft naturally, writers of loofe moral 
principles and of wicked hearts were encouraged by 
the impunity which the {fceptical writers experienced, 
and ventured to publifh things of the vilett tendency, 
inflaming the paffions and juftifying licentious manners. 
Thefe maxims are congenial with irreligion and Athe- 
ifm, and the books found a quick market. It was 
chiefly in the Pruffian States that this went on. The 
late King was, to fay the beft of him, a naturalift, and, 
holding this life for his all, gave full liberty to his fub- 
jects to write what they pleafed, provided they did not 
touch on {tate matters. He declared, however, to a 
minifter of his court, long before his death, that “ he 
“ was extremely forry that his indifference had pro- 
© duced fuch effects ; that he was fenfible it had greatly 

** contri- 
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« contributed to hurt the peace and mutual good treat- 
« ment of his fubjects ;” and he faid, “ that he would 
« willingly give up the glory of his beft- fought battle, 
“ to have the fatisfaction of leaving his people in the 
« fame ftate of peace and fatisfaétion with their reli- 
« gious eftablifhments, that he found them in at his 
« acceffion to the throne.” His fuccefor Frederick 
William found that things had gone much too far, and 
determined to fupport the church-eftablifhment in the 
moft peremptory manner; but at the fame time to al- 
low perfect freedom of thinking and converfing to the 
profeffors of every Chriflian faith, provided it was en- 
joyed without difturbing the general peace, or any 
encroachment on the rights of thofe already iupported 
by law. He publithed : an edict te this effect, which 
is really 2 model worthy of imitation in every country. 
This was the epoch of a ftrange revolution. It was 
attacked from all hands, and criticifms, fatires, flan- 
ders, threatenings, poured in from every quarter. The 
independency of the neighbouring ftates, and the mo- 
narch’s not being a great favourite among feveral of 
his neighbours, permitted the publication of thofe 
pieces in the adjoining principalities, and it was im- 
poffible to prevent their circulation even in the Pruf- 
fian States. His edict was called an unjuftifiable ty- 
ranny over the confciences of men; the dogmas fup- 
ported by it were termed abfurd iuperftitions; the 
King’s private character, and his opinions in religious 
matters, were treated with little reverence, nay, were 
ridiculed and fcandaloufly abufed. This feld of dif- 
cuffion being thus thrown open, the writers did not 
confine themfelves to religious matters. After flatly 
denying that the prince of any country had the fmalleft 
right to prefcribe, cr even direct the faith of his fub- 
jeéts, they extended their difcuffions to the rights of 
princes in general; and now they fairly opened their 
trenches, 
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trenches, and made an attack in form on the conftitu- 
tions of the German confederacy, and, after the ufual 
approaches, they fet up the ftandard of univerfal citi- 
zenfhip on the very ridge of the glacis, and fummoned 
the fort to furrender. The moft daring of thefe attacks 
was a collection of anonymous letters on the conftitu- 
tution of the Pruffian States. It was printed (or faid 
to be fo) at Utrecht; but by comparing the faults of 
fome types with fome books printed in Berlin, it was 
fuppofed by ali to be the production of one of Nicho- 
Jai’s preffes. It was thought to be the compofition of 
Mirabeau. It is certain that he wrote a French tranf- 
lation, with a preface and notes, more impudent than 
the work itfelf. The monarch is declared to be a ty- 
rant; the people are addreffed as a parcel of tame 
wretches crouching under oppreffion. The people of 
Silefia are reprefented as ftill in a worfe condition, and 
are repeatedly called to roufe themfelves, and to rife 
up and affert their rights. The King is told, that 
there is a combination of philofophers (conjuration) 
who are leagued together in defence of truth and rea- 
fon, and which no power can withftand; that they are 
to be found in every country, and are connected by 
mutual and folemn engagement, and will put in prac- 
tice every mean of attack. Enlightening, inftruction, 
was the general cry among the writers. The triumph 
of reafon over error, the overthrow of fuperftition and 
flavifh fear, freedom from religious and political pre- 
judices, and the eftablifhmeat of liberty and equality, 
the natural and unalienable rights of man, were the 
topics of general declamation ; and it was openly main- 
tained, that fecret focieties, where the communication 
of fentiment fhould be free from every reftraint, was 
the molt effectual means for inftructing and enlighten- 
ing the world, © 

And 
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And thus it appears, that Germany has experienced 
the fame gradual progrefs, from Religion to Atheifm, 
from decency to diffolutenels, and.from loyalty to re- 
bellion, which has had its courfe in France. And I 
muft now add, that this progrefs has been effected in 
the fame manner, and by the fame means ; and that 
one of the chief means of feduction has been the Lodges 
of the Free Mafons. The French, along with their 
numerous chevaleries, and ftars, and ribands, had 
brought in the cuftom of haranguing in the Lodges, 
and as human nature has a confiderable uniformity 
every where, the fame topics became favourite fub- 
jects of declamation that had tickled the ear in France; 
there were the fame corruptions of fentiments and man- 
ners among the luxurious or profligate, and the fame 
incitements to the utterance of thefe fentiments, 
wherever it could be done with fafety; and I may fay, 
that the zealots in all thefe tracts of freethinking were 
more ferious, more grave, and fanatical. Thefe are 
not affertions @ priori. I can produce proofs. There 
was a Baron Knigge refiding at that time in the neigh- 
bourhood of Frankfort, of whom I fhall afterwards 
have occafion frequently to fpeak. This man was an 
enthufiaft in Mafonry from his youth, and had run 
through every poffible degree of it. He was diffatisfied 
with them all, and particularly with the frivolity of the 
French chivalry; but he ftll believed that Mafonry 
contained invaluable fecrets. He imagined that he faw 
a glimfe of them in the co{mo-political and fceptical dif- 
courfes in their Lodges; he fat down to meditate on 
thefe, and foon collected his thoughts, and found that 
thofe French orators were right without knowing it ; 
and that Mafonry was pure natural religion and univer- 
fal citizenflhip, and that this was alfo true Chriftianity. 
In this faich he immediately began his career of Bro- 
therly love, and publifhed three volumes of ee ; 

the 
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the firft and third publifhed at Frankfort, and the fe- 
cond at Heidelberg, but without his name. He pub- 
lifhed alfo a popular fyftem of religion. In all thefe 
publications, of which there are extracts in the Religions 
Begebenbeiten, Chriftianity is confidered as a mere alle- 
gory, or a Mafonic type of natural religion; the moral 
duties are fpun into the common-place “declamations of 
univerfal benevolence; and the attention ts continually 
directed to the abfurdities and horrors of fuperftition, 
the fufferings of the poor, the tyranny and oppreffion 
of the great, the tricks of the priefts, and the indolent 
fimplicity and patience of the laity and of the common 
people. The happinefs of the patriarchal life, and 
fweets of univerfal equality and freedom, are the bur- 
den of every paragraph; and the general tenor of the 
whole is to make men difcontented with their condi- 
tion of civil fubordination, and the reftraints of reveal- 
ed religion. 

All the proceedings of Kniggein the Mafonic fchifms 
fhow that he was a zealous apoftle of cofmo. politi, 
and that he was continually dealing wich people in the 
Lodges who were affociated with “him in propagating 
thofe notions among the Brethren; fo that we are cer- 
tain that fuch converfations were common in the Ger- 
man Lodges. 

When the reader confiders all thefe circumftances, 
he will abate of that furprife which naturally affects a 
Briton, when he reads accounts of conventions for dif- 
cuffing and fixing the dogmatic tenets of Free Ma- 
fonry. The perfect freedom, civil and rega 
which we enjoy in this, happy country, being familia 
to every man, we indulge it with calmnefs and Hig) 
ration, and fecret aftemblies hardly differ from the 
common meetings of friends and neighbours. Wedo 
not forget the expediency of civil fubordination, and 
of thofe diftin@tions which arife from fecure poftfion 
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of our rights, and the gradual accumulation of the 
comforts of life in the families of the fober and in- 
duftrious. Thefe have, by prudence and a refpedta- 
ble ceconomy, preferved the acquifitions of their an- 
ceftors. Every man feels in his own breaft the ftrong 
cail of nature to procure for himfelf and his chil- 
dren, by every honeft and commendable exertion, 
the means of public confideration and refpect. No 
man is jo totally without fpirit, as not to think the 
better of his condition when he is come of credit- 
able parents, and has creditable connections; and 
without thinking that he is in any refpect generous, he 
prefumes that others have the fame fentiments, and 
therefore allows the moderate expreffion of them, 
without thinking it infolence or haughtinefs. All 
thefe things are familiar, are not thought of, and we 
enjoy them as we enjoy ordinary health, without per- 
ceiving it. But in the fame manner as a young man 
who has been long confined by ficknefs, exults in re- 
turning health, and is apt to riot in the enjoyment of 
what he fo diftinétly feels; fo thofe who are under 
continual check in open fociety, feel this emancipa- 
tion in thofe hidden affemblies, and indulge with ea- 
gernefs in the exprefiion of fentiments which in public 
they muft {mother within their own breaft. Such 
meetings, therefore, have a zeft that is very alluring, 

and they are frequented with avidity. ‘There is no 
country in Europe where this kird of enjoyment is fo 
poignant as in Germany. Very infignificant principa- 
liries have the fame rank in the General Federation 
with very extenfive dominions. The internal confti- 
tution of each petty ftate being modelled in nearly the 
hime manner, the official honours of their little courts 
become ludicrous and even farcical. The Geheim 
Liofra ath, the iiofn marelehial, and all the Kammerhers 


m 


af a Prince, w kafe dominions do not equal the eftates 
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of many Englifh Squires, caufe the whole to appear 
like the play of children, and muft give frequent oc- 
cafion for difcontent and ridicule. Mafon Lodges even 
keep this alive. The fraternal equality profeffed in 
them is very flattering to thofe who have not fucceed- 
ed in the fcramble for civil diftinétions. Such perfons 
become the moft zealous Mafons, and generally ob- 
tain the active offices in the’ Lodges, and have an op- 
portunity of treating with authority perfons whom in 
public fociety they muft look up to with fome refpect. 
Thefe confiderations account, in fome meafure, for 
the importance which Free Mafonry has acquired in 
Germany. For a long while the hopes of learning 
fome wonderful fecret made a German Baron think no- 
thing of long and expenfive journies in queit of fome 
new degree. Of late, the cofmo-political doétrines 
encouraged and propagated in the Lodges, and fome 
hopes of producing a Revolution in fociety, by which 
men of talents fhould obtain the management of public 
affairs, feem to be the caufe of all the zeal with which 
the order is {till cherifhed and promoted. In a perio- 
dical work, publifhed at Neuwied, called Algemein 
Zeitung der Freymaurerey, we have the lift of the Lodges 
in 1782, with the names of the Office-bearers. Four- 
fifths of thefe are clergymen, profeffors, perfons hav- 
ing offices in the common law-courts, men of letters 
by trade, fuch as reviewers and journalifts, and other 
pamphleteers; a clafs of men, who generally think 
that they have not attained that rank in fociety to 
which their talents entitle them, and imagine that they 
could difcharge the important offices of the ftate with 
reputation to themfelves and advantage to the public. 
The miferable uncertainty and inftability of the Ma- 
fonic faith, which I defcribed above, was not altoge- 
ther the effect of mere chance, but had been greatly 
accelerated by the machinations of Baron Knigge, and 
fome 
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fome other cofmo-political Brethren whom he had 
called to his affiftance. Knigge had now formed a 
{cheme for uniting the whole Fraternity, for the pur- 
pofe of promoting his Utopian plan of univerfal bene- 
volence in a ftate of liberty and equality. He hoped 
to do this more readily by completing their embarrafl- 
ment, and fhowing each fyitem how infirmits foundation 
was, and how little chance it had of obtaining a general 
adherence. The Striéfen Obfervanz had now completely 
loft its credit, by which it had hoped to get the better 
of all the reft. Knigge therefore propofed a plan to the 
Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar, by which all the fyf- 
tems might, in fome meafure, be united, or at leaft be 
brought to a ftate of mutual forbearance and inter- 
courle. He propofed that the Enelifh fyftem fhould 
be taken fer the ground-work, and to receive all and 
only thofe who had taken the three fymbolical degrees, 
as they were now generally called. After thus guard- 
ing this general point of faith, he propofed to allow 
the validity of every degree or rank which fhould be 
received in any’ Lodge, or be made the character of 
any particular fyftem. Thefe Lodges having fecured 
the adherence of fevera] others, brought about a ge- 
neral convention at Willemibad in Hainault, where 
every different fyttem fhould communicate its peculiar 
tenets. It was then hoped, that after an examination 
of them all, a conftitution might be formed, which 
fhould comprehend every thing that was moft worthy 
of felection, and therefore be far better than the ac- 
commodating fyitem already defcribed. By this he 
hoped to get his favourite fcheme introduced into the 
whole Order, and Free Mafons made zealous Citizens 
of the World. I beiieve he was fincere in thefe in- 
rentions, and did not with to difturb the public peace. 
The convention was accordingly held, and lafted a 

long 
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long while, the deputies confulting about the frivoli- 
ties of Mafonry, with all the ferioufnefs of ftate am- 
baffadors. But there was great fhynefs in their com- 
munications ; and Knigge was making but {mall pro- 
grefs in his plan, when he met with another Mafon, 
the Marquis of Conftanza, who in an inftant convert- 
ed him, and changed all his meafures, by fhowing him 
that he (Knigge) was only doing by halves what was 
already accompliihed by another Society, which had 
carried it to its full extent. They immediately fer 
about undoing what he had been occupied with, and 
heightened as much as they could the diffentions al- 
ready fufficiently great, and, in the mean time, got 
the Lodges of Frankfort and Wetzlar, and feveral 
others, to unite, and pick out the beft of the things 
they had obrained by the communications from the 
other fyftems, and they formed a plan of what they 
called, the Ecleéfic cr Syncritic Mafonry of the United 
Ledges of Germany. ‘they compofed a conftitution, 
ritual, and catechifm, which has merit, and is indeed 
the completeft body of Free Mafonry that we have. 

Such was the ftate of this celebrated and myfterious 
Fraternity in Germany in 1776. The fpirit of inno- 
vation had feized ail the Brethren. No man could 
give a tolerable account of the origin, hiftory, or ob- 
ject of che Order, and it appeared to all as a loft or 
forgotten myftery. The fymbols feemed to be equal- 
ly fifceptible ofevery interpretation, and none of thefe 
feemed entitled to any decided preference. 
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] HAVE now arrived at what 1 fhould call the great 
epoch of Cofmo-politifm, the {cheme communicated 
to Baron Knigge by the Marchefe di Confianza. This 
obliges me to mention a remarkable Lodge of the 
Eclectic Mafonry, erected at Munich in Bavaria in 
1775, under the worfhipful Maiter, Profeffor Baader. 
Ic was called The Lodge Theodore of Gocd Counfel. It 
had its conftitutional patent from the Royal York at 
Berlin, but had formed a particular fyftem of its own, 
by inftructions from the Loge des Chevaliers Bienfaifants 
at Lyons, with which it kept up a correfpondence, 
This refpeét to the Lodge at Lyons had arifen from 
the preponderance acquired in general by the French 
party in the convention at Willemfbad, The depu- 
ties of the Rofaic Lodges, as well as the remains of 
the Templars, and Strien Objervanz, all looking up 
to this as the mother Lodge of what they called the 
Grand Orient de la France, confifting in (in 1782) of 
266 improved Lodges united under the D. de Chartres. 
Accordingly the Lodge at Lyons fent Mr. Wiler- 
mooz as deputy to this convention at Willemfbad, 
Refining gradually on the imple Brinfh Mafonry, the 
Lodge had formed a iyftem of praétical morality, 
which it afltrred to be the aim of genuine Mafonry, 

faying, 
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faying, that a true mafon, and a man of upright heart 
and aétive virtue, are fynonimous characters, and that 
the great aim of Free Mafonry is to promote the hap- 
pinefs of mankind by every mean in our power. In 
purfuance of thefe principles, the Lodge Theodore 
profeffedly occupied itfelf with ceconomical, ftatifti- 
cal, and political matters, and not only publifhed 
from time to time difcourfes on fuch fubjects by the 
Brother Orator, but the Members confidered them- 
felves as in duty bound to propagate and inculcate the 
fame doétrines out of doors. 

Of the zealous members of the Lodge Theodore 
the moft confpicuous was Dr. Adam Weifhaupt, Pro- 
felfor of Canon Law in the Univerfity of Ingolftadr. 
This perfon had been educated among the Jefuits ; 
but the abolition of their order made him change his 
views, and from being their pupil, he became their 
moft bitter enemy. He had acquired a high reputa- 
tion in his profeffion, and was attended not only by 
thofe intended for the practice in the law-courts, but 
alfo by young gentlemen at large in their courfe of ge- 
neral education; and he brought numbers from 
the neighbouring ftates to this univerfity, and gave a 
ton to the ftudies of the place. He embraced with 
great keennefs this opportunity of fpreading the favo- 
rite doétrines of the Lodge, and his auditory became 
the feminary of Cofmo-politifm. The engaging pic- ~ 
tures of the poffible felicity of a fociety where every 
office is held by a man of talents and virtue, and where 
every talent is fet in a place fitted for its exertion, for- 
cibly catches the generous and unfufpecting minds of 
youth, and in a Roman Catholic ftate, far advanced 
in the habits of grofs fuperttition (a character given to 
Bavaria by its neighbours) and abounding in monks 
and idle dignitaries, the opportunities muft be frequent 
for obferving the inconfiderate dominion of the clergy, 

and 
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and the abject and indolent fubmiffion of the laity. 
Accordingly Profeffor Weifhaupt fays, in his Apo- 
logy, for Iluminatifm, that Deifm, Infidelity, and 
Atheifm are more prevalent in Bavaria than in any 
country he was acquainted with. Dufcourfes, there- 
fore, in which the abfurdity and horrors of fuperfti- 
tion and {piritual tyranny were ftrongly painted, could 
not fail of making a deep impreffion. And during 
this ftate of the minds of the auditory the tranfition to 
general infidelity and irreligion is fo eafy, and fo invit- 
ing to fanguine youth, prompted perhaps by a latent 
with that the reftraints which religion impefes on the 
expectants of a future ftate might. be found, on enquiry, 
to be nothing but groundlefs terrors, that I imagine it 
requires the moft anxious care of the public teacher 
to keep the minds of his audience impreffed with the 
reality and importance of the great truth s of religion, 
while he frees them from the fhackles of blind and ab- 
furd fuperftition. I fear that this celebrated inftruétor 
had none of this anxiety, but was fatisfied with his 
great fuccefsin the laft part of this tafk, the emancipa- 
tion of his young hearers from the terrors of fuperftition. 
I fuppofe alfo that this was the more agreeable to him, 
as it procured him the triumph over the Jefuits, with 
whom he had long ftruggled for the direétion of the 
univerfity. 

This was in 1777. Weifhaupt had Jong been 
fcheming the eftablifhment of an Adfociation or Order, 
which, in time, fhould govern the world. In his firft 
fervour and high expectations, he hinted to feveral 
Ex-Jefuits the ‘probability cf their recovering, under 
anew name, the influence which they former rly poi- 
feffed, and of being again of grear fervice to fociety, 
by directing the education of f youth of diltinétion, now 
emancipated from all civil and religious prejudices. 
He prevailed on fome to join him, but they all retrac- 

ted 
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ted but two. After this difappointment Weifhaupt 
became the implacable enemy of the Jefuits; and his 
fanguine temper made him frequently lay himfelf open 
to their piercing eye, and drew on him their keeneft 
refentment, and at lat made him the viGtim of their 
enmity. ‘ 
The Lodge Theodore was the place where the 
above-mentioned doctrines were moft zealoufly propa- 
gated. But Weifhaupt’s emifaries had already pro- 
cured the acherence of many other Lodges; and the 
Eclectic Mafonry had been brought i into vogue chiefly 
by their exertions ar the Willemibad convention. The 
Lodge Theodore was perhaps lefs guarded in its pro- 
ceedings, for it hecante remarkable for the very bold 
fentiments in politics and religion which were fre- 
quently uttered in their harangues; and its members 
were noted for their zeal in making profelytes. Many 
bitter pafquinades, pres, and other offenfive pam- 
phlets were in fecret circulation, and even larger works 
of very dangerous tendency, and feveral of them were 
traced to that Lodge. The Elector often exprefied 
his difapprobation of fuch proceedings, and fent them 
kind meffages, defirine them to be careful not to dif- 
turb the peace of the country, and particularly to re- 
collect the folemn declaration made to every entrant 
into the Fraternity of Free Mafons, “ That no fubje& 
“ of religicn or politics fhall ever be touched on in 
e the Ledge ;” ade claration which alone could have 
procured his permiffion of any fecret aflembly whet 
ever, and on the SicETRy and henour of which he had 
reckoned when he gave his fanction to their eflablith- 
ment. Bat repeated accounts of the fame kind i in- 
crealed the alarms, and che Elector ordered a judicial 
enquiry into the proceedings of the Lodge Theodore. 
Te was then difcovered that this and feveral afioctated 
Lodges were thy nurfry or preparation fchool for an- 
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other Order of Mafons, who called themfelves the 
ILLUMINATED, and that the exprefs aim of this Order 
was to abolifh Chriftianity, and overturn all civil go- 
vernment, Bur the refult of the enquiry was very im- 
perfect and unfatisfactory. No illuminati were to be 
found. They were unknown in the Lodge. Some 
of the members occafionally heard of certain candi- 
dates for illumination called Minervats, who were 
fometimes feen among them. But whether thefe had 
been admitted, or who received them, was known 
only to themfelves. Some of thefe were examined in 
private by the Elector himfelf. They faid that they 
were bound by henour to fecrecy: But they affured 
the Elector, on their honour, that the aim of the Or- 
Ger was in the higheft degree praife-worthy, and ufe- 
ful both to church and ftate. But this could not allay 
the anxiety of the profane public; and it was repeat- 
edly ftated to the Elector, that members of the Lodge 
Theodore had unguardedly fpoken of this Order as 
one that in time muft rule the world. He therefore 
iffued an order forbidding, during his pleafure, all fe- 
cret affemblies, and fhucting up the Mafon Lodges, 
It was not meant to be rigoroufly enforced, but was 
intended as a trial of the deference of thefe Affociations 
for civil authority. The Lodge Theodore diftin- 
cuifhed itfelf by pointed oppofition, continuing its 
meetings; and the members, out of doors, openly re- 
probated the prohibition as an abturd and unjuftifiable 
tyranny. 

In the beginning of 1783, four profeffors of the 
Marianen Academy, founded by the widow of the late 
Elector, viz. Utfchneider, Coffandey, Renner, and 
Grunberger, with two others, were fummoned before 
the Court of Enquiry, and queftioned, on their alle- 
giance, refpecting the Order of the Iluminati. They 
acknowledged that they belonged to it, and when 

more 
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more clofely examined, they related feveral circum- 
{tances of its confticution and principles. Their de- 
clarations were immediately publifhed, and were very 
unfavourable. ‘fhe Order was faid to abjure Chrifti- 
anity, and to refute admiffion into the higher degrees 
to all who adhered to any of the three confeffions. 
Senfual pleafures were reftored to the rank they held 
in the Epicurean philofopny. Self-murder was jufti- 
fied on Stoical principles. In the Lodges death was 
declared an eternal fleep; patrioti{m and loyalty were 
called narrow-minded prejudices, and incompatible 
with univerfal benevolence; continual declamaticns 
were made on liberty and equality as the unalienable 
rights of man. The baneful infiuence of accumulated 
property was declared an infurmountable obftacle ro 
the happinefs of any nation whofe chief laws were 
framed for its proteétion and increafe. Nothing was 
fo frequently difcourfed of as the propriety of employ- 
ing, for a good purpofe, the means which the wicked 
employed for evil purpofes; and it was taught, that 
the preponderancy of good in the ultimate refult con- 
fecrated every mean employed; and that wifdom and 
virtue confilted in properly determining this balance. 
This appeared big with danger, becaufe it feemed 
evident that nothing would be ferupled at, if it could 
be made appear that the Order would derive advantage 
from it, becaufe the great object of the Order was held 
as fuperior to every confideration. They concluded 
by faying that the method of education made them all 
fpies on each other and on all around them. But all 
this was denied by the Iliuminati. Some of thefe te- 
nets were faid to be abfolutely falfe; and the reft were 
faid to be miftakes. The apoftate profeffors had ac- 
knowledged their ignorance of many things. Two of 
them were only Minervals, another was an Illuminatus 
of the loweft clafs, and the fourth was but one ftep 
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farther advanced. Pamphlets eppeared on both fides, 
with very little effect. The Elector called before him 
one of the fuperiors, a young nobleman, who denied 
thofe injurious charges, and faid chat they were ready 
to lay before his Highnefs their whele archives and all 
conftitutional papers. 

Notwithftanding all this, the government had re- 
ceived fuch an impreffion of the dangerous tendency 
of the Order, that the Elector iffued another edict, 
forbidding all hidden affemblies ; and a third, exprefsly 
abolifhing the Order of Hiuminatt. It was followed 
by a fearch after their papers. The Lodge Theodore 
was immediately fearched, but none were to be found, 
They faid now that they burnt them all, as of no ufe, 
fince that Order was at an end. 

It was now difcovered, that Weifhaupt was the head 
and founder of the Order, We was deprived of his 
Profeffor’s chair, and banifhed from the Bavarian 
States; but with a penfion of 800 florins, which he 
refufed. Ite went to Regenfburgh, on the confines 
of Switzerland. ‘Two Italians, the Marquis Conftanza 
and Marguis Savioli, were alfo banifhed, with equal 
penfions, (about L. 40,) which they accepted. One 
Zwack, a counfellor, holding fome law-office, was 
alfo banifhed. Others were imprifoned fer fome time. 
Weifhaupt went afterwards into the fervice of the D. 
of Saxe Gotha, a perfon of a romantic turn of mind, 
and whom we fhall again meet with, Zwack went 
into the fervice of the Pr. cde Salms, who foon after 
had fo great a hand in the difterfbances in Holland. 

By deftroying the papers, all opportunity was loft 
for authenticating the innocence and ufcfulnefs of the 
Order. After much altercation and paper war, Weif- 
haupt, now fafein Regenfburg, publifhed an account 
of the Order, namely, the account which was given 
to every Novice in a difcourfe read at his reception. 

To 
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To this were added the ftatutes and the rules of pro- 
ceeding, as far as the degree of [Muminatus Minor, in- 
cluded. This account he affirmed to be conformable 
to the real practice of the Order. But this publication 
did by no means fatisfy the public mind. It differed 
exceedingly from the accounts given by the four pro- 
feffors. It made no mention of the higher degrees, 
which had been moft biamed by them. Befides, it 
was alleged, that it was all a fiction, written in order 
to lull the fufpicions which had been raifed (and this 
was found to be the cafe, except in refpect of the very 
loweft degree). The real conftitution was brought to 
light by degrees, and fhali be laid before the reader, 
in the order in which it was gradually difcovered, thar 
we may the better judge of things not fully known by 
the conduct of the leaders during the detection. The 
firft account given by Weifhaupe is correct, as far as I 
fhall make ufe of ir, and fhows clearly the methods 
that were taken to recommend the Order to ftran- 
gers. 


The Order of ILLUMINATI appears as an acceffory 
to Free Mafonry. Ic is in the Lodges of Free Mafons 
that the Minervals are found, and there they are pre- 
pared for Iilumination. They muft have previoufiy ob- 
tained the three Englith degrees. The founder fays more. 
He faysthat his doctrines are the only true Free Mafonry. 
He wasthe chief promoter of the Eclectic Sytem. This he 
urged as the beft method for getting information of all 
the explanations which have been given of the Mafonic 
Myfteries. He was alfo a Strid? Obfervanz, and an 
adept Rofycrucian. The refulc of all his knowledge is 
worthy of particular remark, and fhall therefore be 
given at large. 

« I declare,” fays he, “and I challenge all man- 
“ kind to contradict my declaration, that no man can 

f cc give 
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give any account of the Order of Free Mafonry, of 
ics Origin, of its hiftory, of its objeét, nor any ex- 
planation of its my tteries and fymbols, which does 
not leave the mind in total uncertainty on all thefe 
points. Every man is entitled, therefore, to give 
any explanation of the fymbols, and any fylkem of 
the doétrines, thac he can render palatable. Hence 
have {prung up chat variety of fyftems which for 
twenty years have divided the Order. The fim- 
ple tale of the Englifh, and the fifty degrecs of 
the French, and the Knights of Baron Hunde, are 
equally authentic, and have equally had the fuppore 
of inteliigent and zealous Brethren. Thele fyltems 
are in fact but one, T hey have all fprung from the 
Blue Ledge of Three degrees ; take thefe for their 
ftandard, and found on thefe all the improvements 
by which each fyitem is afterwards fuited te the par- 
ticular object which it keepsin view. Thereis no 
man, nor fyftem, in the world, which can fhow by 
undoubted fucceflion that it fhould ftand at the head 
of the Order. Our ignorance in this particular frets 
me. Do burt coafider our fhort hiltory of 120 years. 
—Who will how me the Mother Lodge? Thofe 
ss London we have difcovered to be felf-ereéted in 
716. Afk for their archives. They tell you they 
erie burnt. They have nothing but the wretched 
fophiftications of the Englithman Anderfon, and 
the Frenchman Defaguilliers. Vhere is the Lodge 
of York, which pretends to the priority, with their 
King Bouden, and the archives that he brought from 
the Eat ? Thefe too are all burnt. What is the 
Chapter of Old Aberdeen, and its Holy Clericate ? 
Did we nor find itunknown, and the Mafon Lodges 
there the moft ignorant of all the ignorant, gaping 
for inftruction from our deputies ? Did we not find 
the fame thing at London ? and have not their 
“& miflionartes 
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mifionaries been among us, prying into our myfte- 
ries, and eager to learn from us what is true Free 
Mafonry ? It is in vain, therefore, to appeal to 
judges; they are no where to be found ; all claim 
for themfelves the fceptre of the Order; all indeed 
are on an equal footing. They obrained followers, 
net from their authenticity, bur from their condu- 
civeneis to the end which they propofed, and from 
the importance of that end. Ít is by this feale that 
we muit meafure the mad and wicked explanations 
of the Rofycrucians, the Exorcifts, and Cabalifts. 
Thefe are rejected by all good Matons, becaufe in- 
compatible with focial happinefs. Only fuch fyltems 
as promote this are retained. But alas, they are all 
fadly deficient, becaufe they leave us under the do- 
minion of political and religious prejudices; and 
they are as inefficient as the fleepy doie of an ordi- 
nary fermon, 
* But I have contrived an explanation which has 
every advantage ; is inviting to Chriftians of every 
communion ; gradually frees them from all religious 
prejudices ; cultivates the focia! virtues; and ani- 
mates them by a great, afeafible, and _/peedy profpe&t 
of univerfal happinefs, in a {tate of liberty and mo- 
ral equality, freed from the obftacles which fubordi- 
nation, rank, and riches, continually throw in our 
way. My explanation is accurate, and complete, 
my means are effectual, and irrefiftible. Our freret 
Affociation works in a way that nothin can with- 
Rand, end man feall Josi be free cad hepey. 
se This is the great object held out by this Affocia- 
tion, and the means of att taining itis Illumination, 
enlightening the underflanding by the fun of reafon, 
which will difpel che clouds of tuperitition and of pre- 
judice. The proficients in this Order are therefore 
juflly named the Hluminated. And ef all Humina- 
. * tion 
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tion which human reafon can give, none is compara- 
ble to the difcovery of what we are, our nature, our 
obligations, what happinefs we are capable of, and 
what are the means of attaining it. In comparifon 
with this, the moft brilliant fciences are but amufe- 
ments for the idie and luxurious. To fit man by 
Iiumination for a€tive virtue, to engage him to it 
by the ftrongeft motives, to render the attainment 
of it eafy and certain, by finding employment for 
every talent, and by pe ing every talent in its pro- 
per {phere of action, fo that tall, without feeling any 
extraordinary effort, and in Con TURTGRON with and 
completion of ordinary bufinefs, fhall urge forward, 
with united powers, the general tafk. This indeed 
will be an employment, fuired to noble natures; 
grand in its views, and delightful in its exercite. 

‘© And whatis this general object? THE HAPPINESS 
OF THE HUMAN RACE. Is it not diftrefling to a 
generous mind, after comtemplating what human 
nature is capable of, to fee how little we enjoy ? 
When we look at this goodly world, and fee that 
every man may be happy, but that the happinets of 
one depends on the conduct of another; when we 
fee the wicked fo powerful and the good fo weak ; 
and that itis in vain to ftrive finaly and alone, againft 
the general current of vice and opprefion: the with 
naturally arifes in the mind, thar it were poffible to 
form a durable combination of the moft worthy 
perfons, who fhould work together in removing the 
obftacles to human happinels, become terrible to 
the wicked, and give their aid to all the good with- 
out diftinction, and fhouid, by the moft powerful 
means, firit fetter, and by fettering, lefien vice ; 
means which atthe fame time fhould promote virtue, 
by rendering the incliñation to rectitude hitherto fo 


feeble, 
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e feeble, more powerful and engaging. Would not 
«c fuch an affociation be a blefling to the world ? 

« But where are the proper perfons, the good, the 
«e generous, and the accomplifhed, to be found ; ; and 
cc how, and by what ftrong motives, are they to be 
«c induced to engage in a tafk fo vaft, fo inceflant, fo 
« dificult, and fo laborious ? This Affociation muft 
“ be gradual. There are fome fuch perfons to be 
« found in every fociety. Such noble minds will be 
«© engaged by the heart-warming object. The firft tafk 
€ of the Affociation muft therefore be to form the 
“ young members. As thefe multiply and advance, 
“ they become the apoflles of beneficence, and the 
« work is now on foot, and advances with a {peed en- 
“ creafing every day. The flighteft obfervation fhows 
** that nothing will fo much contribute to increafe the 
« zeal of the members as fecret union. We fee with 
“what keennefs and zeal the frivolous bufinefs of 
« Free Mafonry is conducted, by perfons knit toge- 
ther by the fecrecy of their union. It is needlefs to 
« enquire into the caufes of this zeal which fecrecy 
« produces. It is an univerfal fact, confirmed by the 
“ hiftory of every age. Let this circumftance of our 
* conftitution therefore be directed to this noble pur- 
“« pofe, and then all the objections urged againft it by 
ĉc jealous tyranny andaffrigited fuperitition will vanifh. 
“The order will thus work filently, and fecurely ; 
«© and though the generous benefactors of the human 
«© race are thus deprived of the applaufe of the world, 
“ they have the noble pleafure of fecing their work 
** profper in their hands.” 

Such is the aim, and fuch are the hopes of the Or- 
der of the Illuminated. Let us now fee howthefe were 
to be accomplifhed. We cannot judge with perfect 
certainty of this, becaufe the account given of the con- 
ftitution of the Order by its founder includes only the 
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loweft degree, and even this is liable to great fufpicion. 
The accounts given by the four Profeffors, even of 
this part of the Order, make a very different impreffion 
on the mind, although they differ only in a few parti- 
culars. 

The only oftenfible members of the Order were the 
Minervais. They were to be found only in the Lodges 
of Free Mafons. A candidate for admiffion muft make 
his with known to fome Minerval; he reports it toa 
Superior, who, by a channel to be explained prefently, 
intimates it to the Council. No notice is farther taken 
of it for fome time. The candidate is carefully ob- 
ferved in filence, and if thought unfit for the Order, 
no notice is taken of his folicitation. But if otherwife, 
the candidate receives privately an invitation to a con- 
ference. Here he meets with a perfon unknown to 
him, and, previous to all further.conference, he is re- 
quired to perufe and to fign the following oath : i 

« I, N. N. hereby bind myfelf, by mine honour 
‘© and good name, forfwearing all mental refervation, 
e never to reveal, by hint, word, writing, or in any 
«© manner whatever, even to my moft trufted friend, 
« any thing that fhall now be faid or done to me re- 
“© fpeCting my wifhed-for reception, and this whether 
« my reception fhall follow or not, I being previoufly 
© affured that it fhall contain nothing contrary to reli- 
« gion, the ftare, nor good manners. I promife, that 
« i fhall make no intelligibile extract from any papers 
e whien all be fhewn me now or during my novi- 
& ciate. All this I fwear, as I am, and as I hope to 
e continue, a Man of Honour.” 

The urbanity of this proteftation muft agreeably 
imprefs the mind of a perfon who recollects the dread- 
ful imprecations which he made at his reception into 
the diferent ranks of Free Mafonry. The candidate 
is then introduced to an Jucwatys Dirigens, whom 


perhaps 
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perhaps he knows, and is told that this perfon is to be 
his future inftruétor. There is now prefented to the 
candidate, what they calla table, in which he writes 
his name, place of birth, age, rank, place of refidence, 
profeffion, and favourite ftudies. He is then made 
to read feveral articles of this table. It contains, 1/, 
avery concife account of the Order, its conneétion 
with Free Mafonry, and its great object, the promo- 
ting the happinets of mankind by means of inftruétion 
and confirmation in virtuous principles. 2d, Several 
queftions relative to the Order. Among thele are, 
« What advantages he hopes to derive from being a 
« member? What he moft particularly withes to 
“ learn? What delicate queftions relative to the life, 
« the profpects, the duties of man, as an individual, 
« and as a citizen, he wifhes to have particularly dif- 
« cuffed to him? In what refpeéts he thinks he can 
« be of ufe to the Order? Who are his anceftors, re- 
‘© lations, friends, correfpondents, or enemits ? Whom 
“ he thinks proper perions to be received into the 
« Order, or whom he thinks unfit for it, and the rea- 
e fons fur both opinions?” To each of thefe queftions 
he muft give.fome anfwer in writing. 

"The Novice an¢ his Mentor are known only to each 
other; perhaps nothing more follows upon this; if 
otherwife, che Mentor. appoints another conference, 
and begins his inftructions, by giving him in detail 
certain portions of the confticution, and of the funda- 
mental rules of the Order. Of thefe the Novice mutt 
give a weekly account in writing. He muft alfo read, 
in the Mentor’s houfe, a book containing more of the 
inftructions of the Order; but he muf: make no ex- 
tracts. Yet from this- reading he muft derive all his 
knowledge; and he muft give an account in writing 
of his progrefs. All writings received from his Supe- 
riors muft be returned with a ftated punctuality. — 

Thefe 
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Thefe writings confit chiefly of important and delicate 
queftions, fuited, either to the particular inclination, 
or to the peculiar tafte which the candidate had difco-= 
vered in his fubfcriptions of the articles of the table, 
and in his former refcripts, or to’ the direction which 
the Mentor wifhes to give to his thoughts.’ 

Enlightening the underftanding, and the rooting out 
of prejudices, are pointed out to him as the principal 
tafks of his noviciate. The knowledge of himfelf is 
confidered as preparatory to all other knowledge. To 
difclofe to him, by means of the calm and unbiaffed 
obfervation of his inftruétor, what is his own character, 
his moft vulnerable fide, either in refpect of temper, 
paffions, or prepoffeffions, is therefore the moft effen- 
tial fervice that can be done him. For this purpofe 
there is required of him fome account of his own con- 
duct on occafions where he doubted of its propriety ; 
fome account of his friend{hips, of his differences of 
opinion, and of his conduét on fuch occafions. From 
fuch relations the Superior learns his manner of think- 
ing and judging, and thofe propenfities which require 
his chief attention. 

Having made the candidate acquainted with himfelf, 
he is apprifed that the Order is not a fpeculative, but 
an active affociation, engaged in doing good to others. 
The knowledge of human character is therefore of all 
others the moft important. This is acquired only by 
obfervation, alfifted by the initructions of his teacher. 
Characters in hiftory are propoted to him for obferva- 
tion, and his opinion is required. After this he is di- 
rected to look around him, and to notice the conduct 
of other men; and part of his weekly refcripts muft 
confitt of accounts of all interefting occurrences in his 
neighbourhood, whether of a public or private nature. 
Coffandey, one of the four Profeffers, gives a parti- 
cular account of the inftructions relating to this kind 

of 
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of fcience. “ The Novice muft be attentive to tri- 


cc 
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fles: For in frivolous eccurrences a man is indolent, 
and makes no effort to act a part, fo that his real 
character is then acting alone. Nothing will have 
fuch influence with the Superiors in promoting the 
advancement of a candidate as very copious narra- 
tions of this kind, becaufe the candidate, if pramo- 
ted, is to be employed in an active ftation, and it 
is from this kind of information only that the Supe- 
riors can judge of his fitnefs. Theit characteriltic 
anecdotes are not for the inftruction of the Superi- 
ors, who are men of long experience, and familiar 
with fuch occupation. But they inform the Order 
concerning the talents and proficiency of the young 
member. Scientific inftruction, being connected 
by fyftem, is foon communicated, and may in ge- 
neral be very completely obtained from the books 
which are recommended to the Novice, and acqui- 
red in the public feminaries of inftruction. But 
knowledge of character is more multifarious and 
more delicate. For this there is no college, and it 
muft therefore require longer time for its attainment. 
Befides, this affiduous and long continued ftudy of 
men, enables the poffeffor of tuch knowledge to a&t 
with men, and by his knowledge of their charaéter, 
to influence their conduct. For fuch reafons this 
ftudy is continued, and thefe refcripts are required, 
during the whole progrefs through the Order, and 
attention to them is recommended as the only mean 
of advancement. Remarks on Phyfiognomy in 
thefe narrations are accounted of confiderable va- 
lue.” So far Mr. Coffandey. 

During all this trial, which may laft one, two, or 


three years, the Novice knows no perfon of the Order 
but his own inftruétor, with whom he has frequent 
meetings, along with other Minervais. In thefe con- 
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verfations he learns the importance of the Order, and 
the opportunities he will afterwards have of acquiring 
much hidden icience. The employment of his un- 
known Superiors naturally caufes him to entertain very 
high notions of their abilities and worth. He is coun- 
felled to aim at a refemblance to them by gering rid 
by degrees of all thofe prejudices or prepoffeffions 
which checked his own former progrefs; and he is af- 
filted in this endeavour by an invitation to a correfpon- 
dence with them. He may addrefs his Provincial 
Superior, by directing his letter Sol, or the General 
by Primo, or the Superiors i in general by Quibus licet. 
In thefe letters he may mention whatever -he thinks 
conducive to the advancement of the Order; he may 
Inform the Superiors how his inttructor behaves to 
him; if afiducus or remifs, indulgent or fevere. The 
Superiors are enjoined by the ftrongeit motives to con- 
vey thefe letters wherever addreffed. None but the 
General and Council know the refule of ali this; and 
all are enjoined to keep themfelves and their proceed- 
ings unknown to all the world. 

If three years of this Woaviciate have elapfed with- 
out further notice, the Minerval mult lock for no fur- 
ther advancement; he is found unfit, and remains a 
Free Mafon of the higheft clafs. ‘This is called a Sta 
bene. 

But fhould his Superiors judge more favourably of 
him, he is drawn out of the veneral mafs of Free 
Mafons, and becomes MWumisatas Minor. When sn 
ed to a conference for this purpoie, he is told in th 
moft ferious manner, that “ it is vain for him to nate 
“ to acquire wifdom by mere fyflematic inttruction ; 
« for fuch infiruction the Superiors have no leifure. 
Their duty is not to form fpeculators, but active 
men, whom they muft immediately employ in the 
ec fervice of the Order. Tie mutt therefore grow wife 
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« and able entirely by the unfolding and exertion of 
“ his own talents. His Superiors have already difco- 
« vered what thefe are, and know what fervice he may 
“ be capable of rendering the Order, provided he 
& now heartily acquicices in being thus honourably 
employed. They will affift him in bringing his ta- 
“ lents into action, and will place him in the fitua- 
« tions moft favourable for their exertion, fo that he 
“ may be effured of fuccefs. Hitherto he has been a 
«e mere {cholar, but his firt ftep farther carries him 
« into action; he mutt therefore now confider himfelf 
e as an inftrument in the hands of his Superiors, to 
«© be uled for the nobleft purpofes.” The aim of the 
order is now more fully told him. It is, in one fen- 
tence, “© to make of the human race, without any 
e diftinétion of nation, condition, or profeffion, one 
* good and happy family.” To this aim, demonftra- 
bly attainable, every fmaller confideration mult give 
way. This may fometimes require facrifices which no 
man ftanding alone has fortitude to make ; but which 
become light, and a fource of the pureft enjoyment, 
when fupported and encouraged by the countenance 
and co-operation of the united wife and and good, 
fuch as are the Superiors of the Order. If the candi- 
date, warmed by the alluring picture of the poffible 
happinefs of a virtuous Society, fays that he is fenfi- 
ble of the propriety of this procedure, and ftill wifhes 
to be of the Order, he is required to fign the following 
obligation. 
“ I, N. N. proteft before you, the worthy Pleni- 
« potentiary of the venerable Order into which I with 
*© to be admitted, that I acknowledge my natural 
« weaknefs and inability, and that I, with all my pof- 
«© feflicns, rank, honours, and titles which I hold in 
e political fuciety, am, at bottom, only a man; I 
© can enjoy thele things only through my fellow-men, 
‘© and 
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and through them alfo I may lofe them. The ap- 
probation and confideration of my fellow-men are 
indifpenfably neceflary, and I mult try to maintain 
them by all my talents. Thefe I will never ufe to 


‘ the prejudice of univerfal good, but will oppofe, 


with all my might, the enemies of the human race, 
and of political fociety. I will embrace every op- 
portunity of faving mankind, by improving my un- 
derftanding and my affections, and by imparting all 
important knowledge, as the good and ftatutes of 
this Order require of me. I bind myfelf to perpe- 
tual filence and unfhaken loyalty and fubmiffion to 
the Order, in the perfons of my Superiors; here 
making a faithful and complete furrender of my pri- 
vate judgment, my own will, and every narrow- 
minded employment of my power and influence. I 
pledge myfelf to account the good of the Order as 
my own, and am ready to ferve it with my fortune, 
my honour, and my blood. Should I, through 
omiffion, neglect, paffion, or wicknednefs, behave 
contrary to this good of the Order, I ifubject my- 
felf to what reproof or punifhment my Superiors 
fhall enjoin. The friends and enemies of the Order 
fhall be my friends and enemies; and with refpect 
to both I wiil conduct myfelf as directed by the Or- 
der, and am ready, in every lawful way, to devote 
myfelf to its increafe and promotion, and therein to 
employ all my ability. All this I promife, and pro- 
teft, without fcret refervation, according to the 
intention of the Society which require from me this 
engagement. This Ido as Iam, and as I hope to 
continue, 2 Man of Honour.” 

A drawn fword is then pointed at his breaft, and he 


is afked, Wilt you be obedient to the commands of 
your Superiors? He is threatened with unavoidable 


vengeance, from which no potentate can defend him, 


if 
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if he fhould ever betray the Order. He is then afked, 
1. What aim does he wifh the Order to have ? 2. What 
means he would choofe to advance this aim? 3. Whom 
he wifhes to keep out of the Order? 4. What fubjeéts 
he wifhes not to be difcuffed in it? 

Our candidate is now ILtuminatus Minor. It ts 
needlefs to narrate the mummery of reception, and ic 
is enough to fay, that it nearly refembles that of the 
Mafonic Chevalier du Soleil, known to every one much 
converfant in Mafonry. Weifhaupt’s preparatory dif- 
courfe of reception is a piece of good compolition, 
whether confidered as argumentative, (from topics in- 
deed, that are very gratuitous and fanciful,) or as a 
fpecimen of that declamation which was fo much prac- 
tifed by Libanius and the other Sophifts, and it gives 
a diftinét and captivating account of the profeffed aim 
of the Order. 

The L/uminatus Minor learns a good deal more of the 
Order, but by very {paring morfels, under the fame 
inftructor. The tafk has now become more delicate 
and dificult. The chief part of it is the rooting out 
of prejudices in politics and religion; and Weihaupt 
has fhown much addrefs in the method which he has 
employed. Not the moft hurtful, but the moft eafily 
refuted were the firft fubjects of difcuffion, fo that the 
pupil gets into the habits of viétory ; and his reverence 
for the fyftems of either kind is diminifhed when they 
are found to have harboured fuch untenable opinions. 
The proceedings in the Eclectic Lodges of Mafonry, 
and the harangues of the Brother Orators, teemed 
with the boldeft fentiments both in politics and reli- 
gion, Enlightening, and the triumph of reafon, had 
been the tox of the country for fome time paft, and 
every infticution, civil and religious, had been che fub- 
ject of the moft free criticifm. Above all, the Cofmo- 
politifm, imported from France, where it had been 
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the favourite topic of the enthufiaftical œconomifts, 
was now become a general theme of difcuffion in all fo- 
cieties that had any pretenfions to cultivation. It was 
a fubject of eafy and agreeable declamation; and the 
Literati found in it a fubject admirably fitted for fhew- 
ing their talents, and ingratiating themfelves with the 
young men of fortune, whofe minds, unfufpicious as 
yet and generous, were fired with the fair profpeéts fet 
before them of univerfal and attainable happinefs. And 
the pupils of the Illuminati were {till more warmed by 
the thought that they were to be the happy inftruments 
of accomplifhing all this. And though the doctrines 
of univerfal liberty and equality, as imprefcriptible 
rights of man, might fometimes ftartle thofe who pof- 
feffed the advantage of fortune, there were thoufands 
of younger fons, and of men of talents without for- 
tune, to whom thefe were agreeable founds. And 
we muft particularly obferve, that thofe who were 
now the pupils were a fet of picked fubjeéts, whofe 
characters and peculiar biafes were well known by 
their conduct during their noviciate as Minervals. 
They were therefore fuch as, in all probability, would 
not boggie at very free fenciments. We might rather 
expect a partiality to doétrines which removed fome 
re{traints which formerly checked them in the indul- 
gence of youthful pafhons. Their inftructors, who 
have thus relieved their minds from feveral anxious 
thoughts, muft appear men of fuperior minds. This 
was a notion molt carefully inculcated; and they 
could fee nothing to contradict it; for, except their 
own Mentor, they knew none; they heard of Supe- 
riors of different ranks, but never faw them; and the 
fame mode of inftruétion that was praétifed during 
their noviciate was {till retained. More particulars of 
the Order were flowly unfolded to them, and they were 
taught that their Superiors were men of diftinguifhed ` 
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talents, and were Superiors for this reafon alone. They 
were taught, that the geat opportunities which the 
Superiors had for obfervation, and their habits ofcon- 
tinualiy occupying their thoughts with the great cb- 
jects of this rder, had enlarged their views, even 
far beyond the narrow limits of nations and kingdoms, 
which they hoped would one day coaleice inte one 
great Society, where confideration would attach to ta- 
lents and worth alone, and that pre-eminence in thefe 
would be invariably attended with ail the enjoyments 
of influence and power. And they were told that 
they would gradually become acquainted with thele 
great and venerable Characters, as they advanced in 
the Order. In earneft of this, they were made ac- 
quainted with one or two Superiors, and with fe- 
veral Illuminati of their own rank. Alo, to whet 
their zeal, they are now made inftructors of one or 
two Minervals, and report their progrefs to their Su- 
periors. They are given to underitand that nothing 
can fo much recommend them as the fuecefs with 
which they perform this tafk. It is declared to be 
the beft evidence of their ufefulnets in the great de- 
figns of the Order. 

The baleful effets of general fuperflition, and even 
of any peculiar religious s prepoflefion, are now {trong 
ly inculcated, and the difcernment of the pupils in 
thefe matters is learned by queltions which are given 
them from time to time to difeufs. Thele are mana- 
ged with delicacy and circumipection, that the timid 
may not be alarmed. In like manner, the political 
doctrines of the Order are inculcated with the urmoft 
caution. After the mind of the pupil has been warm- 
ed by the pictures of univerfal happinels, and convin- 
ced that it is a poffible thing to unite all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth in one great lociety ; anc! after it 
has been made out, in fome meafure to rhe fsrisiiétion 
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of the pupil, thata great addition of happinefs would 
be gained by the abolition of. national diftinétions and 
animofities ; it may frequently be no hard tafk to make 
him think that patrioti{m is a narrow-minded monopo- 
lifing fentiment, and even incompatible with the more 
enlarged views of the Order; namely, the uniting the 
whole human race into one great and happy fociety. 
Princes are a chief feature of national diftinétion. 
Princes, therefore, may now be fafely reprefented as 
unneceflary. If fo, loyalty to Princes lofes much of 
its facred character; and the fo frequent enforcing of 
it in our common political difcuffions may now be ea- 
fily made to appear a felfifh maxim of rulers, by which 
they may more ealfily enflave the people; and thus, it 
may at laft appear, that religion, the love of our par- 
ticular country, and loyalty to our Prince, fhould be 
refifted, if, by thefe partial or narrow views, we pre- 
vent the accoinplifhment of that Cofime-political hap- 
pineis which is continually held forth as the great ob- 
jet of the Order. It is in this point of view that the 
terms of devotion to the Order, which are inferted in 
the oath of admifiion, are now explained. The au- 
thority of the ruling powers is therefore reprefented as 
of inferior moral weight to that of the Order. * Thefe 
e powers are defpots, when they do not conduct them- 
« felves by its principles; and it 1s therefore our duty 
to furround them with its members, fo that the 
profane may have no accefs to them. Thus we are 
able moft powerfully to promote its interefts. If 
any perion is more difpofed to liften to Princes 
© than tothe Order, ke is not fit for it, and muft rife 
e no higher. Wemuft do our utmoft to procure the 
‘© advancement of Iluminati into all important civil 

‘© offices.” 
Accordingly the Order Jaboured in this with great 
zeal and fuccefs. A correfpondence was difcovered, 
in 
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in which it is plain, that by their influence, one of the 
greateft ecclefiaftical dignities was filled up in oppofi- 
tion to the right and authority of the Archbifhop of 
Spire, who is there reprefented as a tyrannical and bi- 
goted prieft. They contrived to place their Members 
as tutors to the youth of diftinction. One of them, 
Baron Leuchtfenring, took the charge of a young 
prince without any falary. ‘They infinuated themfelves 
into all public offices, and particularly into courts of 
juftice. In like manner, the chairs in the Univerfity 
of Ingolftadt were (with only two exceptions) occupied 
by Illuminati. <“ Rulers who are members mvt be 
* promoted through the ranks of the Order only in 
proportion as they acknowledge the goodnefs of its 
“ great object, and manner of procedure. Irs objeét 
« may be faid to be the checking the tyranny of 
« princes, nobles, and pricits, and eftablifhine an 
« univerfal equality of condition and of religion,” 
The pupil is now informed, ‘ that fuch a religion is 
e contained in the Order, is the perfection of Chrif- 
« tianity, and will be imparted to him in due time.” 
Thefe and other principles and maxims of the Or- 
der are partly communicated by the verbal inftruclion 
of the Mentor, partly by writings, which muit be 
punctually returned, and partly read by the pupil at 
the Mentor’s houfe, (bur without taking extraéts, ) 
in fuch portions as he fha]l direct. The refcripts b 
the pupil muft contain difcuffions on thefe fubjedcts, 
and anecdotes and defcriptions of living’ characters ; 
and thefe muft be zealoufly continued, as the chief 
mean of advancement. All this while the pupil knows 
only his Mentor, the Minervals, and a few others of 
his own rank. All mention of degrees, or other bu- 
finefs of the Order, muft be carefully avoided, even 
in the meetings with other members: “ For the Or- 
« der wifhes to be fecret, and to work in filence; for 


“thus 
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e thus it is better fecured from the oppreffion of the 
** ruling powers, and becaufe this fecrecy gives a 
€ greater zeft to the whole.” 

This fhort account of the Nevicicte, and of the 
loweft clafs of illuminati, is all we can get from the 
authority of Mr. Weifhaupt. The higher degrees 
were not pubiifhed by him. Many circumftances ap- 
pear fufpicious, are certainly fulceptible of different 
turns, and may eafily be pufhed to very dangerous 
extremes. The accounts given by the four proteflors 
confirm thefe fufpicions. ‘They declare upon oath, 
that they make all thefe accufations in confequence of 
what they heard in the meetings, and of what they 
knew of the Higher Orders. 

But fince the time of the fuppreffion by the Elector, 
difcoveries have been made which throw great light 
on the fubjeé&. A collection of original papers and 
correfpondence was found by fearching the houle of 
one Zwack (a Member) in 1786. The following 
year a much larger collection was found at the houfe 
of Baron Batfus; and fince that time Baron Knigge, 
the moft active Mernber next to Weifhaupt, publifhed 
an account of fome of the higher degrees, which had 
been formed by himfelf. A long while after this were 
publithed, Neuefte Arbeitung des Spartacus und Philo in 
der Illuiminaten Orden, and Hebere Graden des lum. Or- 
dens. Thefe two works give an account of the whole 
fecret conftitution of the Order, its various degrees, 
the manner of conferring them, the inftructions to the 
intrants, and an explanation of the connection of the 
Order with Free Mafonry, and a critical hiftory. We 
fhall give fome extracts from fuch of thefe as have 
been publifhed. 

Weifhaupt was the founder in 1776. In 1778 the 
number of Members was confiderably increafed, and 
the Order was fully eftablifhed. The Members tock 

antique 


CHAP. II. THE ILLUMINATI. 103 


antique names. Thus Weifhaupt took the name of 
Spartacus, the man who headed the infurrection of 

aves, which in Pompey’s time kept Rome in terror 
and uproar for three years. Zwack was called Cato. 
Knigge was Philo. Baffus was Hannibal. Hertel 
was Marius. Marquis Conltanza was Diomedes.— 
Nicolai, an eminent and learned bookfeller in Berlin, 
and author of feveral works of reputation, took the 
name of Lucian, the great {coffer at all religion. An- 
other was Mahomet, &c. It is remarkable, thar ex- 
cept Cato and Socrates, we have not a name of any 
ancient who was eminent as a teacher and prattifer of 
virtue. On the contrary, they feem to have affected 
the characters of the free-thinkers and turbulent fpirits 
of antiquity. In the fame manner they gave ancient 
names to the cities and countries of Europe. Munich 
was Athens, Vienna was Rome, &c. 


Spartacus to Cato, Feb. 6, 1778. 


c Mon but eft de faire valoir la raion. As a fubor- 

«© dinate object I fhall endeavour to gain fecurity to 
« ourfelves, a backing in cafe of misfortunes, and af- 
© filtance from without. I fhall therefore prefs the 
e cultivation of fcience, efpecially fuch fciences as 
« may have an influence on our reception in the world, 
“« and may ferve to remove obftacles out of the way. 
« We have to ftruggle with pedantry, with intole- 
rance, with divines and itatefmen, and above all, 
« princes and pricits are in our way. Men are unfit 
«© as they are, and muft be formed; each clafs muft 
“ be the fchool of trial for the next. This will be te- 
* dious, becanfe it is hazardous. In the laft clafits I 
propofe academics under the direction of the Order. 
This will fecure us the adherence of the Literati. 
« Science 
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Science fhal] here be the lure. Only thofe who are 
affuredly proper fubjeéts fhall be picked out from 
among the inferior claffes for the higher mytteries, 
which contain the firft principles and means of pro- 
moting a happy life. No religionift muft, on any 
account, be admitted into thefe: For here we work 
at the difcovery and extirpation of fuperftition and 
prejudices. The inftructions fhail be fo conducted 
that each fhail difclofe what he thinks he conceals 
within his own breaft, what are his ruling propenfi- 
ties and paffions, snd how far he has advanced in 
the command of himfelf. This will anfwer all the 
purpefes of auricular confeffion. And, in particu- 
lar, every perfon fhall be made a {py on another 
and on all around him. Nothing can efcape our 
fight; by thefe means we fhall readily difcover who 
are contented, and receive with relifh the peculiar 
ftate-doctrines and religious opinions that are laid 
before them; and, at Taft, the truft-worthy alone 
will be admitted to a participation of the whole 
maxims and political conflitution of the Order. In 
a council compoled of fuch members we fhall labour 
at the contrivance of means to drive by degrees the 
enemies of reafon and of humanity out of the world, 
and to eftablifh a peculiar morality and religion fit- 
ted for the great Society of Mankind. 
« But this is a ticklifh project, and requires the ut- 
moft circumfpection. The fqueamifh will ftart at 
the fight of religious or political novelties; and 
they muft be prepared for them. We mutt be par- 
ticularly careful about the books which we recom- 
mend; I fhall confine them at firft to moralifts and 
reafoning hiftorians. This will prepar for a patient 
reception, in the higher claffes, of works of a bolder 
flight, fuch as Robinet’s Syften te de la Nature—Paeli- 
tigue Naturelle—Dhilefophie dele Noture—Sxfteme So- 
“ cial— 
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cial—The writings of Mirabaud, &c. Helvetius 
is fit only fer the ferongett ttomachs. Ifany one 
has a copy already, neither praife nor find fault with 
him, Say nothing on fuch fubjects to intrants, for 
we don’t know how they: will be received—iolks are 
not yet prepared, Niarius, an excellent man, mutt 
be dealt with. His ftomach, which cannot yet di- 
gelt fuch ftrong food, mult acquire a better tone. 
The allegory on which I am co found the myfteries 
of the Higher Orders is the fire-wor/bip of the Magi. 
We muft have fome worfhip, and none is fo appoiite. 
Ler THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE SHALL BE 
LIGHT. This is my motto, and is my fundamental 
principle. The degrees will be Fewer Orden, Parfen 
Orden* ; all very praéticable. In the courfe through 
thefe there will be no sta BENE (this ts the anfwer 
given to one who folicits preferment, and is refufed), 
For I engage that none fhall enter this clafs who has 
not laid afide his prejudices. No man is fic for our 
Order who is not a Brutus or a Catiline, and is noc 
ready to go every length.—Tell me how you like 
this ?” 


Spartacus to Cato, March 1778. 


* To collect unpublifhed works, and information 
from the archives of States, wil! be a moft ufeful fer- 
vice. We fhall be able to fhow in a very ridiculous 
light the claims of ourdefpots. Marius (keeper cf 
the archives of the Electorate) has ferreted out a no- 
ble document, which we have got. He makes it, 
forfooth, a cafe of confcience—how filly thatc—fince 


* This is evidently the Myfere du Mithrus mentioned by Barruel, 


in his Hiftory of Jacobinifm, and had been carried into France by 
Bede and Buiche. 


Q e only 
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“only that is/iz which is «ltimately productive of mif- 
«© chief. In this cafe, where the advantage far exceeds 
t the hurt, it is meritorious virtue. It will do more 
*€ goed in our hands than by remaining for 1coo years 
‘© on the dufty theif” 

There was found in the hand-writing of Zwack a 
project for a Sifterhood, in fubferviency to the defigns 
of the [iuminati. In it are the following paflages : 

“ Tt will be of great fervice, and procure us both 
‘© much information avd mevey, and will fuit charm- 
* ingly the tafte of many of our truet members, who 
“c are lovers of the fex. It fhould confift of two clafles, 
“« the virtuous and the freer hearted (i.e, thofe who 
« fly out of the common track of prudifh manners) ; 
“« they muft not know of each other, and mutt be un- 
« der the direction of men, but without knowing ir. 
« Proper books muft be put into their hands, and fuch 
“ (but fecretly) as are flattering to their paffions.”’ 

There are, in the fame hand-writing, Defcription of 
a ftrong box, which, if forced open, fhall blow up and 
deftroy its contents—Several receipts for procuring 
abortion—A compofition which blinds or kills when 
{purted in the face—A fheet, containing a receipt for 
iympathetic ink—Tea for procuring abortion—Herbe 
quae babent qualitatem deleteream—A method for filling 
a bed-chamber with peftilential vapours—How to take 
cf impreflions of feals, fo as to ule them afterwards as 
feals—A collection of fome hundreds of tuch impret- 
fions, with a lift of their owners, princes, nobles, 
clergymen, merchants, &c.—A receipt ad excitandum 
furorem uterinum,—A manufcript intutled, ‘ Better than 
Horus.” It was afterwards printed and diftributed at 
Leipzig fair, and is an attack and bitter fatire on all re- 
ligion. This is in the hand-writing of Ajax. As alfo a 
differtation onfuicide.—N. B. His fitter-in-law threw her- 
felf from thetopofatower. There was alfo a fet of 

portraits, 
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portraits, or characters of eighty-five ladies in Munich ; 
with recommendations of fome of them for members 
of a Lodge of Sifter Iluminarz ; 2!fo injunctions to all 
the Superiors to learn to write with boch hands ; and 
that they fhould ufe more than one cypher. 
Immediately after the publication of thefe writings, 
many defences appeared. It was faid that the dread- 
ful medical apparatus were with propriety in the hands 
of Counfellor Zwack, who was a judge of a criminal 
court, and whofe duty it was therefore to know fuch 
things. The fame excufe was offered for the collec- 
tion of feals ; but how came thefe things to be put up. 
with papers of the Illuminati, and to be in the hand- 
writing of one of that Order? Weifhaupt fays, * Thefe 
“& things were not carried into effect—only fpoken of, 
« and are juftifiable when taken in proper connec- 
“ tion.” This however he has not pointed out; but 
he appeals to the account of the Order, which he had 
publifhed at Regenfburg, and in which neither thefe 
things are to be found, nor any poffibility of a con- 
nection by which they may be juftified. ‘ Allmen,”’ 
fays he, “are Subject to errors, and the beft man is he 
« who beft conceals them. I have never been guilty 
« of any fuch vices or follies: for proof, I appeal to 
« the whole tenor of my life, which my reputation, 
« and my ftruggles with hoftile cabeis, had brought 
«© completely into public view long before the inftitu- 
« tion of this Order, without abating any thing of that 
« flattering regard which was paid to me by the firft 
« perfons of my country and its neighbourhood; a re- 
«© gard well evinced by.their confidence in me as the 
e beft inflru€tor of their children.” In fome of his 
private letters, we learn the means which he employed 
to acquire this influence among the youth, and they 
are fuch as could not fail. But we mult not anticipate. 
e Iris well known-that I have made the chair which I 
* occupied 
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occupied in the univerfity of Ingolftadt, the refort 
ofthe firit clafs of the German youth; whereas for- 
merly it had only brought roand it the Jow-born 
practitioners in the courts of law. I have gone 
through the whole circle of human enquiry. Ihave 
exorciicd {pirits—raifed chofts—dileovered trea- 
fures—interrogated the Cabala—batte Leto gefpielt—I 
have never tranfmuted metals.”—(A very pretty 


and refpectable circle indeed, and wlat vulgar {pirits 
would fearcely have included within the pale of their 
curiofity, \—* The Tenor of my life has been the op- 


ce 


ec 


€ pofte of every thing that is vile; and no man can 
lay any fuch thing to my charge. I have reafon to 
rejoice that thefe writings have appeared ; they area 
vindication of the Order and of my conduét. Ican 
and mutt declare to God, and Ido it now in the 
moft folemn manner, that in my whole life Inever 
faw or heard of the fo much condemned fecret wri- 
tings; and in particular, refpecting thefe abomina- 
ble r means, fuch as poifoning, abortion, &c. was it 
ever known to me in any cule, thatany of my friends 
or acquaintances ever even thought of them, advii- 
ed them, or made any ule ofthem. I was indeed 
always a ichtmer and projector, but never could en- 
gage much in detail. My general plan is good, 
though | in the «etail there may be faults, [had my- 
felfto form. In another fituation, and in an active 
{tation in lite, I fhould have been keenly occupied, 
and the founding an Order would never have come 
into my head. Bot I would have executed much 
greater things, had not government always oppofed 
my exertions, and placed others in the firuations 
whic fuited my talents. It was the full conviction 
of this and of what could be Gone, ifevery man were 
placed in the office for which he was fitted by nature 
and a proper educatios, which Erit fugaefted to me 
© the 
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« the plan of Illumination.” Surely Mr. Weifhaupt 
had a very ferious charge, the education of youth; and 
his encouragement in that charge was the moft fatter- 
ing thatan liluminatus could wifh for; becaule he had 
brought round him the youth whofe influence in fo- 
ciety was the greateft, and who would moft of all con- 
tribute to the diffufing good principles, and exciting to 
good conduct through the whole ftate. ‘ Idid not,” 
lays he, “ bring deifm into Bavaria more than into 
* Rome. I found it here, in great vigour, more a- 
“© bounding than in any of the neighbouring Proteftant 
«© ftates. I am proud to be known to the world as 
“ the founder of the Order of Hluminati; and I repeat 
« my wih to have for my epitaph, 


e Flic fitus eff Phaethon, curvits auriga paterni, 
< Ouem fi nen tenuit, megnis tamen excidit aufis.’ 


The fecond difcovery of fecret correfpondence at 
Sanderfdorit, the feat of Baron Batz, (Hannibal,) con- 
tains {till more interefting facts. 


Spartacus to Cato. 


«© What hall I do? I am deprived of all help. So- 
crates, Who would infilt on being a man of confe- 
quence among us, and is really a man of talents, 
* and of aright wey of thinking, is eternally befotted. 
* Auguftus is in the wortt eflimation imaginable. Al- 
cibiades fits the day long with the vintner’s pretty 
wife, and there he fighs and pines. A few days 
ago, at Corinth, Tiberius attempted to ravifh the 
wije of Dymocides, and her hufband came in upon 
* them. Good heavens! what “reopagite I have got. 
When the worthy man Marcus Aurelius comes to 
e Athens, (Munich,) what will he think? What a 

© meeting 
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«© meeting of diffolute, immoral wretches, whoremaf- 
«© ters, liars, bankrupts, braggarts, and vain fools! 
« When he fees all this, what will he think ? He will 

t be afhamed to enter into an Affociation,”” (obierve 
Ked that Spartacus writes this in Auguft 1783, in - 
the very time that he would have m surdered Cato’s fif- 
ter, as we fhall fee,) “where the chiefs raife the 
« higheft expectations, and exhibit fuch wretched ex- 
et amples ; ; and all this from felf-will, from fenfuality. 
« Am I nor in the right—that this man—that any 
« fuch worthy man—whofe name alone would give us 
e the felection of all Germany, will declare that the 
« whole province of Grecia, (Bavaria,) innocent and 
“ guilty, muft be excluded. I tell you, we may ftu- 
gr dy, and write, and toil till death. We may fzcri- 
« fice to the Order, our health, cur fortune, and our 
« reputation, (alas, the lofs!) and thefe Lords, fol- 
« lowing their own pleafures, will whore, cheat, fteal, 
« and drive on like fhamelefs rafcals ; and yet mult 
c be Arecpagite, and interfere in every thing. In- 
« deed, my deareft friend, we have only enflaved 
© ourtelves.’ 

In another part of this fine correfpondence, Dio- 
medes has had the good fortune to intercept a Q, L. 
(Quibus Licet,) in which it ts faid, and fupported by 
proofs, that Cato had received 250 florins as a bribe 
for his fentence in his capacity of a judge in a criminal 
court (the end had furely fanétified the means.) In 
another, a Minerval complains of his Mentor for hav- 
ing by lies occafioned the difmiftion of a phyfician 
from a family, by which the Mentor obtained, in the 
fame capacity, the cuftom of the houfe and free accefs, 
which favour he repaid by debauching the wife; and 
he prays to be informed whether he may not get ano- 
ther Mentor, {aying that although that man had always 
given him the mot excellent inftructions, and he 

doubted 


CHAP. If. THE ILLUMINATI, ILII 


doubted not would continue them, yet he felt a difguft 
at the hypocrify, which would certainly diminifh “the 
impreffion of the moft falutary truths, (Is it not dif- 
trefling to think, that this promifing youth will by and 
by laugh at his former fimplicity, and follow the 
fleps and not the inftructions of his phyfician.) In 
another place, Spartacus writes to Marius, (in confi- 
dence,) that another worthy Brother, an drecpagita, 
had ftolen a gold and a filver watch, and a ring, 
from Brutus, (Savioli, ) and begs Marius, in anuther 
letter, to try, while it was yet poflible, to get the 
things reftored, becaufe the culprit was a moft excellent 
man, (Vortrefflich, ) and of vaft ule to the Order, hav- 
ing the direction of an eminent feminary of young géi- 
tlemen; and becaufe Savioli was much in govd compa- 
ny, and did not much care for the Order, except in 
fo far as it gave him an opportunity of knowing and 
leading fome of them, and of fteering his way at 
court. 

I cannot help inferting here, though not the moft 
proper place, a part of a provincial report from Knigge, 
the man of the whole Aercpagite who fhows any t ching 
like urbanity or gentlenefs of miad. 

“ Of my whole colony, (Wettphalia,) the moft bril- 
e liant is Claudiopolis (Neuwied). There they work, 
«© and direct, and do wonders.” 

If there ever was a {pot upon earth where men may 
be happy in a ftate of cultivated fociety, it was the lit- 
tle principality of Neuwied. I faw itin 1770. The 
town was neat, and the palace handfome and in good 
tafte. But the country was beyond conception delight- 
ful; not a cottage that was out of repair, not a hedge 
out of order; it “had been the hobby (pardon me the 
word) of the Prince, who made it his daily employment 
to go through his principality regularly, and affiit eve-. 
ry noufholder, of whatever condition, with his advice, 

and 
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and with his purfe ; and, when a freeholder could not 
of himfelf put things into a thriving condition, the 
Prince fent his workmen and did it for him. He en- 
dowed fchools for the common people, and two acade- 
mies for the gentry and the people of bufinefs. He 
gave little portions to the daughters, and prizes to the 
well-behaving fons of the labouring people. His own 
houfhold was a pattern of elegance and economy ; his 
fons were fentto Paris to learn elegance, and to En- 
gland to learn fcience and agriculture. In fhort, the 
whole was like a romance (and was indeed romantic). 
I heard it fpoken of with a {mile at the table of the 
Bifhop of Treves, at Ehrenbretitein, and was induced 
to fee it next day as a curiofity: And yet even here, 
the fanaticifm of Knigge would ciftribute his poifon, 
and tell the blinded people, that they were in a ftate 
of fin and mifery, that their Prince was a defpot, and 
that they would never be happy ull he was made to 
fy, and till they were all made equal. 

They got their with. che {warm of French locufis 
fat down on Neuwied’s beautiful fields in 1793, and 
entrenched themfelves; and in three months, Prince 
and farmers houfes, and cottages, and ichools, and 
academies—all had vanifhed; and all the fubjects were 
made equal. But when they complained to the French 
General (René le Grand) of being plundered by his 
foldiers, he anfwered, with a contemptuous and cut- 
ting laugh, “ All is ours—we have left you your eyes 
* to cry.” —( Report to the Convention, 13th Jene 1795.) 


Difvite juftitiam meniti, et now temmnere dives! 
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To proceed: 


Spartacus to Cato. 


& By this plan we fhall dire&t all mankind. In this 
«© manner, and by the fimpleft means, we fhall fet all 
« in motion and in flames. ‘The occupations muft be 
e fo allotted and contrived, that we may, in fecret, 
« influence all political tranfactions.’’ N. B. This al- 
ludes to a part that is with-held from the public, be- 
caufe it contained the allotment of the moft rebellious 
and profligate occupations to feveral perfons whofe 
common names could not be traced. ‘* I have confi- 
e dered,” fays Spartacus, ‘ every thing, and fo pre- 
sc pared it, that if the Order fhould this day go to ruin, 
“ T fhallin a year re-eftablifh it more brilliant than 
« ever.” Accordingly it got up again in about this 
fpace of time, under the fate of the GER KEAN Union, 
appearing in the form of Rzapinc Socierizs. One 
of thefe was fet up in Zwack’s houfe; and this raifing 
a fufpicion, a vifitation was made at Landfkut, and the 
firft fet of the private papers were found. The fcheme 
was, however, zealoufly profecuted in other parts of 
Germany, as we fhall fee by and by. “ Nor,” con- 
tinues Spartacus, ‘ will it fignity though all thould be 
‘betrayed and printed. I am fo certain of fuccefs, in 
* {pite of all obftacles, (for the fprings are in every 
 heart,) that I am indiferent, though it fhould in- 
«© volve my life and my liberty. What! have thoulancs 
“ thrown away their lives about homeros and bemotoufies 
“ and fhail not this caufe warm even the heart of a 
coward? But I have the art to draw advantage even 
« from misfortune; and when you would think me 
“ funk to the bottom, I fhall rife with new vigour. 
“ Who would have thought, thata profeMor at Ingol- 
« flade 
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« ftadt wes to become the teacher of the profeflors of 
« Gottingen, and of the greareft men in Germany ?” 


Spartacus te Cate, 


t Send me back my degree of Muminatus Mincr ; 
‘© it is the wonder of all men here (I may perhaps find: 
« time to give a tranflation of the difcourfe of recep- 
« tion, which contains all that can be faid of this Af- 
*¢ fociation to the public); as alfo the two laft fheets 
« of my degree, which is inthe keeping of Marius, 
* and Celfus, under 100 locks, which contains my 
«© hiftory of the lives of the Patriarchs.” N. B. No- 
thing very particular has been difcovered of thefe lives 
of the Patriarchs. He fays, that there were above 
fixty fheets of it. To judge by the care taken of it, 
it muft be a favourite work, very hazardous, and very 
eatching. 

In another letter to Cato, we have fome hints of the 
higher degrees, and concerning a peculiar morality, 
and a popular religion, which the Order was one day 
to give the world, He fiys, “ There mutt (a la Fe- 
« fuite) not a fingle purpofe ever come in fight that is 
« ambiguous, and that may betray our aims againtt 
*€ religion and the ftate. One mult fpeak fometimes 
“© one way and fometimes another, but fo as never to 
*¢ contradict ourfelves, and fo that, with refpect to 
“ our true way of thinking, we may be impenetrable. 
«© When our ftrongeft things chance to give cffence, 
« they muft be explained as attempts to draw anfwers 
« which difcover to us the fentiments of the perfon 
« we converfe with.” N.B. This did sot always fuc- 
ceed with him. 

Spartacus fays, {peaking of the priefts degree, “ One 
« woulc almoft imagine, that this degree, as I have ma- 

© naged 
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© naged it, is genuine Chriftianity, and that its end 
“ was to free the Jews from flavery. I fay, chat Free 
‘© Mafonry is concealed Chriftianity. My explanation 
«e of the hieroglyphics, at leaft, proceeds on this fup- 
“ pofition; and as I explain things, no man need be 
« afhamed of being a Chriltian. Indeed I afterwards 
“« throw away this name, and fubftitute Regha. But 
« Taffure you this is no fimall affair; a new religion, 
« and a new ftate-government, which fo happily ex- 
e plain one and all of thefe fymbols, and combine 
* them in one degree. You may think that this is 
« my chief work; but I have three other degrees, 
« all different, for my clafs of higher myfteries, in 
« comparifon with which this is bur child’s play; bur 
« thefe I keep for myfelf as General, to be beftowed 
“ by me only on the Benemeritiffimi,” (furely fuch as 
Cato, his deareft friend, and the pofleffor of fuch pret- 
ty fecrets, as abortives, poifons, peftilential vapours, 
&c.). “ The promoted may be Areopagites or not, 
« Were you here I fhould give you this degree with- 
* out hefitation. But it is too important to be intruf- 
“ ted to paper, or to be beftowed otherwile than from 
« my own hand. It is the key to hiftory, to religion, 
« and to every ftate-government in the world.’’* 

« Spartacus proceeds, “ There fhall be but three 
« copies for all Germany. You can’t imagine what 
« refpect and curiofity my prieft-degree has raifed ; 
« and, which is wonderful, a famous Proreftant di- 
“ vine, who is now of the Order, is perfuaded that 

“ the 


* I obferve, in other parts of his correfpondence where he {peaks 
of this, feveral fingular phrafes, which are to be found in two 
books ; Autiqueté devoilée par fes Ufages, and Orizine du Defpotifme 
Oriental. ‘Vhefe contain indeed much of the maxims inculcated in 
the reception difcourfe of the degree J//umanitus Minor. Indeed | 
have found, that Weifhaupt is much lefs an inventor than he is ge- 
nerally thought. 
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« the religion contained in it is the true fenfe of Chrif- 
“e tianity. O MAN, MAN! TO WHAT MAy’sT THOU 
‘© NOT BE PERSUADED. Who would imagine that I 
«© was to be the founder of a new religion?” 

In this fcheme of Matonic Chriftianity, Spartacus 
and Philo laboured ferioufly together. Spartacus fent 
him the materials, and Philo worked them up. It 
will therefore illuftrate this capital point of the confti- 
tution of the Order, if we take Philo’s account of it. 


Philo to Cato. 


«© We mutt confider the ruling propenfities of every 
« age of the world. At prefent the cheats and tricks 
« of the priefts have roufed all men again{t them, and 
s“ aoainft Chriftianity. But, at the fame time, fuper- 
«e {tition and fanatici{m rule with unlimited dominion, 
« and the underftanding of man really feems to be 
€ going backwards. Our tafk, therefore, is doubled. 
«© We muft give fuch an account of things, that fana- 
« tics fhould not be alarmed, and that fhall, notwith- 
€. ftanding, excite a fpirit of free enquiry. We mutt 
« not throw away the good with the bad; the child 
*© with the dirty water; but we muft make the fecret 
« doctrines of Chriftianity be received as the fecrets 
“ of genuine Free Malonry. But farther, we have to 
«€ deal with the defpotifm of Princes. This increafes 
* every day. But then, the {pirit of freedom breathes 
e and fighs in every corner; and, by the affiltance of 
“ hidden fchools of wifdom, Liberty and Equality, 
e the natura} and imprefcriptible rights of man, warm 
* and glow in every breaft. We muft therefore unite 
«¢ thefe extremes. We proceed in this manner. 
« Jefus Chrift eftablihed no new Religion; he 
t would only fet Religion and Reafon in their ancient 
e rights. 
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rights. For this purpole he would unite men in a 
* common bond. He would fit them for this by 
“ {preading a jut morality, by enlightening the un- 
« derftanding, and by affifling the mind to thake off 
«all prejudices. He would teach all men, in the firit 
« place, to govern themfelves. Rulers would then 
« be needleis, and equality and liberty would take 
s“ place without any revolution, by the natural and 
« gentle operation of reafon and expediency, This 
« great Teacher allows himfelf to explain every part 
« of the Bible in conformity to thele purpofes; and 
* he forbids all wrangling among his {chcelars, becaufe 
e every man may there find a reafonable application 
e to his peculiar doctrines. Let this be true er falle, it 
“ does not fignify. This was a fimple Reticion, and 
«e ir was fo far infpired; but the minds of his hearers 
‘© were not fitted for receiving thefe doctrines. I told 
“ you, feys he, but you could not bear it, Many 
« therefore were called, but few were chofen. To 
this elect were entrufted the moft important fecrets; 
* and even among them there were degrees of infor- 
c mation, There was a ieventy, and a twelve. All 
*¢ this was in the natural order of things, and accord- 
«c ing to the habits of the Jews, aad indeed of all an- 
 uguiry. The Jewifh theofophy was a myftery; 
« like the Eleufinian, or the Pythagorean, unfit for 
* the vulgar. And thus the doctrines of Chriftianity 
were committed to the depti, ina Difciplina Arcani. 
« By thefe they were maintained like the Veftal Fire. — 
They were kept up only in hidden focieties, who 
handed them down to pofterity; and they are now 

poficiied by the genuine Pree Malons.” 
N. B. This explains the origin of many anonymous 
pamphlets which appeared about this time in Germa- 
nyy fhowing that Free Mafonry was Chriftianiry.— 
‘hey have cdoubtlets been the werks of Spartacus and 
his 
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his partifans among the Ecleétic Mafons. Nicholai, 
the great apoftle of infidelity, had given very favour- 
able reviews of thefe performances, and having always 
fhewn himfelf an advocate of fuch writers as depreci- 
ated Chriftianity, it was natural for him to take this 
opportunity of bringing it till lower in the opinion of 
the people. Spartacus therefore conceived a high opi- 
nion of the importance of gaining Nicholai to the Or- 
der. Fie had before this gained Leuchtfenring, a hot- 
headed fanatic, who had {pied Jefuits in every corner, 
and fet Nicholai on his journey through Germany, to 
hunt them our. This man finding them equally hated 
by the Illuminati, was eafily gained, and was moft 
zealous in their caule. He engaged Nicholai, and 
Spartacus exults exceedingly in the acquifition, faying, 
“© that he was an unwearied champion, ef quidem conten- 
‘© tiffimus.” Of this man Philo fays, ‘* that he had 
« fpread this Chriftianity into every corner of Ger- 
« many. Ihave put meaning,” fays Philo, “ to all 
* thefe dark fymbols, and have prepared both de- 
* orees, introducing beautiful ceremonies, which I 
“ have {elected from among thofe of the ancient com- 
« munions, combined with thofe of the Rofaic Ma- 
« fonry; and now,” fays he, “it will appear that we 
“© are the only true Chriftians. We fhall now be in a 
« condition to fay a few words to Priefts and Princes. 
«© I have fo contrived things, that I would admit even 
“ Popes and Kings, after the trials which I have pre- 
« fixed; and they would be glad to be of the Order.” 
But how is all this to be reconciled with the plan of 
Illumination, which is to banifh Chriftianity altoge - 
ther? Philo himfeif in many places fays, “ that it is 
© only a cloak, to prevent fqueamifh people from 
« ftarting back.” This is done pretty much in the 
fame way that was practifed in the French Mafonry. 
In one of their Rituals the Mafter’s degree is made 
typical 
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typical of the death of Jefus Chrift, the preacher of 
Brotherly love. Burt, in the next ttep, the Chevalier 
du Soleil, it is Reafon that has been deftroyed and en- 
tombed, and the Matter in this degree, the Sublime 
Philofophe, occafions the difcovery of the place where 
the body is hid; Reafon rifes again, and fuperftition 
and tyranny difappear, and all becomes clear; man be- 
comes free and happy. 
Let us hear Spartacus again. 


Spartacus, in another place. 


« We muf, 7, gradually explain away all our pre- 

« paratory pious frauds. And when perfons of difcern- 
ment find fault, we muft defire them co confider the 
e end of all our labour, ‘This fanétifies our means, 
which at any rate are harmlefs, and have been ult- 
ful, even in this cafe, becauie rhey procured us a 
patient hearing, when otherwife men would have 
turned away from us like petted children. This 
« will convince them of our fentiments in all the in- 
tervening points; and our ambiguous expreffions 
will then be interpreted into an endeavour to draw 
«© anfwers of any kind, which may fhow us the minds 
“ of our pupils. 24, We muft unfold, from hiltory 
“« and other writings, the origin and fabrication of all 
religious lies whatever; and then, 3¢, We give a 
“< critical hiftory of the Order. But I cannot but 
laugh, when I think of the ready reception which 
all this has met with from the grave and learned di-- 
vines of Germany and of Fngiand; and I wonder 
how their William failed when he aicempted to etta- 
«© blih a Deiftical Worthip in London, (what can this 
mean?) for, I am certain, that it muft have been 
«© moft acceptable to thet learned and free people. But 
they 
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e they had noc the enlightening of our days.” T may 
here remark, that Weifhaupt is prefuming too much 
on the ignorance of his friend, for there was a great 
deal of this enlightening in England at the ume he 
fpeaks of, and if I am not miftaken, even this cele- 
brated Profeflor of Irreligion has borrowed moft cf his 
fcheme from this kingdom. This to be fure is nothing 
in our praife. But the Pantuersticon of Toland 
refembles Weifhaupt’s Illumination in every thing but 
its rebellion and its villainy. Toland’s Socratic Lodge 
is an elegant pattern for Weifhaupt, and his Triumph 
of Reafon, his Philofophic Happinefs, his God, or 
fnima Mundi, ave all fo like the harth fyftem of Spar- 
tacus, that I am convinced that he has copied them, 
ftamping them with the roughneis of his own charac- 
ter. Bur to goon; Spartacus fays of the Englith: 
« Their poet Pope made his Effay on Man a fyftem 
« of pure naturalilm, without knowing it, as Brother 
e Chryfinpus did with my Pricft’s Degree, and was 
e equally aftonifhed when this was pointed out to him. 
« Chryfippus is religious, bur not fuperftitious. Bro- 
« ther Lucian (Nicolai, of whom I have already faid 
« fo much) fays, that the grave Zolikofer now allows 
« that ic would be a very proper thing to eftablish a 
« Peiflical Worfhip at Berlin. I am nor afraid but 
< things will go en very well. But Philo, who was 
« entrufted with framing the Pricit’s Degree, has de- 
© frayed it without any neceffity ; it would, forfooth, 
© ftartle thofe who have a hankering for Religion. Bur 
« T always told you that Philo is fanatical and prudish. 
e T gave him fine materials, and he hes Ruffed it full 
“ of ceremonies and child’s play, and as Minos fays, 
© cot jener la religion. But all this may be corrected 

«in the revifion by the recpagita.”’ 
N. B. Lhave already mentioned Baron Rnigge’s 
converfion co Hluminatifn by the M. de Co iftanza, 
whofr 
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whofe name in the Order was Diomedes. Knigge 
(henceforth Philo) was, next to Spartacus, the moft 
ferviceable man in the Order, and procured the great- 
eft number of members. It was chiefly by his exer- 
tions among the Mafons in the Proteltant countries, 
that the Ecleétic Sy/tem was introduced, and afterwards 
brought under the direétion of the Illuminati. This 
conqueft was owing entirely to his very extenfive con- 
nections among the Mafons. He travelled like a phi- 
lofopher from city to city, from Lodge to Lodge, and 
even from houfe to houfe, before his Illumination, try- 
ing to unite the Mafons, and he now went over the 
fame ground to extend the Ecleffic Sytem, and to get 
the Lodges put under the direction of the Illuminati, 
by their choice of the Mafter and Wardens. By this 
the Order had an opportunity of noticing the conduct 
of individuals; and when they had found cut their 
manner of thinking, and that they were fit for their 
purpofe, they never quitted them till they had gained 
them over totheir party. We have feen, that he was 
by no means void of religious impreflions, and we of- 
ten find him offended with the atheifm of Spartacus. 
Knigge was at the fame time a man of the world, and 
had kept good company. Weifhaupt had paffed his 
life in the habits of a college: therefore he knew 
Knigge’s value, and communicated to him all his pro- 
jects, to be dreffed up by him for the tafte of fociety. 
Philo was of a much more affectionate difpofition, 
with fomething of a devotional turn, and was fhocked 
at the hard indifference of Spartacus. After labour- 
ing four years with great zeal, he was provoked with 
the difingenuous tricks of Spartacus, and he broke off 
all connection with the Society in 1784, and fome time 
after publifhed a declaration of all that he had done in 
it. ‘This is a moft excellent account of the plan and 
principles of the Order, (at leaft as he conceived ir, 

for 
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for Spartacus had much deeper views,) and fhows that 
the aim of it was to abolifh Chriftianity, and all the 
flate-governments in Europe, and to eflablith a great 
republic. But itis full of romantic notions and enthu- 
fiaftic declam ation, on the hackneyed topics of uni- 
verfal citizenthip, and Jiberty and equality. Spartacus 
gave him line, and allowed him to work on, knowing 
that he could difcard him when he chole. I fhall after 
this give fome extracts from Philo’s letters, from which 
the reader will fee the vile behaviour of Spartacus, and 
the nature of his ultimate views. In the mean time 
we may proceed with the account of the priaciples of 
the fyflem. 


Spartacus to Cato. 


“ Nothing would be more profitable to us than a 
e mont hiftory ef mankind. Defpotifm has robbed 
e them of their liberty. How can the weak obtain 
e protection ? Only by union; but this is rare. No- 
* thing can bring this about but hidden focieties. 
ss Hidd len fcheols ek wifdom are the means which will 
© one day free men from their bonds. Thefe have in 
«© all eges been the archives of nature, and of the 
“ rights of men; and by them fhall human nature be 
e raifed from her fallen ftare. Princes and nations 
« fhall vanifh from the earth. The human race will 
“ then become one family, and the world will be the 
“« dwelling of rational men. 

© Vforwity alone can do this. The Head of every 
« family wili be what Abraham was, the patriarch, the 
* prieft, and the unlettered Jord of his family, and 
rE Reafon will be the code of laws to all mankiad. 
e This,’ fays Spartacus, “is Our GREAT SECRET. 
‘Prue, there may be fome dilturbance; but by and 

ce by 
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the unequal will become equal; and after rhe 

ftorm all wil be calm. Can the unhappy confe- 

uences remain when the grounds of difitnfion are 
removed? Route yourfelves therefore, O men! al- 
fert your rights; and then will Reafon rule with un- 
perceived fway; and ALL SHALL BE HAPPY.” 
« Morality will perform all this; and morality is 
the fruit of filuminarion ; duties and rights are reci- 
procal. Where Oavius has no right, Cato owes 
him no duty. Jijuminarion fhews us our rights, and 
Morality fellows ; that Morality which teaches us 
to be of age, to be cut of wardenjiip, to be full grow 
and to walk without the leading firings of prighs a 
princes,” 
“« Jefus of Nazareth, the Grand Mafter of our Or- 
der, appeared at atime when the world was in the 
utmoft diforder, and among a people who for ages 
had groaned under the yoke of bendage. He tang che 
them the leffons of Reafon. To be more chvéiyve, 
he took tn the aid of Religion—of opinions which 
were current—and, in a very clever manuer, he cum- 
bined his fecret doctrines with the popular religion, 

and with the cuftoms which lay to his hand. In 
thefe he wrapped up his letYons—he taught by para- 
bles. Never did any prophet lead men fo eality and 
fo fecurely along the read of liberty. He concealed 
the preciaus meaning and confequences of his doc- 
trines; bet fully difclafed them ta a chofen few. He 
fpeaks of a kingdom of the upright and faithful; his 
Father’s king: lom, whofe children we alfo are. Let 


us only take Liberty and Equality as the great aim 
ei of 


* Happy France! Cradle of Illumination, where the mor ning 


of Reafun has dxwned, difpelling the clouds of Mei archy and 
Chriftianity, where the babe has fucked the blood of the eneslight- 
ened, and Murder! Fire! Help! has been the lullaby to fing it to 


fleep. 
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of his doétrines, and Morality as the way to attain it, 
and every thing in the New Teftament will be com- 
prehenfible ; ; and Jefus will appear as the Redeemer 
of flaves. Man is fallen from the condition of Li- 
berty and Equality, the STATE OF PURE NATURE. 
He is under fubordination and civil bondage, arifing 
from the vices of man. This is the FALL, and 
ORIGINAL SIN. The KINGDOM OF GRACE is that 
reftoration which may be brought about by Illumi- 
nation and a juft Morality. This is the NEW BIRTH. 
When man lives under government, he is fallen, his 
worth is gone, and his nature tarnifhed, By fubdu- 
ing our paffions, or limiting their cravings, we may 
recover a great deal of our original worth, and live 
in a ftate of grace. This is the redemption of men 
—this is accomplifhed by Morality ; and when this 
is fpread over the world, we have THE KINGDOM 
Cr THE JUST. 
t But, alas! the tafk of felf-formation was too hard 
for the fubjeéts of the Roman empire, corrupted by 
every fnecies of profligacy. A chofen few received 
the doctrines in fecret, and they have been handed 
down to us (but frequently almoft buried under rub- 
biih of man’s invention) by the Free Mafons. Thefe 
three conditions of human fociety are exprefied by 
the rough, the fplit, and the polifhed ftone. The 
rough ftone, and the one that is fplit, exprefs our 
condition under civil government ; rough by every 
fretting inequality of condition ; and fplit, fince we 
are no longer one family; and are farther divided 
by differences of government, rank property, and 
religion ; but when reunited in one family, we are 
reprefented by the polifhed flone. G. is Grace ; 
the Flaming Star is the Torch of Reafon. Thofe 
who poffefs this knowledge are indeed ILLUMINATI. 
Hiram is our fictitious Grand Mafter, fain for the 
«© REDEMP- 
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‘© REDEMPTION OF SLAVES; the Nine Mafters are 
e the Founders of the Order. Free Mafonry is a 
e Royal Art, inafmuch as it teaches us to. walk with- 
“© out trammels, and to govern ourlclves.” 

Reader, are you not curious to learn fomething of 
this all-powerful morality, fo operative on the heart of 
the truly illuminated—ef this difciplina arcani, ertrutted 
only to the chofen few, and hande:] down to Profeffor 
Weifhaupt, to Spartacus, and his affociates, who have 
cleared it of the rubbifh heaped on it by the dim-fight- 
ed Mafons, and now beaming in its native luftre on 
the minds of the Areopegite ? The teachers of ordinary 
Chriftianity have been labouring for almoft 2000 years, 
with the New Teftament in their hands ; many of 
them with great addrefs, and many, I believe, with 
honeft zeal. Bur alas ! they cannot produce fuch won- 
derful and certain effects, (for obferve, that Wetthaupt 
repeatedly affures us that his means are certain,) pro- 
bably for want of this difciplina arcani, of whole efficacy 
fo much is faid. Moft fortunately, Spartacus has 
given usa brilliant fpecimen of the ethics which illu- 
minated himfelf on a trying occafion, where an ordi- 
nary Chriftian wouid have been much perplexed, or 
would have taken a road widely different from that of 
this illuftrious apoftle of ight. And fecing that feveral 
of the reopagitce co-operated in the tranfacticn, and 
that it was carefully concealed from the profane and 
dim-fighted world, we can have no doubt but that it 
was conducted according to the @i/-plina arcani of Il- 
lumination. I fhall give itin his own words. 


Spartacus to Marius, Svptenber 1782. 
P Mekot a / 
“ I am now ia the moft embarraffing fituation ; it 


* robs me of all ret, and makes me unfit for every 
thing. 
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« thing. I am in danger of lofing at once my honour 
“ and my reputation, by which I have long had fuch 
‘influence. What think you ?—my fitter-in-law is 
e with child. Ihave fent her to Luriphon, and am 
“ endeavouring to procure a marriage-licence from 
“« Rome. How much depends on this uncertainty— 
«© and there is nota moment to lofe. Should I fail, 
‘© what is to be done ? What a return do I make by 
** this to a perfon to whom I am fo much obliged!” 
(We fhall fee the probable meaning of this exclama- 
tion by and by). ‘ We have tried every method in 
“ our power to deftroy the child; and I hope fhe is 
c determined on every thing—even d—.” (Can this 
mean death ?) “ But alas ! Euriphen is, I fear, too ti- 
« mid,” (alas! poor woman, thou art now under 
the difcitlina arcani,) “and I fee no other expedient. 
* Could I be but affured of the filence of Celfus, (a 
“ phyfician at Ingolltadt,) he can relieve me, and he 
< promifed me as much three years ago. Do fpeak to 
* him, if youthink he wili be ftaunch. I would not let 
« Coto” (his deareft friend, and his chief or only con- 
fident inthe fcheme of Illumination) “ know it yet, 
“ becaufe the affair in orherref{pects requires his whole 
“ friendihip.” (Cato had all the pretty receipts.) 
« Could you but help me out of this diftrefs, you 
« would give me life, honour, and peace, and freugih 
* to work again in the great caufe. It you cannot, be 
«© affured I will venture on the moft defperate ftroke,” 
(poer fitter!) * for itis fixed.—tI will not lofe my ho- 
« nour, I cannot conccive what devithas made me go 
e aftray—nre who bave elways been fo cereful cn fuch cc- 
« cofieus. As yet all is quiet, and none know of it but 
“© you and inuriphon. Were ic but time to undertake 
« any thing—bur alas ! it is the fourth month. Thofe 
« damned pricfts too—for the agtion is fo criminally 
« accounted by them, and fcandalifes the blood. This 

« makes 
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“© makes the utmoft efforts and the moft defperate 
ce meafures abfolutely neceflary.” 

Tt will throw fome light on this tranfaction if we read 
a letter from Spartacus to Cato about this time. 

« One thing more, my dearelt friend—Would it be 
« agreeable to you to have me for a brother-in-law? 
c It this fhould be agreeable, and if it can be brought 
«© about without prejudice to my honour, as I hope it 
« may, Iam not without hopes that the connection 
« may take place. But ia the mean time keep ita 
* fecret, and only give me permiffion to enter into 
“c correfpondence on the fubject with the good lady, 
* to whom I beg you will offer my refpectful compli- 
« ments, and I will explain myfeif more fuliy to you 
“« by word of mouth, and tell you my whole fituation. 
“ But L repeat it—the thing muft be gone about with 
e addrefs and caution. I would not for all the world 
« deceive a perfon who certainly has not deferved fo 
« of me.” 

What interpretation can be put on this? Cato feems 
to be brother to the poor woman—he was unwittingly 
to furnifh the drugs, and he was to be dealt with about 
confenting to a marriage, which could not be altoge- 
ther agreeable to him, fince it required a difpenfation, 
fhe being already the filter-in-law of Weifhaupt, either 
the filter of his former wife, or the widow of a decealed 
brother. Or perhaps Spartacus really wifhes to marry 
Cato’s fifter, a different perfon from the poor woman 
in the ftraw; and he conceals this adventure from his 
trufty friend Cato, till he feces what becomes of iz. 
The child may perhaps be got rid of, and then Spar- 
tacus is a free man. There is a letter to Cato, thank- 
ing him for his friendfhip in the affair of the child— 
bur it gives no light. I meet with another account, 
that the fifter of Zwack threw herfelf from the top of 
a tower, ancdybeat out her brains. But it is not Gid 

that 
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that it was an only Gifter; if it was, the probability is, 
that Spartacus had paid his addreffes to her, and fuc- 
ceeded, and that the fubfequente affair of his marriage 
with his fler-in-iaw, or fomething worle, broke her 
heart. This feems the beft account of the matter. 
For Hertel (Marius) writes to Zwack in November 
1782: “ Spartacus is this day gone home, but has left 
his fifter-in-law pregnant behind (this is from Baffus 
« Hoff). About the new year he hopes to be made 
« merry by a , who wili be before all kings and 
princes—a young Spartacus. The Pope alfo will 
refpect him, and legitimate him before the time.” 
Now, vulgar Chriftian, compare this with the for- 
mer declaration of Weifhaupt, where he appeals 
to the tenor of his former life, which had been 
fo feverely fcrutinifed, without diminifhing his high 
reputation and great influence, and his ignorance and 
abhorrence of all thofe things found in Cato’s repofito- 
ries. You fee this was a furprife—he had formerly 
proceeded cautioufly— He is the beft man,” fays 
Spartacus, “ who beft conceals his faults.” —He was 
difappointed by Celfus, who had promifed him his affif- 
tance cn fuch occaficns three years ago, during all which 
time he had been bufy in ** forming himfelf’’ How 
far he has advanced, the reader may judge. 

One is curious to know what became of the poor 
woman: fhe was afterwards taken to the houfe of Ba- 
ron Ballus; but here the foolifh woman, for want of 
that courage which Illumination and the bright prof- 
pect of eternal fleep fhould have produced, took fright 
at the di/ciplini arcani, left the houfe, and in the hidden 
fociety of a midwife and nurfe brought forth a young 
Spartacus, who now lives to thank his father for his 
endeavours to murder him. A © damned prieff,” the 
good Bifhop of Freyfingen, knowing the cogent rea- 
fons, procured the difpenfation, and Spartacus was 

obliged, 
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obliged, like another dim-fighted mortal, to marry 
her. The fcandal was hufhed, and would not have 
been difcovered had it not been for thefe private wri- 
tings. 
ie Spartacus fays “ that when you think 
« him funk to the bottom, he will {pring up with 
« double vigour.” In a fubfequent work, call- 
ed Short Amendment of my Plan, he iays, “ If men were 
« not habituated to wicked manners, his letters would 
«© be their own juftification.”” He does not fay that 
he is without fault; “ but they are faults of the under- 
c ftanding—not of the heart. He had, firft of all, to 
« form himfelf; and this is a work of time.” In the 
affair of his fifter-in-law he admits the facts, and the 
attempts to deftroy the child; “ but this is far from 
« proving any depravity of heart. In his condition, 
«e his honour at ftake, what elfe was left him to do? 
« His greateft enemies, the Jefuits, have taught that 
«c in fuch a cafe it is lawful to make away wich the 
« child,” and he quotes authorities from their books.* 
« Tn the introductory fault he has the example of the 
« beft of men. The fecond was its natural confe- 
« quence, it was altogether involuntary, and, in the 
« eye of a philofophical judge” (I prefume of the Gal- 
lic School) ‘* who does not {quare himfelf by the harfh 
« letters of a blood-thirfty lawgiver, he has but a very 
“ trifling account to fettle. He had become a public 
«© teacher, and was greatly followed; this example 
« might have ruined many young men. The eyes of the 
« Order alfo were fixed on him. The edifice refted 
« on his credit; had he fallen, be could no longer have 
R c been 


* This is flatly contradicted in a pamphlet by F. Stuttler, a Ca- 
tholic clergyman of moft refpectable character, who here expofes, 
in the moft incontrovertible manner, the impious plots of Weifhaupr, 
his total difregard to truth, his counterfeit antiques, and all his 
lies againft the Jefuits. i 
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< been in e condition to treat the matters of virtue fo as to 
“© make a lafting impreficn. It was chicfiy his anxiety 
«© to fupport the credit of the Order which determined 
«e him to take this ftep. It makes for him, but by no 
« means againfé him; and the perfons who are moft 
« in fault are the flavith inquifitors, who have pub- 
e lifhed the tranfaction, in order to make his charac- 
«c ter more remarkable, and to hurt the Order through 
« his perfon; and they have not {crupled, for this hel- 
e lifh purpofe, to ftir up a child againft his father!!!” 

I make no refleétions on this very remarkable, and 
highly ufeful ftory, but content myfelf with faying, 
that this juftification by Weifhaupt (which I have been 
careful to give in his own words) is che greateft inftance 
of effrontery and infult on the fentiments of mankind 
that I have ever met with. We are all fuppofcd as 
completely corrupted as if we had lived under the full 
blaze of Illumination. 

In other places of this curious correfpondence we 
learn that Minos, and others of the 4reopagit.c, wanted 
to introduce Atheif{m at once, and not go hedging in 
the manner they did; affirming it was caer to {hew 
at once that Atheifm was friendly to fociety, than to 
explain all their Mafonic Chriftianity, which they were 
afterwards to fhew to be a bundle of lies. Indeed this 
purpole, of not only abolifhing Chriftianicy, but all 
pofitive religion whatever, was “Weithaupt’s favourite 
icheme from the beginning. Before he canvailed for 
his Order, in 1774, “he publifhed a fictitious antique, 
which he called Sidonii Apcllinarus Fragmenta, to pre- 
pare (as he exprefsly fays in another place) mens minds 
for the doétrines of Reafon, which contains all the de- 
teftable doctrines of Robinet’s book Dela Nature. The 
publication of the fecond part was ltopped. Weifhaupt 
fays in his ÀÅPOLOGY rok THE [LLUMINATI, that be- 
fore 1780 he had retracted his opinions abour Materi- 
l alifin. 
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alifm, and about the inexpediency of Princes. But 
this is falfe: Philo fays exprefsly, that every thing re- 
mained on its original footing in the whole practice 
and dogmas of the Order when he quitted it in July 
1784. P All this was concealed, and even the abomi- 
nable Mafonry, in the account of the Order which 
Weifhaupt pubiiíhed at Regenfburg; and it required 
the conftant efforts of Philo to prevent bare or flat 
Atheifm from being uniformly taught in their degrees. 
He had told the council that Zeno would not be under 
a roof with a man who denied the immortality of the 
foul. He complains of Minos’s cramming irreligion 
down their throats in every meeting, and fays, that he 
frightened many from entering the Order,‘ Truth,” 
fays Philo, “ isa clever, but a modeft girl, who muft 
“« be led by the hand like a gentiewoman, but not 
« kicked about like a whore.” Spartacus complains 
much of the fqueamifhnefs of Philo; yet Philo is not 
a great deal behind him in irreligion. When defcrib- 
ing to Cato the Chriftianity of the Prieft-degree, as 
he had manufactured it, he fays, “ It is all one whe- 
‘ ther it be true or falfe, we muft have it, that we 
“ may tickle thofe who havea hankering for religion.” 
All the odds feems to be, that he was of a gentler dif- 
pofition, and had more deference even for the abfurd 
prejudices of others. In one of his angry letters to 
Cato he fays: ** The vanity and felf- conceit of Spar- 
tacus would have got the better of all prudence, had 

“ I not checked him, and prevailed on the Areopagitee 
“ but to defer the developement of the bold principles 
« rill we had firmly fecured the man. I even wifhed 
“ to entice the candidate the more by giving him back 
“ ail his former bonds of fecrecy, and leaving him at 
“ liberty to walk out without fear; and I am certain 
e that they were, by this time, fo engaged that we 
« fhould not have loft one man. But “Spartacus had 
* comnofed an exhibirion of his laft principles, for a 
“ diicourfe 
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difcourfe of reception, in-which he painted his three 
« favourite my{terious degrees, which were to be con- 
“ ferred by him alone, in colours which had fafcina- 
ted his own fancy. But they were the colours of 
hell, and would have fcared the moft intrepid; and 
becaufe I reprefented the danger of this, and by 
force obtained the omiffion of this picture, he be- 
came my implacable enemy. -I abhor treachery 
and profligacy, and leave him to blow himfelf and 
e his Order into the air.” 

Accordingly this happened. It was this which ter- 
rified one of the four profeffors, and made him impart 
his doubts to the reft. Yet Spartacus feems to have 
profited by the apprehenfions of Philo; for in the laft 
reception, he, for the firft time, exacts a bond from 
the intrant, engaging himfelf for ever to the Order, 
and {wearing that he will never draw back. Thus ad- 
mitted, he becomes a fure card. The courfe of his 
life is in the hands of the Order, and his thoughts on 
a thoufand dangerous points; his reports concerning 
his neighbours and friends; in fhort, his honour and 
his neck. The Deift, thus led on, has not far to go 
before he becomes a Naturalift ‘or Atheift; and then 
the eternal fleep of death crowns all his humble hopes. 

Before giving an account of the higher degrees, I 
fhall juft extract from one letter more on a fingular 
fubject. i 


ec 


Minos to Sebaftian, 1782. 


« The propofal of Hercules to eftablifh a Minerval 

e fchool for girls is excellent, but requires much cir- 
«© cumfpection. Philo and I have long converfed on 
e this fubje&t. We cannot improve the world with- 
e out improving women, who have fuch a mighty in- 
« fluence on the men. But how fhall we get hold of 
“ them? 
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them? How will their relations, particularly their 
mothers, immerfed in prejudices, confent that others 
fhall influence their education ? We muft begin with 
grown girls. Hercules propofes the wife of Prole- 
my Magus. Ihave no objection; and I have four 
ftep-daughters, fine girls. The oldeft in particular 
is excellent. She is twenty-four, has read much, is 
above all prejudices, and in religion fhe thinks asIdo, 
They have much acquaintance among the young la- 
dies their relations. (N. B. We don’t know the rank 
of Minos, but as he does not ufe the word Damen, 
but Frauenzimimer, itis probable thar it is not high.) 
It may immediateiy be a very pretty Society, under 
the management of Proiemy’s wife, but really un- 
der bis management. You muft contrive pretty de- 
grees, and dreffes, and ornaments, and elegant and 
decent rituals. No man muft be admitted. This 
will make them become more keen, and they will 
go much farther than if we were prefent, or than if 
they thought that we knew of their proceedings. 
Leave them to the {cope of their own fancies, and 
they will foon invent myfleries which will put us to 
the blufh, and create an enthufiafm which we can 
never equal. They will be our great apoftles. Re- 
fleét on the refpect, nay the awe and terror infpired 
by the female myftics of antiquity. (Think of the 
Daniads—think of the Theban Bacchautes.) Prole- 
my’s wife mutt direét them, and fhe will be inftru@- 
ed by Ptomlemy, and my ftep- daughters wiil con- 
fult with me. We muft aiways be at hand to pre- 
vent the introduction of any improper queftion. We 
muft prepare themes for their difcuffion—thus we 
fhall confefs them, and infpire them with our fenti- 
ments. No man however muft come near them. 
This will fire their roving fancies, and we may ex- 
pect rare myfteries. But I am doubtful whether 
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e this Affociarien will be durable, Women are fickle 
«and impatient. Nothing will pleafe them but hur- 
<< ying from degree to degree, through a heap of in- 
«© figmificant ceremonies, which will foon lofe their 
e novelty and influence. ‘Yo reft ferioufly in one 
«© rank, and to be fil and filent when they have found 
e out that che whole is a cheat, (hear the words of an 
«© experienced Mafon, ) is a taik of which they are in- 
«e capable. They have not our motives to perfevere 
‘© for years, allowing themfelves to be led about, and 
e even then to hold their tongues when they find that 
“ they have been deceived. Nay there is a rifk that 
“ they may take ic into their heads to give things an 
«© oppofite turn, and then, by voluptuous allurements, 
«© heightened by affected modefty and decency, which 
© sive them an trrefiftible empire over the bet men, 
« they may turn our Order upfide down, and in their 
** turn will lead the new one.” 

Such is the information which may be got from the 
private correfpendence. It is needlefs to make more 
extracts of every kind of vice and trick. Ihave taken 
fuch as fhew a little of the plan of the Order, as far 
as the degree of Muminatus Mincr, and the vile pur- 
pofes which are concealed under all their fpecious de- 
clamation. A very minute account is given of the 
plan, the ritual, ceremonies, &c. and even the inftruc- 
tions and difcourfes, in a book called the Achte Milu- 
minat, publifhed at Edefa (Frankfurt) in 1787. “Philo 
fays, “ that this is quite accurate, but that he does 
«© not know the author.” I proceed to give an ac- 
count of their higher degrees, as they are to be feen 
in the book called Neuefle Arbeitung des Spartacus und 
Philo. And the authenticity of the accounts is atreft- 
ed by Grollman, a private gentleman of independent 
fortune, who read them, figned and fealed by Sparta- 


cus and the Arecpagite. 
The 
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The feries of ranks and progrefs of the pupil were 
arranged as follows : 


So ear iam Gaa Preparation, 
i ee Novice, 
URSERY 
N te wee wed Minerval, 
eee een es Iilumin. Minor. 
Sym- (-------- Apprentice, 
bolic <---+----- Fellow Craft, 
Masonry, 4 -----=--- Mafter, 
Scoted liium, Nejer, Scotch Novice 
Mum. dirigens, ScorcchKnight. 
D Saw ete 
Prefbyter, Prieft, 
Letter spate Regent 
MYSTERIES, 5 R Spite. 


Greater § Magis, 
2 Rex. 


The reader muft be almoft fick ef fo much villany, 
and would be difeufted with the minute detail, in which 
the cant of the Order is ringing continually in his ears. 
I mhall therefore only give fucha fhort excraét as may 
fix our notions of the object of the Order, and the mo- 
rality of the means employed for attaining it. We 
need not go back to the lower degrees, and thail begin 
with the ILLUMINATUS DIRIGENS, cr SCOTCH 
KNIGHT. 

After a fhort introduétien, teaching us how the holy 
fecret Chapter of Scoich Knights is afiembled, we have, 
I. Fuller accounts and inltructisns reiacing to the whole. 
II. Inftruétions for the lower ciailes of Niaionry. Hi. 
Inftructions relating to Maion Ledgesin general. IV. 
Account ofa reception into this degree, with the bond 
which each fubferibes before he can be admitted, V. 
Concerning the Solemn Chapter for reception. VL 
Opening of the Chapter. VIL Ritual of Reception, 
and ihe Oath. VHL Shutting of the Caper. IX. 


4 Ed 
rao 
ES Pes 


136 THE ILLUMINATI. CHAP. Il. 


Agapé, or Love-Feaft. X. Ceremonies of the confe- 
cration of the Chapter. Appendix A, Explanation of 
the Symbols of Free Mafonry. B, Catechifm for the 
Scotch Knight. C, Secret Cypher. 

In N° I. it is faid that the ‘* chief ftudy of the 
“ Scotch Knight is to work on all men in fush a way 
“ as is moft infinuating. IL. He muft endeavour to 
“ acquire the poffeffion of confiderable property. IH. 
« In ail Mafon Lodges we muf try fecretly to get the 
© upper hand. The Mafons donot know what Free- 
“ Mafonry ts, their high objeéts, nor their higheft 
= Superiors, and fhould be direéted by thofe who will 
“ Jead them along the right road. In preparing a can- 
“© didate for the degree of Scotch Knighthood, we 
*© muft bring him into dilemmas by en{naring queltions. 
« — We muft endeavour to get the difpofal of the mo- 
* ney of the Lodges of the Free Mafons, or at leatt 
* take care that it be applied to purpofes favourable 
to our Order—but this muft be done in a way that 
«© fhall not be remarked. Above all, we muft pufh 
« forward with all our ficill, the plan of Eclectic Ma- 
fonry, and for this purpofe follow up the circular 
“ letter already fent to all the Lodges with every 
© thing that can increafe their prefent embarraffment.” 
In the bond of N° IV. the candidate binds himfelf to 
confider and treat the hutii ati asthe Superiors of 
« Free Mafonry, and endeavour in all the Mafon 
Lodges which he frequents, to have the Mafonry of 
the Hlurinated, and particularly the Scotch Novi- 
ue tiare, ntradced into the Lodge.” (This is not 
very diferent from the Mafonry of the Chevalier de 
l 4igle of the Rofatc Malonry, making the Matter’s 
degree a fort of commemoration of the pafon, but 
without giving that character to Chriftianity which is 
peculiar to Ljuminatifn.) Jefus Chrift is reprefented 
as the enemy of fuperftitious obfervances, and af- 
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fertor of the Empire of Reafon and of Brotherly love, 

and his death and memory as dear to mankind. This- 
evidently paves the way for Weifhaupt’s Chriftianity. 

The Scotch Knight alfo engages “to confider the 
«© Superiors of the Order as the unknown Superiors of 
* Free Mafonry, and to contribute all he can to their 
«e gradual union.” Inthe Oath, N° VII. the candi- 

date fays, “ I will never more bea flatterer of the great, 
“ I will never be a lowly fervant of princes; but I will 
€ ftrive with fpirit, and with addrefs, for virtue, wif- 

« dom, and liberty. I will powerfully oppofe fuper- 
‘© ftition, flander, and defpotifm ; fo that, like a true 
« fon of the Order, I may ferve the world. 1 will 
< never facrifice the general good, and the happinefs 
“ of the world, to my private intereft. I will boldly 
« defend my brother againft flander, will follow out 
«c the traces of the pure and true Religion pointed out 
“© to me in my inftruétions, and in the doétrines of 
«© Mafonry ; and- will faithfully report to my Su- 
& periors the progrefs I make thercin.”’ 

When he gets the ftroke which dubs him a Knight, 
the Prefes fays to him, '“ Now prove thyfelf, by thy 
“ ability, equal to Kings, and never from this time 
* forward bow thy knee to one who is, like thyfelf but 
“ aman.” 

N° IX. is an account of the Love-Feaft. 

yi, There is a Table Lodge, opened as ufual, but 
in virtue ofthe ancient Mafter-word. Thenit is faid, 
“© Let moderation, fortitude, morality, and genuine 
« Jove of the Brethren, with the overflowing of inno- 
“ cent and carelefs mirth reign here.” (This is almoft 
verbatim from Toland.) 

2d, Inthe middle of a bye-table is a chalice, a pot 
of wine, an empty plate, and a plate of unleavened 


bread—All is covered with a green cloth. 
S 3d, Wher 


A 


138 THE ILLUMINATI. CHAP. Il. 


- 3d, When the Table Lodge is ended, and the Pre- 
fect fees no obftacle, he ftrikes on this bye-table the 
ftroke of Scotch Mafter, and his fignal is repeated by 
the Senior Warden. -All are ftill and filent. The 
Prefect lifts off the cloth. 

4th, The Prefect afks, whether the Knights are in 
the difpofition to partake of the Love-Feaft in earneit, 
peace, and contentment. If none hefitates or offers to 
retire, he takes the plate with the bread and fays, 

«© J. of N. our Grand-Matter, in the night in which 
“ he was betrayed by his friends, perfecuted for his 
« Jove fortruth, imprifoned, and condemned to die, 
“« affembled his trufty Brethren, to celebrate his laft 
« Love-Feaft—which is fignified to us in many ways. 
« He took bread (taking it) and broke it (breaking 
“ it) and bleffed it, and gave it to his difciples, &c. 
s* —-This fhall be the mark of our Holy Union, &c. 
& Let each of you examine his heart, whether love 
& reigns init, and whether he, in full imitation of our 
«© Grand-Mafter, is ready to lay down his life for his 
Brethren. 

« Thanks be to our Grand-Malter, who has ap- 
« pointed this feaft as a memorial of his kindnefs, for 
& the uniting of the hearts of thofe who love him.— 
“« Go in peace, and bleffed be this new Affociation 
« which we have formed.—Bleffed be ye who remain 
“ Joyal and ftrive for the good caufe.” 

54, The Prefect immediately clofes the Chapter 
with the ufual ceremonies of the Loge de Table. 

6th, Itis to be obferved, that no prieft of the Order 
muft be prefent at this Love-Feaft, and that even the 
Brother Servitor quits the Lodge. 

I muft obferve here, that Philo, the manufacturer 
of thisritual, has done it very injudicioufly ; it has no 
refemblance whatever to the Love-Feaft of the primi- 
tive Chriftians, and is merely a copy of a fimilar thing 

in 
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in one of the fteps of French Mafonry. Philo’s read- 
ing in church-hiftory was probably very fcanty, or he 
trufted that the candidates would not be very nice in 
their examination of it, and he imagined that it would 
do weil enough, and * tickle fuch as had a religious 
“ hankering.” Spartacus difliked it exceedingly—it 
did not accord with his ferious co enceptions, and he 
juttly calls it oner la Religion. 

The difcourle of reception is to be found alfo in the 
fecret corref{pondence (Nachtrag Il. Abtheilung, p. 44.). 
But it is needlefs to infert it here. I have given the 
fubftance of this and of all the Cofmo- political decla- 
mations already in the panegeric introduction to the 
account of the procefs of education. And in Sparta- 
cus’s letter, and in Philo’s, I have given an abflraé& of 
the introduction to the explanation given in this degree 
of the fymbols of Free Mafonry. With refpecét to the 
explanation itfelf, it is as flovenly and wretched as can 
be imagined, and fhews that Spartacus trufted to much 
more operative principles in the human heart for the. 
reception of his nonlenfe than the dictates of unbiaffed 
reafon. None but promifing fubjects were admitted 
thus far—fuch as would not boggle; and their princi- 
ples were already fufficiently apparent to affure him 
that they would be contented with any thing that made 
game of religion, and would be diverted by the feri- 
oufnefs which a chance devotee might exhibit during 
thefe filly caricatures of Chriftianity and Free Mafonry. 
But there is confiderable addrefs in the way that Spar- 
tacus prepares his pupils for having all this mummery 
fhewn in its true colours, and overturned, 

‘© Examine, read, think on thefe fymbols. There 
é are many things which one cannot find out without 
‘ a guide, nor even learn without inftruction, They 
€ require ftudy and zeal. Should you in any future 
‘«€ period think that you have conceived a clearer no- - 
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“ tion of them, that you have found a paved road, 
** declare your difcoveries to your Superiors; it is 
& thus that you improve your mind; they expect this 
** of you; they know the true path—bur will not point 
“© it out—enough if they afilt you in every approach 
€ to ic, and warn you Be you recede from it. They 
«© have even put things in your way to try your powers 
“ of leading yourfelf through the difficult track of dif- 
“ covery. In this procefs the weak head finds only 
“ child’s play—the initiated finds objects of thought 
“ which languagé cannot exprefs, and the thinking 
“ mind finds food for his faculties.” By fuch fore- 
‘warnings as thefe Weifhaupt leaves room for any de- 
viation, for any fentiment or opinion of the individual 
that he may afterwards choofe to encourage, and ‘ to 
“ whifper in their ear (as he exprefies it) many things 
“ which he did not find it prudent to infert in a print- 
“ ed compend.”’ 

But all the principles and aim of ‘Spartacus and of 
his Order are moft diftinétly feen in the third or Myf- 
tery Clafs. I proceed therefore to give fome account 
of it. By the Table it appears to ‘have two degrees, 
the Leffer and the Greater Myfteries, each of which 
have two departments, one relating chiefly to Religion 
and the other to Politics. 

The Prieft’s degree contains, 1. an Introduétion, 
2. Further Acceunts of the Reception into this degree, 
3. What is called Inftruétion in the Third Chamber, 
which the candidate mult read over. 4, The Ritual 
of Reception. 5. Jnf{truction for the Firt Degree of 
the Prieft’s Clafs, called J/nfructio in Scientificts. 6. 
Account of the Coniecration of a Dean, the Superior 
of this Lower Order of Prietts. 

The Regent degree contains, 1. Directions to the 
F eeigen concerning the difpenfation of this degree. 

. Ritual of Reception. 3. Syttem of Direction tor 
the 


‘ 
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the whole Order. 4. Inftruéction for the whole Regent 
degree. 5. Inftruétion for the Prefects or Local Su- 
periors. 6. Inftruétion for the Provincials. 

The moft remarkable thing in the Prieft’s degree 
is the Inftruétion in the Third Chamber. It is to be 
found in the private correfpondence (Nachtrage Origi- 
nal Schriften 1787, 2d. Abrheilung, page 44.). There 
it has the title Difcourfe to the Illuminati Dirigentes, or 
Scotch Knights. In the critical hiftory, which is an- 
nexed to the Neueffe Arbeitung, there is an account 
given of the reafon for this denomination; and notice 
is taken of fome differences between the inftruCtions 
here contained and that diicourfe. 

This inftruction begins with fore complaints of the 
low condition of the human race; and the caufes are 
deduced from religion and ftate-government. ‘ Men 
*¢ originally led a patriarchal lite, in which every fa- 
«c ther of a family was the fole lord of his houfe and 
«« his property, while he himfelf pofiefied general free- 
«© dom and equality, But they fuitered themfelves to 
* be opprefled—gave themiclves up to civil focieties, 
e anc formed ftaces. Even by this they fell; and this 
e is the fall of man, by which they were thruft into 
« unfpeakable mifery. To get out of this ftate, to 
“e be freed and born again, there is no other mean 
“ than the we of pure Reafon, by which a general 
« morality may be eftablifhed, which will put man in 
* a condition to govern himfelf, regain his original 
«© worth, and difpenfe with all political fupports, and 
€* and particularly with rulers. This can be done in 
“© no'other way but by fecret affociations, which will 
© by degrees, and in filence, pofitis themfelves of the 
« government of the Srates, and make ufe of thofe 
“ means for this purpoferivhich the wicked ufe for at- 
€ attaining their baie ends. Princes and Priefts are 
© in particular, anil kal exochen the wicked, whofe 

“ hands 
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hands we mutt tie up by means of theft affociations, 
if we cannot root them out altogether. 

« Kings are parents. The paternal power ceales 
with the incapacity of the child; and the father in- 
jures his child, if he pretends to retain his right be- 
yond this period. When a nation comes of age, 
their ftate of wardfhip is at an end.” 

Here follows a long declamation againft patriotifm, 


as a narrow-minded principle when compared with 
true Cofmo-polirifm. Nobles are reprefented as “a 


cc 
<c 
ce 
cc 
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ec 
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race of men that ferve notthe nation but the Prince, 
whom a hint from the Sovereign ftirs up againft the 
nation, who are retained fervants and minifters of 
defpotifm, and the mean for oppreffing national li- 
berty. Kings are accufed of a tacit convention, 
under the flattering appellation of the balance of 
power, to keep nations in fubjeétion. 

« The means to regain Reafon her rights—to raife 
liberty from its afhes—to reftore to man his original 


' rights—to produce the previous revolution in the 


mind of man—to obtain an eternal victory over op- 
preffors—and to work the redemption of mankind, 
are fecret fchooJs of wifdom. When the worthy 
have ftrengthened their affociation by numbers, they 
are fecure, and then they begin to become power- 
ful, and terrible to the wicked, of whom many will, 
for fafery, amend themfelves—many will come over 
to our party, and we fhall bind the hands of the reft, 
and finally conquer them. Whoever {preads gene- 
ral Hlumination, augments mutual fecurity; Illu- 
mination and fecurity make princes unneceffary ; 
Illumiration performs this by creating an effective 
Morality, and Morality makes a nation of full age 
fit to govern itfeif; and fince it is not impoffible to 
produce a juit Morality, ip is pofible to regain free- 


dom for the world,” 
e We 
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ce 


« We muft therefore ftrengthen our band, and efta- 
blifh a legion, which fhall reftore the rights of man, 
original liberty and independence. 

“ Jefus Chrift”’—but Iam fick of allthis. The fol- 


ie queftions are put to the candidate : 


cc 


A 
A 


“ Are our civil conditions in the world the defti- 
nations that feem to be the end of our nature, or the 
purpofes for which man was placed on this earth, 
or are they not? Do ftates, civil obligations. popu- 
lar religion, fulfil the intentions of men who eftablifh- 
edthem? Do fecret affociations promote inftruc- 
tion and true human happinefs, or are they the 
children of neceffity, of the multifarious wants, of ` 
unnatural conditions, or the inventions of vain and 
cunning, men?” 

« What civil affociation, what fcience do you 
think to the purpofe, and what are not ?” 

3. “ Has there ever been any other in the world, is 
there no other more fimple condition, and what do 
you think of it?” 

4. Does it appear poffible, after having gone 
through all the nonentities of our civil confticutions, 
to recover for once our firt Simplicity, and get 
back to this honourable uniformity ?”’ 

5. “ How can one begin this noble attempt; by 
means of open fupport, by forcible revclution, or 
by what other way ?” 

6. * Does Chriftianity give us any hint to this pur- 
pote ? Does it notrecognife fuch a blefied condition 
as once the lor of man, and as. ftill recoverable ?”’ 
7. © Buc is this holy religion the religion that is 
now profefitd by any fect on earth, or is it a bet- 
he mY 

“ Can we learn this religion—can the world, as 
i is, bear the light? Do you think that it would be 
of fervice, before numerous obftacles are removed, 


ec i 
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c if we taught men this purified religion, fublime phi- 
« lofophy, and the art of governing themfelves ? Or 
“ would not this hurt, by roufing the interefted ‘paffi- 
« ons of men habituated to prejudices, who would op- 
« pofe this as wicked ?” 

g. © May it not be more advifable to do away thele 
« corruptions by little and little, in filence, and for 
“ this purpofe to propagate thefe falutary and heart- 
« confoling doctrines in fecret P 

10. “ Do we not perceive traces of fuch a | fecret 
«& doctrine in the ancient {chools of philofophy, in the 
ec doctrines and inftruétions of the Bible, which Chrift, 
« the Redeemer and Deliverer of the human race, 
“ gave to his trufty ditciples?——Do you not obferve 
« an education, proceeding by f{teps of this kind, hand- 
« ed down to us from his time till the prefent ?” 

In the ceremonial of Reception, crowns and fceptres 
are reprefented as tokens of human degradation. “ The 
« plan of operation, by which our higher degrees act, 
‘© muft work powerfully on the world, and muft give 
e another turn to all our prefenz conttitutions.”’ 

Many other queftions are put to the pupil during his 
preparation, and his anfwers are given in writing. 
Some of thefe refcripts are to be found in the fecret 
corre{pondence. Thus, ‘* How far is the pofition true, 
e that all thofe means may be ufed for a good purpofe 
«© which the wicked have employed for a bad?” And 
along with this queftion there is an injunction ro take 
counfel from the opinions andconduct ofthe learned and 
worthy out of the fociety. In one of the anfwers, the ex- 
ample ofa great philofopher and Cofmopolite is adduced, 
who betrayed a private correfpondence entruited to 
him, for the fervice of fivedom: the cafe was Doétor 
Franklin’s. In another, the power of the Order was 
extended to the putting the individual to death; and 
the reafon given was, that “ this power was allowed 

* to 
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“ to all Sovereignties, for the good of the Siate, and 
“ therefore belonged to the Order, which wes to go- 
“© vern the world.” ——“ N. B. We muf acquire the 
« direction of education—of cherch-managemeinn—of 
“ the profefforial chair, and of the pulpit, We maft 
“ bring our opinions into fathion by every art—fpread 
‘© them among the people by the belo of young wri- 
* ters. We muft preach the warmeft concern for hu- 
© manity, and eke people indifferent to all other relations. 
* We muf take care that our writers be well puded, 
e and that the Reviewers do not depreciate them ; 
** therefore we muft endeavour by every mean to gain 
* over the Reviewers and Journalifts; and we mutt 
& alfo try to gain the bookfellers, who in time will fce 
‘© that it is their intereft to fide with us.” 

I conclude this account of the degree of Prefbyter 
with remarking, that there were two copies of it em- 
ployed occafionaily. In one of them all the moft of- 
fenfive things in refpect of church and ftate were left 
out. The fame thing was done in the degree of Che- 
valier du Soleil of the French Malonry.- I have feen 
three different forms. 

In the Regent degree, the proceedings and inftruc- 
tions are conducted in the fame manner. Here, it is 
faid, ‘* We muft as much as poffible fele&t for this de- 
© gree perfons who are free, independent ofall princes; 
«c particularly fuch as have frequently declared them- 
«© felves difcontented with the ufual inftiturions, and 
& their wifhes to fee a better government eftablithed.” 

Catching queftions are put to the candidate for this 
degree; fuch as, 

1. * Would the fociety be objectionable which 
€ fhould (till the greater revolution of nature fhould 
“« be ripe) put monarchs and rulers out of the condi- 
e tion to do harms which fhould in filence prevent 
* the abufe of power, by furrounding the great with 

. i “ its 


A 
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*¢ its members, and thus not only prevent their doing 


es regina but even make them do good ?” 

“ Ts not the objection unjuk, That fuch a Soci- 
Aa may abufe its power ? Do not our rulers fre- 
quently abufe their power, though we are filent ? 
‘© This power is not fo fecure as in the hands of our 
«© Members, whom we train up with fo much care, 
« and place about princes after mature deliberation 
“ and choice. If any government can be harmlefs 
which is erected by man, furely it muft be ours, 
e which is founded on morality, forefight, talents, li- 
« berty, and virtue,” &c, ` 

The candidate is prefented for reception in the cha- 
racter of a flave ; and it is demanded of him what has 
brought him into this moft miferable of all conditions. 
He ‘anfwers—Soc iety—the State—Submiffivenefs— 
Falfe Religion. A fkeleton is pointed out to him, at 
the feet of which are laid a Crown and a Sword. He 
is afked, whether that is the {keleton of a King, a No- 
bleman, or a Beggar? As he cannot decide, the Pre- 
fident of the meeting fays to him, “ the character of 
« being a Man is the only one that is of importance.” 

Ina Jong declamation on the hackneyed topics, we 
have here and there fome thoughts which have not yet 
come before us. 

“ We muft allow the underlings to imagine, (but 
« without telling them the truth,) that we direé all 
the Free Malon Lodges, and even all other Orders, 
‘© and that the createft. monarchs are under our guid- 
e ance, which iadetd 3 is here and there the cafe. 

« There is no way of influencing men fo powerful- 
e ly as by means of the women. Thefe fhould there- 
« fore be our chief ftudy; we fhould infinuate our- 
felves into their good opinion, give them hints of 
emancipation from the tyranny of public opinion, 
and of ftanding up for themfelves ; ; it will be anim- 

e menfe 
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menfe relief to their enflaved minds to be freed from 
any one bond of reftraint, and it will fire them the 
more, and caufe them to work for us with zeal, 
without knowing that they do fo; for they will only 
be indulging their own defire of perfonal admira- 
tion. 

‘© We muft win the common people in every cor- 
ner. This will be obtained chiefly by means of the 
{chools, and by open, hearty behaviour, fhow, con- 
defcenfion, popularity, and toleration of their pre- 
judices, which we fhall at leifure root out and difpel. 
« Ifa writer publifhes any thing that attracts notice, 
and is in itfelf juft, but does not accord with our 
plan, we muft endeavour to win him over, or decry 
him. 

«* A chief object of our care muft be to keep, down 


* that favifh veneration fer princes which fo much 


difgraces all nations. Even in the /oi-difant free En- 
gland, the filly Monarch fays, We are gracioufly 
pleafed, andthe more fimple people fay, Amen. Thefe 
men, commonly very weak heads, are only the far- 
ther corrupted by this Jervile flattery. Buc let us at 
once give an example of our fpirit by our behaviour 
with Princes; we muft avoid all familiarity—never 
entruft ourfelves to them—behave with precifion, 
but with civility, as to other men—fpeak of them 
on an equal footing—this will in time teach them 
that they are by nature men, if they have fenfe and 
fpirit, and that only by convention they are Lords. 
We mutt afiduoufly colleét anecdotes, and the ho- 
nourable and mean attions, both of the leaft and 
the greateft; and when their names occur in any re- 
cords which are read in our meetings, let them 
ever be accompanied by thefe marks of their real 
worth. 


“e The 
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«© The great ftrength of our Order lies in its conceal- 
ec ment; let it never appear in any place in its own 
« name, buc always covered by another name, and 
e another occupation? Nene is fitter than the three lower 
ce degrees of Free Mafinry ; the public is accuftomed to it ; 
se expedls little from it, aud therefore takes little notice of it, 
«© Next to this the form of a learned or literary fociety 
«c is bett fuited to our-purpofe, and had Free Mafonry 
« not exifted, this‘ cover would have been employed; 
« and it may be much more than a cover, it may be a 
c powerful engine in our bands. By eftablifoing reading 
ec focteties, and fuifcripticn libraries, and taking thefe under 
“© our direTicn, and Jupplying theri through our labours, we 
c may turn the public mind which way we will, 

« In like manner we muft try to obtain an influence 
« in the military academies, (this may be of mighty 
«« confequence,) the printing-houfes, bookfellers hops, 
«© chapters, and in fhort in all offices which have any 
« effedt, either in forming, or in managing, or even 
« in dirccting the mind of man: painting and engrav- 
‘© ing are highly worth our care*.”’ 

« Could our Prefect” (obferve it is to the Luminati 
Regentes he is ipeaking, whofe officers are Prefeéti) 
« All the judicatories of a flate with our worthy mem- 
« bers, he does all that man can do for the Order. It 
e is better than to gain the Prince himfelf. Princes 
«e fhould never get beyond the Scotch knighthood, 
e Vhey either never proiecute any thing, or they twitt 
t every thing to their own advantage. 

« A Literary Society is the moft proper form for 
« che introduction of our Order into any ftate where 
« we are yet ftrangers.”” (Mark this!) 

a6 The 

* (They were firongly fufpected of having. publifhed fome fean- 
dalous caricatures, and fome verv immoral prints.) ‘They fcrup- 
led atno mean, however bafe, for corrupting the nation. Mira- 
beau had dore the fie taing at Berlin. Ey political caricatures 
and Eltby prints, tbey corrupt cven fach as cannot read, 
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« The power of the Order muft furely be turned to 
the advantage of its Members. All muft be affifted. 
They mutt be preferred to al] perfons otherwife of 


€ equal merit. Money, fervices, honour, goods, and 


blood, muĝ be expended for the fully proved Bre- 
thren, and the unfortunate muft be relieved by the 
funds of the Society.” 


As evidence that this was not only their inftru¢ctions, 


but alfo their afliduous practice, take the following re- 
port from the overfeer of Greece (Bavaria). 


ce 


In Cato’s hand-writing. 


«© The number (about 600) of Members relates to 
Bavaria alone. 

« In Munich there is a well-conftituted meeting of 
Illuminati Majores, a meeting of excellent Iluminati 
Minores, a refpectable Grand Lodge, and two Mi- 
nerval Affemblies. There is a Minerval Affembly 
at Freyffing, at Landfberg, at Burehaufen, at Straf- 
burg, at Ingolftact, and at laft at Regenfburg*. 

« At Munich we have bought a houfe, and by cle- 
ver meafures have brought things fo far, that the 
citizens take no notice of it, and even fpeak of us 
with efteem. We can openly go tothe houfe every 
day, and carry on the bufinefs of the Lodge. This 
isa great deal for this city. In the houfe is a good 
mufeum of natural hiftory, and apparatus for ex- 
periments: alfoa library which daily inereafes. The 
garden is well occupied by botanic fpecimens, and 
the whole has the appearance of a fociety of zealous 
naturalitts. 

« We get all the literary journals. We take care, 
by well-timed pieces, to make the citizens and the 


Princes 
* In this fmall turbulent city there were eleven fecret fusieties of 


Mafons, Rofverucians, Clair-vovants, &c. 
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Princes a little more noticed for certain little flips. 
We oppofe the monks with all our might, and with 
great fuccefs. 

“ The Lodge is conftituted entirely according to our 
fyftem, and has broken off entirely from Berlin, and 
we have nearly finifhed our tranfactions with the 


‘Lodges of Poland, and fhall have them under our* 


direction. 
*¢ By the activity of our Brethren, the Jefuits have 
been kept out of all the profefforial chairs at Ingol- 
ftadt, and our friends prevail.” 
« The widow Duchefs has fet up her academy en- 
tirely according to our plan, and we have all the 
Profeffors in the Order. Five of them are excellent, 
and the pupils will be prepared for us. 
«& We have got Pylades put at the head of the Fifc, 
and he has the church-money at his difpofal. By 
properly ufing this money, we have been enabled 
to put our brother ’s houfehold in good order ; 
which he had deftroyed by going to the Jews. We 
have fupported more Brethren under fimilar misfor- 
tunes, 
€e Our Ghoftly Brethren have been very fortunate 
this laft year, for we have procured for them feveral 
good benefices, parifhes, tutorthips, &c. 
« Through our means Arminius and Cortes have 
gotten Profeflorfhips, and many of our younger 
Brethren have obtained Burfaries by our help. 
« We have been very fuccetisful againft the Jefuits, 
and brought things to fuch a bearing, that their re- 
venues, fuch as the Miffion, the Golden Alms, the 
Exercifes, and the Converfion Box, are now under 
the managementof our friends, So are alfo their con- 
cernsin theuniverfity and the German {chool founda- 
tions. The application of all will be determined 
prefently, and we have fix members and four friends 
ce in 
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«© inthe Court. ‘This has coft our fenate fome nights 
“© want of fleep. 

« Two of our beft youths have got journies from the 
Court, and they will go to Vienna, where they will 
e do us great fervice. 

« All the German Schools, and the Benevolent So- 
« ciety, are at laft under our direction. 

«© We have got feveral zealous members in the courts 
© of juftice, and we are able to afford them pay, and 
«© other good additions. 

« Lately, we have got poffeffion of the Bartholomew 
« Inftitution for young clergymen, having fecured ali 
« its fupporters. Through this we fhall be ‘able to 
« fupply Bavaria with fit priefts. 

« By a letter from Philo we learn, that one of the 
‘© higheft dignities in the church was obtained for a 
« zealous Illuminatus, in oppofition even to the au- 
« thority and right of the Bifhop of Spire, who is re- 
e prefented as a bigoted and tyrannical prieft.”’ 

Such were the leffer myfteries of the Illuminati. But 
there remain the higher mytteries. The fyftem of thefe 
has not been printed, and the degrees were conferred 
only by Spartacus himfelf, from papers which he never 
entrufted to any perfon. They were only read to the 
candidate, but no copy wastaken. The publifher of 
the Neuefte Arbeitung fays thathe has read them (fo fays 
Grollman). He fays, “that in the firt degree of 
«& Macus or Purtosopuus, the doctrines are the 
« fame with thofe of Spinoza, where all is material, 
“© God and the world are the fame thing, and all re- 
“e ligion whatever is without foundation, and, the con- 
‘ trivance of ambitious men.” The fecond degrees 
or Rex, teaches, ‘* that every peafant, citizen, and 
“ houfeholder is a fovereign, as in the Patriarchal 
« ftate, and that nations muft be brought back to that 
«© ftate, by whatever means are conducible—peace- 

ably, 
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«© ably, if it can be done; but, if not, then by force 
«© —for all fubordination muit vanifh from the face of 
e the earth.” 

The author fays further, that the German Union 
was, to his certain knowledge, the work of the Illu- 
minati. 

The private correfpondence that has been publifhed 
is by no means the whole of what was difcovered at 
Landfhut and Bafius Hoff, and government got a great 
deal of ufeful information, which was concealed, both 
out of regard to the families of the perfons concerned, 
and alfo that the reft might not know the utmoft ex- 
tent of the difcovery, and be lefs on their guard. A 
third collection was found under the foundation of the 
houfe in which the Lodge Theodor vom guten Rath had 
been held. But none of this has appeared. Enough 
furely has been difcovered to give the public a very 
juft idea of the defigns of the Society and its connec- 
tions, 

Lodges were difcovered, and are mentioned in the 
private papers already publifhed, in the following 
places. 


Munich Weftphalia (feveral) 
Ingolftadt Heidelberg 
Frankfort Manheim 
Echftadt Strafburgh (5) 
Hanover Spire 

Brunfwick < Worms 

Calbe Duffeldorff 
Magdeburgh Cologne 

Caffel Bonn (4) 
Ofnabruck Livonia (many) 
Weimar Courland (many) 
Upper Saxony (feveral) = Frankendahl 
Auttria (14) Alface (many) 


Vienna 


f 4 
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Vienna (4) 
Hefe (many) 
Buchenwerter 
Mompeliard 
Stutgard (3) 
Carifruhe 
Anfpach 

) Neuwied (2) 
Mentz (2) 
Poland (many) 
Turin 
England (8) 
Scotland (2) 
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Deuxponts 

Coufel 

Treves (2) 
Aix-la-Chapelle (2) 
Bartfchied 
Hahrenberg 
Switzerland (many) 
Rome i 
Naples 


Ancona 


' Florence 


France 


Holland (many) 


Warfaw (2) Drefden (4) 
America (feveral.) N. B. This was before 1785. 
if I have picked up the names of the following mem- 
bers. 
Spartacus, Weithaupr, Profeffor. 
Philo, Knigge, Freyherr, 1. œe. 
I Gentleman. 
A melius, Bode, F. H. 
Bayard, Bufche, F. H. 
Diomedes, ’ Conftanza, Marq. 
Cato, Zwack, Lawyer. 


Torring, Count. 
Khreitmaier, Prince. 
Utfchneider, Profeffor. 
Coffandey, Profeffor. 
Renner, Profeffor. 
Grunberger, Profeffor. 
Balderbufch, F. H. 
Lippert, Counfellor. 
Kundl, ditto. 
Bart, ditto. 
Leiberhauer, 


a 
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Leiberhauer, Prieft. 
Kundler, Profeffor. 
Lowling, Profeffor. 
Vachency, Counfellor. 
Moraufky, Count. 
Hoffftetter, Surveyor of 
Roads. 
Strobl, Bookfeller. 
Pythagoras, Weftenrieder, Profeffor. 
Babo, Profeffor. 
Baader, Profeffor. 
Burzes, Priett. 
Pfruntz, Priett. 


Hannibal, Baffus, Baron. 
Brutus, Savioli, Count. 
Lucian, Nicholai, Bookfeller. 
Bahrdt, Clergyman. 
Zoroafter, Confucius, Baierhamer. 


Hermes Trifmegiftus, Socher, School Infpeétor. 
Dillis, Abbé. 

Sulla, Meggenhoff, Paymatter. 
Danzer, Canon. 
Braun, ditto. 
Fifcher, Magiftrate. 
Frauenberger, Baron. 
Kaltner, Lieutenant. 


Pythagoras, (2d,) Drex]; Librarian. 
Marius, Hertel, Canon. 
Dachfel. 


Dilling, Counfellor. 

Seefeld, Count. 

Gunfheim, ditto. 

Morgellan, ditto. 
Saladin, t Ecker, ditto. 

Ow, Major. 

Werner, Counfellor. 

Cornelius, 
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Cornelius Scipio, 
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Berger, Counfellor. 


W'ortz, Apothecary. 
-Mauvillon, Colonei. 


Mirabeau, Count. 
Orleans, Duke. 


wr 


Hochinaer. 
Tycho Brahe, Gafpar, Merchant. 
Thales, Kapfinger. 
Attila, Sauer. 
Ludovicus Bavarus, Lofi. 
Shaftefbury, Steger. 
Coriolanus, Tropponero, Zufchwartz. 
Timon, Michel. 
Tamerlane, Lange. 
Livius, Badorffer. 
Cicero, Preft. © 
Ajax, Maffenhaufen, Count. 


I have not been able to find who perfonated Minos, 
Kuriphon, Celfus, Mahomet, Hercules, Socrates, 
Philippo Strozzi, Euclides, and fome others who have 
been uncommonly active in carrying forward the great 
eaufe, 

The chief publications for giving us regular accounts 
of the whole, (befides the original writings, ) are, 

1. Grofje Abficht des Iluminaten Ordens. 

fs Nachtrages (3.) an denfelben. 

3. Weijpaupt' s. improved Syftem. 

4. Syftem des Mum., Ordens aus dem Original-fehriften 

Rexogen. 

I may ane be permitted to make a few reflections 
on the accounts already given of this Order, which has 
fo diftinétly concentrated the cafual and feattered ef- 
forts of its prompters, the Chevaliers Bienfaifants, the 
Philalethes, and Amis Reunis of France, and carried on 
the fyftem of enlightening and reforming the world. 

The 
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The great aim profefled by the Order is to make men 
— . happy; and the means profeffed to be employed, as 
' the only and furely effective, is making them good ; and 
this is to be brought about by enlightening the mind, and 
freeing it from the dominicn of fuperftition and prejudices. 
This purpofe is effected by its preducing a juft and fieady 
morality. This done, and becoming univerfal, there 
can be little doubt but that rhe peace “of fociety will be 
the confequence,—that government, fubordination, 
and ali the difagreeabie coercions of civil governments 
will be unneceffary,—and that fociety may go on 

peaceably in a ftate of perfect liberty and equality. 
But furely it requires no angel from heaven to tell 
us that if every man is virtuous, there will be no vice; 
and that there will be peace on ea arth, and good-will 
between man and man, whatever be the differences of 
rank and fortune; fo that Liberty and Equality feem 
not to be the necefflary confequences of this juft Mora- 
lity, nor neceflary requifites for this national happinefs. 
We may queftion, therefore, whether the Hlumination 
which makes this a neceflary condition is a clear and 
a pure light. It may bea falfe glare fhowing the cb- 
ject only ¢ on one fide, tinged with partial colours thrown 
on it by neighbouring objeéts. We fee fo much wil- 
dom in the ‘general plans of natures that we are apt co 
think that there is the fame in what relates to the hu- 
man mind, and that the God of nature accomplithes 
his plans in this as well as in other inftances. We are 
even difpofed to think that human nature would fuffer 
by it. The rational nature of man is net contented 
with meat and drink, and raiment, and fheiter, bur is 
alfo pleafed wh exerting many powers and faculties, 
and with gratifying many taltes, which could hardly 
have exifience in a fociety where all are equal. We 
fay that there can be ne doubt but that the pleafure 
arifing from the contemplation of the works of art— 
the 
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the pleafure of intellectual cultivation, the pleafure of 
mere ornament, are rational, diftinguifh man from a 
brute, and are fo general, that there is hardly a mind ` 
fo rude as not to feel them. Of all rhefe, and of all 
the difficult fciences, all moft rational, and in them- 
felves moft innocent, and moft delightful to a culti- 
vated mind, we fhould be deprived in a fociety where 
all are equal. No individual could give employment 
to the talents neceffary for creating and improving thefe 
ornamental comforts of life. We are abfolutely cer- 
tain that, even in the moft favourable fituations on the 
face of the earth, the moft untainted virtue in every 
breaft could not raife man to that degree of cultivation 
that is poffefled by citizens very low in any of the ftates 
of Europe; and in the fituation of moft countries we 
are acquainted with, the {tate of man would be much 
lower: for, at our very {ctting out, we muft grant 
that the liberty and equality here fpoken of muft be 
complete; for there muft not be fuch a thing as a far- 
mer and his cottager. This would be as unjuft, as 
much the caule of di Heamtenit,, as the wentleman and 
the farmer. 
his fcheme therefore frems contrary to the defigns 
of our Creator, who has every where placed us in thofe 
fituations of inequality that are here fo much reproba- 
ted, and has given us aha propeniities by which we 
relifh thofe enjoyments, We allo find thar they may 
be enjoyed in peace and innocence. And laltly, we ima- 
gine that the villai uin, who, in the {tation of a profeffor, 
would plunder a prince, would alfo plunder the farmer if 
he were his cortager. The Iumination therefore that 
appears to have the beft chance cf making mankind hap- 
py is that which wii reach us the Morality which will re- 
fpect the comfortsaf cultivated Society, and teach us to 
protect the polinitors in the innocentenjoyment of them ; 
that will enable us to perceive and admire the tafte and 
elegance 
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elegance of Architecture and Gardening, withouteany 
with to {weep the palaces, the gardens, and their owner, 

from off the earth, merely becaufe he is their owner. 
We are therefore fufpicious of this Illumination, 
and apt to afcribe this violent antipathy to Princes and 
fubordination:to the very caufe that makes true Illumi- 
nation, and juft Morality proceeding from it, fo ne- 
ceffary to public happinefs, namely, the vice and in- 
juftice of thofe whp cannot innocently have the com- 
mand of thofe offenfive elezancies of human life. Lux- 
urious tafte, keen defires, and unbridled paffions, would 
prompt to all this; and this Illumination is, as we fee, 
equivalent to them in effect. The aim of the Order 
is not to enlighten the mind of man, and fhew him his 
moral obligations, and by the practice of his duties to 
make fociety peaceable, poffeffion fecure, and coercion 
unneceffary, fo that all may be at reft and happy, even 
though all were equal; but to get rid of the coercion 
which muft be employed in the place of Morality, that 
the innocent rich may be robbed with impunity by the 
idle and profligate poor. But to do this, an unjuft ca- 
fuiftry muft be employed inltead of a jut Morality; 
and this muft be defended or fuggefted, by mifrepre- 
fenting the true ftate of man, and of his relation to the 
univerfe, and by removing the reftriétions of religion, 
and giving a fuperlative value to all thofe conflituents 
of human enjoyment, which true Illumination fhews 
us to be but very {mall concerns of a rational and vir- 
tuous mind. The more clofely we examine the prin- 
ciples and practice of the Iluminati, the more clearly 
do we perceive that this is the cafe. Their firft and 
immediate aim is to get the poffeffion of riches, power, 
and influence, without induftry; and to accomplifh 
this, they want to abolifh Chriftianity; and then dif- 
folute manners and univerfal profligacy will procure 
them the adherence of all the wicked, and enable them 
to 
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to overturn all the civil governments of Europe; after 
which they will think of farther conquefts, and extend 
theiggoperations to the other quarters of the globe, till 
hema reduced mankind to the ftate of one undif- 
tinguifhable chaotic mafs. 

“But this is too chimerical to be thought their real 
aim. Their Founder, I dare fay, never entertained 
fuch hopes, nor troubled himfelf with the fate of diftans 
lands. But it comes in his way when he puts on the 
mafk of humanity and benevolence:. it muit embrace 
all mankind, only becaufe it muft be ftronger than pa- 
triotifm and loyalty, which ftand in his way. Obferve 
that Weifhaupt took a name expreflive of his princi- 
ples. Spartacus was a gladiator, who headed an in- 
{urrection of Roman flaves, and for three years kept 
the city in terror. Weifhaupt fays in one of his let- 
ters, “ I never was fond of empty titles; but furely 
« that man has a childifh foul who would not as rea- 
« dily chufe the name of Spartacus as that of Octa- 


„t vius Auguftus.” The names which he gives to fe- 


veral of his gang exprefs their differences of fenti- 
ments. Philo, Lucian, and others, are very fignifi- 
cantly given to Knigge, Nicholai, &c. He was vain 
of the name Spartacus, becaufe he confidered himfelf 
as employed fomewhat in the fame way, leading flaves 
to freedom. Princes and Priefts are mentioned by him 
on all occafions in terms of abhorrence. 

Spartacus employs powerful means. The ftyle of 
the Jefuits, (as he fays,) he confiders every mean as 
confecrated by the end for which itis employed, and 
he fays with great truth, 


«c Fleétere fi nequeo Juperos, Acheronta movelo.” 


To fave his reputation, he {cruples not to murder 
his innocent child, and the woman whom he had held 
in his arms with emotions of fondnefs and affection. 


But 
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But left this fhould appear too feififh a motive, he fays, 
s Had I calle, my precious Order would have fallen 
“ with me; the Order which is to blefs mankind, I 
‘© fhould not again have been able to {peak of virtue fo 
`“ as to make any iafting imprefiion. My example 
« might have ruined many young men.” This he 
thinks will excufe, nay fanctify any thing, “ My 
« letters are my greateft vindication.” He employs 
the Chriftian Religion, which he thinks a falfehood, 
and which he is afterwards to explode, as the mean for 
inviting Chriftians of every denomination, and gradually 
cajoling them, by clearing up their Chriftian doubts in 
fucceffion, till he lands them in Deifm ; or if he finds 
them unfit, and too religious, he gives them a Sta Lene, 
and then laughs at the fears, or perhaps madnefs, in 
which he leaves them. Having got them the length 
of Deifm, they are declared to be fit, and he receives 
them into the higher myfteries. But left they fhould 
ftill fhrink back, dazzled by the Pandemonian glare of 
Illumination which will now burft upon them, he ex- 
acts from them, for the firft time, a bond of perfe- 
verance. But, as Philo fays, there is little chance of 
tergiverfation. The life and honour of moft of the 
candidates are by this time in his hand. They have 
been long occupied in the vile and corrupting office of 
fpies on all around them, and they are found fit for 
their prefent honours, becaufe they have difcharged 
this office to his fatisfaction, by the reports which they 
have given in, containing ftcries of their neighbours, 
nay even of their own gang. They may be ruined in 
the world by difclofing thefe, either privately or pub- 
licly. A man who had once brought himfeif into this 
perilous fituation durft not go back. He might have 
been left indeed in any degree of Iliumination ; and, if 
Religion has not been quite eradicated from his mind, 

he muft be in that condition of painful anxiety and 

doubt " 
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doubt that makes him defperate, fit for the full opera- 
tion of fanaticifm, and he may be engaged, iz the caufe 
of God, “tocommit all kind of wickecnefs and greedi- 
e nefs.” In this {tate of mind, a man fhuts his eyes, 
andrufhes on. Had Spartacus fuppofed that he was 
dealing with good men, his conduét would have been 
the reverfe of all this, There is no occafion for this 
bond from a perfon convinced of the excellency of the 
Order. But he knew them to be unprincipled, and 
that the higher myfteries were fo daring, that even fome 
of fuch men would ftart at them. But they muft not 
blab. 

Having thus got rid of Religion, Spartacus could 
with more fafety bring into view the great aimof ali his 
efforts—to rule the world by means of his Order. As 
the immediate mean for attaining this, he holds out 
the profpect of freedom from civil fubordination. Per- 
fect Liberty and Equality are interivoven with every 
thing ; andthe flattering thought is continually kept 
up, that ‘* by the wife contrivance of this Order, the 
“ moft complete knowledge is obtained of the real 
< worth of every perfon ; the Order will, for its own 
«c fake, and therefore certainly, place every man in 
«c that fituation in which he can be moft effective. The 
«© pupils are convinced that the Order will rule the 
** world, Every member therefore becomes a ruler.” 
We all think ourfelves qualified to rule. ‘The dificult 
tafk is to obey with propriety ; but we are hone(tly 
generous in our proipects of future command. It is 
therefore an alluring thought, both to good and bad 
men. By this lure the Order willfpread. if they are 
active in infinuating their members into offices, and 
in keeping out others, (which the private correfpon- 
dence fhews to have been the cafe,) they may have had 
frequent experience of their fuccefs in gaining an influ- 
ence on the world. This muft wher their zeal. IF 

X ~  Weihaupe 
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Weifhaupt was a fincere Cofmo-polite, he had 
the pleafure of feeing “ his work PPPSonE in his 
hands.” 

I: furely needs little argument now to prove, that 
the Order of [luminati bad for its immediate object 
the abolifhing of Chriftianity, (at leaft this’ was the in- 

ention of the Founder,) with the fole view of over- 
Urnie the civil government, by introducing univerfal 
diffoluteness and profligecy of manners, and then getting 
the affiftance of the corrupted fubjeéts to overler the 
throne. The whole conduct in the preparation and 
inftruction of the Prefbyter and Regens is directed to 
this point. Philo days, “ I have been at unwearied 
© pains to remove the fears of fome who imagine that 
“ our Superiors want to abolith Chriftianity ; but by 
“ and by their prejudices will wear off, and they will 
“ be more at their eafe. Were I to let them know 
“ that our General holds all Religion to be a lie, and 
“ ufes even Deifm, only to lead men by the nofe— 
“ Were I to connect myfelf again with the Free Ma- 
e fons, and tell them our defigns to ruin their Fra- 
“ ternity by this circular letter (a letter to the Lodge 
«© in Courland)—Were I but to give the leaft hint to 
* any of the Princes of Greece (Bavaria)—No, my 
“© anger fhall not carry me to far.—An Order, forfooth, 
« which in this manner abufes human nature—which 
« will fubject men to a bondage more intolerable than 
«© Jefuitiim—I could put it on a refpectable footing, 
« and the world would be ours. Should I mention 
“© our fundamental principles, (even after al] the pains 
“ Ihave been acto mitigate them,) fo unqueftionably 
“ dangerous to the world, who would remain? What 
‘© fisnifies the innccent ceremonies of the Prieft’s de- 
“ gree, as I have compofed it, in comparifon with 
“ your maxim, that we may ufe for a goad end thofe 
‘© means wiich the wickedemploy for a bafe purpofe ?” 

Brutus 
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Brutus writes, “ Numenius now acquiefces in the 
« mortality of the foul; bur, I fear we fhal! lofe Lu- 
« dévicus Bavarus. He told Spartacus, that he was 
« miftaken when he thought that he had fwallowed 
“ his ftupid Mafonry. No, he faw the trick, and did 
« not admire the end that required it. 1 don’t know 
« what to do; a Sta dene would make him mad, and 
& he will blow us all up. 

« The Order muft poffefs the power of life and 
«© death in confequence of our Oath; and with pro- 
č priety, for the fame reafon, and by the fame right, 
e that any government in the world pofftffes it: for 
c the Order comes in their place, making them un- 
é neceffary. When things cannot be otherwift, and 
e ruin would enfue if the Affociation did not employ 
e this mean, the Order ràuft, as well as public rulers, 
«© employ it for the good of mankind; therefore for 
« its own prefervation.” (N. B. Obferve here the 
cafuiftry.) Nor will the political conftitutions fuf- 
“c fer by this, for there are always thoufands equally 
« ready and able to fupply the place.” 

We need not wender that Diomedes told the Pro- 
feffors, ©“ that death, inevitable death, from which no 
‘© potentate could protect them, awaited every traitor 
« of the Order;’’ nor that the French Convention 
propofed to take off the German Princes and Generals 
by fword or poifon, &c. 

Spartacus might tickle the fancy of his Order with 
the notion of ruling the world; but l imagine thar his 
own immediate object was ruling the Order. The 
happinefs of mankind was, like Weifhaupe’s Chrifti- 
anity, a mere tool, a tool which the Regentes made a 
joke of. But Spartacus would rule the Aegentes ; this 
he could not fo eafily accompithh. His defpotifm was 
infupportable to moft of them, and finally brought all 
to light. When he could not perfuace them by his 

own 
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own firmnefs, and indeed by his fuperior talents and 
difintere{tedne/s in other refpects, andhis unwearied ac- 
tivity, he employed jefuitical tricks, caufing them to 
fall out with each other, fetting them as fpies on each 
other, and feparating any two that he faw attached to 
each other, by making the one a Matter of the other ; 
and, in fhort, he left nothing undone that could fecure 
his uncontrolled command. This caufed Philo to quit 
the Order, and made Baffus, Ton Torring, Kreitmaier, 
and feveral other gentlemen, ceafe attending the meet- 
ings; and it was their mutual diffenfions which made 
them fpeak too freely in public, and call on them- 
felves fo much notice. At the time of the difcovery, 
the party of Weifhaupt confifted chiefly of very mean 
peopie, devoted to him, and willing to execute his 
orders, that by being his fervants, they might have 
the pleafure of commanding others. 

The objeéts, the undoubted objects of this A ffoci- 
ation, are furely dangerous and deteftable; namely, 
to overturn the prefent conftitutions of the European 
States, in order to introduce a chimera which the 
hiftory of mankind fhews to be contrary to the nature 
of man. ` a 


Naiuram expellas furcå, tamen ufque recurret. 


Suppofe it poflible, and done in peace, the new fyftem 
could not ftand unlefs every principle of activity in the 
human mind be enthralled, all incitement to exertion 
and induftry removed, and man brought into a condi- 
tion incapable of improvement; and this at the ex- 
pence of every thing that is valued by the beft of men 
—by mifery and devaftation—by loofening all the 
bands of fociety. To talk of morality and virtue in 
conjunction with fuch fchemes is an infult-to common 
fenfe ; diffolutenefs of manners alone can bring men to 
think of it. 

Is 
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Is it not aftonifhing, therefore, to hear people in 

this country exprefs any regard for this inftitution? Is 
it not moft mortifying to think that there are Lodges 
of Illuminated among us? I think that nothing bids 
fairer for weaning our inconfiderate countrymen from 
having any conneétion with them, than the faithful ac- 
count here given. I hope that there are few, very 
few of our countrymen, and none whom we call friend, 
who can think that an Order which held fuch doétrines, 
and which practifed fuch things, can be any thing elfe 
than a ruinous Affociation, a gang of profiigates. All 
their profeffions of the love of mankind are vain; their 
Illumination muft be a bewildering blaze, and totally 
‘ineffectual for its purpofe, for it has had no fuch influ- 
ence on the leaders of the banc; yer it feems quite 
adequate to the effects it has produced; for fuch are 
the characters of thofe who forget God. 

If we in the next place attend to their mode of edu- 
cation, and examine it by thole rules of common fenfe 
that we apply in other cafes of conduct, we fhall find 
it equally unpromifing. The fyftem of Iluminatifm 
is one of the explanations of Free Mafonry ; ; and it has 
gained many partifans. Thefe explanations reft their 
credit and their preference on their own merits. There 
is fomething in themfelves, or in one of them as dif- 
tinguifhed from anotker, which procures it the prefer- 
ence for its own fake. Therefore, to give this Order 
any dependence on Free Mafonry is to degrade the 
Order, To introduce a Mafonic Ritual into a manly 
inftitution, is to degrade it to a frivolous amufement 
for great children. Men really exerting themfelves to 
reform the world, and qualified for the tatk, muft have 
been difgufted with fuch occupations. They betray a 
frivolous conception of the taf in which they are real- 
ly engaged. To imagine that men engaged in the 
ftrugele : and rivalfhip of life, under the influence of 


felffh, 
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felfifh, or mean, or impetuous paffions, aré to be 
wheedled into candid fentiments, or a generotis ¢on- 
duét, as a froward child may fometimes be made gen- 
tle and tractable by a rattle or humming-top, betrays 
a great ignorance of human nature, and an arrogant 
iclf-conceit in thofe who can imagine that all but 
themfelves are babies. The further wé proceed, the 
more do we fte of this want of wifdom. The whole 
procedure of their inftruGion fuppofes fuch a complete 
furrender of freedom of thought, of common fenfe, 
and of common caution, that it feems impofible that 
it fhould not have alarmed every fenfible mind. This 
indeed happened before the Order was feven years old. 
It was wile indeed to keep their Areopagite out of 
fight; but who can be fo filly as to believe that their 
unknown Superiors were all and always faultlefs men ? 
But had they been the men they were reprefented to 
be,—If I have any knowledge of my own heart, or any 
capacity of drawing juft inferences from the conduct 
of others, I am perfuaded that the knowing his Supe- 
riors would have animated the pupil to exertion, that 
he might exhibit a pleafing {pectacle to fuch intelligent 
and worthy judges. Did noc the Stoics profefs them- 
felves to be encouraged in the fcheme of life, by the 
thought that the immortal Gods were looking on and 
paffing their judgments on their manner of acting the 
part affigned them? But what abject fpiric will be con- 
tented with working, zealoufly working, for years, 
after a plan of which he is zever co learn the full mean- 
ing? In fhort, the only xnowledge that he can per- 
ceive is knowledge in its worft form, Cunning. This 
mult appear in the contrivances by which he will foon 
find that he is kept in complete fubje&tion. If he is a 
true and zealous Brother, ke has put himfelf in the 
power of his Superiors by his refcripts, which they 
required of him on pretence of their learning his own 

charaéler, 
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charaéter, and of his learning how to know the cha- 
ra¢ters of other men. In thele refcripts they have gat 
his thoughts on many delicate points, and on the con- 
duct of others. His Directors may ruin him by be- 
traying him; and this without being feen in it. I 
fhould think that wife men would know that none but 
weak or bad men would fubjeét themfelves to fuch a 
tafk. They exclude the good, the manly, the only 
fit perfons for affifling them in their endeavours to in- 
form and to rule the world. Indeed I may fay thar 
this exclufion is almoft made already by connecting 
the Order with Free Mafonry. Lodges are not the 
reforts of fuch men. They may fometimes be found 
there for an hour’s relaxation. Hut thefe places are 
the haunts of the young, the thoughtlefs, the idle, the 
weak, the vain, or of defigning Literati; and accord- 
ingly this is the condition of three-fourths of the Illu- 
minati whofe names are known to the public. I own 
that the reafons given to the pupil for prefcribing thefe 
tafks are artful, and well adapted to produce their ef- 
fect. During the flurry of reception, and the glow of 
expectation, the danger may not be fuipected; but I 
hardly imagine that it will remain unperceived when 
the pupil fits down to write bis firft leffon. Mafon 
Lodges, however, were the moft likely places for 
finding and enlifting members. Young men, warmed 
by declamations teeming with the flimfy moral cant of 
Cofmo-politifm, are in the proper frame of mind for 
this Illumination. It now appears alfo, that the dit- 
fenfions in Fiee Mafonry mutt have had great influence 
in promoting this feheme of Wetfhaupt’s, which was, 
in many particulars, fo unpromifing, becaufe it pre- 
fuppofes fuch a degradation of the mind. But when 
the fchifmatics in Mafonry cifpeted with warmth, tri- 
fies came to acquire unfpeakable importance. ‘The 
hankering after wonder was not in the leatt abated by 

all 
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all the tricks which had been deteéted, and the impof- 
fibility of the wifhed-for difcovery had never been de- 
monttrated to perfons prepoffeffed in its favour. They 
{till chcfe to beheve that the fymbols contained fome 
important fecret; and happy will be the man who 
finds it out. The more frivolous the fymbols, the 
more does the heart cling to the myftery; and, to a 
mind in this anxious ftate, Weifhaupt’s proffer was 
enticing. He laid before them a fcheme which was 
fomewhat feafible, was magnificent, furpaffing our 
conceptions, but at the fame time fuch as permitted 
us to expatiate on the fubject, and even to amplify it 
at pleafure in our imaginations without abfurdity. It 
does not appear to'me wonderful, therefore, that fo 
many were fafcinated till they became at laft regardlefs 
of the abfurdity and inconfiltency of the means by 
which this fplendid object was to be attained. Hear 
what Spartacus himielf fays of hidden myfteries. “ Of 
« aj] the means I know to lead men, the moft effec- 
s tual is a concealed myftery. The hankering of the 
«e mind is rrefiftible ; and if once a man has taken it 
& into his head that there is a myftery in a thing, it 
« is impoffible to get it out, either by argument or 
« experience. And then, we can fo change notions 
“ by merely changing a word. What more contempti- 
“ ble than fenaticifin ; but call it enthufiafin ; then add 
c the little word xzodle, and you may lead him over 
“ the world. Nor are we, in thefe bright days, a bit 
“ better than our fathers, who found the pardon of 
“ their fins myfterioufly contained in a much greater 
« fin, viz. leaving their family, and going barefooted 
to Rome.” 

Such being the employment, and fuch the difciples, 
fhould we expect the fruits to be very precious? No. 
The doétrines which were gradually unfolded were 
fuch as fuited thefe who continued in the Curfus Aca- 
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demicus. Thofe who did not, becaufe they did not like 
‘them, got a Sta bene; they were not fit for advance- 
ment. The numbers however were great; Spartacus 
boafted of 600 in Bavaria alone in 1783. We don’t 
know many of them; few of thofe we know were in 
the upper ranks of life; and J can fee that it required 
much wheedling, and many letters of long worded 
German compliments from the proud Spartacus, to 
win even a young Baron or a Graf juft come of age. 
Men in an aly fituation in life could not brook the 
employment of a fpy, which is bafe, cowardly, and 
corrupting, and has ia all ages and countries degraded 
the perfon who engages in it. Can the perfon be call- 
ed wife who thus enflaves himfelf? Such perfons give 
up the right of private judgment, and rely on their un- 
known Superiors with che blindeft and moft abjeć&t confi- 
dence. For their fakes, and to rivet ftill fafter their own 
fetters, they engage in the moft corrupting of all em- 
ployments—and for what?—To learn fomething more 
of an Order, of which every degree explodes the doc- 
trine of a former one.. Would it have hurt the young 
Ilwminatus to have it explained to him all at once? 
Would not this fire his mind—when he fees with the 
fame glance the great object, and the fitneis of the 
means for attaining it? Would not the exalted charac- 
ters of the Superiors, fo much excelling himlelf in ta- 
ients, and virtue, and happinefs, (otherwife the Order 
is good for nothing,) warm his heart, and fill him 
with emulation, fince he fees in them, that what is fo 
ftrongly preached to him is an attainable thing? No, 
no—it is alla trick; he muft be kept like a child, 
amufed with rattles, and ftars, and ribands—and all 
the fatisfaétion he obtains is, like the Mafons, the di- 
verfion of feeing others running the fame gauntlet. 
Weifhaupt acknowledges that the great influence of 
the Order may be abufed. Surely, in no way fo eafily 
iad Y or 
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or fo fatally as by corrupting or feductive leffons in the 
beginning. The miftake or error of the pupil is un- 
difcoverable by himfelf, (according to the genuine 
principles of Illumination,) for the pupil muit believe 
his Mentor to be infallible—with him alone he is con- 
nected—his lefions only muft he learn. Who can tell 
him that he has gone wrong—or who can fet him 
right? 

Here, therefore, there is confufion and deficiency. 
There muft be fome ftandard to which appeal can be 
made; but this is inacceffible to all within the pale of , 
the Order; it is therefore without this pale, and inde- 
pendent of the Order—and it is attainable only by 
abandoning the Order. -The Quisus Lice, the 
Primo, the Sour, can procure no light to the perfon 
who does not know that he has been led out of the 
right road to virtue and happinefs. The Superiors 
indeed draw much uleful infoimation from thefe re- 
ports, though they affect to ftand in no need of ir, and 
they make a cruel return. 

All this is fo much out of the natural road of inftruc- 
tion, that, on this account alone, we may prelume 
that itis wrong. Weare generally fafe when we fol- 
low nature’s plans. A child learns’ in his father’s 
houfe, by feeing, and by imitating, and in common 
domeftic education, he gets much ufeful knowledge, 
and the chief habits which are afterwards to regulate 
his conduct. Example does almoft every thing; and, 
with refpe&t to what may be called living, as diftin- 
guifhable from profeffion, fpeculation and argumenta- 
tive inftruction are felcom employed, or of any ufe. 
The indifpenfablenefs of mutual forbearance and obe- 
dience, for domeftic peace and happinefs, forms moft 
of thefe habits; and the child, under good parents, is 
kept in a fituation that makes virtue cafier than eo 

anc 
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and he becomes wile and good without any exprefs 
ftudy about the matter. 

But this Illumination plan is darknefs over all—it is 
too artificial—and the topics, from which counfel is to 
be drawn, cannot be taken from the peculiar views of 
the Order—fer thefe are yet a fecret for the pupil— 
and muft ever be a fecret for him while under tuition, 
They muft therefore be drawn from common fources, 
and the Order is of no ufe; all that can naturally be 
effeétuated by this Affociation is the forming, and afii- 
duoufly foftering a narrow, Jewifh, corporation fpirir, 
totally oppofite to the benevolent pretenfions of the 
Order. The pupil can jee nothing but this, that there 
is a fet of men, whom he does not know, who may 
acquire incontroulable power, and may perhaps make 
ufe of him, but for what purpofe, and in what way, 
he does not know; how can he know that his endea- 
vours are to make man happier, any other way than as 
he might have known it without having put this collar 
round his own neck? 

Thefe reflections addrefs themfelves to all men who 
profefs to conguct themfelves by the principles and dic- 
tates of common fenfe and prudence, and who have the 
ordinary fhare of candour and good-will to others. Ir 
requires no fingular fenfibility of heart, nor great ge-. 
nerofity, to make fuch people think the doctrines and 
views of the Illuminati falfe, abfurd, foolifh, and ru- 
inous. ButI hope that I addrefs them to thoulands of 
my countrymen and friends, who have much higher 
notions of human nature, and who cherifh with care 
the affections and the hopes that are fuited to a rational, 
a benevolent, and a high-minded being, capable of 
endlefs improvement. 

To thofe who enjoy the cheering confidence in the 
fuperintendance and providence of God, who confider 
themfelvcs as creatures whom he has made, and whom 

he 
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he cares for, as the fubjeéts of his moral government, 
this-Order muft appear with every character of falfe- 
hood and abfurdity on its countenance. What can 
BE MORE IMPROBABLE than this, that He, whom we 
Jook up to as the contriver, the maker, and director of 
this goodly frame of things, fhould have fo far miitaken 
his own plans, that this world of rational creatures 
fhould have fubfifted for thoufands of years, before a 
way could be found out, by which his intenticn of mak- 
ing men good and happy could be accomplifhed ; and 
that this method did not occur to the great Artift him- 
felf, nor even to the wifeft, and happieft, and beit men 
upon earth; but to a few infignificant perfons at Mu- 
nich in Bavaria, who had been trying to raife ghofts, to 
change lead into gold, to tell fortunes, or difcover trea- 
fures, but had failed in all their attempts; men who 
had been engaged for years in every whim which cha- 
racterifes 2 weak, a greedy, or a gloomy mind? Find- 
ing all thefe beyond their reach, they combined their 
powers, and, at once, found out this infinitely more 
important secrET—for fecret it muft ftill be, other- 
wile not only the Deity, but even thefe philofophers, 
will ftill be difappointed. 

Yet this is the doctrine that muft be fwallowed by 
the Minervals and the Z/uminati Minores, to whom it 
is not yetfafe to difclofe the grand fecret, that there is 
no fuch fuperintendance of Deity. At laft, however, when 
the pupil has conceived fuch exalted notions of the 
knowledge of his teachers, and fuch low notions of 
the blundering projector of this world, it may be no 
difficult matter to perfuade him that all his former no- 
tions were only old wives tales. By this time he muft 
have heard much abour fuperftition, and how men’s 
minds have been dazzled by this {plendid picture of a 
Providence and a moral government of the univerfe. 
it now appears incompatible with the great eget Of 

the 
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the Order, the principles ofuniverfal liberty and equa- 
lity—it is therefore rejeéted without farther examina- 
tion, for this reafon alone. This was precifely the ar- 
gument ufed in France for rejecting revealed religion. 
Tt was incompatible with their Rights of Man. 

It is richly worth obferving how this principle can 
warp the judgment, and give quite another appearance 
to the fame object. The reader will not be difpleafed 
with a moft remarkable inftance of it, which I beg 
leave to give at length. 

Our immortal Newton, whom the philofophers of 
Europe look up to as the honour of our fpecies, whom 
even Mr. Bailly, the Prefident of the National Affem- 
bly of France, and Mayor of Paris, cannot find words 
fuficiently energetic to praife ; this patient, fagacious, 
and fuccefsful obferver of nature, after having exhibit- 
ed to the wondering world the characteriftic property 
of that principle of material nature by which all the bo- 
dics of the folar fyftem are made to form a conneéted 
and permanent univerle; and after having ‘fhown that 
this law of action alone was adapted to this end, and 
that if gravity had deviated but one thoufandth part 
from the inverfe duplicate ratio of the diftances, the 
fyftem muft, in the courfe of a very few revolutions, 
have gone into confufion and ruin—he fits down, and 
views the goodly fcene,—and then clofes his Principles 
of Natural Philofophy with this reflection (his Scholium 
generale): ; : 

“ This moft elegant frame of things could not have 
© arifen, unlefs by the contrivance and the direction of 
* a wife and powerful Being; andif the fixed ftars are 
* the centres of lyftems, thefe fyftems muft be fimilar ; 
«and all thefe, conftructed according to the fame 
plan, are fubject to the government of one Being. 
«© All thefe he governs, not as the foul of the world, 
“ butas the Lord of all ; therefore, on account of his 

government, 
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“« government, he is called the Lord God—Pantckra- 
e tor ; for Godis a relative term, and refers to fubjects. 
ee Deity i is God’s government, not of his own body, as 
«© thofe think who confider him as the fou! of the 
“ world, but of his fervants. ‘The furreme God is a 
“& Being eternal, infinite, abfolutely perfect. But abe- 
«ing, however perfect, without government, is not 
* God; for we fay, my God, your God, the God of 
Ifrael. We cannot fay my eternal, my infinite. We 
« may have fome notions indeed of his attributes, but 
“ can have none of his nature. With refpeét to bodies, 
** we fee only fhapes and colour—hear only founds— 
e touch only furfaces. Thefe are attributes of bodies ; 
* but ef their effence we know nothing. As a blind 
¢¢ man can form no notion of colours, we can form 
c none of the manner in which God perceives, and 
« underftands, and influences every thing. 

«e Therefore we know God only by his attributes. 
e¢ What are thefe? The wife and excellent contri- 
«¢ vance, ftructure, and final aim of all things. In 
* thefe his perfections we admire him, and we wonder. 
** In his direction or government, we venerate and 
e worfhip him—we worfhip him as his fervants; and 
t God, without dominion, without providence, and 
«< final aims, is Fate—not the object either of reve- 
“« rence, ot hope, of love, or of fear. 

But mark the emotions which affected the mind of 
another excellent obferver of Nature, the admirer 
of Newton, and the perfon who has put the finifhing 
ftroke to the Newtonian philofophy, by fhowing that 
the acceleration of the moon’s mean motion, is the 
genuine refult of a gravitation decreafing in the precife 
duplicate ratio of the diftance inverfely ; I mean Mr. 
Delaplace, one of the mot brilliant ornaments of the 
French academy of fciences. He has lately publifhed 


the Syfteme du Moade, a moft beautiful compend of 
aftromony 


CHAP, Ii. THE ILLUMINATI. 175 


aftronomy and of the Newtonian philofophy. Having 
finifhed his work withthe fame obfervation, **‘ That a 
« sravitation inverfely proportional to the fquares of 
« the diftances was the only principle which could 
« unite material Nature into a permanent fyftem ;’ 

be alfo fits down—furveys the fcene—points out the 
parts which he had brought within our ken—and then 
makes this reflection: ** Beheld in its totality, altro- 
“« nomy is the nobleft monument of the human mind, 
e its chief title to intelligence. But, feduced by the 
« illufions of fenfe, and by felf-conceit, we have long 
“© confidered ourfelves as the centre of thefe motions ; 
« and our pride has been punifhed by the groundlefs 

c fears which we have created to ourfelves. We 
« imagine, forfooth, that all this is for us, and that ` 
« the ftars influence our deftinies ! But the labours of 
« ages have convinced us of our error, and we find 
* ourlelves on an infignificant planet, almoft imper- 
«© ceptible in the immenfity of fpace. But the fub-. 
«lime difcoveries we have made richly repay this 
« humble fituation. Let us cherifh thefe with care, as 
“« the delight of thinking beings—they have deftroyed 
«© our miftakes as to our relation to the reft of the uni- 
‘> verle; errors which were the more fatal, becaufe 
«© the focial Order depends on juftice and truth alone, 
« War be from us the dangerous maxim, thar it is fome- 
« times ufeful to depart from thefe, and to deceive 
‘© men, in order to infure their happinefs ; but cruel 
“ experience has fhewn us that thefe laws are never to- 
“ tally extinét.” 

There can be no doubt as to the meaning of thefe laft 
words—they cannot relate to af{trclogy—this was en- 
tirely out of date. The “attempts to deceive men, 
« in order to infure their beppiness,” can only be 
thofe by which we are made to think too highly of our- 
felves. “ Inhabitants of this pepper-corn, we think 

* ourfelyes 
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“ ourfelves the peculiar favourites of Heaven, nay the 
« chief objects of care to a Being, the Maker of all ; 
*¢ and then we imagine that, after this life, we are to 
“« be happy or miferable, according as we accede or 
e not to this fubjugation to opinions which enflave us. 
‘© But truth and juftice have broken thefe bonds.”— 
But where is the force of the argument which entitles 
this perfecter of the Newtonian philofophy to exuit fo 
much? Ie all refts on this, That this earth is but as a 
grain of muftard-feed. Man would be more worth at- 
tention had he inhabited Jupiter or the Sun. Thus 
may a Frenchman look down on the noble créatures 
who inhabit Orolong or Pelew. But whence arifes the 
abfurdity of the intellectual inhabitants of this pepper- 
corn being a proper object of attention ? it is becaufe 
our fhallow comprehenfions cannot, at the fame glance, 
fee an extenfive fcene, and perceive its moft minute 
detail. 

David, a King, and a foldier, had fome notions of 
this ‘kind. The heavens, it is true, pointed out to 
him a Maker and Ruler, which is more than they feem 
to have done to the Gallic philofopher; but David was 
afraid that he would be forgotten in the crowd, and 
cries out, ‘© Lord what is man that thou-art mindful of 
« bim?” But David gets rid of his fears, not by be- 
coming a philofopher, and difcovering all this to be 
abfurd,—he would {till be forgotten,—he at once thinks 
of what he is—a noble creature—high in the feale of 
nature. “€ But,” fays he, “I had forgotten myfelf. 
« Thou haft made man but a little lower than the an- 
© gels—thou haft crowned him with glory and honour 
«© —-thou hat put ail things under his feet.” Here 
are exalted fentiments, fit for the creature whole ken 
pierces through the immenfity of the vifible univerfe, 
and who fees his relation to the univerfe, being nearly 
allied to its Sovereign, and capable of rifing con- 
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tinually in his rank, by cultivating thofe talents which 
diftinguifh and adorn it. 

Thoufands, i truf, there are, who think that this 
life is but a preparation for another, in which the mind 
of man will have the whole wonders of creation and of 
providence laid open to its enraptured view—where 
it will fee ans d comprehend with one glance what New- 
ton, the mot patient and fuccefsful of all the obfervers 
of nature, took years of meditation to find out—where 
it will attain that pitch of wifuom, goodnefs, and en- 
joyment, of which our confciences tell us we are ca- 
pable, though it far furpaffes that of che wifeft, the 
beit, and the happieft of men. Such perfons will con- 
fider this Order as degr rading and deteftable, and as in 
direct oppofition to their moft confident expectations : 
For it pretends to what is impoffible, to perfect peace 
and happineis in this life. They believe, and they 
feel, that man muft be made perfeét through fufferings, 
which fhall call into action powers of mind that other- 
wife would never have unfolded themfelves—powers 
which are frequently fources of the pureit and moft 
foothing pleafures, and naturally make us reft our eyes 

and hopes on that ftate where every tear fhall be wiped 
away, and where the kind affections fhall become the 
never-failing fources of pure and unfading delight. 
Such perfons fee the palpable abfurdity of a prepara- 
ten which is equally neceffary for all, and yet muft be 
confined to the minds of a few, who have the low and 
indelicate appetite for frivolous play-things, and for 
grofs fenfual pleafures. Such minds will turn away 
from this boafted treat with loathing and abhorrence, 

I am well aware that fome ot my readers may {mile 
at this, and think it an encthafialiical working up of 
the imagination, fimilar to what I reprobate in the cafe 
of Utopian happinefs in a ftare of univerfal Liberty 
and Equality. iris like, they will fay, to the decla- 
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mation in a fermon ly perfons of the trade, who are 
trained up to Gnelet, by which they allure and tickle 
weak minds. 


T acknowledge that in the prefent cafe I do not ad- 
dress mi yfeit to ‘the cold | Henares, who conten tedly 


e Sink and flamber in their cells of elzy ; 


—-—Feace to all fuch; but to the “ flices anima, 
ce guibus hese coguefcere txra p’—to thofe who bave en- 
juyea the pleafures of fcience, who have been fuccefs- 
ful—Wwho have made difcoveries—who have really il- 
luminated the world—to the Bacons, the Newtons, the 
Lockes.—Alow me to mention one, Daniel Eernoul- 
hi, tne moft elegant mathematician, the only philofo- 
pher, and the moft worthy man, of that celebrated 
family. He faid to a gentleman, (Dr. Staehling,) 
who repeated it to me, that ‘* when reading fome of 
«e thofe wonderful guefles of Sir Ifaac Ne wton, the 
« fubfequent demonfiration of which has been the 
«c chief fource of fame to his molt celebrated commen- 
tators—his mind has fometimes been fo overpower- 
« ed by thrilling emotions, that he has wifhed that 
“ moment to be his Jaft; and that it was this which 
*€ gave him che cleareft conception of the happinefs 
of heaven.” If fuch delightfui emotions could be 
excited by the perception of mere truth, what muft 
they be when each of thete truths is an inftance of wif- 
dora, and when we recollect, that what we call wifdom 
in the works of nature, is always the nice adaptation 
of means for producing beneficent ends; and that each 
of thefe aficcting qualities is fufceptible of degrees 
which are bound leli; a and exceed our higheft concep- 
tions? What can this complex emotion or feeling be 
but rapture ? But Bernoulli is a Doctor of Theology— 
and therefore a iuipicious perfon, perhaps one of the 

combination 
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combination hired by defpots to enflave us. I will 


take another man, age enticman of rank and family, a 
foldier, who often Fgnalife d himfelf as a naval com- 
mander—who at one time forced his way through a 
powerful fleet cf the Venetians with a finall fquadron, 
and brought relief to a diltrefed garrifon. I would 
defire the reader to perufe the conclufion of Sir Ken- 
helm Digby’s Yrecvi/es on Body end Mird; and after 
having refectec on che flate cf {cience at the time this 
author wrote, ist him coolly weigh the incitements to 
manly conduct which this foldier Gnds in the differences 
obferved between body and mind; and then let him 
fay, on his conlcience, whether they are more feeble 
than thofe waich he can craw from the eternal feep 
of death. if he thinks that they are—he is in the pro- 
per frame for initiation into Spartacus’s higher myfte- 
ries. He may be either Macus or Res. 

Were this a proper ees for confidering the quef- 
tion as a quefiion of icience or truth, I would fay, that 
every man who has been a _/receGful ftudent of nature, 
and who will reft his conchufiens on the fame maxicrs 
of probable reafoning that have procured him fuccefs 
in his paft refearclies, will confder it as next to certain 
that chere is another ftate of exiftence for rational man. 
For he mutt own, that if this be not the cafe, there is 
a moft fingular exception to a propohtion which the 
whole courle of his experience has made him confider 
as a truth founded on univerfal induétion, viz. thar 
nature accomplifoes all her glans, and that every clafs of 
beings attains all the improvement of which it is capa- 
ble. Let him bre turn his thoughts inward, he will 
feel that his intelirct is capable of improvement, in 
comparifon with. which Newton is but a child. I 
could purfue this argnment very far, and (I think) 
warm the heart of every mun whom I fhould wiih to 
cali my friend. 

What 


180 THE ILLUMINATI, CHAP. Il. 


What opinion will be formed of this Affociation by 
the modeit, the lowly-minded, the candid, who ac- 
knowledge that they too often feel the fuperior force 
of prefent and fenfible pleafures, by which their minds 
are drawn off from the contemplation of what their 
con{ciences tell them to be right,—to be their dutiful 
and filial fentiments and emotions refpecting their great 
and good Parent—to be their dutiful and neighbourly 
affections, and their proper conduct to all around them 
—and which diminiih their veneration for that purity 
of thought and moderation of appetite which becomes 
their noble natures? What mutt ¢4ey think of this Or- 
der? Confcious of frequent faults, which would offend 
themfelves if committed by their deareft children, 
they lock up to their Maker with anxiety—are grieved 
to have fo far forgotten their duty, and fearful that 
they may again forget it. Their painful sg aw 
tells them that their reafon is often too weak, their in- 
formation too fcanty, or its light is obftru&ted by paf- 
fon and prejudices, which dittort and difcclour every 
thing; or it is unheeded during their attention to pre- 
fent “objects. Happy fhould they be, if it fhould pleafe | 
their kind Parent to reminc them of their duty from 
time to time, or to influence their mind in any way 
that would compenfate for their own ignorance, their 
own weaknefs, or even their indolence and neglect. 
They dare not expect fuch a favour, which their mo- 
defty tells them they do not deferve, and which they 
fear may be unfit to be granted; but when fucn a com- 
fortis held out to them, with eager hearts they re- 
ceive it—they blefs the kindnefs that granted it, and 
the hand that brings it. Such amiable characters 
gave appeared in all ages, and in all fituations of man- 

kind. They have not in ‘all inftances been wife—often 
have they been precipitate, and have too readily caught 
at any thing which pretended to give them the fo much 
wilhed- 
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wifhed-for affiftances; and, unfortunately, there have 
been enthufialts, or villains, who have taken advan- 
tage of this_univerfal with of anxious man; and the 
world has been darkened by cheats, who have mifre- 
prefented God to mankind, have filled us with vain 
terrors, and have then qt vieted our fears by fines, and 
facrifices, and mortifications, and fervices, which they 
faid were more than fufficient to expiate all our faults. 
Thus was our duty to our neighbour, to our own dig- 
nity, and to our Maker and Parent, kept out of fight, 
and religion no longer came in aid to our fenfe of right 
and wrong; but, on the contrary, by thefe fuperfti- 
tions it opened the doors of heaven to the worthlefs 
and the wicked.—But I wih not to {peak of thefe 
men, but of the good, the candid, the mopgst, the 
HUMBLE, who know their failings, who love their du- 
ties, but with to know, to perceive, and to love them 
{till more. Thefe are they who think and believe that 
“ the Gofpel has brought life and immortality to 
« light,” that is, within their reach. They think it 
worthy of the Father of mankind, and they receive it 
with thankful hearts, admiring above all things the 
e of its morality, comprehended in one fen- 
tence, “ Do to another what you can reafonably with 
« that another fhould do to you,” and THAT PURITY 
OF THOUGHT AND MANNERS WHICH DISTINGUISHES 
IT FROM ALL THE SYSTEMS OF MORAL INSTRUCTION 
THAT HAVE EVIR BUEN OFFERED TO MEN.. Here 
they find a ground of refignation under the troubles of 
life, and a fupport in the hour of death, quite fuited 
to the difidence of their own character. Such men 
are ready to grant that the Stoics were perfons of no- 
ble and exalted minds, and that they had worthy con- 
ceptions of the rank of man in the fcale of God’s 
works; but they confefS that they themfelves do not 
feel all that iupport from Stoical principles which man 
too 
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too frequently needs; and they fay that they are not 
fingular in their opinions, but that the bulk of man- 
kind are prevented, by their want of heroic fortitude, 
by their fituation, or their want of the opportunities of 
cultivating their native ftrength of mind, from éver 
attaining this hearty fubmiffion to the will of the Deity. 
“bey maintain, that the Stoics were but a few, a very 
few, from among many millions—and therefore their 
being fatisied was but a trifle amidft the general dif- 
content, and anxiety, and defpair—Such men will 
moft certainly ftart back from this umination with 
horror and fright—from a Society which gives the lie 
to their fondeit expectations, makes a fport of their 
grounds of hope, and of their deliverer; and which, 
after laughing at their credulity, bids them fhake off 
all religion whatever, and denies the exiftence of that 
Supreme Mind, the pattern of all excellence, who till 
now had filled their thoughts with admiration and love 
—from an Order which pretends to free them from 
fpiritual bondage, and then lays on their necks a load 
ten times more oppreflive and intolerable, from which 
they have no power of ever efcaping. Men of fenfe 
and virtue will {purn at fuch a propotal; and even the 
profligate, who trade with Deity, mutt be ienfible that 
they will be better off with their priefts, whom they 
know, and among whom they may make a felection of 
fuch as will with patience and gentlenefs clear up their 
doubts, calm their fears, and encourage their hopes. 
And all good men, all lovers of peace and of juttice, 
will abhor and reje&t the thought of overturning the 
refent coanftitution of things, faulty as it may be, 
merely in the endeavour to ettablifh another, which 
the vices of mankind may fubvert again ina twelve- 
month. They muf fee, that in order to gain their 
point, the propofers have found it neceffary to deftroy 


the grounds of morality, by permitting the moft wick- 
i ed 
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ed means for accomplifhing any end that our fancy, 
warped by paffion or intereft, -may reprefent to us as 
of great importance. They fee, that inftead of mora- 
lity, vice muft prevail, and that theretore there is no 
fecurity for the continuance of this Utopian felicity ; 
and, in the mean time, defolation and mifery muft lay 
the world wafte during the ftruggle, and half of thofe 
for whom we zre ftriving will be fwept from the face 
of the earth. We have but to look to France, where 
in eight years there have been more executions and 
fpoliations and diftreflts of every kind by the pouvoir 
revoluticunaire, than can be found in the long records 
of that deipotic monarchy. 

There is nothing in the whole confticution of the 
Iluminati that ftrikes me with more horror than the 
propofals of Eercules and Minos to enlift the women 
in this fhocking warfare with all that “ is good, and 
“« pure, and lovely, and of good report.” They could 
not have fallen on any expedient that will be more ef- 
fe€tual and fatal. If any of my countrywomen fhall 
honour thefe pages with a reading, 1 would call on 
them, in the moft earneft manner, to conficer this as 
an affair of the utmoft importance to themiclves. I 
would conjure them by the regard they have for their 
own dignity, and for their rank in fociety, to join 
againft thefe enemies of human nature ana profligate 
degraders of the fex; and I would affure them that 
the prefent ftate of things almoft puts it in their power 
to be the faviours of the world. But if they are remifs, 
and yield to the feduétion, they will fall from that high 
ftate to which they have arifen in Chriftian Europe, 
and again fink into that infignificancy or flavery in 
which the fex is found in all ages and countries out of 
the hearing of Chriftianity. 

L hope that my countrywomen will confider this fo- 
lemn addrefs to them as a proof of che high eiteem in 

which 
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which I holdthem. They will not be offeaded then 
if, in this feafon of alarm and anxiety, when I with to 
imprefs their minds with a ferious truth, I fhall wave 
ceremony, which is always defigning, and {peak of 
them in khoneft but decent plainneis. 

Man is immerfed in luxury. Our accommodations 
are now fo numerous that every thing is pleafure. Even 
in very fober fituations in this hichiy- -cultivated Soci- 
ety, there is hardly a thing that remains in the form 
of a necelfary of life, or even of a mere conveniency— 
every thing is ornamented—it mutt not appear of ufe 
—it muft appear as giving fome fenfible picafure. I 
do not fay this by way of blaming—it is nature—man 
is a refining creature, and our moft boafted acquives 
ments are but refinements on our neceffary wants. Our 
hut becomes a palace, our blanket a fine drefs, and 
our arts become fciences. This difcontent with the 
natural condition of things, and this difpofition to re- 
finement, is a characteriftic of our [pecies, and is the 
great employment of our lives. The dire&tion which 
this propenfity chances to take in any age or nation, 
marks its character in the moft confpicuous and inte- 
refting manner. Al) have it in fome degree, and it is 
very conceivable that, in fome, it may conftitute the 
chief object of attention. If this be the cafe in any na- 
tions, it is furely moft likely to be fo in thofe where 
the accommodations of life are the moi numerous— 

therefore in a rich and luxurious nation, J may furely, 

without exaggeration or reproach, give that appella- 
tion to our own nition at this moment. If you donot 
go to the very loweit clafs of people, who mult labour 
all day, is it not the chief object of all co, procure per- 
ceptible plecfure in one way cr another? The fober and 
bufy ftruggle inthe thoughts aad hopes of getting the 
means of enjoying the comforts af life without farther 
Jabour—and many have no other cbjedt than plealure: 
Phen, 
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Then let us reflect that ic is woman that is to grace 
the whole—Ic is in nature, it is the very confticution of 
man, that woman, and every thing connected with 
woman, muft appear as the ornament of life. That 
this mixes with every other focial fentiment, appears 
from the condué of our fpecies in all ages and in every 
fituation. This I prefume would be the cafe even 
though there were no qualities in the fex to juftify it. 
This fentiment refpecting the fex is neceflary, in order 
to rear fo helplefs, fo nice, and fo improveable a crea- 
ture as man; without it, the long abiding tafk could 
not be performed :—and I think that I may venture 
to fay that it is performed in the different fates of fo- 
ciety nearly in proportion as this preparatory and indif- 
pentable fentiment is in force. 

On the other hand, I think it no lefs evident that it 
is the defire of the women to be agreeabie to the men, 
and that they will model themfelves according to what 
they think will pleafe. Without this adjuftment of 
fentiments by nature, nothing would go on. Wene- 
ver obferve any fuch want of fymmetry in the works 
of God. If, therefore, thofe who take the lead, and 
give the fafhion in fociety, were wife and virtuous, I 
have no doubt but that the women would fet the 
brighteft pattern of every thing that isexcellent. But 
if the men are nice and faftidious fenfualifts, the women 
will be refined arid elegant voluptuaries. 

There is no deficiency in the female mind, either in 
talents or in difpofitions ; nor can we fay with certainty 
that there is any fubject of intelletual or moral difcuf- 
fion in which womem have nor excelled. If the deli- 
cacy of their conftitution, and other phyfical caufes, 
allow the female fex a fmaller fhare of fome mental 
powers, they. ponei others in a fuperior degree, which 
are no lefs réfpectable in their own nature, an:! of as 
great importance to fociety. Inftead of defeanting at 

2A large 
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large on their powers of mind, and fupporting my af- 
fertions by the inftances of a Hypatia, a Schurman, a 
Zenobia, an Elizabeth, &c. I may repeat the account 
given of the fex by a perfon of uncommon experience, 
who faw them without difguife, or any motive that 
could lead them to play a feigned part—Mr, Ledyard, 
who traverfed the greateft part of the world, for the 
mere indulgence of his tafte for obfervation of human 
nature ; generally in want, and often in extreme mi- 
fery. : 

“ I have (fays he) always remarked that women, 
‘ in all countries, are civil, obliging, tender, and hu- 
« mane: that they are ever inclined to be gay and 
“ cheerful, timorous and modeft; and that they do 
é not hefitate, like men, to perform a kind or gene- 
« rous adlion.—Not haughty, not arrogant, not ju- 
percilious, they are full of courtely, and fond of fò- 
« ciety—more liable in general to err than man, but 
« in general, alfo, more virtuous, and performing 
« more gocd actions than he. ‘To a woman, whetl «r 
civilized or favage, I never addreffed rayielf in ne 
 Janguage of decency and friendfhip—without receiv- 
e ing a decent and friendly anfwer—with man it has 
‘© often been ctherwife. 

« In wandering over the barren plains cf in- 
« hofpitable Denmark, through honeft Sweden, and 
« frozen Lapland, rude and churlifh Finland, unprin- 
«© cipled Ruffa, and the wide fpread regions of the wan- 
«© dering Tartar,—if hungry, dry, cold, wet, or fick, 
< the women have ever been friendly to me, and uni- 
« formly fo; and to add to this virtue, (fo worthy of 
“ the appellation of benevolence,) thefe actions have ‘ 
** been performed in fo free and fo kind a manner, that 
« if I was thirlty, I drank the fweeteft draught, and 
“ if hungry, I ate the coarfe meal with a double 
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And thefe are they whom Weifhaupt would cor- 
rupt! One of thefe, whom he had embraced with 
fondnefs, would he have murdered, to fave his honour, 
and quality himfelf to preach virtue! But let us not be 
too fevere on Weifhaupt—let us wath ourfelves clear 
of all ftain before we think of reprobating him. Are 
we not guilty in fome degree, when we do not culti- 
vate in the women thofe powers of mind, and thofe 
difpofitions of heart, which would equally dignify them 
in every {tation as in thofe humble ranks in which Mr. 
Ledyard molt frequently faw them? I cannot think 
that we do this. They are not only to grace the whole 
of cultivated fociety, but it is in their faithful and af- 
fectionate perfonal attachment that we are to find the 
fweetett pleafures that life can give. Yetin all thefe 
fituations where the manner in which they are treated 
is not dictated by the ftern laws of neceffity, are they 
not trained up for mere amufement—are not ferious 
occupations confidered as a tafk which hurts their love- 
linefs? What is this but felfifhnefs, or as if they had 
no virtues worth cultivating? Their dufinefs is {uppofed 
to be the ornamenting theinfelves, as if nature did not 
dictate this to them already, with at leaft as much 
force as is neceffary. Every thing is prefcribed to 
them decau/e it makes them more lovely—even their moral 
leffons are enforced by this argument, and Mifs Wool- 
ftoncraft is perfectly right when fhe fays that the fine 
leffons given to young women by Fordyce or Rouleau 
are nothing but felfifh and refined volupruoutnefs. This 
advocate of her fex puts her fifters in the proper point 
of view, when fhe tells them that they are, like man, 
the fubjeéts of God's moral government,—like man; 
preparing themfelves for boundlefs improvement in a 
better {tate of exiftence. Had fhe adhered to this view 
of the matter, and kept it conftantly in fight, her book 
(which doubtlefs contains many excellent things, highly 

deferving 
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deferving of their ferious confideration) would have 
been a moft valuable work. She juftly obferves, that 
the virtues of the fex are great and refpedctable, but 
that in our mad chace of pleafure, only pleafure, they 
are little chought of or attended to. Man trufts to his 
own uncontroulable power, or to the general goodnefs 
of the fex, that their virtues will appear when we have 
occafion for them ;—** but we will fend for thefe fome 
“ other time :”——-Many noble dilplays do they make 
of the moft dificult attainments. Such is the patient 
bearing up under misfortunes, which has no brilliancy 
to fupport it in the effort. This is more difficult than 
braving danger in an active and confpicuous fituation, 
How often is a woman left with a family, and the fhat- 
tered remains of a fortune, loft perhaps by diffipation 
or by indolence—and how feldom, how very feldom, 
do we fee woman fhrink from the tafk, or difcharge it 
with negligence ? Is it not therefore folly next to mad- 
nefs, not to be careful of this our greateft blefling—of 
things which fo: nearly concern our peace—nor guard 
ourfcives, and thefe our beft companions and friends, 
from the effects of this fatal Tlumination? It has in- 
deed brought to light what dreadful lengths men will 
go, when under the fanatical and dazzling glare of hap- 
pinefs in a ftate of liberty and equality, and fpurred on 
by infatiable luxury, and not held in check by moral 
feelings andthe reftraints of religion—and mark, reader, 
thatthe women have here alfotakenthe complexion ofthe 
men, andhave evengone beyondthem. If wehave feena 
fon prefent himfelf to the National Affembly of France,, 
profeffing his fatisfaction with the execution of his fa- 
ther three days before, and declaring himfelf a true 
citizen, who prefers the nation to all other confidera- 
tions; we have alfo feen, on the fame day, wives de- 
nouncing their hufbands, and (O fhocking to human 
nature!) mothers denouncing their fons, as bad ci- 

tizens 
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tizens and traitors, Mark too what return the women 
have met with for all their horrid fervices, where, to 
exprefs their fentiments of civitm and abhorrence of 
royalty, they threw away the character of their fex, 
and bit the amputated limbs of their murdered coun- 
trymen*. Surely thefe patriotic women merited that 
the rights of their fex fhould be confidered in full coun- 
cil, and they were well enritled co a feat ; but there is 
not a fingle act of their government in which the fex is ` 
confidered as having any rights whatever, or that they 
are things to be cared for. 

Are not the accurfed fruits of Illumination to be feen 
in the prefent humiliating condition of woman in France? 
pampered in every thing that can reduce them to the 
mere inftruments of animal pleafure. In their prefent 
ftate of national moderation (as they call it) and fe- 
curity, fee Madame Tallien come into the public thea- 
tre, accompanied by other beautiful women, (I was 
about to have mifnamed them Ladies,) laying afide all 
modeity, and prefenting themfelves to the public view, 
with bared limbs, à la Saxvege, as the alluring objects 
of defire. Imake no doubt but that this is a ferious 
matter, encouraged, nay, prompted by government. 
To keep the minds of the Parifians in the prefent fe- 
ver of diffolute gaiety, they are at more expence from 
the national treafury for the fupport of the fixty theatres, 
than all the penfions and honorary offices in Britain, 
three timestold, amount to. Was not their abornina- 
ble farce in the church of Notre Dame a bate of the 
fame kind in the true fpirit of Weithaupt’s Evoterion ? 

“ We 


* I fay this on the authority ofa young gentleman, an emigrant, 
who faw it, and who faid, that they were women, not of the dregs 
ofthe Palais Royal, nor of infamous charat¢ter, but well dreffed.—I 
am forry to add, that the relation, accompanied with looks of hor- 
ror and difzult, only provoked a contemptuous finile from an illumi- 
nated Britifh Fair-one. 
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‘© We do not,” faid the high prieft, ‘call you to the 
< worfhip of inanimate idols. Behold a mafter-piece 
“ of nature, (lifting up the veil which concealed the 
“ naked charms of the beautiful Madmf. Barbier) : 
“ This facred image fhould inflame all hearts? And 
it did fo ; the people fhouted out, “ No more altars, 
“ no more priefts, no God but the God of Nature.” 

Orleans, the firft prince of the blood, did not fcruple 
to profticute his daughter, if not to the embraces, yet 
to the wanton view of the public, with the precife in- 
tention of inflaming their defires. (See the account 
given of the dinners at Sillery’s, by Camille Defmou- 
lines, in his fpeech againft the Briffotins.) But what 
will be the end of all this? The fondlings of the weal- 
thy will be pampered in all the indulgences which 
faftidious voloptugufnels finds neceffary for varying or 
enhancing its pleafures; but they will either be flighted 
as toys, or they will be immured ; and the companions 
of the.poor will be drudges and flaves. 

Tam fully perfuaded ‘that it was the enthufiaftic ad- 
miration of Grecian democracy that recommended to 
the French nation the drefs à /e Grecque, which exhibits 
not the elegant, ornamented beauty, but the alluring 
female, fully as well as Madame Tallien’s drefs à /a 
Sauvage. It was no doubt with the fame adherence to 
Serious ‘principle, that Mademoifelle Therouanne was 
molt beautifully dreffed à /’Amazonne on the gth of 
October 1789, when fhe turned the heads of fo many 
young officers of the regiments at Verfailles. The 
Cythera, the bominum divungue ucluptas, at the cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame, was alfo dreffed à la Grecque: 
There is a moft evident and characteriftic change in 
the whole fyftem of female drefsin France. The Filles 
de I’ Opera always gave the żon, and were furely withheld 
by no rigid principle. They fometimes produced 


very extravagant and faniaitic forms, but thefe were 
| almoft 
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almeft always in the ftyle of the higheft ornament, and 
they trufted; for the reit of the impreffion which they 
wifhed ro make, to the fafcinaring expyeflion of elegant 
movements. This indeed was wonderful, and hardly 
conceivable by any who have not feen a grand baller 
performed by good actors. I have fhed tears of the 
moft fincere and tender forrow during the exhibition of 
Antigone, fet to mufic by Traécta, and performed by 
Madame Meilcour and Sre Torelli, and Zantini. Ican 
eafily conceive the impreffion to be ftill ftronger, though 
perhaps of another kind, when the former fuperb dref- 
{es are changed for the expreffive fimplicity of the 
Grecian. I cannot help thinking that the female orna- 
ments in the reft of Europe, and even among ourfelves, 
have lefs elegance fince we loft the fanétion of the 
French court. But fee how all this will terminate, 
when we fall have brought the fex fo low, and will 
not even wait for a Mahometan paradife. What can 
we expect bur fuch adiffolutenefs of manners, that the 
endearing ties of relation and family, and mutual con- 
fidence within doors, will be fighted, and willceafe ; 
and every man muft ftand up for himfelf, ingle and 


alone? 


Fecunda culpe fecula nuptias 
Primuin inguinavére, et genus, et domos, 
Hee fonte derivata clades 
In patriam populumque fluxit. Hor. i. 6. 17, 


This is not the fuggeftion ef prudifh fear, I think it is 
the natural courfe of things, and that France is at this 
moment giving to the world the fulleft proof of 
Weifhaupt’s fagacity, and the judgment with which he 
has formed his plans. Can ittend to the improvement 
of our morals or manners to have our ladies frequent 
the gymnaftic theatres, and fee them decide, like the 

- Roman 
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Roman matrons, on the merits of a naked gladiator or 
wreftler? Have we not enough of this already with our 
vaulters and pofture-mafters, and fhould we admire 
any lady who had a rage for fuch f{pe¢tacles ? Will it 
improve our tafte to have our rooms ornamented with 
fuch paintings and fculptures as filled the cenaculum, 

and the ftudy of the refined and elegant moralit Ho- 
race, who had the art—ridendo divers verum? Shall 
we be improved when fuch indulgences are thought 
compatible with fuch leffons as he generally gives for 
the conduct of life? The pure Morality of Ilumina- 
tifm is now employed in ftripping Italy of all thofe pre- 
cious remains of ancient art and voluptuoufnefs ; and 
Faris will ere long be the depofit and the refort of ar- 
tifts from all nations, there to ftucy the works of an- 
cient mafters, and to return from thence panders of 
public corruption. The plan is mafterly, and the low- 
born Statef{men and Generals of France may in this ref- 
pect be fet on a level with a Colbert or a Condé. But 
the confequences of this Gallic dominion over the 
minds of fallen man will be as dreadful as their domi- 
nion over their lives and fortunes. 

Recolleé&t in what manner Spartacus srapatid to 
corrupt his fitters (for we need not fpeak of the manner 
in which he expeéted that this would promote his-plan 
—this is abundantly plain). It was by deftroying their 
moral fentiments, and their fentiments of religion. Re- 
collect what is the recommendation that the Atheift 
Minos gives of his ftep-daughters, when he fpeaks of 
them, as proper perfons for the Lodge of Sifters. 
« They have got over all prejudices, and, in matters 
« of religion they think as I do.” Thefe profligates 
judged rightly that this affair required much caution, 
and that the urmoft attention to decency, and even de- 
licacy, muft be obferved in their rituals and ceremo- 
nies, otherwife the women would be difgufled. This 

was 
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was judging fairly of the feelings of a female mind: 
But they judged falfely, and only according to their 
own coarfe experience, when they attributed their dif- 
guft and their fears to coynefs. Coynefs is indeed the 
inftinctive attribute of the female. In woman itis very 
great, and it is perhaps the genuine fource of the di/gu/t 
of which the Illuminati were fufpicious. But they have 
been dim-fighted indeed, or very unfortunate in their 
acquaintance, if they never obferved any other fource 
of repugnance in the mind of woman to what is im- 
moraljor immodeft—if they did not fee diflike—moral 
difapprobation. Do they mean to infinuate, that in 
that regard which modeft women exprefs in all their 
words and actions, for what every one underftands by 
the terms decency, modefty, and the difapprobation 
of every. thing that violates thofe feelings, the women 
only fhow female coynefs? Then are they very blind 
inftru€tors. But they are not fo blind. The account 
given of the initiation of a young Sifter at Frankfort, 
under the feigned name Pfycharion, fhows the moft 
fcrupulous attention to the moral feelings of the fex; 
and the confufion and difturbance which, after all their 
care, it occafioned among the ladies, fhows, that when 
they thought all right and delicate, they had been but 
coarfe judges. Minos damns the ladies there, becaufe 
they are too free, too rich, too republican, and too 
wife, for being led about by the nofe (this is his own 
expreffion).: But Philo certainly thought more cor- 
rectly of the fex in general, when he fays, Truth is a 
modeft girl: She may be handed about like a lady, by 
good fenfe and good manners, but muft not be bullied 
and driven about like a ftrumpet. I would here infert 
the difcourfes or addrefies which were made on that 
occafion to the different claffes of the affembly, girls, 
young ladies, wives, young men, and ftrangers, which 
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are really ingenious and well cempofed, were they not 
fuch as would offend my fair countrywomen, 

The religious fentiments by which mortals are to be 
affifted, even in rhe difcharge of their moral duties, 
and ftill more, the fentiments which are purely reli- 
gious, and have no reference to any thing here, are 
precifely thofe which are moft eafily excited in the 
mind of woman. Affection, admiration, filial reve- 
rence, are, if I miftake not exceedingly, thofe in 
which the women far furpafs the men; and it is on 
this account that we generally find them fo much dif- 
pofed to devotion, which is nothing but a fort of fond 
indulgence of thofe affections without limit to the ima-. 
gination. The enraptured devotee pours out her foul 
in expreffions of thefe feclings, juft as a fond mother 
mixes the careffes given to her child with the moft ex- 
travagant expreflicns of love. The dévotee even en- 
deavours to excite higher degrees of thefe affections, 
by expatiating on fuch circumftances in the divine 
conduct with refpect to man as naturally awaken them; 
and he does this without any fear of exceeding; be- 
caule Infinite Wiidom and Goodnefs will always juftify 
the fentiment, and free the expreffion of it from all 
charge of hyperbole or extravagance. 

I am convinced, therefore, that the female mind is 
well adapted to cultivation by means of religion, and 
that their native foftnefs and kindnefs of heart will al- 
ways be fuficient for procuring it a favourable recep- 
tion from them. Ir is therefore with double regret 
that I fee any of them join in the arrogant pretenfions 
of our [luminated philofophers, who fee no need of 
juch affiltances for the knowledge and difcharge of 
their duties. There is nothing fo unlike thar general 
modefty of thought, and that difidence, which we are 
difpofed to think the character of the female mind. I 

am 
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am inclined to think, that fuch deviations from the ge- 
neral conduct of the fex are marks of a harer cha- 
raéter, of a heart thac has lefs fenfibility, and is on the 
whole lefs amiable than that of others. Yet it muit 
be owned that there are fome fuch among us. Much, 
if not the whole of this perverfion, has, if am perluad- 
ed, been owing to the contagicn of bad example in 
the men. They are made familiar with fuch expref- 
fions—their frft horror is gone, and (weuld to heaven 
that I were miftalen!) fome of th em, have already 

wounded their coniciences to fuch a degree, thar they 

have fome reafon to wifh that religion may be without 
foundation. - 

But I would call upon all, and thee women in parti- 
cular, to confider this matter in another light—as it 
may affect themfeives in this life ; as it may affect their 
rank and treatment in ordinary fociety. 1 would fay 
to them, thar if the world fhal once adopt the belief 
that this life is our all, then the true maxim of rational 
conduct will be, to ce eat and to drink, fince to-mor- 
e row we are to die;” and that when they have nc- 
thing to truft to but the fondnefs of the e they 
will “toon find themielves reduced to flavery. The 
crown which they now wear will fall from their heads, 
and they will no longer be the arbiters of what is lovely 
in human life. The empire of beauty is but fhort; 
and even in republican France, it will not be many 
years that Madame Tallien can fafcinate the Parifian 
Theatie by the exhibition of her charms. Man is faf- 
tidious and changeable, he is the ftronger animal, and 
ean always take his own will with refpe&t to wema 
At prefent he is with-held by refpeét for her moral 
worth—and many are with-held by religion—and ma- 
ny more are with-held by public laws, which laws- 
were framed at a time when religious truths influenced 

the 
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the minds and the conduct of men. When the fenti- 
ments of men change, they will not be fo foolith as to 
keep in force laws which cramp their ftrongeft defires. 
Then will the rich have their Harems, and the poor 
their drudges. 
Nay, itis not merely the circumftance of woman’s 
being confidered as the moral companion of man that 
gives the fex its empire among us. There is fome- 
thing of this to be obferved in all nations. Of all the 
diftin@tions which fet our fpecies above the other fen- 
tient inhabitants of this globe, making us as unlike to 
the beft of them as they are to a piece of inanimate 
matter, there is none more remarkable than the differ- 
ences obfervable in the appearances of thofe defires by 
which the race is continued. As I obferved already, 
fuch a diftinétion is indifpenfably neceffary. There 
muft be a moral connection, in order that the human 
fpecies may be a race of rational creatures, improve- 
able, not only by the increafing experience of the in- 
dividual, but alfo by the heritable experience of the 
fucceflive generations. It may be obferved between 
the folitary pairs in Labrador, where human nature 
ftarves, like the ftunted oak in the crevice of a baron 
rock; and it is feen in the cultivated focieties of Eu- 
rope, where our nature in a feries of ages becomes a 
majeftic tree. Whatever may be the native powers 
of mind in the poor but gentle Efquimaux, fhe can do 
nothing for the fpecies but nurfe a young one, who 
cannot run his race of life without inceffanc and hard 
labour to keep foul and body together—here therefore 
her ftation in fociety can hardly have a name, becaufe 
there can hardly be faid to be any affociation, except 
what is neceflary for repelling the hoftile attacks of 
Indians, who feem to hunt them without provocation 

as the dog does the hare. In other parts of the world, 
: we 
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we fee that the confideration in which the fex is held, 
nearly follows the proportions of that ageregate of ma- 
ny different particulars, which we confider as confti- 
tuting the cultivation of a fociety. We may perhajs 
err, and we probably do err, in our eftimation of thote 
degrees, becaufe we are not perfectly acquainted with 
what is the real excellence of man. But as far as we 
can judge of it, I believe that my affertion is acknow- 
ledged. On this authority, I might prelume to fay, 
that it is in Chriftian Europe that man das attained his 
highett degree of cultivation—and it is undoubtedly 
here that the women have attained the higheft rank. 
I may even add, thar it is in that part of Europe where 
the effential and diftinguifhing doétrines of Chriftian 
morality are moft generally acknowledged and attended 
to by the laws of the country, that woman acts the 
higneft part in general fociety. Buc here we muft be 
very careful how we form our notion, cither of the 
fociety, or of the female rank—it is furely not from 
the two or three dozens who fll the higheft ranks in 
the ftate. Their number is too fmall, and their fitu- . 
ation is too particular, to afford the proper average. 
Befides, the fituation of the individuals of this clafs in 
all countries is very much the famse—and in all it is 
very artificial—accordingly their character is fantafti- 
cal. Nor are we to take it from that clafs that 1s the 
moft numerous of all, the loweft clafs of fociety, for 
thefe are the labouring poor, whofe conduct and oc- 
cupations are fo much dictated to them by the hard 
circumftances of their fituation, that fcarcely any thing 
is left to their choice. The fituation of women of this 
clafs muft be nearly the fame in all'nations. But this 
clafs is {till fifceptible of fome variety—and we fre it 
—and I think that even here there is a perceptible fu- 
periority of the female rank in thofe countries where 
» the 
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the pureft Chriftianity prevails. We muft however 
take our meafures or proportions from a numerous 
clafs, but alfo a clafs in fomewhat of eafy circum- 
ftances, where moral fentiments call fome attention, 
and perfons have fome choice in their conduét. And 
here, although I cannot pretend to have had many 
opportunities s of obfervation, yet I have had fome. I 
can venture to fay that it is not in Ruffia, nor in 
Spain, that woman is, on the whole, the moft im- 
portant as a member of the community. I would 
fay, that in Britain her important rights are more ge- 
nerally refpeéted than any where elfe. No where is 
a man’s character fo much hurt by conjugal infide- 
lity—no where is it fo difficult to rub off the ftigma 
of baftardy, or to procure a decent reception or foci- 
ciety for an improper eonnesihh's and | believe ir 
will readily be granted, that the fhare of the women 
in fucceffions, their authority in all matters of domef- 
tic truf, and even their opinions in what concerns 
life and manners, are fully more refpeéted here than 
in any country. 

I have long been of the opinion, (and every obfer- 
vation that } have been able to make fince I firt 
formed it confirms me in it,) that woman is indebted 
to Chriftianity alone for the high rank fbe holds in 
feciety. Look into the writings of antiquity—into 
the works of the Greek and Latin poets—into the 
numberlefs panegyrics of the fex, to be found both 
in prole and verfe—I can find little, very little in- 
deed, where woman is treated with refpect—there is 
no want of love, that is, of fondnefs, of beauty, of 
charms, of graces. But of woman as the equal of 
man, as a moral companion, travelling with him the 
road to felicity—ss his advifer—his folace in misfor- 
rune—as a pattern from which he may fometimes 


copy 
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copy with advantage ;—of all this there is hardly a 
trace. Woman is always mentioned as an object of 
paffion. Chaftity, modefty, fober-mindednefs, are ` 
all confidered in relation to this ngle point; or fome- 
times as of importance in refpect of economy or do- 
meftic quiet. Recolleét the famous fpeech of Metel- 
tellus Numidicus to the Roman people, when, as, 
Cenfor, he was recommending marriage. 

« Si fine uxore poflemus Quirites effe, omnes eâ 
“ moleftia careremus. Sed quoniam ita natura tradi- 
« dit, ut nec cum illis commodè, nec fine illis ullo 
& modo vivi poffet, faluti perpetuæ potius quam brevi 
< yoluptati confulendum,” 

Aul. Gell. Not. Att. I. 6. 


What does Ovid, the great panegyrift of the fex, 
fay for his beloved daughter, whom he had praifed 
for her attraétions in various places of his Triftia and 
other compofitions? He is writing her Epitaph—and 
the only thing he can fay of her as a rational creature 
is, that fhe was—Domifda—not a Gadabout.—Search 
Apuleius, where you will find many female characters: 
in abftrattc—You will find that his little Photis (a 
cook-maid and trumpet) was neareft to his heart, af- 
ter all his philofophy. Nay, in his pretty ftory of 
Cupid and Pflyche, which the very wife will cell you 
is a fine leffon of moral philofophy, and a reprefenta- 
tion of the operations of the intellectual and moral fa- 
culties of the human foul, a ftory which gave him 
the fineft opportunity, nay, almoft made it neceflary 
for him to infert whatever can ornament the female 
character; what is his Pfyche but a beautiful, fond, 
and filly girl; and what are the whole fruits of any 
acquaintance with the fex ?—Pleafure. Buc why take 
more pains in the fearch?—Look at their immortal 

godde fics— 
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goddefles—is there one among them whom a wife man 
would felect for a wife or a friend?—I grant that a 
Lucretia is praifed—a Portia, an Arria, a Zenobia— 
bur thefe are individual characters—not reprefentatives 
of the fex. The only Grecian ladies who made a 
figure by intellectual talents, were your Afpafias, Sap- 
phos, Phrynes, and other nymphs of this caft, who 
had emerged from the general infignificance of the fex, 
by throwing away what we are accuftomed to call its 
greateit ornament. 

I think that the firft piece in which woman is pic- 
tured as a refpectable character, is the oldeft novel 
that I am acquainted with, written by a Chriftian Bi- 
fhop, Heliodorus—I mean the Adventures of Thea- 
genes and Chariclea. I think that the Heroine is a 
greater character than you will meet with in all che 
annals of antiquity. And it 1s worth while to obferve 
what was the effect of this painting. ‘The poor Bi- 
fhop had been depofed, and even excommunicated, 
for doctrinal errors, and for drawing fuch a picture of 
a heathen. The magiftrates of Antioch, the moft 
voluptuous and corrupted city of the Eaft, wrote to 
the Emperor, telling him that this book had reformed 
the ladies of their city, where Julian the Emperor and 
his Sophifts had formerly preached in vain, and they 
therefore prayed that the good Bifhop might not be 
deprived of his mitre.—It is true, we read of Hypatia, 
daughter of Theon, the mathematician at Alexandria, 
who was a prodigy of excellence, and taught philofo- 
phy, #. e. the art of leading a good and happy life, with 
great applaufe in the famous Alexandrian fchool.— 
But fhe alfo was in the times of Chriftianity, and was 
the intimate friend of Syncellus and other Chriftian 
Bifhops, 


It 
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It is undoubtedly Chriftianity that has fet woman on 
her throne, making her in every refpect the equal of 
man, bound to the fame duties, and candidate for the 
fame happinefs. Mark how woman is defcribed by a 
Chriftian poet, 


« Yer when I approach 

Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute ihe feems, 
And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fa 


Seems wi/t/?, virtuoufe/?, difcreete/t, bef- 


_ Neither her ontfide, form/’d fo fair, 
So much delights me, as tho/é graceful acts, 
Thofé thoufand decencies that daily fow 
From all her words and actions, mix’d with love 
And {weet compliance, which declare unfeign’d 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul. 


And, to confummate all, —__ 
Greatne/s of mind, and noblene/s, their feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic placd.” 


Miron. 


This is really moral painting, without any abatement 
of female charms. 

This is the natural confequence of that purity of 
heart, which is fo much infifted on in the Chriftian mo- 
rality. In the inftructions of the heathen philofophers, 
it is either not mentioned atall, or at moft, it is recom- 
mended coldly, as a thing proper, and worthy of a mind 
attentive to great things.—But, in Chriftianity, it is 
infifted on as an indifpenfable duty, and enforced by 
many arguments peculiar to itfelf. 

It is worthy of obfervation, that the moft prominent 
fuperftitions which have difhonoured the Chriftian 
churches, have been the exoeliv refinements which 

*'9 the 
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the enthufiaftic admiration of heroic purity has allow- 
ed the holy trade to introduce into the manufacture of 
our {piritual fetters. Without this enthufiafm, cold 
expediency would not have been able to make the Mo- 
naftic vow fo general, nor have given us fuch numbers 
cf convents. Thefe were generally founded by fuch 
enthufiaits—the rulers indeed of the church encouraged 
this to the utmoft, as the beft levy for the fpiritual 
power—but they could not ejofz fuch foundations. 
From the fame fource we may derive the chief influ- 
ence of auricular confeffion. When thefe were firmly 
eftablifhed, and were venerated, almoft all the other 
corruptions of Chriftianity followed of courfe. I may 
almeft add, that though it is here that Chriftianity has 
fuffered the moft violent attacks, it is here that the 
place is moft tenable.— Nothing tends fe much to knit 
al] the ties of fociety as the endearing conneétions of 
family, and whatever tends to leffen our veneration for 
the marriage-contract, weakens them in the moft effec- 
tual manner. Purity of manners is the mof effectual 
fupport, and pure thoughts are the only fources from 
which pure manners can flow. I readily grant that in 
former times this veneration for perfonal purity was 
carried to an extravagant height, and that feveral very 
ridiculous fancies and cuftoms arofe from this. Ro- 
mantic love and chivalry are ftrong inftances of the 
itrange vagaries of our imagination, when carried along 
by this enthufiaftic admiration of female purity ; and 
fo unnatural and forced, that they could only be tem- 
porary fathions. But I believe that, with all their ri- 
dicule, it would be a happy nation where this was the 
general creed and practice. Nor can I help thinking 
a nation on its decline, when the domettic connections 
ceafe to be venerated, and the illegitimate offspring of 
a nabob or a nobleman are received with eafe into good 
company. 
es Nothing 
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Nothing is more clear than that the defign of the I. 
luminati was to abolifh Chriftianity—and we now fee 
how effectual this would be for the corruption of the 
fair fex, a purpofe which they eagerly wifhed to gain, 
that they might corrupt the men. Butif the women 
would retain the rank they now hold, they will be 
careful to preferve in full force on their minds this re- 
ligion, fo congenial ro their difpofitions, which nature 
has made affectionate and kind. 

And with refpect to the men, is it not egregious 
folly to encourage any ching that can tend to blaft our 
fweeteft enjoyments? Shall we not do this moft effec- 
tually if we attempt to corrupt what nature will always 
make us confider as the highelt elegance of life? The 
divinity of the Stoics was, ‘* Mens Jana in corpore Jeno,” 
—but it is equally true, 


“ Gratior eft pulchro veniens e corpore virtus.” 


If, therefore, inftead of profeffedly tainting what is af 
itfelf beautiful, we could really work it up to 


“ That fair form, which, wove in fancy’s loom, 
£ Floats in light vifions round the poet’s head,” 


and make woman a patern of perfection, we fhould 
undoubtedly add more to the heartfelt happinefs of life 
than by all the difcoveries of the Iluminati. See what 
was the effect of Theagenes and Chariclea. 

And we fhould remember that with the fate of wo- 
man that of man is indiffolubly knit. The voice of 
nature {poke through our immortal bard, when he made 
Adam fay, 


“ From thy ftate 
sí Mine never fhall be parted, blifs or woe.” 


Shoi Id. 
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Should we fuffer the contagion to touch our fair part- 
ner, allis gone, and too late fhall we fay, 


“ QO faireft of creation! laft and beft 

* Of ail God’s works, creature in whom excell’d 
& Y'Eatever can to fight or thought be form’d, 

“ fui, divine, good, amiable, or fweet ! 

C stow art thou Joft,—and now to death devote? 
“© Ana me with thee haft ruin’d; for with thee 

* Certain my refolution is to die.” 
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The German Union. 


V \ HEN fuch a fermentation had been ex- 
cited in the public mind, it cannot be fuppofed that 
the formal fuppreffion of the Order of the Hlumi-+ 
nati in Bavaria, and in the Duchy of Wirtemberg, 
by the reigning princes, would bring all to reft again. 
By no means. The minds of men were predifpof- 
ed for a change by the reftlefs fpirit of {peculation 
in every kind of enquiry, and the leaven had been 
carefully and fkilfully difieminated in every quarter 
of the empire, and even in foreign countries. Weif- 
haupt faid, on good grounds, that ** if the Order, 
fhould be difcovered and fuppreffed, he would re- 
{tore it with tenfold energy in a twelvemonth.” Even 
in thofe ftates where it was formally abolifhed, no- 
thing could hinder the enlifting new members, and 
carrying on all the purpofes of the Order. The 
Areopagite might indeed be changed, and the feat 
of the direction transferred to fome other place, but 
the Minerval and his Mentor could meet as former- 
ly, and a ride of a few miles into another State, 
would bring him to a Lodge, where the young would 
be amufed, and the more advanced would be engag- 
ed in ferious mifchief. Weifhaupt never liked chil- 
dren's play. He indulged Philo in it, becaufe he 
faw him taken with fuch rattles: but his own pro- 
jects were dark and folemn, and it was a relief to 
lim now to be freed from that mummery. He foon 
found the bent of the perfon’s hind on whom he 
had fet his talons, and, he fays, that ‘* no man ever 
efcaped him whom he thought it worth while to fe- 
cure.” He had already filled the lifts with enough 

2B : of 
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of the young and gay, and when the prefent condition 
of the Order required fly and experienced heads, he 
no longer courted them by play-things. He commu- 
nicated the ranks and the in{tru€tions by a letter, 
without any ceremony. The correfpondence with 
Philo at the time of the breach with him, fhews the 
fuperiority of Spartacus. Philo is in a rage, provok- 
ed to find a pitiful profeflor difcontented with the 
immenfe fervices which he had received from a gen- 
tleman of his rank, and treating him with authority, 
and with difingenuity.—He tells Spartacus what ftill 
greater fervices he can do the Order, and that he can 
alfo ruin it with a breath.—But in the midft of this 
rage, he propofes a thoufand modes of reconcile- 
ment. The fmalleft conceflion would make him 
hug Spartacus in his arms. But Spartacus is deaf to 
all his threats, and fitm asa rock. Though he is con- 
{cious of his own vile condu@, he abates not in the 
{malleft point, his abfolute authority—requires the 
moft-implicit fubmiffion, which he fays ** is due not 
to him, but to the Order, and without which the 
Order muft immediately goto ruin.”—He does not 
even deign to challenge Philo to do his worft, but 
allows him to go out of the Order without one angry 
word. This {hows his confidence in the energy of 
that fpirit of reftlefs difcontent, and that hankering 
after reform which he had fo fuccefsfully {pread a- 
broad. 

This had indeed arifen to an unparalleled height, 
unexpected eveti by the feditious themfelves. This 
appeared in a remarkable manner by the reception 
given to the infamous letters on the conftitution 6f 
the Pruffian States» H . 

-< The general opinion was, that Mirabeau was the 
author of the letters themfelves, and it was perfedlly 
under{tood by every perfon, that the tranflation into 
French was a joint contrivance of Mirabeau ane he 

cholai. 
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cholai. I was affured of this by the Britilh Minifter 
at that Court. There. are fome blunders in refpect 
of names, which an inhabitant of the country could 
hardly be guilty of, but are very confiftent with the 
felf-conceit and precipitancy of this Frenchman.— 
There are feveral inftances of the fame kind in two 
pieces, which are known for certain to be his, viz. 
the Chronique /candaleufe and the Hiflotre Jecrette de 
la Cour de Berlin. Thefe letters were in every hand, 
and were mentioned in every converfation, even in 
the Prufan dominions—and in other places of the 
empire they were quoted, and praifed, and com- 
mented on, although fome of their: contents were 
nothing {hort of rebellion. 

Mirabeau had a large portion of that felf-conceit 
which diftinguifhes his countrymen. He thought 
himfelf qualified not only for any high office in ad- 
miniftration, but even for managing the whole af- 
fairs of the new King. He therefore endeavoured 
to obtain fome poft of honour. But he was difap- 
pointed, and, in revenge, did every thing in his 
power to make thofe in adminiftration the objects of 
public ridicule and reproach. His licentious and 
profligate manners were fuch as excluded him from 
the fociety of the people of the firft clafles, whom 
it behoved to pay fome attention to perfonal digni- 
ty. His opinions were in the higheft degree cor- 
rupted, and he openly profefled Atheifm. This 
made him peculiarly obnoxious to the King, who was 
determined to correct the difturbances and difquiets 
which had arifen in the Pruffian ftates from the in- 
difference of his predeceflor in thofe matters. Mi- 
rabeau therefore attached himfelf to a junto of wri- 
ters and fcribblers, who had united in order to dif- 
feminate licentious principles, both in refpect of re- 
ligion and of government. His wit and fancy were 
great, and he had not perhaps his equal for eloquent 

and 
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and biting fatire. He was therefore carefled by 
thofe writers as a moft valuable acquifition to their 
Society. He took all this deference as his juft due; 
and was fo confident in his powers, and {o foolifh, 
as to advife, and even to admonifh, the King. 
Highly obnoxious by fuch conduét, he was excluded 
from any chance of preferment, and was exceeding- 
ly out of humour. In this ftate of mind he was in 
a fit frame for Illumination. Spartacus had been 
eyeing him for fome time, and at laft communicated 
this honour to him through the intermedium cf Mau- 
villon, another Frenchman, Lieutenant-Colonel in 
the fervice of the Duke of Brunfwick. ‘This perfor 
had been moft active during the formal exiflence of 
the Order, and had contributed much to its recep- 
tion in the Proteftant ftates—he remained long con- 
cealed. Indeed his Illumination was not known till 
the invafion of Holland by the French. Mauvillon 
then ftepped forth, avowed his principles, and re- 
commended the example of the French to the Ger- 
‘mans. ‘This encouragement brought even Philo 
again on the ftage, notwithflancing his refentment 
againft Spartacus, and his folemn declaration of hav- 
ing abjured all fuch focieties.—Thefe, and a thou- 
fand fuch faéts, fhow that the feeds of licentious 
Cofmopolitifm had taken deep root, and that cut- 
ting down the crop had by no means defiroyed the 
baneful plant. —But this is not all—a new method of 
cultivation had been invented, and immediately 
adopted, and it was now growing over all Europe in 
another form. 

I have already takén notice of the general perver- 
fion of the public mind which co-operated with the 
{chifms of Free Mafonry in procuring a liflening 
ear to Spartacus and his affociates. It will not be 
doubted but that the machinations of the Illuminati 
increafed this, even among thofe who did not enter 

inte 
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into the Order. It was eafier to dimitilh the refpect 
for civil eflablifhments in Germany than in almoft 
any other country. The frivolity of the ranks and 
court-offices in the different confederated petty {tates 
made it impoffible to combine dignity with the na- 
bits of a fcanty income.—lIt was {till eafier to expofe 
to ridicule and reproach thofe numberlefs abufes 
which the folly and the vices of men had introdu- 
ced into religion. The influence on the public mind 
which naturally attaches to the venerable office of a 
moral inftrudcior, was prodigioufly ditninifhed by the 
continual difputes of the Catholics and Proteftants, 
which were carried on with great heat in every litile 
principality. The freedom of enquiry, which was 
fupported by the ftate in Proteftant Germany, was 
terribly abufed, (for what will the folly of man not 
abufe?) and degenerated into a wanton licentiouf- 
nefs of thought, and a rage for fpeculation and fcep- 
ticifm on every fubje whatever. The ftruggle, 
which was originally between the Catholics and the 
Proteftants, had changed, during the gradual progrefs 
of luxury and immorality, into a conteft between 
reafon and fuperftition. And in this conteft the 
denomination of fuperftition had been gradually ex- 
tended to every doctrine which profeffed to be of 
divine revelation, and reafon was declared io be, for 
certain, the only way in which the Deity can inform 
the human mind, — 

Some refpectable Catholics had publifhed works 
filled with liberal fentiments. Thefe were repre- 
fented as villainous machinations to inveigle Protef- 
tants. On the other band; fome Protefrant divines 
had propofed to imitate this liberality by making con- 
ceffions which might enable a good Catholic to live 
more at eafe among the Proteftants, and might even 
accelerate an union of faiths. This was hooted be- 
yond meafure, as Jefvitical, and big with danger. 

While 
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While the fceptical junto, headed by the editors of 
the Deut/che Bibliothek and the Berlin Monat/chrift, 
were recommending every performance thatwas hof- 
tileto the eftablifhed faith of the country, Leuchtfen- 
ring was equally bufy, finding Jefuits in every corner, 
and went about with all the inquietude of a madman, 
picking upanecdetes. Zimmerman, the refpectable 
phyfician of Frederick King of Pruffia, gives a di- 
verting account of a vifit which he had from Leucht- 
fenring at Hanover, all trembling with fears of Je- 
fuits, and wifhing to perfuade him that his life was 
in danger from them. Nicholai was now on the 
hunt, and during this crufade Philo laid hands on 
him, being introduced to his acquaintance by Leucht- 
fenring, who was, by this time, cured of his zeal for 
Proteflanifm, and had become a.difciple of Illumi- 
natifm. Philo had gained his good opinion by the vi- 
olentattack which he had publifhed on the Jefuitsand 
Rofycrucians by the orders of Spartacus. —He had 
not far to go in gaining over Nicholai, who was at 
this time making a tour through the Lodges. The 
{parks of illumination which he perceived in many 
of them pleafed him exceedingly, and he very cheer- 
fully received the precious fecret from Philo. 

This acquifition to the Order was made in Janua- 
ry 1782. Spartacus was delighted with it, confider- 
ed Nicholai as a moft excellent champion, and gave 
him the name of Lucian, the great {coffer at all reli- 
gion, as aptly exprefling his character. 

Nicholai, on his return to Berlin, publifhed many 
volumes of his difcoveries. One would imagine 
that not a Jefuit had efcaped him. He mentions 
manv flrange fchifmatics, both in religion and in 
Mafonry-—But he never once mentionsan ///umina- 
tus.—When they were firft checked, and before the 
difcovery of the fecret correfpondence, he defended 
them, and ‘trongly reprobated the proceedings of the 

Elector 
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Ele&or of Bavaria, calling it vile perfecution.— 
Nay, after the difcovery of the letters found in 
Zwack's houfe, he perfifted in his defence, vindica- 
ted the poffeffion of the abominable receipts, and 
highly extolled the character of Weifhaupt.—But 
when the difcovery of papers in the houfe of Batz 
informed the public that he himfelf had long been 
an I/luminatus, he was fadly put to it to reconcile his 
defence with any pretenfions to religion*. 
Weifhaupt faved him from difgrace, as he thought, 
by his publication of the fyftem of Il!uminatifm— 
Nicholai then boldly faid that he knew no more of 
the Order than was contained in that book, that is, 
only the two firft degrees. 

But before this, Nicholai had made to himfelf a 
moft formidable enemy. The hiftory of this con- 
teft is curious in itfelf, and gives us a very inftructive 
picture of the machinations of that conjuration des 
philofopbes, or gang of {cribblers who were leagued 
againit the peace of the world. The reader will 
therefore find it to our purpofe. On the authority 
of a lady in Courland, a Countefs von der Recke, 
Nicholai had accufed Dr. Stark of Darmftadt (who 
made fuch a figure in Free Mafonry) of Jefuitifm, 
and of having even fubrnitted to the /onfurve. Stark 
was a moft reftlefs {pirii—had gone through every 
myftery in Germany, Illuminatifm excepted, and 
had ferreted out many of Nicholai’s hidden tranfac- 


* He impudently pretended that the papers containing the 
fyftem and doétrines of Illuminatifm, came to him at Berlin, from 
an inknown hand. But no one believed him—it was inconfiltent 
with what is faid of him in the fecret correfpondence. He had 
faid the fame thing concerning the French tranflation of the Let- 
ters on the Conftitution of the Pruffian States. Fifty copies were 
foundin his ware-houfe. He faid that they hadbeen fent from Straf- 
burg, and that he had never fold one of them.—Suppofing both 
thefe affertions to be true, it appears that Nicholai was confidered 
as a very proper hand for difperfing fuch poifon. 

tions. 
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tions. He was alfo an unwearied book-maker, and 
ie out thefe difcoveries by degrees, keeping the 
‘eof the public continually upon Nicholai. ` He 
iad fufpećted his Illumination for fome time paf, 
and when the fecret came out, by Spartacus’ letter, 
where he boalts of his acquifi.ion, calling Nicholai 
a moft fhirdy combatant, and faying that he was 
coniteniijimus, Stark left no ftone unturned till he 
difcovered that Nicholai had been initiated in all the 
horrid and molt profligate myfteries of Iluminatifm, 
and that Spartacus had at the very firft entrufted him 
with his moft darling fecrets, and advifed with him 
on many occafions* 
‘This complete blafting of his moral character 
could not be patientiy borne, and Nicholai was in 
his turn the bitter enemy of Stark, and, in the pa- 


* Of this we have complete proof in the private correfpond- 
ence. Philo, {peaking in one of his letters of the gradual change 
which was to be produced in the minds of their pupils from Chrilti« 
anity to Deifm, fays, ‘* Nicholai informs me, that even the pious 
«& Zollikofer has now been convinced that it would be proper to fet 
“© up a deiftical church in Berlin.”? It is in vain that Nicholai 
fays that his knowledge of the Order was only of what Weifhaupt 
had pubiithed; for Philo fays that that corrected fyftem had not 
been introduced into it when he quitted itin 1784. But Nicholai 
deferves no credit—he is one of the mott fcandalous examples of 
the operation of the principles of Weifhaupt. He procured ad- 
milion into the Lodges of Free Mafons and Rofycrucians, merely 
to a&t the difhonourable part of a fpy, and he betrayed their fecreta 
as far as he could. In the appendix to the 7th volume of his 
journey, he declaims againft the Templar Mafons, Rofycrucians, 
and Jefuits, for their blind fubmiffion to unknown fuperiors, for 
their fuperftitions, their priefthoods, and their bafe principles—and 
yet had been five years in a fociety in which all thefe were carried 
to the greateft height. He remains true to the Illuminati alone, 
becaule they had the fame obje& in view with himfelf and his 
atheiitical affociates, His defence of Proteftantifm is all a cheat ; 
and perhaps he may be confidered as an enemy equally formidable 
with Weithaupt himfelf. This is the reafon why he occupies fo 
many of thefe pages. i 
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roxyfins of his anger, publifhed every idle tale, al- 
though he was often obliged to contradict them in the 
next Review. In the courfe of this attack and de- 
ence, Dr. Stark di'covered the revival of the Illu- 
minati, or at leait a fociety which carried on the 
fame great work in a fomewhat different way. 

Dr. Stark had written a defence againft one of Ni- 
cholai's accufations, and withed to have it printed at 
Leipzig. He therefore “lent the manufcript to a 
friend, whorelided there. This friend immediate- 
ly propofed it to a soll im m proper person, Mr. Pott, 
who had written an AG Y CONS commentary on the 
King of Pruffia’s edict for the uniformity of religious 
worlhip in his dominions. This is one of the moft 
thamelefs attacks on the efiablifhed faith of the na- 
tion, and the authority and conduct of the Prince, 
that can be imagined. Stark's friend was ignorant 
of this, and {poke to Pott, as the partner of the 
great publifher Walther. They, without hefitation, 
undertook the publifhing; but when fix weeks had 
paffed over, Stark’s friend found thai it was not be- 
gun. Some exceptionable paflages, which treated 
with difrefpedt the religion of Reafon, were given 
asthe cauie of delay ; and he was told that the au- 
thor had been written to about them, but had net yet 
returned an anfwer. This was afterwards found to 
be falfe. Then a paffage in the preface was objeđl- 
ed to, as treating roughly a lady inCourland, which 
Walther could not print, becaufe he had connections 
with that court. The author muft be entreated to 
change his expreffions. After another delay, paper 
was wanting. The MS. was withdrawn. Walther 
now faid that he would print it immediately, and 
again got it into his hands, promifing to fend the 
fheets as they came from the prefs. Thefe not ap- 
pearing for a long time, the agent made enquiry, 
and found that it was fent to Michaelis at Halie, to 
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be printed there. The agent immediately went 
thither, and found that it was printing with great al- 
terations, another title, and a guide or key, in which 
the work was perverted and turned into ridicule by 
a Dr. Balardt, who refided in that neighbourhood, 

An action of recovery and damages was immediately 
commenced at Leipzig, and after much conteft, an 
interdict was put on Michaelis’s edition, and a pro- 
per edition was ordered immediately from Walther, 
with fecuritty that it fhould appear before Bahrdt’s 
key. Yet when it was produced at the next fair, 

the bookfellers had been already fupplied with the 
fpurious edition ; and as this was accompanied by 
the key, it was much more faleable ware, and com- 
pletely {upplanted the other. 

This is {ureiy a {trong inftance of the machina- 
tions by which the Illuminati have attempted to 
deftroy the Liberty of the Prefs, and the power 
they have to difcourage or fupprefs any thing that 
is not agreeable to the tafte of the literary junto. 
It was in the courfe of this tranifaction that Dr: 
Stark’s agent found people talking in the coffee- 
houfes of Leipzig and Halle of the advantages of 
public librarics, and of libraries by fubfcription, 
in every town, where perfons could, ata fmall ex- 
pence, fee what was paffing in the learned world, 
As he could not but acquietce in thefe points, they 
who held this language began to talk of a gene- 
ral Affociation, which fhould act in concert over 
all Germany, and make a fuil communication of 
its numerous literary productions by forming fo- 
cieties for reading and inftruction, which ould 
„be regularly fupplied with every publication. Fly- 
ing fheets and pamphlets were afterwards put into 
his hands, ftating the great ufe of fuch an Affoci- 
ation, and the cfe& which it would fpeedily pro- 
duce by erlightening the nation, By and by he 
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learned that fuch an Affociation did really exift, 
and that it was called the GERMAN UNION, for 
ROOTING OUT SUPERSTITION AND PREJUDICES, 
AND ADVANCING TRUE CHRISTIANITY. On 
enquiry, however, he found that this was to be a 
Secret Society, becaufe it had to combat prejudi- 
ces which were fupported by the great of this 
world, and becaufe its aim was to promote that 
general information which priefts and defpots 
dreaded above all things. ‘This Affociation was 
acceflible only through the reading focieties, and 
caths of fecrecy and fidelity were required. In 
fhort, it apppeared to be the old fong of the Illu- 
minati. 

This difcoyery was immediately announced te 
the public, in an anonymous publication in defence 
of Dr. Stark. It is fuppofed to be his own per- 
formance. It difclofes a {cene of complicated 
villiany and folly, in which the Lady in Courland 
makes a very ftrange figure. She appears to be a 
wild fanatic, deeply engaged in magic and ghoft- 
raifing, and leagued with Nicholai, Gedicke, and 
Biefter, againft Dr, Stark. He is very conipletely 
cleared of the facts alledged againft him ; and his 
three male opponents appear void of all principle 
and enemies of all religion. Stark however would, 
in Britain, be a very fingular character, confider- 
ed as a clergyman. ‘The frivolous fecrets of Ma- 
fonry have either engroffed his whole mind, or he 
has laboured in them asa lucrative trade, by which 
he took advantage of the folly of others, The 
conteft between Stark and the Triumvirate at 
Berlin engaged the public attention much more 
than we fhould imagine that a thing of {o private 
a nature would do, Butthe characters were very 
notorious ; and it turned the attention of the pub- 
lic to thofe clandeftine attacks which were made 

in 
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in every quarter on the civil and religtous eftablith- 
ments, it wasebvious to cvery perion, that thete 
reading fccieties had all on a fudden become very 
numerous; and the churaéers of thofe who pu- 
tronifed them ony increafed the ivfpicions which 
were now raifed. 

She firft work that {peaks exprefsly of the Cer- 
man Uuion, is a very fenfible performance * Gi 
“ the Right of Princes to direct the Religion of their 
t Subjects,” ‘Che next isa curious work, a fort 
of narrative Dialogue on the Characters cf Nicio- 
lai, Gedicxe, and Biefler, {t is chiefiy occupied 
with the conteft with Dr, Stark, but in the 6th 

part, it treats particularly of the ‘Ger må a Unions 

About the fame time appeared fome far ther ac- 
count, ina book culled archives of Fanaticifn and 
Lui indtil: But all thefe accounts are very 
vague and unfatisfactory. The fulleft account is 
to be had in a work publif ied at Le “ipZig by Gol- 

chen the bookfeller. [tis entitled, ‘* Mere Notes 
** than Text, or the German Union of XXIL, a ncw 
et Secret Society for the Geod of Mankind,” Leip- 
zig 1789. The publifher fays that it was fert 
him by an unknown hand, and that he publifhed 
it with all {peed, on account of the many mif- 
chiefs which this Society, (of which he bad be- 
fore heard feveral reports,) might do to the world, 
and to the trade, if allowed to go on Wareing i fi 
fecret, From this wor k, therefore, we may form 
a notion of this redoubtabie Society, anc judge 
how far it is pra@ticable to prevent fuch fecret 
machinations anil the peace and spud nels of 
mankind, 

"There is another w orks tt Further information 
concerning the German Union (Nahere Belcuch- 
“ tung der “Deutfche Union ,) alfa frowing how, 
“ fora moderate price, cue tiay become a Scotch 
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“ Free Mafu” Frankford and Leipzig, 1789. 
The author fays the’ he had ail the papers is his 
hands; whereas tke author of More Notes ihan 
Text ack hey URES the want of lome, Eur very 
little additional! light is thrown on the fuvic& by 
this work, and the firit is {tili the moft inf: nine 
aud will chiefly be followed in the acccunt which 
is pow to be laid before the reader, 

The bosk More Notes than Text contains plans 
and letters, which the ‘Pwenty-two Inited Bre- 
thren have ‘allowed to be given out, and of which 
the greateft part were printed, but were entrufted 
‘only to aflured members. 

No, I is the firft plan, printed on a fingle quar- 
to page, and is addr efed, To all tke Friends of Rea- 
fou, of Truth, and of Virtue, Tr is pretty weil 
written, and ftatesamong other things, that ‘* be- 
** caufe a great number of perfons are labouring, 
“& with united effort, to bring Reafon under the 
*¢ yoke, and to prevent all inftruction, it is there- 
s fore neceflary that there be 2 combi::ation which 
& fhall work in oppofition to them fo that mar- 
« kind may not fink anew into irrecoverable bar- 
« barifm, when Reafon and Virtue fhall have been 
« completely fubdued, cverpowered by the re- 
« ftgaints which are put on our opinions,” 
« For this noble purpofe a company of twenty- 
“& two perfons, public inftructors, and men in pri- 
«& vate ftations, have united themielves, according 
“ to a plan which they have had under confidera- 
*¢ tion for more than a year and a half, and which, 
‘¢ in their opinion, contains a method that is fair 
“ and irrefiftible by any human power, for pro- 
‘¢ moting the enlightening and forming of man- 
“« kind, end that will gradually remove all the ob- 
t ftacles which fuperitition fupported by force 
“ has hitherto put in the way.” 


his 
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This addrefs is intended for an enlifting adver- 
tifemeni, and, after a few infignificant remarks 
on the Affociation, a rix-dahler is required along 
with the fubfcription of acquiefcence in the plan, 
as a compenfation for the expences attending this 
mode of intimation and confent. 

Whoever pays the rix-dahler, and declares his 
wifh to join the Affociation, reccives in a few days, 
No. IIL. which isa form of the Oath of fecrecy, 
alfo printed on a fingle sto page, Having fubf{crib- 
ed this, and given a full defignation of himfelf, 
he returns it agrecably to a certain addrefs; and 
foon after, he gets No, IU. printed on a ato fheet. 
This number contains what is called the Second 
Plan, to which all the fubfequent plans and circu- 
lar ietters refer. A copy therefore of this will 
give us a pretty full and juft notion of the Order, 
and its mode of declaration. It is intitled, 


The Plan of the Twenty-Two, 


and begins with this declaration ; ** We have unit- 
‘* ed, in order to accomplifh the aim of the ex- 
t alted Founder of Chriftianity, viz. the enlighten- 
« ing of mankind, and the dethronement of fu- 
‘* nerftition and fanaticifm, by means of a fecret 
*¢ fraternization of all who love the work of God. 
*¢ Our firft exertion, which has already been 
very extenfive, confifts in this, that, by means 
of confidential perfons, we allow ourfelves to 
be announced every where as a Society united 
for the above-mentioned purpofe; and we in- 
“ vite and admit into brotherhoed with ourfelves 
“ every perfon who has a fenfe of the importance 
of this matter, and wifhes to apply to us and 
“ {ee our plans. l 
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‘© We labour firft of all to draw into our Afo- 
ciation all good and learned writers. This we 
imagine will be the eafier obtained, as they 
muft derive an evident advantage from ir. 
Next to fuch men, we {eek to gain the matters 
and fecretaries of the Poft-offices, in order to 
facilitate our correfpondence, 

“ Befides thefe, we receive perfons of every 
condition and fiation, excepting princes and 
their minifters, Their favourites, however, 
may be admitted, and may be ufeful by their 
influence in behalf of Truth and Virtue, 

*¢ When any perfon writes to us, we fend him 
an oath, by which he muft abjure ail treachery 
or difcovery of the Affociation, till circum- 
{tances fhall make it proper for us to come for- 
ward and fhow ourlelves to the world. When 
he fubfcribes the oath, he receives the plan, and 
if he finds this to be what fatisfies his mind as 
a thing good and honourable, he becomes our 
friend only in fo far as he endeavours to gain 
over his friends and acquaintances, Thus 
we learn who are really our zealous friends, 
and our numbers increafe in a double pro- 
portion, 

& This procedure is to continue till Provi- 
dence fhall fo far blefs our endeavours, that 
we acquire an active Brother and coadjutor in 
every place of note, where there is any lite- 
rary profeffion; and for this purpofe we have 
a fecretary and proper office in the center of 
the Affociation, where every thing is expedit- 
ed, and all reports received. When this happy 
epoch arrives, we begin our fecond operation,” 


That is to fay, 


ce 


‘¢ ‘We intimate to all the Brotherhood in every 
quarter, on a certain day, ‘Aaf THE GERMAN 
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UNION fas now acquired a confificice, and we 
now divide the fraternifed part of’ the nation 
into ten or twelve Provinces or Diccefes, each 
dire&ed by its Dioce/an at his ofice ; and thefe 
are fo arranged in due fubordination, that all 
bufincfS comes into the UNION-HOUSE as into 
the center of the whole. 

** Agreeably to this manuer of proceeding there 
are two claffesof the Brotherhood, the Ordi- 
nary and the Managing Brethren, The latter 
alone know the aim of the affociation, and all 
the means for attaining it; and they alone 
conftitute the Unton, the name, and the con- 
neftion of which is not intended to be at all 
conipicuous in the world. 

* Yo this end the bufinefS taxes a new exter- 
nal form. The Brethren, to wit, {peak not of 
the Union ia the places where they refide, nor 
of a Sec‘ety, nor of enlightening the people ; 
but they allembie, and a& together in every 
quarter, merely as a LITERARY SOCIETY, 
brine into it all the lovers of reading and of 
wfeful knowledge; and fuch in fa& are the 
Ordinary Brethren, who only know that an 
Affociation exifts in their place of refidence 
for the encouragement of literary men, but 
by no means that it has any conneétion with 
any other fimilar Society, and that they all 
conftitute one whole, But thefe Societies will 
naturally point out to the intelligent Brethren 
fuch perfons as are proper to be {elected for 
carrying forward the great work, For per- 
fons of a ferious turn of mind are not mere 
loungers in fuch company, but fhow in their 
converfation the intereft they take in real in- 
trudtion, And the calt of thew reading, which 
muf not be checked in the beginning in the 
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{nallet degree, although it may be gradually 
directed to proper fubjects of information, will 
peint out in the moft unequivecal manner their 
peculiar ways of thinking on the important 
fubjects conne&ed with our great object, Here, 
therefore, the active Brethren will cbferve in 
fecret, and will fele& thofe whom they think 
valuable acquifitions to the facred Unicn, They 
will invite fuch perfons to unite with them- 
felves in their endeavours to enlighten the 
reit of mankind, by calling their attention to 
profitable fubjects of reading, and to proper 
books, Reacing Societies, therefore, are to be 
formed in every quarter, and to be furnifhed 
with proper books. In this provifion attention 
muft be paid to two things, The tafte of the 
public muft be complied with, that the So- 
ciety may have any effe& at all in bringing 
men together who are born for fomewhat more 
than juft to look about them. But the general 
taite may, and muft alfo be carefully and fkil- 
fully dire&ted to fubjects that will enlarge the 
comprehenfion, will fortify the heart, and, by 
habituating the mind to novelty, and to fuc- 
cefsful difcovery, both in phyfics and in morals, 
will hinder the timid from being ftartled at 
doctrines ‘and maxims which are fingular, or 
perhaps oppofite to thofe which are current 
in ordinary fociety. Commonly a man {peaks 
as if he thought he was uttering his own fen- 
timents, while he is only echoing the ‘general 
found. Our minds are dreffed in a prevailing 
fafhioa as much as our bodies, and with ftuff 
as little congenial to fentiment, as a piece 
of woollen cloth is to the human fkin. So care- 
lefs and indolent are men, even in what they 
call ferious converfation, ‘Till reflection be- 
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comes a habit, what is really a thought ftartles, 
however fimple, and, if really uncommon, it 
aftonifhes and confounds. Nothing, therefore, 
can fo powerfully tend to the improvement of 
the human character, as well-managed Read- 
ing Societies. 

& When thefe have been eftablifhed in different 
places, we muft endeavour to accomplifh the 


following intermediate plans: 1, To introduce 


a general literary Gazette or Review, which, 
by uniting all the learned Brethren, and com- 
bining with judgment and addrefs all their 
talents, and fteadily proceeding according to 
a diftingét and precife plan, may in time fup- 
plant every other Gazette, a thing which its 
intrinfic merit and comprchenfive plan will 
eafily accomplifh, 2. To felect a fecretary for 
our Society, who fhall have it in charge to 
commiffion the books which they fhall feie& 
in conformity to the great aim of the Affocia- 
tion, and who fhall undertake to commiflion 
all other books for the curious in his neigh- 
bourhood., If there be a bookfeller in the place, 
who can be gained over and {worn into the 
Society, it will be proper to choofe him for 
this office, fince, as will be made more 
plain afterwards, the trade will gradually 
come into the plan, and fall into the hands 
of the Union. © 
“« And now, every eye can perceive the pro- 
grefve moral influence which the Union will 
acquire on the nation, Let us only conceive 
what fuperftition will lofe, and what inftruc- 
tion muft gain by this; when, 1. In every 
Reading Society the books are feleéted by our 
Fraternity. 2. When we have confidential 
perfons in every quarter, who will make it 
eE their 
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their ferious concern to fpread fuch perform- 
ances as promote the enlightening of mankind, 


‘and to introduce them even into every cot- 


tage. 3. When we kave the loud voice of the 
public on our fide, and fince we are able, 
either to banifh into the fhade ali the fanatical 
writings which appear in the reviews that are 
commonly read, or to warn the public againft- 
them; and, on the other hand, to bring into 
notice and recommend thofc performances 
alone which give light to the human mind. 
4. When we by degrees bring the whole trade 
of bookfelling into our hands, (as the good 
writers will fend all their performances into . 
the market through our means) we fhall bring 
it about, that at laft the writers who labour in. 
the caufe of fuperftition and reftraint, will 
have neither a publifher nor readers. 5. When, 
laftly, by the fpreading of our Fraternity, all 
good hearts and fenfible men will adhere to 
us, and by our means will be put in a con- 
dition that enables them to work in filence 
upon all courts, families, and individuals in 
every quarter, and acquire an influence in the 
appointment of court-officers, ftewards, fecre- 
taries, parifh-priefts, public teachers, and pri- 
vate tutors. 

“ Remark, That we fhall {peedily get the trade 
into our hands, (which was formerly the aim 


‘of the Affociation called the GeleArtenbuch- 


handlung ) is conceivable by this, that every 
writer who unites with us immediately acquires 
a triple number of readers, and finds friends 
in every place who promote the fale of his 
performance; fo that his gain is increafed ma- 
nifeld, and confequently all will quit the book- 
feliers, alid accede to us by degrees, Had the 

** above 
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“ above named Affociation beén conftruéted in 
t this manner, it would, long ere now, have 
& been the only fop in Germany.” 

The book called Fuller Information, &c. gives 
a more particular account of the advantages held 
forth to the literary manufacturers of Germany 
by this Unibn for God’s work. The clafs of lite- 
rary Brothers, cr writers by trade, was divided 
into Mefopilites, Aldermen, Men, and Cadets. 

The Mesorovires, cr Metropolitans; are to 
be attached to the archive-officc, and to be taken 
care of in the Union-houfe, when in flraits through 
age or misfortune. They will be occupied in the 
department of the {ciences or arts, which this 
Affeciation profefs principally to cheri. They 
are alfo Brethren of the third degree of Scotch 
Free Mafonry, a qualification to be explained af- 
terwards, The Union-houfe is a building which 
the oftenfible Founder of the Union profefled to 
have acquired, or f{peedily to acquire at —, 
through the favour and protection of a German 
Prince, who is not named. 

ALDERMEN are perfons who hold public of- 
fices, and are engaged to exercife their genius and 
talents in the {ciences, ‘Thefe alfo are Brothers of 
the third rank of Scotch Free Mafonry, and out 
of their number are the Diocefans and the Direc- 
tors of the Reading Societies feletted. 

The members who are defigned fimply Men, 
are Brothers of the fecond rank of Mafonry, and 
have alfo a definite {cientific occupation afligned 
them. 

The CapeTs are writers who have not yet 
merited any particular honours, but have exhi- 
bited fufficient difpefitions and talents for differ- 
ent kinds of literary manufacture, 


Every 
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Every member is bound to bring the produc- 
tions of his genius to market through the Union, 
An Alderman receives for an original work de per 
cent. of the returns, and 7o for a tranflation. Whe 
member of the next olal receives Go, and the 
Cadet go. As to the expence of printing, the Al- 
derman pays nothing, even though the work 
mould he on hand uniold ; but the Mun and the 
Cadet muft pay one-half. “Three months after 
publication at the fairs au account is brought in, 
and after this, yearly, when and in what mauner 
the author {hail delire, 

In every Diocefe will be eftablifhed at leat one 
Reading Society, cf which near Soo are pro- 
pofed. Yo each of thefe will a copy of an Aider- 
man's work be fent. The fame favour wiil be 
fhown to a differtation by a Man, or by a Cadet, 
provided that the manuicript is documented } by 
an Alderman, or formally < approve by him upon 
ferious perufal. This “primatur, which mult be 
confidered as a powerful recommendation of the 
work, is to be publifhed in the Generali Review or 
Gazetie. This is to be a vehicle of political as 
well as of literary news; and it is hoped that, by 
its intrinfic worth, suit the recommendation of 
the members, it will foon fo pplant all others, 
(With refpec&t to afiairs of the Union, a fort of 
cypher was to be employed in it. Each Diocefan 
was there defigned by a letter, of a fize that 
marked his rank, and each member by a number. 
It was to appear weekly, at the very finall price 
of five-and-twenty fhillings.)—But let us return 
to the plan. 

When every thing has been eftablifhed in the 
manner fet forth above, the Union will affume 
the following republican form, (the reader al- 
ways recollecting that this is not to appear to 

the 
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the world, and to be known only to the manag- 
ing Brethren, 


Here, however, there is a great blank. The 
above-named fetch of this Conttitution did not 
come to the hands of the perfon who furnifhed 
the bookfeller with the reft of the information, 
But we have other decuments which give fufh- 
cient information for our purpofe. In the mean 
time, let us juft take the papers as they ftand, 

No. IV. Contains a lift of the German Union, 
which the fender received in manufcript. Here 
we find many names which we fhould not have 
expected, and mils many that were much more 
likely to have been partners in this patriotic 
{cheme. ‘There are feveral hundred names, but 
very few defignations; fo that it is diticult to 
point out the individuals to the public. Some 
however are defigned, and the writer obferves 
that names are found, which, when applied to 
fome individuals whom he knows, accord furprif- 
ingly with the anecdotes that are to be feen in the 
private correfpondence of the Lluminati, and in 
the romance called Materials for the Hiftory of 
Socratifm (Illuminatifm)*, It is but a difagree- 
able remark, that the liftcf the Union contains 


* This, by the by, is a very curious and entertaining work, 
and, had the whole affair been better known in this country, 
would have been a much better antidote againft the baneful 
efie&ts of that Affociation than any thing that I can give to 
the public, being written with much accutenefs and knowledge 
of the human mind, and agreeably diverfified with anecdote and 
ivonical exhibition of the affected wifdom and philanthropy of 
the knavith Founder and his coadjutors. If the prefent imper- 
fect and defultory account fhall be found to intereft the public, I 
donbt not but that a tranflation of this novel, and fome other 
fanciful performances on the fubjeét, will be read with entertain- 
ment and profit. 

the 
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the namesof many public teachers, both from the 
pulpit, and from the accademic chair in ail its 
degrees; and among thefe are feveral whofe cy- 
phers fhow that they have been ative hands, 
Some of thefe have in their writings given evi- 
dent proofs of their miiconception of the fimple 
truths, whether dogmatical or hiftorical, of re- 
vealed religion, or of their inclination to twift 
and imanufaéture them fo as to chime in with the 
religion end morality of the Sages of France. But 
it is more diftrefling to meet with unequivocal 
names of fome who profefs in their writings to 
confider thefe fubjeéts as an honeft man fhould 
confider them, that is, according to the plain and 
common fenfe of the words; whereas we have 
demonftrative proofs that the German Union had 
the diametrically oppofite purpofe in view. The’ 
only female in the lift is the Crajin von dcr Recke, 
the Lady who gave Dr. Stark of Darmfiadt fo 
much trouble about his Zon/ure. This Lady, as 
we have already feen, could not occupy herfeif 
with the frivolity of drefs, flirtation, or domef- 
tic cares. ** Femina fonte patet, vir pedore,” She 
was not pleafed however at finding her name in 
fuch a Plebeian lift, and gave oath, along with 
Biefter at the centre, that fhe was not of the Af- 
fociation. I fee that the public was not fatisfied 
with this denial, The Lady has publifhed fome 
more fcandal again{t Stark fince that time, and 
takes no notice of it; and there have appeared 
many accounts of very ferious literary connec- 
tions between thefe two perfons and the man who 
was afterwards difcovered to be the chief agent 
of the Union, 

No. V. is an important document. It isa letter 
addrefied to the {worn members of the Union, re- 
minding the beloved fellow-workers that *“ the by- 

gone 
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“ gone management of the bufinefs has been ex- 
** penfive, and that the XXII. do not mean to make 
“ any particular charge for their own compenfation. 
“ But that it was neceffary that all and each of the 
‘* members thould know precifely the object of the 
 Affociation, and the way which mature confidera- 
“ tion had pointed out as the mofl effe€tual method 
* of attaining thisobject. Then, and not till then, 
** could the worthy members act“by one plan, and 
t confequently with united force. ‘To accomplifh 
+t this purpofe, one of their number had compoted 
“ a Treatife on Inflrudtion, and the means of promot- 
“ ing it®” This work has been revifed by the whole 
number, and may be confidered as the refult of their 
deepeft reflection. They fay, that it would bea 
fignal misfortune {hould this Affociation, this under- 
taking, fo important for the happinefs of mankind, 
be cramped in the very beginning of its brilliant 
progrefs. They therefore propofe to print this 
work, this Holy Scripture of their faith and practice, 
by fubfcription. (They here give a fhort account 
of the work.) And they requeft the members to 
encourage the work by fubicribing, and by exerting 
more than their ufual activity in procuring fub{crip- 
tions, and in recommending the performance in the 
newlpapers. Four pertis. are named as Diocefans, 
who are to receive the money, which they beg may 
be fpeediiy advanced in order to purchafe paper, 
that the work may be ready for the firft fair (Eater 
1788. ) X, 

No. VI. isa printed paper (as is No. V.) without 
date, farther recommending the Effay on Inftruétion. 
No. Vil. isin manufcript, without date. It is ad- 


* Ucker ausrxraranc und deren Beforderungs-Mittel. The only 
proper trasfation of this word would be, clearing up or enlighten» 
ing. Jnfiruditon feems the fiugle word that comes neareft to the 
ovecife meaning of 4ufk/arung, but is net fynonymous. 

creffed 
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dreffed to ** a worthy man,” intimating that the like 
are fent to others, to whom will alfo fpeedily be for- 
warded an improved plan, with a requeft to cancel ' 
or deftroy the former contained in No. III. It is 
added, that the Union now contains, among many 
others, more than two hundred of the moft refpec- 
table perfons in Germany, of every rank and condi- 
tion, and that in the courfe of the year, (1788,) a 
general lift will be fent, with a requeft that the re- 
ceiver will point out fuch as he does not think wor- 
thy of perfect confidence. It concludes with ano- 
ther recommendation cf the book on Iufiruétion, on 
the returns from which firft work of the German 
Union the fupport of the fecretary’s office is to de- 
end. 

Accordingly No. VIII. contains this plan, but it 
is not entitled The Improved Plan. Such a denomi- 
nation would have calledin doubt the infallibility of 
the XXII. It is therefore called the Progrefive 
(vorlaufig) plan, a title which leaves room for every 
fubfequent change. It differs from the former only 
in fome unimportant circumftances. Some exprei- 
fions, which had given offence or raifed fufpicions, 
are foftened or cancelled. Two copies of this, which 
we may call A and B, are given, differing alfo in 
fome circumftances. 

“ The great aim of the German Union is the good 
“ of mankind, which is to be attained only by means 
“ of mental illumination ( Auffk/arung) and the de- 
‘‘throning of fanaticifm and moral defpotifm.” 
Neither paper has the expreflion which immediately 
followed in the former plan, “ that this had been 
“the aim of the exalted founder of Chriftianity.” 
The paper A refers, on the prefent fubje&t, to a dif- 
fertation printed in 1787, without a name, Ox the 
freedom of the Prefs and its Limitation. ‘This is one 
of the moft licentious pieces that has been publifhed 

2E on 
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on the fubject, not only enforcing the moft unquali- 
fied liberty of publifhing every thing a man pleafes, 
but exemplifying it in the mofl (candalous manner ; 
libelling charaers of every fort, and perfons of eve- 
ry condition, and this frequently in the moft abu- 
five language, and expreffions fo coarfe, as fhewed 
the author to be either habituated to the coarfeft com- 
paty, or determined to try boldly once forall, what 
the public eye can bear. The piece goes on: ** The 
‘ Union confiders it asa chief part of its fecret plan 
“t of operation, to include the trade of bookfelling 
in their circle. By getting hold of this, they 
have it in their power to increafe the number of 
writings which promote inftruction, and to leffen 
that of thofe which mar it, fince the authors of 
the latter will by degrees lofe both their publifh- 
ers and their readers. ‘That the prefent book- 
fellers may do them no harm, they will by degrees 
draw in the greater part of them to unite with 
them.”—The literary newfpaper is here flrongly 
infifted on, and, in addition to what was faid in the 
former plan, itis faid, “that they will include po- 
t litical news, as of mighty influence on the public 
mind, and as a fubject that merits the clofeft at- 
tention of the moral infiructor. For what illumi- 
nation is that mind fufceptible of, that is fo blind- 
ed by the prejudice created and nurfed by the 
habits of civil fubordination, that it worlhips ftu- 
pidity or wickednefs under a coronet, and negleds 
talents and virtue under the bearfkin cap of the 
“ boor? We muft therefore reprefent political 
tranfaclions, and public occurrences, not as they 
affect that artificial and fantaftical creature of ima- 
gination that we fee every where around us wheel- 
ed about in a chariot, but as it affectsa MAN, ra- 
tional, active, free born man. By thus ftripping 
the tranfaction of all foreign circumftances, we 
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‘t fee it as it affects, or ought to affect, ourfelves. 
“ Be allured that this new form of political intelli- 
“ gence will be highly interefting, and that the 
* Gazette of the Union will foon fuperfede all others, 
‘ and, of itfelf, will defray all our neceflary ex- 
_ “t pences.’ 

This is followed by {ome allufions to a fecret cor- 
refpondence that is quick, unfufceptible of all dif- 
covery or treachery, and attended with no expence, 
by which the bufinefs of the fecret plan (different 
From either of thofe communicated to the fworn Bre- 
thren at large) is carried on, and which puts the 
members in a condition to learn every thing that 
goes on in the world, for or againft their caufe, and 
alfo teaches them to know mankind, to gain an in- 
fluence over ail, and enables them effectually to pro- 
mote their beft fubjeâs into all offices, &c. and finally, 
from which every member, whether ftatefman, mer- 
chant, or writer, can draw his own advantages. Some 
paflages here and in another place make r irnagine 
that the Union hoped to get the command of the 
poft-offices, by having their Brethren in the di- 
rection. l 

It is then faid, that ‘ it is fuppofed that the levy 
“ will be fufficiently numerous in the {pring of the 
“ enfuing vear. When this takés place, a general 
‘*« fynod will be held, in which the plan of /ecret 
‘* operations will be finally adjufted, and accommo- 
‘* dated to local circumftances, fo as to be digelted 
‘** into a law that will need no farther alteration. A 
‘* proper perfon will fet off from this fynod, with 
** full powers to vifit every quarter where there are 
‘* fworn Brethren, and he will there eftablifh a 
“ Lodge after the ancient fimple ritual, and will 
‘** communicate verbally the plan of fecret opera- 
‘* ration, and certain inftruGions. Thefe Lodges 
* will then eftablifh a managing fund or box. Each 
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Lodge will alfo eftablifh a Reading Society, under 
the management of a bookfeller refiding in the 
place, or of fome perfon acquainted with the me- 
chanical condudt of things of this nature. There 
muft alfo be a collector and agent, (Expediteur,) 
fo that in a moment the Union will have its of- 
fices or comptoirs in every quarter, through which 
it carries on the trade of bookfelling, and guides 
the ebb and flow of its correfpondence. And thus 
the whole machine will be fet in motion, and its 
activity is all dire&ed from the centre.” 

I remark, that here we have not that exclufion of 


Princes and minifters that was in the former plan; 
they are not even mentioned. The exclufion in ex- 
prefs terms could not but furprife people, and ap- 
pear fomewhat fufpicious. 


No. IX. is a printed circular letter to the fworn 


Brethren, and is fub{cribed * by their truly affociat- 
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ed Brother Barthels, Oderamt/man (firt bailiff) 
for the King of Pruffia, at Halle on the Saal.” 
In this letter the Brethren are informed thai * the 
XXII. were wont to meet fometimes at Halle, and 
fometimes at Berlin. But unavoidable circum- 
ftances oblige them not only to remain concealed 
for fometime, but even to give up their relation 
to the Union, and withdraw themfelves from any 
{hare in its proceedings. Thefe circumftances 
are but temporary, and will be completely ex- 
plained in due time. They truft, however, that 
this neceflary ftep on their part will not abate the 
zeal and activity of men of noble minds, engag- 
ed in the caufe by the conviction of their own 
hearts. They lave therefore communicated to 
their worthy Brother Bagtuecs all neceflary in- 
formations, and have unanimoufly conferred on 
him the direction of the fecretary’s office, aud 
have provided him with every document and 
“ mean 
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mean of carrying on the correfpondence. He has 
devoted himfelf to the honourable office, giving 
up all other employments. They obferve that by 
this change in the manner of proceeding, the Af- 
fociation is freed from an objection made with 
juitice to all other fecret focieties, namely, that 
the members fubject themfelves to blind and un- 
qualified fubmiflion to unknown fuperiors.”— 
‘Lhe Society is now inthe hands of its own avow- 
ed members. Every thing will foon be arranged 
according to a conftitution purely republican; a 
Diocefan will be chofen, and will direct in every 
province, and report to the centre every fecond 
month, and inftructions and other informations 
will iffue in like manner from the centre. 
“ If this plan fhall be approved of by the Affo- 
ciated, H. Barthels will tranfmit to all the Dio- 
cefes general lifts of the Union, and the Pran or 
Secret Operation, the refult of deep medita- 
tion of the XXII. and admirably calculated for 
carrying on with irrefiftable efect their noble and 
patriotic plan. To ftop all cabal, and put an end 
to all ander and fu!picion, H. Barthels thinks it 
proper that the Union fhall flep forward, and de- 
clare itfelf to the world, and openly name fome 
of its moft refpectable members. ‘The public 
muft however be informed only with refpeĉ to 
the exterior of the Society, for which purpofe he 
had written a fheet to be annexed as an appendix 
to the work, Ox Jxffruéion, declaring that to be 
the work of the Society, and a fufficient indica- 
tion of its moft honourable aim. He defires 
fuch members as choofe to fhare the honour 
with him, to fend him their names and proper 
defignations, that they may appear in that Ap- 
pendix. And, laftly, he requefts them to in- 
{truét him, and co-operate with him, according 
«es to 
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& to the concerted rules of the Union, in promot: 
& ing the caufe of God and the happinefs of man- 
& kind.” 

The appendix now alluded to makes No. X. of 
the packet fent to the Bockieller Gotchen of Leip- 
zig, and is dated December 1788. It is alfo found 
in the book On InfiruGion, &c. printed at Leipzig 
in 1789, by Walther, Here, however, the Appen- 
dix is dated January 1789. "This edition agrees in 
the main with that in the book from which I 
have made fuch copious extracts, but differs in 
fome particulars that are not unworthy of remark, 

“ In the packet it is written, ‘* Zhe Under- 
“ figned as Member and Agent of the German 
** Union, in order to rectify feveral miftakes and 
injurious flanders and accufations, thinks it ne- 
** ceffary thatthe public itfelf fhould judge of their 
** object and conduct.”—Towards the end it is 
faid, ‘and all who have any doubts may apply 
t to thofe named below, and are invited to write 
* to them.” No names however are fubjoined, 
In the Appendix to the book it is only faid, ‘* the 
** agent of the German Union,” &c. and "es per- 
“ fons who wifh to be better informed may write 
“ to the agent, under the addrefs, To the-German 
‘© Uniou—under cover to the fhop of Walther, 
* bookfeller in Leipzig.”—Here too there are no 
names, and it does not appear that any perfon has 
chofen to come from behind the curtain*, 


Ca 
Ca 


* Walther is an eminent bookfetler, and carries onthe bufinefsof 
publifhing to a great extent, both at Leipzig and other places. 
He was the publifher of the moft virulent attacks on the King of 
Pruffia’s Edié on Religion, and was brought into much trouble 
about the Commentary by Pott which is mentioned above, He 
alfo publifhes many of the {ceptical and licentious. writings which 
have fo much difturbed the peace of Germany. 

There 
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There has already been fo much faid about En- 
lightening, that the reader muft be almoft tired of it. 
He is aflured in this performance that the Illumina- 
tion propofed by the Union is not that of the Mo/- 
Jenbuttle Fragments, nor that of Horus, nor that of 
Babrdt. The Fragments and Horus are books which 
aim directly, and without any concealment, to de- 
{troy the authority of our Scriptures, either as hiflc- 
rical narrations or as revelations of the intentions of 
providence and of the future profpects of man. The 
Theoiogical writings of Babrdé are grofs perverfions, 
both of the fenfe of the text, and of the moral in- 
{tructions contained in it, and are perhaps the moft 
exceptionable pertormances on the fubje@. They 
are {tigmatifed as abfurd, and coarfe, and indecent, 
even by the writers on the fame fide ; yet the work 
recommended fo often as containing the elements of 
that Illumination which the world has to expe from 
the Union, not only coincides in its general princi- 
ples with thefe performances, but is almoft an ab- 
{tract of fome of them, particularly of his Popular 
Religion, his Paraphrafe on ihe Sermon on the Mount, 
and his Morality of Religion. We have alfo feen 
that the book on the Liberty of the Prefs is quoted 
and recommended as an elementary book. Nay 
both the work on Inf*®udtion and that on the Liber- 
ty of the Prefs are now known to be Bahrdt’s. 

But thefe vrinciples, exceptionable as they may 
be, are probaly not the worlt of the inftitution. 
We fee that the out/ide alone of the Union is to be 
fhewn to the public. Barthels felicitates the public 
that there is no fubordination and blind obedience 
to unknown Superiors; yet, in the fame paragraph, 
he tells us that there is a fecret plan of operations, 
that is known only to the Centre and the Confiden- 
tial Brethren. ‘The author of Fuller Information 
fays that he has this plan, and would print it,, oe 
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he not reftrained bya promife*. He gives us enough 
however to fhow us that the higher myfteries of the 
Union are precifely the fame with thofe of the Tlu- 
minati. Chriftianity is exprefsly faid to have been 
a Myftical Affociation, and its founder the Grand 
Malter of a Lodge. The Apoftles, Peter, James, 
John, and Andrew, were the Eleg, and Brethren of 
the Third Degree, and initiated into all the myfte- 
ries. The remaining Apoftles were only of the 
Second Degree ; and the Seventy-two were of the 
Firft degree. Into this degree ordinary Chriftians 
may be admitted, and prepared for further advance- 
ment. ‘The great miftery is, that J C wasa 
Naturalift, and taught the do&rine of. a Supreme 
Mind, the Speđtator, but not the Governer of the 
World, pretty nearly in the fenfe of the Stoics. 
The Initiated Brethren were tobe inflru@ed by read- 
ing proper books. ‘Thofe particularly recommend- 
ed are Bafidow’s Praéical Knowledge, Eberbard’s 
Apology for Socrates, Babrdt's Apology for Reafon, 
Steinbardt's Syftem of Moral Education, Meiner s An- 
cient Myftertes, Babrdt’s Letters on the Bible, and 
Babrdt's Completion of the Plan and Aim of F- 
C Thefe books are of the moft Antichriftian 
charafler, and fome of them aim at fhaking off all 
moral obligation whatever. 

Along with thefe religious doétrines, are incul- 
cated the moft dangerous maxims of civil condudt. 
The defpotifm that is aimed at over the minds of 
men, and the machinations andiintrigues for obtain- 
ing pofleffion of places of truft and influence, are 
equally alarming; but being perfectly fimilar to thofe 
of the Illuminati, it is needlefs to mention them. 

The chief intelligence that we‘ get from this 
author is that the CENTRE of the Union is at a 


* This I find to be falfe, and the book a common job. 
houfe 
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houfe in the neighbourhood of Halle. It is a fort 
of tavern, in a vineyard immediately without the 
city. This was bought by Doétor Kart FRIE- 
DERICH BA HRDT; and fitted up for the amufement 
of the Univerfity Students. He calls it BAHRDT’S 
RuweE (Bahrdt’s Repote), The author thinks that 
this mult have been the work of the Affociation, 
becaufe Bahrdt had not 2 farthing, and was total- 
ly unable for fuch an undertaking. He may how- 
‘ever have been the contriver of the inftitution. 
He has never affirmed or denied this in explicit 
terms; nor has he ever faid who are the XXII co- 
adjutors. Wucherer, an eminent bookfeller at 
Vienna, feems to have been one of the moft active 
hands, and in one year admitted near two hun- 
dred members, among whom is his own fhoe- 
maker, He has publifhed fome of the moft profli- 
gate pamphlets which have yet appeared in Ger- 
many: 

‘The publication of the lift of members alarmed 
the nation ; perfons were aftonifhed to find them- 
felves in every quarter in the midft of villains who 
were plotting againft the peace and happinefs of 
the country, and deftroying every fentiment of re- 
ligion; morality, or loyalty. Many perfons pub- 
lifhed in the new{papers and literafy journals aftir- 
mations and proofs of the falfe infertion of their 
names, Some acknowledged that curiofity had 
made them enter the Affociation, and even conti- 
nue their correfpondence with the Centre, in or- 
der to learn fomething of what the Fraternity had 
in view, but declared that they had never taken 
any part in its proceedings, But, at the fame time, 
it is certain that many Reading Societies had been 
fet up during thefe tranfactions, in every quarter 
of Germany, and that the oftenfible managers 
were ingeneral of very oy gees characters, both 

2 as 
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as to morals and loyalty. ‘The Union had adtual- 
ly fet up a prefs of their own at Calbe, in the 
neighbourhood of Halberftadt. Every day there 
appeared ttronger proofs of a combination of the 
Journalifts, Reviewers, and even of the publifhers 
and bookfellers, te fuppr efs the writings which 
appeared in defence of the civil and ecclefiattical 
conftitutions of the States of Germany. ‘he ex- 
tenfive literary manufacture of Germany is carri- 
ed on in fuch a manner that ic is impoffible for any 
thing lefs than the joint operation of the whole 
federated powers to prevent this. The fpirit of 
freethinking and innovating in religious matters 
had been remarkably prevalent in the dominions 
of the King of Prufa, having been much encou- 
raged by the indifference of the late King. One of 
the vileft things publifhed on this occafion was an a- 
bominable farce, called the Religion Edict. ‘This 
was traced to Bahrdt’s Ruhe, and the Doétor was ar- 
refted, and all his papers feized and ranfacked. ‘The 
civil Magiftrate was glad of an opportunity of expif- 
cating the German Union, which common fame had 
alfo traced hither. The correfpondence was ac- 
cordingly examined, and many difcoveries were 
made, which there was no occafion to communicate 
to the public, and the profecution of the bufinefs of 
the Union was by thismeans flopped. But the per- 
fons in high office at Berlin agree in faying that the 
Affociation of writers and other turbulent perfons in 
Germany has been but very faintly hit by this blow, 
and is almoit as active as ever. 

The German Union appears a mean and precipi- 
tate Affociation. The Centre, the Archives, and 
the Secretary are contemptible. All the Archives 
that were found were the plans and lifts of the mem- 
bersanda parcel of letters of correfpondence. The 
correfpondence and other bufinefs was managed by 

an 
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an old man in fome very inferior office or judicato- 
ry, who lived at bed and board in Bahrdt’s houfe for 
about fix fhillings a week, having a cheft of papers 
and a writing-defk in the corner of the common 
room of the houfe. 

Bahrdt gives a long narration of his concern in 
the affair, but we can put little confidence in what 
he fays: yet as we have no better authority, I fhall 
give a very thort abftract of it, as follows : 

He faid, that he learned Cofmo-political Free 
Mafonry in England, when he was there getting pu- 
pils for his academy---but neglected it on his retuin 
to Germany. Some time after his fettlement he 
was roufed by a vifit from a flranger who pafied for 
an Englif{hman, but whom he afterwards found to be 
a Dutch officer---(he gives a defcription which 
bears confiderable refemblance to the Prince or Ge- 
neral Salms who gave fo much difturbance to the 
States General )---He was ftill more excited by an 
anonymous letter giving him an account of a Society 
which was employed in the inftruction of mankind, 
anda plan of their mode of operations, nearly the 
fame with that of No. III. Hethenfet upa Lodge 
of Free Mafonry on Cofmo-political principles, as a 
preparation for engaging in this great plan---he was 
{topped by the National Lodge, becaufe he had no 
patent from it.---This obliged him to work in fe- 
cret.---He met with a gentleman in a coftee~houfe, 
who entreated him to go on, and promifed him great 
affiftance---tiiis he got from time to time, as he flcod 
mof{tin need of it, and he now found that he was 
working in concert with many powerful though un- 
known friends, each in his own circle. The plan 
of operation of the XXII. was gradually unfolde + to 
him, and he got folemn promufes of being made ac- 
quainted with his colleagues. But he now tov.ad, 
that after he had fo effentially ferved their roble 

caute, 
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caufe, he was dropped by them in the hour of dan- 
ger, and thus was made the facrifice for the public 
good. ‘The laft packet which he received was a re- 
queft from a Friend to the Union to print two per- 
formances fent him, with a promife of 100 dahlers 
for his trouble. Thefe were the abominable farce 
called the Religion Edict, and fome Differtations on 
that Royal Proclamation. 

He then gives an account of his.fy{ftem of Free 
Mafoury, not very different from Weilhaupts Ma- 
fonic Chriftianity—and concludes with the follow- 
ing abftract of the advantages of the Union—Ad- 
vancement of Science—A general intereft and con- 
cern for Artsand Learning—Excitementot Talents-- 
Check of Scribbling—Good Education—Libertv— 
Equality—Hofpitality—Delivery of many from Mis- 
fortunes—Union of the Learned—and at laft—per- 
haps—Amen. 

What the meaning of this enigmatical conclufion 
is we can only guefs—and our conjectures cannot be 
very favourable. 

The narration, of which this is a very fhort in- 
dex, is abundantly entertaining; .but the opinion of 
the moft intelligent is, that it isin a great meafure 
fictitious, and that the contrivance of the Union is 
moftly his own. Although it could not be legally 
proved that he was the author of the farce, every 
perfon in court was convinced that he was, and in- 
deed it is perfefily in Bahrdt’s very fingular manner. 
This invalidates the whole of his itory—and he af- 
terwards acknowledges the farce (at leaft by impli- 
cation) in feveral writings, and boafts of it. 

For thefe reafons I have omitted the narration in 
detail. Some inforniation, however, which I have 
received fince, feems to confirm his account, while 
it diminifhes its importance. I now find that the 
book called Fuller Information is the performance of 

a clergyman 
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a clergyman called Schutz, of the lowelt clafs, and 
by no means of an eminent charaGter.—Another 
performance in the form of a dialogue between X, 
Y, and Z, giving nearly the fame account, is by Pott, 
the dear friend of Bradht and of his Union, and au- 
thor of the Commentary on the Ediét. Schutz got 
his materials from one Roper, an expelled ftudent 
of debauched morals, who fubfifled by copying and 
vending filthy manufcripts. Bahrdt fays, that he 
found him naked and ftarving, and, out of pity, 
took him into his houfe, and employed him as an 
amanuenfis. Roper ftoie the papers at various times, 
taking them with him to Leipzig, whither he went 
on pretence of ficknefs. At laft Schutz and he went 
to Berlin together, and gave the information on 
which Bahrdt was put in prifon. In fhort they all 
appear to have been equally profligates ard traitors 
to each other, and exhibit a dreadful, but I hope a 
ufeful piure of the influence of this Illumination 
which fo wonderfully fafcinates Germany. 

This is all the direct information that I can pick 
up of the founder and the proceedings of the Ger- 
man Union. ‘The project is coarfe, and palpably 
mean, aiming at the dahlers of entry-money and of 
annual contribution, and at the publication and pro- 
fitable fale of Dr. Bahrdt’s books. This circumflance 
gives it {trong features of its parentage—Philo {peaks 
of Bahrdt in his Final Declaration in terms of cou- 
tempt and abhorence. ‘There is nothing ingenious, 
nothing new, nothing enticing, in the plans; and 
the immediate purpofe of indulging the licentious 
tafte of the public comes fo frequently before the 
eye, that it bears all the marks of that grof{nefs of 
mind, precipitancy, and impatient overfight that 
are to be found in all the voluminous writings of 
Dr. Bahrdt. Many in Germany, however, afcribe 
the Union to Weifhaupt, aad fay that it is the Illu- 

minati 


234. THE GERMAN UNION. CHAP. iii. 


minati working in another form. There is no deny- 
ing that the principles, and even the manner of 
proceeding, are the fame in every effential circum- 
tance. Many paragraphs of the declamations cir- 
culated through Germany with the plans, arc tran- 
icribed verbatim from Weifhaupt’s Correc?ed /yfiem 
of Illuminatif. Much of the work Ox Laftruction, 
and the Means for promoting it, is very nearly a copy 
ef the fame work, blended with flovenly extracts 
from fome of his own writings—There is the fame 
feries of delufions from the beginning, as in Iliumi- 
natif{m—Free Mafonry and Chriftianity are com- 
pounded—frrft with marks of refpeét—then Chrif- 
tianity is twifted toa purpofe foreign from it, but 
the fame with that aimed at by Weifhaupt—then it 
is thrown away altogether, and Natural Religion and 
Atheifm fubllituted for it—For no perfon will have 
a moment's hefitation in faying, that this is the creed 
of the author of the books Ox Jnfiruéfion and On the 
Liberty of the Prefs, Nor can he doubt that the 
political principles are equally anarchical with 
thofe of the Uluminatii—The endeavours alfo to 
get pofiefion of public offces—of places of edu- 
cation—of the public mind, by the Reading So- 
ciéties, and by publications—are fo many tran- 
fcripts from the IHuminati. Add to this, that Dr. 
Bahrdt was an ///uminatus—and wrote the Better 
than Horus, at the command of Weifhaupt. Nay, 
it is well known that Weithaupt was twice or 
thrice at Bahrdt’s Ruhe during thofe tranfaétions, 
and that he zealoufiy promoted the formation of 
Reading Societies in feveral piaccs.—But I am ra- 
ther of the opinion that Weifhaupt made thofe 
vifits in order to keep Dr. Bahrdc within tome 
bounds of decency, and to hirder him from hurt- 
ing the cant: by his precipitancy, when fpurred on 
by the wantof money. Veiliaunt coukl not werk 

in 
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in fuch an unfkilful manner. But he would be 
very glad of fuch help as this coarfe tool could 
give him—and Bahrdi gave great help; for, when 
he was imprifoned and his papers feized, his Ar- 
chives, as he called them, fhewed that there 
were many Reading Sccicties which his proje& 
had drawn together. ‘Phe Pruffian States had 
above thirty, and the number of readers was af- 
tonifhingly great—and it was found, that the per- 
nicious books had really found their way into 
every hut. Bahrdt, by defcending a ftory lower 
than Weifhaupt, has greatly increafed the number 
of his pupils, 

But, although I cannot conficer the German 
Union as a formal revival of the Order under an- 
other name, I muft hold thofe United, and the 
members of thofe Reading Societies, as L//uminati 
and , Minervais, I mult even confider the Union 
as a part of Spartacus’ work, ‘The plansof Wei- 
fhaupt were partly carried into effect in their dif- 
ferent branches—they were pointed out, and the 
way to carry them on are diflin&ly defcribed in 
the private cor:efpondence of the Order—lIt re- 
quired little genius to attempt them in imitation, 
Bahrdt made the atiempt, and in part fucceeded, 
Weifhaupt’s hopes were well founded—The lea- 
ven was not only diftributed, but the manacement 
of the fermentation was now underftocd, and it 
went on apace, 

It is to be remarked, that nothing was found 
among Bahrdt’s papers to fupport the flory he 
writes in his diary—no fuch correfpondences— 
but enocgh for detcéting many of thefe Societies. 
Many ethers however were found unconnected 
with Bahrdt’s Ruhe, not of better character, cither 
as to Morality or Loyalty, and fome of them con- 
fiderable and expenfive; and many procfs were - 

found 
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found of a combination to force the public to a 
eertain Way of thinking, by the management of 
the Reviews and Journals, The extenfive dealings 
of Nicholaiof Berlin gave him great weight in 
the book-making trade, which in Germany {ùr- 
paffes all our conceptions. The catalogues of new 
writings in fheets, which are printed twice a-year 
for each of the fairs at Leipzig and Frankfort, 
would aftonifh a Britifh reader by the number; 
The booktfellers meet there, and at one glance 
fee the whole republic of literature, and, like Ro- 
man fenators, decide the fentiments of diftant 
provinces, By thus feeing the whole together, 
their {peculations are national, and they really 
have it in their power to give what turn they 
pleafe to the literature and to the fentiments of 
Germany, Still however they muft be induced by 
motives, The motive of a merchant is gain, and 
every object appears in his eye fomething by 
which money may be made, Therefore in a lux- 
urious and voluptuous nation, licentious and free- 
thinking books will abound. The writers fuggett, 
and the bookfellers think how the thing will tickle. 
Yet it muft not be inferred, from the prevalence 
of {fuch books, that fuch is the common fenfe of 
mankind, and that the writings are not the cor- 
rupters, but the corrupted, or that they are what 
they ought to be, becaufe they pleafe the public. 
We need only pufh the matter to an extremity; 
and its caufe appears plain, Filthy prints will al- 
ways create a greater crowd before the fhop win- 
dow than the fineft performances of Wollett. Li- 
centious books wil] be read with a fluttering eager- 
nefs, as long as they are not univerfally permitted ; 
and pitiable will be the ftate of the nation when 
their number makes them familiar and no longer 
captivating. 

But 


CHAP, lil, THE GERMAN UNION. 237 


But although it muft be confeffed that great en- 
couragement was given to the fceptical, infidel, 
and licentious writings in Germany, we fee that 
it was {till neceffary to practife feduftion, The 
Religionift was made to expect fome engaging ex- 
hibition of his faith, The Citizen mult be told 
that his civil conneétions are refpe&ted, and will 
be improved ; and a// are told that good manners 
or virtue is to be fupported. Man is fuppofed to 
be, in very effential circumf{tances, what he wifhes 
to be, and feels he ought to be; and he is cor- 
rupted by means of falfefhood and trick, The 
principles by which he is wheedled into wicked- 
nefs in the firit inftance, are therefore fuch as are 
really addrefied to the general fentiments of man- 
kind; thefe therefore flould be confidered as 
more expreflive of the public mind than thofe 
which he afterwards adopts, after this artificial 
education, Therefore Virtue, Patriotifm, Loy- 
alty, Veneration for true and undefiled Religion, 
are really acknowledged by thofe corrupters to be 
the prevailing fentiments ; and they are good if 
this prevalence is to be the teft of worth. The 
mind that is otherwife affected by them, and hy- 
pocritically ufes them in order to get hold of the 
uninitiated, that he may in time be made to cherifh 
the contrary fentiments, cannot be a good mind, 
notwithitanding any pretenfions it may make to 
the love of mankind.’ 

No man, not Weifhaupt himfelf, has made 
{tronger profeffions of benevolence, of regard for 
the happinefs of mankind, and of every thing that 
is amiable, than Dr, Bahrdt. It may not be ufe- 
lefs to enquire what effect fuch principles have had 
on his own mind, and thofe of his chief coadju- 
tors. Deceit of every kind is difhonourable ; and 
the deceit that is profeffedly employed in the pro- 

2G ceedings 
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ceedings of the Union is no exception. No pi- 
ous fraud whatever muft be ufed, and pure reli- 
gion muft be prefented to the view without all 
difguife, 


« The more fair Virtue’s feen, the more fhe charms. 
“ Safe, plain, and eafy, are her artlefs ways. 

“ With face erect, her eyes look ftrait before ; 

“ For dauntlefs is her march, her ftep fecure. 


« Not fo, pale Fraud—now here fhe turns, now there, 

“ Still feeking darker fhades, fecure in none, 

“ Looks often back, and wheeling round and round, 
_* Sinks headlong in the danger fhe would fhun.” 


The mean motive of the Proteftant Sceptic -is 
as inconfiftent with our notions of honefty as with 
our notions of honour ; and our fufpicions are 
juftly raifed of the character of Dr. Bahrdt and 
his affociates,even although we do not fuppofe that 
their aim is the total abolifhing of religion, With 
propriety therefore may we make fome enquiry 
about tlieir lives and conduct, Fortunately this 
is eafy in the prefent inftance. A man that has 
turned every eye upon himfelf can hardly efcape 
obfervation. Butit isnot fo eafy to get fair infor- 
mation. ‘The peculiar fituation of Dr. Bahrdt, 
and the caufe between him and the public, are of 
all others the moft productive of miftake, mif- 
reprefentation, obloquy, and injuftice. But even 
here we are fortunate. Many remarkable parts 
of his life are eftablifhed by the moft refpectable 
teftimony, or by judicial evidences; and, to make 
all fure, he has written his own life. I fhall infert 
nothing here that is not made out by the two laft 
modes of proof, refting nothing on the firft, how- 
ever refpectable the evidence may be, ButI muft 
obferve, that his life was alfo written. by his dear 
friend Pott, the partner of Walther the bookfel- 

ler. 
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ler, The ftory of this publication is curious, and’ 
it is inftructive. 

Bahrdt was in prifon, and:in great poverty. He 
intended to write his own life, to be printed by 
Walther, under a fictitious name, and in this work 
he intended to indulge his fpleen and his diflike of 
all thofe who had offended him, and in particular 
all priefts, and rulers, and judges, who had given 
him fo much trouble. He knew that the ftrange, 
and many of them fcandalous anecdotes, with 
which he had fo liberally interlarded many of his 
former publications, would {et curiofity on tiptoe, 
and would procure a rapid fale as foon as the pub- 
lic fhould guefs that it was his own performance, 
by the fingular but fignificant name which the 
pretended author would affume. He had almoft 
agreed with Walther for a thoufand dahlers, 
(about L, 200), when he wasimprifoned for being 
the author of the farce fo ‘often named, and of 
the ‘commentary onthe Religion Edict, written by 
Pott, and for the proceedings of the German Uni- 
on. He wasrefufed the ufe of pen and ink. He 
then applied to Pott, and found means to corref- 
pond with him, and to give him part of his life 
already written, and materials for the reft, con- 
fifting of ftories, and anecdotes, and correfpon- 
dence. Pott fent him feveral fheets, with which 
he was fo pleafed, that they concluded a bargain. 
Bahrdt fays, that Pott was to have 400 copies, and 
that the reft wasto go to the maintenance of Bahrdt 
and his family, contifting of his wife, daughter, a 
Chriftina and her children who lived with them, 
&c, Pott gives a different account, and the truth 
was different from both, but of little confequence 
tous. Bahrdt’s papers had been feized, and fearch- 
ed for evidence of his tranfactions, but the ftri&t- 
eft attention was paid to the precife points of the 

cliig 
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charge, and no paper was abftraéted which did 
not relate to thele. All others were kept in a feal- 
ed room. Pott procured the remeval of the {cais 
and got poffeflion of them. Bahrdt fays, that his 
wife and daughter came to him in prifon, almoft 
ftarving, and told him that now that the room was 
opened, Pott had made an offer to write for their 
fupport, ifhe had the ufe of thefe papers—tha 
this was the conclufion of the bargain, and that 
Pott took away all the papers, N. B, Pott was the 
ailociate of VYalther, who had great conficence 
in him ( decdotenbuch fur meinen leiben Amt/ornu- 
der, p. 400) and had conduéted the butinefs of 
Stark’s book, as has been already mentioned, 
Wo man was better known toBahrdt, for they had 
Jong ated together as chief hands in the Union, 
le would therefore write the life of its founder 
con amore, and it might be expected to be a rare 
and tickling performance. And indeed it was, 
The firft part of it only was publifhed at this time ; 
and the narration reaches from the birth of the 
hero till his leaving Leipzig in 1765 ‘The atten- 
tion is kept fully awake, but the emotions which 
fucceilively occupy the mind of the reader are no- 
thing but {trong degrees of averfion, difguft, and 
horror. The figure fet up to view is a monfter, 
a man of talents indeed, and capable of great things; 
but loft to truth, to virtue, and even to the atlec- 
tation of common decency—In fhort, a fhameleis 
profligate.—Poor Bahrdt was altonifhed,—itared 
—but, having his wits about him, faw that this 
life would fell, and would alto fell another,— 
Without lofs of time, he faid that he would hold 
Pott to his bargain—but he reckoned without his 
hoft. ‘* No, no,” faid Pott, ‘* your are not the 
** man I took you for—your correfpondence was 
“ put into my hands—I faw that you had de- 
** ceived 
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“ ceived me, and it was my duty, 2s a man 
“ who loves truth above all things, to hinder you 
“« from deceiving the world. i have not writ- 
“ ten the book you defired me. 1 did not work 
** for you, but for mytelf—therefore you get 
* nota grofchen.” ** Why, Sir,” faid Bahrdt, we- 
“ both know that this won't do. You and 1 have 
already tried it, You received Stark’s manu- 
** fcript, to be printed by Walther—Walther and 
you fent it hither to Michaelis, that 1 might fee 
it during the printing, J wrote an iliuftratino 
and a key, which made the fellow very ridicu- 
lous, ancl they were printed together, with one 
title page.—You know that we were caft in 
court,— Walther was obliged to print the work 
& as Stark firft ordered, and we loft all our la- 
bour,—So fhall you now, for I will commence 
an action this inftant, and let me fee.with what 
face you will defend yourfelf, within a few 
weeks of your laft appearance in court.” Pott 
faid, ‘* You may try this. My work is already fold, 
“ and difperfed over all Germany—and I have 
‘* no objection to begin yours to-morrow—believe 
© me, it will fell.” Bahrdt pondered—and refolv- 
ed to write one himfelf, 

This is another {pecimen of the Union. 

Dr. CARL FREDERICK BAHRDT was born in 
1741. His father was then a parifh minifter, and 
atterwards Profeflor of Theology at Leipzig, 
where he died, in 1775. ‘The youth, when at 
Coilege, enlifted inthe Pruffian fervice as a huffar, 
but was bought off by his father. He was M. A. 
in 1761. He became catechift in his father’s 
church, was a popuiar preacher, and publifhed 
fermons in 1765, and fome controverfial writings, 
which did him honoar—But he then began to in- 
dulge in conviviality, and in anonymous pafqui- 
nades, 


ce 
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nades, uncommonly bitter and offenfive. No per- 
fon was fafe—-Profeffors—-Mapiftrates—Clergy- 
men, had his chief notice—alfo ftudents—and 
even comrades and friends, (Bahrdt fays, that 
thefe things might cut to the quick but they were 
all juft.) Unluckily his temperament was what the 
atomical philofophers (who can explain every 
thing by zthers and vibrations) call fanguine, He 
therefore (his own word) was a paffionate admirer 
of the ladies, Coming home from fupper he fre- 
quently met a young Mifs in the way to his lodg- 
ings, neatly dreffed in a rofe-coloured filk jacket 
and train, and a fable bonnet, coftly, and like a 
lady, One evening (after fome old Renifh, as he 
fays,) he faw the lady home. Some time after, the 
miftrefs of the houfe, Madam Godfchufky, came 
into his room, and faid that the poor maiden was 
pregnant. He could not help that—but it was very 
unfortunate, aod would ruin him if known.—He 
therefore gave the old lady a bond for 200 dah- 
lers, to be paid by inftalments of twenty-five. 
‘© The girl was fenfible, and good, and as he had 
** already paid for it, and her converlation was 
“ agreeable, he did not difcontinue his acquaint- 
“& ance.” A comrade one day told him, that one 
Bel, a magiftrate, whom he had lampooned, knew 
the affair, and would bring it into court, unlefs he 
immediately retrieved the bond, This bond was 
the only evidence, but it was enough. Neither 
Bahrdt nor his friend could raife the money. But 
they fell on another contrivance. They got Ma- 
dam Godfchufky to meet them at another houfe, 
in order to receive the money. Bahrdt was in a 
clofet, and his comrade wore a fword. The wo- 
man could not be prevailed on to produce the 
bond till Babrdt fhould arrive, and the money be 
put into her hands, with a prefent to herfelf. The 

comrade 
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comrade tried to flutter her, and, drawing his 
{word, fhewed her how men fenced—made pafies 
at the wall—and then at her—but fhe was too 
firm—he then threw away his fword, -and began 
to try to force the paper from her. She defended 
herfelf a good while, but at length he got the pa- 
per out of her pocket, tore it in pieces, opened the 
clofet door, and faid, ‘* There you b , there 
‘ is the honourable fellow whom you and your 
wh— have bullied—but it is with me you have 
‘* to do now, and you kuow that I can bring you 
‘t to the gallows.” There wasa great fquabble to 
be fure, fays Bahrdt, but it ended, and I thought 
all was now over.—But Mr. Bel had got word of 
it, and brought ït into court the very day.that 
Bahrdt was to have made fome very reverend ap- 
pearance at church. In fhort, after many attempts 
of his poor father to fave him, he was obliged to 
fend in his gown and band, and to quit the place. 
It was fome comfort, however, that Madam 
God{chuiky and the young Mifs did not fare much 
better. They were both imprifoned, Madam G. 
died {ometime after of iome fhocking difeafe, 
The court records give avery different account of 
the whole, and particularly of the {cvflle; bet 
Bahrdt’s ftory i is enough. 

Bahrdt fays, that his father was anea ac- 
knowledges that his own temperament was halty, 
(why does not his father’s temperament excufe fome- 
thing? Vrbratiuncule will explain every thing or 
nothing. ‘ Therefore (again) I fometimes forgot 
myfelf. One day I laid a loaded piftol on the table, 
and told him that he fhould meet with that if he went 
on fo. But I was only feventeen.” 

Dr. Bahrdt-was, of courfe, obliged to leave the 
place. His friends, and Semler in particular, an 
eminent theological writer, who had formed a very 

favourable 
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favourable opinion of his uncommon talents, were 
affiduous in their endeavours to get an eflablifhment 
for him. But his high opinion of himfelf, his tem- 
per, impetuous, precipitant, and overbearing, and a 
bitter fatirical babit which he had freely indulged 
in his outfet of life, made their endeavours very in- 
effectual. 

At laft he got a profefiorfhip at Erlangen, then at 
Erfurth, and in 1771, at Gieflen. But in all thefe 
places he was no fooner fettled than he got into dif- 
putes with his colleagues and with the eftablifhed 
church, being a ftrenuous partizan of the innova- 
tions which were attempted to be made in the doc- 
trines of chriftianity. In his anonymous publica- 
tions, he did not truft to rational difcuffion alone, 
but had recourfe to ridicule and perfonal anecdotes, 
and indulged in the moft cutting farcafins and grofs 
fcurrility. Being fond of convivial company, his 
income was infuthcient for the craving demand, 
and as foon as be found that anecdote and flander 
always procured readers, he never ceafed writing. 
He had wonderful readinefs and activity, and fpared 
neither friends nor foes in his anonymous perform- 
ances. But this could not laft, and his avowed the- 
ological writings were fuch as could not be fuffered 
in a Profetlor of Divinity. The very ftudents at 
Gieffen were fhocked with fome of his liberties. Af- 
ter much wrangling in the church judicatories he 
was juft going to be difmiffed, when he got an invi- 
tation to Marfchlins in Switzerland to fuperintend 
an academy. He went thither about the year 1776, 
and formed the feminary after the model of Bafe- 
dow’s Philanthropine, or academy, at Deffau, of 
which I have already given fome account. It had 
acquired fome celebrity, and the plan was peculiarly 
fuiced to Bahrdt’s tafte, becaufe it left him at liberty 
to introduce any fyltem of religious or irreligious 
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opinions that he pleafed: He refolved to avail him- 
felf of this liberty, and though a clergyman and 
Doétor of Theology, he would outftrip even Bafe- 
dow, who had no ecclefiaitical orders to reftrain 
him. But he wanted the moderation, the prudence 
and the principle of Bafedow. He had, by this time, 
formed his opinion of mankind, by meditating on 
the feelings of his own mind. Histheory of human 
nature was fimple—* The leading propenfities, fays 
he, of the human mind are three—InftinAlive liber- 
ty (Freyheitftriebe )—inftindlive activity (Triebe 
fur Thatigkeit)----and inftinctive love (Liebes 
triebe).” Ido not wifh to mifunderftand him, but 
I can give no other tranflation.---‘‘ If a man is ob- 
“ ftrudted in the exercife of any of thefe propenfi- 
“ ties he fuffers an injury.—-The bufinefs of a good 
** education therefore is to teach us how they are to 
“ be enjoyed in the higheft degree.” 

We need not be furprifed although the Doctor 
fhould find it difficult to manage the Cyclopedia 
in his Philanthropine in fuch a manner as to give 
fatisfaction to the neighbourhood, which was ha- 
bituated to very different fentiments,—Accord- 
ingly he found his fituation as uncomfortable as at 
Gieffen. He fays, in one of his lateft performances, 
** that the Grifons were a {trong inftance of the 
immenfe importance of education. They knew. 
nothing but their handicrafts, and their minds 
were as coarle as their perfons.’’ He quarrelled 
with them all, and was obliged to abfcond after 
lying fometime in arreft. 

He came to Durkheim or Turkheim, where 
his father was or had been minifter, His literary 
talents were well known,—After fome little time 
he got an affociation formed for erecting and fup- 
porting a Philanthropine or houfe of education. 
A large fund was colleéted, and he was enabled to 
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travel into Holland and England, to engage pu- 
pils, and was furnifhed with proper recommend- 
ations. —On his return the plan was carried into 
execution. The caftle or refidence of Count Lein- 
ing Hartzburgh, at Heidefheim, having gardens, 
park, and every handfome accommodation, had 
been fitted up for it, and it was confecrated by a 
folemn religious feftival in 1778. 

But his old misfortunes purfued him. He had 
indeed no colleagues to quarrel with, but his 
avowed publications became every day more ob- 
noxious—and when any of his anonymous pieces 
had a great run, he could not ftifle his vanity and 
conceal the author’sname. Of thefe pieces, fome 
were even fhocking to decency, It was indifferent 
to him whether it was friend or foe that he abul- 
ed; and fome of them were fo horribly injurious 
to the characters of the moft refpectable men in 
ile flate, that he was continually under the cor- 
rection of the courts of juflice. ‘There was hardly 
a man of letters that had ever been in his com- 
pany who did not fuffer by it. For his conftant 
practice was to father every new ftep that he took 
towards Atheiim on fome other perfon; and, 
whenever the reacer fees, in the beginning of a 
book, any perfon celebrated by the author fer 
found fenfe, profound judgment, accurate reafon- 
ing, or prailed for aéts of friendfhip and kindnefs 
to himfelf, he may be aflured that, before the 
clofe of the book, this man will convince Dr, 
Bahrdt in fome private converiation, that fome 
do&trise, cherifhed and venerated by all Chrif- 
tians, is a piece of knavifh fuperftition. So loft 
was Dr. Bahrdt to all fenfe of fhame. He faid that 
he held his own opinions independent of all man- 
kind, and was indifferent about their praife or 
their reproach, 

Bahrdt’s 
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Bahrdt’s licentious, very licentions life, was the 
-caufe of moft of thefe enormities. No income 
could fuffice and he wrote for bread. “The artful 
manner in which the literary manufacture of 
Germany was conducted, made it impoflible to 
hinder the rapid difperfion of his writings over 
all Germany; and the indelicate and coarfe maw 
of the public was as ravenousas the fenfuality of 
Dr. Bahrdt, who really battened ia the Epicurean 
ty. The confequence of all this was that he was 
obliged to fy from Heidefheim, leaving his fureties 
in the PAi/anthropine to pay about 14,000 dahlers, 
befides debts withcut number to his friends. He 
was impriioned at Dienheim, but was releafed I 
know not how, and fettled at Halle. There he 
funk to be a keeper of a tavern and billiard-table, 
and his houfe became the refort and the bane of 
the ftudents in the Univerfity.—He was obliged 
therefore to leave the city, He had fomehow got 
funds which enabled him to buy a little vineyard, 
prettily fituated in the neighbourhood. This he 
fitted up with every accommodation that could 
invite the f{tudents, and called it Bahrd?fs Ruhe. 
We have already feen the occupations of Dr, B, 
in this Byen Retiro—Can we call it otfum: cum 
dignitate? Alas, no! He had not lived two years 
here, buftling and toiling for the German Union, 
fometimes without a bit of bread—when he was 
fent to prifon at Halle, and then to Magdeburg, 
where he was more than a year in jail, He was 
fet at liberty, and returned to Bažrdť’s Ruhe, not, 
alas, to live at eafe, but to lie down on a fick-bed, 
where, after more than a year’s fuffering increaf- 
ing pain, he died on the 23d of April 1793, the 
moft wretched and loathfome victim of unbridled 
fenfuality. The account of his cafe is written by 
a friend, a Dr. Jung, who profeffes to defend his 

memory 
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memory and his principles. "The medical deferip- 
tion melted my heart, and I am certain would 
make his bittereft enemy weep. Jung repeatedly 
fays, that the cafe was not venereal—calls it the 
vineyard difeafe---the quickfilver difeafe, (he was 
dying of an unconquerable falivation,) and yet, 
through the whole of his narration, relates fymp- 
toms and fufferings, which, as a medieal man, he 
could not poflibly mean to be taken in any other 
fenfe than as effects of pox. He meant to pleafe 
the enemies of poor Bahrdt, knowing that fuch a 
man could have no friends, and being himfelf ig- 
norant of what friendfhip or goodnefs is, The 
fate of this poor creature affected me more than 
any thing I have read of a great while. All his 
open enemies put together have not faid fo much 
ill of him as his trufted friend Pott, and another 
confident, whofe name Ẹ cannot recolle, who 
publifhed in his lifetime an anonymous book call- 
ed Bahrdt with the Iron Brow----and this fellow 
Jung, under the abfurd mafk of friendthip, exhi- 
bited the loathfome carcate for a florin, like a ma- 
lefactor’s at Surgeon’s Hall. Such were the fruits 
of the German Union, of that Illumination that 
was to refine the heart of man, and bring to ma- 
turity the feeds of native vir tue, which are choak- 
ed in the hearts of other men by fuperitition and 
deipotiim. We fee nothing but mutual treachery 
and bafe defertion, 

I do not concern myfelf with the gradual per- 
verfion of Dr. Bahrdt’s mcral and religious opi- 
nions, But he affected to be the enlightener and 
reformer of mankind; and armed that ali the 
mifchiefs in life originated from cefpotifm fup- 
ported by fuperftition. ‘ In vain, ” fays he, * do 
*¢ we complain of the inefficacy of religion. All 

“ pofitive religion is founded on injuflice. No 

“ Prince 


cuar. lij. THE GERMAN UNION, 249 


“& Prince has a right to prefcribe or fandction any 
“& fuch fyftem. Nor would he do it, were not 
& the priefls the firmeft pillars of his tyranny, 
“ and {uperftition the ftrongeft fetters for his fub- 
s jets, He dares not how Religion as fhe is— 
t pure and undefiled----She would charm the eyes 
« and the hearts of mankind, would immediately 
‘¢ produce true morality, would open the eyes 
‘¢ of freeborn man, would teach him what are 
# his rights, and who are his oppreffors, and 
& Princes would vanifh from the face of the 
s earth.” 

Therefore, without troubling ourfelves with 
the truth or falfehood of his religion of Nature, 
and affuming it as an indifputable point, that Dr, 
Bahrdt has feen it in this natural and fo effective 
purity, it is furely a very pertinent queftion, 
« Whether has the fight produced on his mind 
‘¢ an effect fo far fuperior to the acknowledged 
+ faintnels of the impreflion of Chriftianity on 
*¢ the bulk of mankind, that it will be prudent to 
& adopt the plan of the German Union, and at 
*€ once put an end to the divifions which fo un- 
« fortunately alienate the minds of profefiing 
*¢ Chriftians from each other?” The account 
here given of Dr. Bahrdt’s life feems to decide 
the queftion, 

But it will be faid, that I have only related fo 
many inftances of the quarrels of Priefts and their 
flavifh adherents, with Dr. Bahrdt. Let us view 
him in his ordinary conduct, not as the champion 
and martyr of Illumination, but as an ordinary 
citizen, a hufband, a father, a friend, a teacher 
of youth, a clergyman. 

When Dr. Bahrdt was a parifh-minifler, and pre- 
fident of {fome inferior ecclefiaitica! diftri&, he was 
empowered to take off the cenfures of the church 

from 
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from a young woman who-had born a baflard child. 
By violence he again reduced her to the fame con- 
dition, and efcaped cenfure, by the poor girl’sdying 
of a fever before her pregnancy was far advanced, 
or even legally documented. Alfo, on the night of 
the folemn farce of confecrating his Philanthropine, 
he dehauched the maid-fervaut, who bore twins, and 
gave him up for the father. ‘The thing, I prefume, 
was not judicially proved, otherwi’e he would have 
furely been difgraced; but it was afterwards made 
evident, by the letters which were found by Pott, 
when he undericok to write his life. A feries of 
tnefe letters had paffed between him and one Graf, a 
fleward, who was employed by hiin to give the woman 
the fmall pittance by which fhe and the infants were 
maintained. Remonftrances were made when the 
money was not advanced ; and there are particular- 
ly letters about the end of 1779, which fhow that 
Bahrdt had ceafed giving any thing. On the 

of February 1780, the infants (three years old) were 
taken away in the night, and were found expofed, 
the one at Ufftein, and the other at Worms, many 
miles diftant from each other, and almoft frozen to 
ceath. ‘The firit was difcovered by its moans, by a 
fhoemaker in a field by the road-fide, about fix in 
the morning; the other was found by two girls be- 
tween the hedges in a lane, fet between two great 
ftones, paft all crying. ‘Phe poor mother travelled 
up and down the country in queit of her infants, 
and hearing thefe accounts, found them both, and 
took one of them home ; but net being able to main- 
tain beth, when Bahrdt’s commiffixner retufed con- 
tributing any more, it remained wiih the good wo- 
man who tad taken it in*. 


* This is worfe than Roufleau’s conduét, who only fent his 
children to the Foundling hofpit 1, that he might never know 
themagain. (See his Confefficns,) 

Bahrdt 
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Bahrdtwas married in 1772, while at Gieffen; but 
after wafting the greateit part of his wife’s little for- 
tune left her bya former hufband, he was provoked 
by loing 1000 fJorins (about 1i0/.) in the hands of 
her brother who would not pay ic up. After this 
he ufed her very ill, and {peaks very contemptuoully 
of her in his own account of his life, calling her a 
dowdy, jealous, and every thing contemptible. In 
two infamous novels, he exhibits charafers, in 
which {he is reprefented in a mofi cruel manner; 
yet this woman (perhaps during the honey-moon) 
was enticed by him one day into the bath, in the 
pond of the garden of the Philanthrepine at Heide- 
fheim, and there, in the fight of all the pupils did he 
(alfo undreffed) toy with his naked wife in the water. 
When at Halle, he ufed the psor woman extremely 
ill, keeping a miftrefs in the houfe, and giving her 
the whole command of the family, while the wife and 
daughter were confined to a feparate part of it. 
When in prifon at Magdeburgh, the ilruampet lived 
with him, and bore him two children. -He brought 
them all to his houfe when he was at liberty.’ Such 
barbarous ufage made the poor woman at lalt leave 
him and live with her brother. The daughter died 
about a year before him, of an overdofe of laudanum 
given by her father, to procure fleep, when ill of a 
fever. He ended his own wretched life in the fame 
manner, unable, poor man, to bear his diftrefs, with- 
out the fmaileft compundion or forrow for his con- 
duci; and the laft thing he did was to fend fora 
bookfeller, (Vipink’ of Halle, who had publifhed 
fome of his vile pieces, ) and recommend his itrum- 
pet and her children to his protection, without one 
thought of his iniured wife. 

I {hall end my account of this profligate monfer 
with a {pecimen of his way of ufing his friends. 


t4 Of 


252 THE GERMAN UNION. CHAP. iHi 


“ OF all the acquifitions which I made in Eng- 
land, Mr.------ (the name appears at full length) 
was the moft important, ‘This perfon was ac- 
complithed in the higheft degree. With found 
judgment, great genius, and correct talte, he was 
peifectly a man of the world. He was my friend, 
and the only perfon who warmly interefted him- 
felf for my inftitution. To his warm and repeat- 
ed recommendations I owe all the pupils I got in 
England, and many moit refpectable connections; 
for he was univerfally efteemed as a man of learn- 
ing and of the moft unblemifhed worth. He 
was my friend, my conduétor, and I may fay my 
preferver ; fot when I had not bread for two days, 
he took me to his houfe, and fupplied all my 
wants. ‘Chis gentleman was a clergyman, and had 
aimall but genteel and felected congregation, a 
flock which required ftrong food. My friend 
preached to them pure natural religion, and was 
beloved by them. His fermons were excellent, 
and delivered with native energy and grace, be- 
caufe they came fromthe heart. I had once the 
honour of preaching for him. But what a dif- 
ference—I found myfelfafraid---I feared to fpeak 
too boldly, becaufe I did not know where I was, 
and thought myfelf fpeaking to my crouching 
countrymen. But the liberty of England opens 
every heart, and makes it acceffible to morality. 
I can give a very remarkable inftance. 
“ The women of the town in London do not, to 
be fure, meet with my unqualified approbation in 
all refpects. But it is impoffible not to be ftruck 
with the propriety and decency of their manners, 
fo unlike the clownifh impudence of our German 
wh—. Icnuld not diftinguifh them from modeft 
women, otherwife than by their greater attention 
and eagernefs to fhew me civility. My friend 
“ ufed 
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ufed to laugh at my miftakes, and I could not be- 
lieve him when he told me that the lady who had 
kindly fhewed the way to me, a foreigner, was a 
votary of Venus. He maintained that Englifh li- 
berty naturally produced morality and kindnefs: 
I ftill doubted, and- he faid that he would con- 
vince me by my own experience. ‘Thefe girls 


* are to be feen in crowds every evening in every 


quarter of the town. Although fome of them 
may not have even a fhift, they come out in the 
evening drefled like princeffes,; in hired clothes, 


‘ which are entrufted to them without any fear of 


their making off with them. ‘Their fine fhape, 
their beautiful fkin, and dark brown hair, their 
bofoms, fo prettily fet otf by their black filk drefs, 
and above all, the gentle fweetnefs of their man- 
ners, makes an impreflion in the higheft degree 
favourable to them. They civilly offer their arm 
and fay, * My dear, will you give me a glafs of 
wine.” If you give them no encouragement, they 
pafs on, and give no farther trouble. I went with 
my friend to Covent Garden, and after admiring 
the innumerable beauties we faw in the plazzas, 
we gave our arm to three very agreeable girls, and 
immediately turned into a temple of the Cythere- 
an Goddefs, which is to be found at every fecond 
door in the city, and were {hewn into a parlour 
elegantly carpeted and furnifhed, and lighted with 
wax, with every other accommodation at hand.— 
My friend called for a pint of wine, and this was 
all the expence for which we received fo much 
civility. The converfation and other behaviour 
of the ladies was agreeable in the higheft degree, 
and zot a word palled that would have diftinguilh- 
ed them from nuns, or that was not in the higheft 
degree mannerly andelegant. We parted in the 
ftreet—and fuch is the liberty of England, that 

ai “omy: 
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“ my friend ran not the fmalleft rifk of fuffering ei- 
“ ther in his honour or ufefulnefs.—Such is the ef- 
‘“* fei of freedom.” à 

We may be fure, the poor man was aftonifhed 
when he faw his name before the public as one of the 
enlighteners of Chriftian Europe. He is really a 
inan of worth, and of the mott irreproachable chaz 
racter, and knew that whatever might be the protec- 
tion of Britifh liberty, fuch conduct would ruin him 
with his own hearers, and in the minds of all his re- 
fpeQlable countrymen. He therefore fenta vindica- 
tion of his character from this flanderous abufe to the 
publifhers of the principal newfpapers and literary 
journalsin Germany. The vindication is complete, 
and B. is convicted of having related what he could 
not pofibly have feen. It is worthy of remark, that 
the vindication did not appear in the Berlin Monat- 
/chrift, nor-in any of the journals which made favor- 
able mention of the performances of the Enlight- 
eners. 

“ Think not, indignant reader,” fays Arbuthnot, 
‘* that this man’s life is ulele{s to mortals.” It fhews 
in a ftrong light the falfity of all his declamations in 
favour of his fo much praifed natural religion and 
univerfal kindnefs and humanity. Noman of the 
party writes with more perfuafive energy, and, 
though his petulance and precipitant felf-conceit 
lead him frequently aftray, ro man has occafionally 
put all the arguments of thefe philofophers in a 
clearer light ; yet we fee that all is falfe and hollow. 
He isa vile hypocrite, and the real aim of all his 
writings is to make money, by foltering the fenfual 
propentities of human nature, although he fees and 
feels that the completion of the plan of the German 
Union would be an event more deftructive and la- 
inentable than any that can be pointed out in the an- 
nals of iuperftition. I will not fay that all partifans 

of 
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of Illumination are hogs of the Ñy of Epicurus like 
this wretch. But the reader mult acknowledge that, 
in the inttitution of Weifhaupt, there is the fame 
train of fenfual indulgence laid atong the whole, and 
that purity of heart and life is no part of the morali- 
ty that is held forth as the perfection of human na- 
ture, The final abolition of Chriltianity is undoubt- 
edly one of its objects—whether as an end of their 
efforts, or as a mean for the attainment of fome end 
ftill more important. Purity of heart is perhaps the 
moft diftinclive feature of Chriflian morality. Of 
this Dr. Bahrdt feems to have had no conception ; 
and his inftitution, as well as his writings, fhew him 
to have been avery cuarfe fenfualift. But his tafte, 
though coarfe, accorded with what Weifkaupt confi- 
dered asa ruling propenfity, by which he had the beft 
chance of fecuring the fidelity of his fubjects—Cra- 
ving defires, beyond the bonds of our means, were 
the natural confequences of indulgence ; and fince 
the purity of Chriftian morality ftood in his way, his 
firft care wasto clear the road by rooting it out alto- 
gether—What can follow but general diffolutenefs 
of manners ? 
Nothing can more diftinétly prove the crooked 
politics of the Reformers than this, It may be 
confidered as the main-fpring of their whole ma- 
chine. Their pupils were to be led by means of 
their fenfual appetites, and the aim of their con- 
ductors was not to inform them, but merely to 
lead them; not to reform, but to rule the world, 
—They would reign, though iv hell, rather than 
ferve in heaven.—Dr. Bahrdt was a true Apoftle 
of Wuminatifm ; and though his torch was made 
of the grofieft materials, and +‘ terved only to dif- 
“ cover fights of woe,” the horrid glare darted 
into every corner, roufing hundreds of filthy ver- 
min, and directing their flight to the rotten car- 
Š z rion 
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rion where they could beft depofit their poifon 
and their eggs; in the breafts, to wit, of the fn- 
fual and profligate, there to fefter and burtt forth 
in a new and filthy progeny ; and it is aftonifhing 
what numbers were thus roufed into action. Tne 
{cheme of Reading Societies had taken prodigi- 
oufly, and became avery profitable part of the 
literary trade of Germany. The bookfellers and 
writers foon perceived its importance, and acted 
in concert. 

I might fill a volume with extracts from the 
criticilms which were publifhed on the Re/rgton 
Edit fo often mentioned already, The Leipzig 
catalogue for one year contained 173. Although 
it concerned the Pruffian States alone, thefe ap- 
peared in every corner of Germany; nay, alfoin 
Holland, in Flanders, in Hungary, in Switzerland, 
in Courland, and in Livonia. ‘This fhows it to 
have been the operation of an Affociated Band, 
as was intimated to the King, with fo much pe- 
tulance by Mirabeau. ‘There was (paft all doubt) 
fuch a combination among the innumerable {crib- 
blers who fupplied the fairs of Leipzig and Frank- 
fort, Mirabeau calls it a Conjuration des Philofo- 
phes, an exprefiion very clear to himlelf, for the 
myriads of gareteers who have long fed the crav- 
ing mouth of Paris (“ always thirfting after fome 
“& new thing’) called themfelves philofophers, 
and, like the gangs of St, Giles’s, converted with 
each other in a cant of their own, full of morale, 
of energie, of bienvillance, &c. &c. &c, unintel- 
ligible or mifunderftood by other men, and ufed 
for the purpofe of deceit. While Mirabeau lived 
too, they formed a Conjuration. The 14th of July 
1790, the moit folemn invocation of the Divine 
prefence ever made on the face of this earth, put 
an end to the propriety of this appellation; for it 
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became neceffary (in the progrefs of political Il- 
lumination) to declare that oaths were nonfenle, 
becaufe the invoked was a-creature of the imagi- 
nation, and the grand federation, like Wiefhaupt 
and Bahrdt’s Mafonic Chriftianity, is declared, to 
thofe initiated into the higher myfteries, to be a 
lie. But if we have no longer a Conjuration des 
Philofophes, we have a gang of {cribblers that has 
got poflefion of the public mind by their ma- 
nagement of the literary Journals of Germany, 
and have made licentious fentiments in politics, 
in merals, and in religion, as familiar as were for- 
merly the articles of ordinary news. All the fcep- 
tical writings of England put together will not 
make half the number that have appeared in Pro- 
teftant Germany during the laft twelve or fifteen 
years, And, in the Criticifms on the Edi, it is 
hard to fay whether infidelity or difloyalty fills 
the moft pages, 

To fuch a degree had the Illuminati carried 
this favourite and important point that they ob- 
tained the direction even of thofe whofe office it 
was to preventit. There is at Vienna, as at Ber- 
lin, an office for examining and licenfing writings 
before they can have their courfe in the market. 
This office publifhes annually an index of forbid- 
den books. In this index are included the accouut 
of the lat Operations of Spartacus and Philo in 
the Order of Llluminati, and a differtation on Tie 
Final Overthrow of Free Mafonry, a moft excel- 
lent performance, fhowing the gradual corruption 
anc final perverfion of that.Jociety to a feminary 
of fedition, Alfo the Vienna Magazine of Litera- 
ture and Arts, which contains many accounts of 
the interferences of the Iluminati in the difturb- 
ances of Europe. The Cenfor who occatfioned 
this prohibition was an ///uminatus named Retzer. 

He 
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He makes a moft pitiful and Jefuitical defence, 
fhowing himfelf completely verfant in all the chi- 
canc of the “//uminatz, and devoted to their In- 
fidel principles, (Sce Rel. Begebenh. 1795, p- 
493.) 

There are two performances which give us 
much information refpeCting the ftate of moral 
and political opinions in Germany about this time. 
One of them is called, Proofs of a hidden Combina- 
tion to deflroy the Freedom of Thought and Prit- 
ing in Germany. Thefe proofs are general, taken 
from many concurring circum{tances in the con- 
dition of German literature, They are convinc- 
ing toa thinking mind, but are too abftracted to 
be very impreffive on ordinary readers. The 
other is the </ppeal to my Country, which I men- 
tioned in page $4. This is much more firiking, 
and in each branch of literature, gives a progret- 
five account of the changes of fentiment, all fup- 
ported by the evidence of the books themielves, 
The author puts it pat contradiction, that in 
every {pecies of literary compofition into which it 
was poffible, without palpabie abfurdity, to intro- 
duce licentious and feditious principles, it was 
done, Many romances, novels, jouracys through 
Germany and other countvies*, are written on 
purpofe to attach praife or reproach to certain 
{entiments, characters, and pieces of conduct, The 
Prince, the nobleman, is inade defpotic, opprei- 
five, unfeeling or ridiculous——the poor, and the 
man of talents, are unfortunate aad nezletted— 
and here ‘and there a fictitious Gralr-or Baron 15 


* A plan adopted within thefe few years in our own country, 
which, if profecuted with the fame induitry with which it has 
been begun, will fuon render our circulating Libraries fo many 
Nurferies of Sedition and Impiety. (Sce ‘Travels into Germany 
by Efte.) 
made 
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made a divinity, by philanthropy expreffed in re- 
mantic charity and kindnefs, or oftentatious indif- 
ference for the little honours which are fo preci- 
ous in the .eyes of a German,—lIn fhort, the fyi 
tem of Weifhaupt and Knigge is carried into vi- 
gorous effe& over all. In both thefe performances, 
and jndeed in a vaft number of other pieces, I fee 
that the influence of Nicholai is much comment- 
ed on, and cotfidered as having had the chief 
hand in all thofe innovations, 

Thus I think it clearly appears, that the fup- 
preifion of the Luminati in Bavaria and of the 
Union in Brandenburgh, were infuflicient for re- 
moving the evils which they had introduced. The 
Kle&tor of Bavaria was obliged to ifue another 
proclamation in November i790, warning his 
fubje&ts of their repeated machinations, and par- 
ticularly enjoining the magiftrates to obferve 
carefully the affemblies in the Reading Societies, 
which were multiplying in his States. A fimilar 
proclamation was made and repeated by the Re- 
gency of Hanover, and it was on this occafion 
that Manvillon impudently avowed the moft anar- 
chical opinions,—But Weifhaupt and his agents 
were {till bufy and fuccefsful. The habit of plot- 
ting had formed itfelf into a regular fyftem. So- 
cieties now aéted every where in fecret, in cor- 
re{pondence with fimilar focicties ia other places, 
And thus a mode of co-operation was furnifhed to 
the difcontented, the reitlefs, and the unprincipled 
in all places, without even the trouble of formal 
initiations, end without any external appearances 
by which the exiftence and occupations of the 
members could be diftinguifhed. The hydra’s 
teeth were already. fown, and each grew up, in- 
dependent of the reft, and foon fent out its own 
afisets—In all places where fuch fecret practices 

were 
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were going on, there did not fail to appear fome 
individuals of more than common zeal and aéti- 
vity, who took the lead, each in his own circle. 
This gave a confiftency and unity to the opera- 
tions of the reft, and they, encouraged by this co- 
operation, couid now attempt things which they 
would not otherwife have ventured on, Itis not 
till this {tate of things obtains, that this influence 
becomes fenfible to the public, Philo, in his pub- 
lic declaration, unwarily lets this appear. Speak- 
ing of the numeroas little focieties in which their 
principles were cultivated, he fays, ‘* we thus be- 
“ ginto be formidable.” It may now alarm—but 
it is now too late. The fame germ is now [{prout- 
ing in another place. 

I muft not forget to take notice that about this 
time (1787 or 1788,) there appeared an invitation 
from a Baron or Prince S——, Governor of the 
Dutch fortrefs H——, before the troubles in Hol- 
land, to form a fociety for the Proteétion of Princes. 
—The plan is exprefled in very enigmatical terms, 
but fuch as plainly fhew itto be merely an odd title, 
to catch the public eye ; for the Aflociation is of the 
fame feditious kind with all thofe already {poken of, 
viz. profefling to enlighten the minds of men, and 
making them imagine that all their hardfhips proceed 
from fuperftition, which fubjects them to ufelefs and 
crafty priefts; and from their own indolence and 
want of patriotifm, which make them fubmit to the 
mal-adminiftration of miniflers. ‘The Sovereign is ' 
{uppofed to be innocent, but to be a cypher, and 
every magiftrate, who is not chofen by the people 
actually under him, is held to be a defpot, and is to be 
bound hand and foot.—Many circumftances concur 
to prove that the projector of this infidious plan is 
the Prince Salms, who fo afliduonfly fomented all 


the diiturbances in the Dutch and Auftrian Nether- 
lands. 
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lands. He had, before this time, taken into his 
fervice Zwack, the Cato of the Illuminati. The 
project had gone fome length when it was difcovered 
and fupprefled by the States. E: 

Zimmerman; who had been Prefidentof the Illu- 
minati in Manheim, was alfo a moft active perfon 
in propagating their do¢trines in other Countries: 
He was employed as a miffionary; and erected fome 
Lodges even in Rome—alfo at Neufchatel—and in 
Hungary. He was frequently feen in the latter 
place by a gentleman of my acquaintance, and 
preached up all the oftentible doctrines of Ilumina- 
tifm in the moft public manner, and made Many 
profelytes. But when it was difcovered that the r 
teal and fundamental dotrines were different from 
thofe which he profeffed in order to draw in profe- 
lytes, Zimmerman left the country in hafte.x—Some 
time after this he was arrefted in Pruffia for feditions 
harangues—but he efcaped, and has not been heard 
of fince.—When lie was in Hungary he boi of 
having erected above an hundred Lodges ‘in dif- 
ferent parts of Europe, fome of which were in 
England. 


That the fluminati and other hidden Cofmo-po: 
litical fociéties had fome influence in bringing about 
the French Revolution, or at leaft in accelerating it, 
can hardly be doubted. In reading the fecret cor- 
re{pondence, I was always furprifed at not finding 
any reports from France, and fomething like a hefi- 
tation about eftablifhing a miffion there ; nor am I 
yet able thoroughly to account for it. But there is 
abundant evidence-that they interfered, both in pre- 
paring for it inthe fame manner as in Germany, and 
in accelerating its progrefs. Some letters in the 
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Brunfwick Journal from one Campe, who was an in- 
fpeftor of the feminaries of education, a than of 
talents, and an J//uminatus, put it beyond doubt. 
He was refiding in Paris during its firt movements, 
and gives a minute account of them, lamenting 
their exceffes, on account of their imprudence, and 
the rifk of fhocking the nation, and thus deftroying 
the project, but juftifying the motives, on the true 
principles of Cofmo-politifm. The Vienna Zeit- 
{chrift and the Magazine of Literature and Fine 
Arts for 1790, and other pamphlets of that date, fay 
the fame thing in a clearer manner. I fhall lay to- 
gether fome paflages from fuch as I have met with, 
which I think will fhew beyond all poffibility of 
doubt that the Illuminati took an active part in the 
whole tranfaction, and may be faid to have been its 
chief contrivers. I fhaill premife a few obferva- 
tions, which will give a clearer view of the matter. 
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The French Revolution. 


Durme thefe diffenfions and difcontents, 
and this general fermentation of the public mind in 
Germany, political occurrences in France gave ex- 
ercife and full fcope for the operation of that fpirit 
of revolt which had long growled in fecret in the 
different corners of that great empire. The Cof- 
mo-political and fceptical opinions and fentiments 
fo much cultivated in all the Lodges of the Phila- 
> lethes had by this time been openly profeffed by ma- 
ny of the fages of France, and artfully interwoven 
with their ftatiftical economics. ‘The many contefts 
between the King and the Parliament of Paris about 
the regiftration of his edicts, had given occafion to 
much difcuffion, and had made the public familiar- 
fy acquainted with topics altogether unf{uitable to 
the abfolute monarchy of France. 

This acquaintance with the natural expectations 
of the fubject, and the expediency of a candid at- 
tention on the part of Government to thefe expec- 
tations, and a view of Legiflation and Government 
founded on a very liberal interpretation of all thefe 
things, was prodigioufly promoted by the rafh inter- 
ference of France in the difpute between Great 
Britain and her colonies. In this attempt to ruin 
Britain, even the court of France was obliged to 
preach the doctrines of Liberty, and to take its chance 
that Frenchman would confent to be the only flaves. 
But their officers and foldiers, who returned from 
America, imported the American principles, and in 
every company found hearers who liftened with de- 
light and regret.to their fafcinating tale of American 

independence. 
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independence. During the war, the Minifter, who 
had too confidently pledged himfelf for the deftruc- 
tion of Britain, was obliged to allow the Parifians to 
amufe themfelves with theatrical entertainments, 
where Englifh law was reprefented as oppreffion, and 
every fretful extravagance of the Americans was 
applauded as a noble ftruggle for native freedom.— 
All wifhed for a tafte of that liberty and equality 
which they were allowed to applaud on the ftage ; 
but as foon as they came from the theatre into the 
ftreet, they found themfelves under all their former 
reftraints. The fweet charm had found its way in- 
to their hearts, and all the luxuries of France be- 
came as dull as common life does toa fond girl when 
fhe lays down her novel. 

In this irritable flate of mind a fpark was fuffi- 
cient for kindling a flame. To import this dange- 
rous delicacy of American growth, France had ex- 
pended many millions, and was drowned in debts. 

he mad prodigality of the Royal Family and the 
Court had drained the treafury, and foreftalled every 
livre of the revenue. ‘The edicts for new taxes and 
forced loans were moft unwelcome and oppreflive. 

The Avocats au parlement had nothing to do with 
flate-affairs, being very little more than barrifters in 
the higheft court of juftice; and the higheft claim 
of the Prefidents ef this court was to be a fort of 
humble counfellors to the King in common matters. 
Tt was a very ftrange inconfiftency in that ingenious 
nation to permit fuch people to touch on thofe ftate- 
fubjeéts ; for, in fa@, the King of France was an 
abfolute Monarch, and the fubjects were flaves. This 
is the refult of all their painful refearch, notwith- 
ftanding that glimmerings of natural juftice and 
of freedom are to be met with in their records. 
There could not be found in their hiflory fo 
much as a tolerable account of the manner of 
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calling the nation together, to learn from the people 
how their chains would beft pleafe their fancy. But 
all this was againil nature, and it was neceffary that 
it fhould come to an end, the firft time that the mo- 
narch confefied that he could not do every thing 
unlefs they put the toolsinto his hands. As things 
were approaching gradually but rapidly to this con- 
dition, the impertinent interference (for fo a French- 
man, fubje& of the Grand Monarch, muj? think it) 
of che advocates of the Parliament of Paris was popu- 
lar in the higheft degree ; and it muft be confefled, 
that in general it was patriotic, however inconfliftent 
with the conflitution. ‘They felt themfelves plead- 
ing the caufe of humanity and natural juflice. This 
would embolden honeft and worthy men to {peak 
truth, however unwelcome tothe court. In gene- 
ral, it muft alfo be granted that they {poke with cau- 
tion and with ref{pect to the fovereign powers; and 
they had frequently the pleafure of being the means 
of mitigating the burdens of the people. ‘The Par- 
liament of Paris, by this conduct, came to be, looked 
up toas a fort of mediator between the King and his - 
fubjeđs; and as the avocats faw this, they naturally 
rofe in their own eftimation far above the rank in 
which the conftitution of their government had pla- 
ced them. For it muftalways be kept in mind, that 
the robe was never confidered as the drefs of a No- 
bieman, although the caffock was. An advocate was 
merely not a rctourier; and though we can hardly 
conceive a profeflion more truly honourable than 
the difpenfing of diftributive juftice, nor any {kill 
more congenial to a rational mind than that of the 
practical merality which we, in theory, confider as 
the light by which they are always condudted ; and 
although even the artificial conftitution of France 
had long been obliged to bow to the dictates of na- . 
fure and humanity, and confer nobility, and even 

title, 
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title, on fuch of the profeffors of the municipal law 
as had, by their {kill and their honourable character, 
rifen to the firit offices of their profeffion, yet the 
Noblefle de la Robe never could incorporate with 
the Nobleffe du Sang, nor even with the Noblefle de 
l'Epee. The defcendants of a Marquis de la Robe 
never could rife to certain dignities in the church 
and at court. ‘The avocats de la parlement felt this, 
and fmarted under the exclufion from court- 
honours ; and though they eagerly courted fuch no- 
bility asthey could attain, they feldom omitted any 
opportunity that occurred during their junior prac- 
tice, of expofing the arrogance of the Nobleffe, and 
the dominion of the court. ‘This increafed their 
popularity, and in the prefent fituation of things, 
being certain of fupport, they went beyond their 
former cautious bounds, and introduced in their 
pleadings, and particularly in their joint remon- 
frances againit the regiftration of edicts, all the wire- 
drawn morality, and cofmo-political jurifprudence, 
which they had fo often rehearfed in the Lodges, 
and which had of late been openly preached by the 
economilts and philofophers. 

A fignal was given to the nation for engaging “en 
maffe” in political difcuffion. The Notables were 
called upon to come and advife the King ; and the 
points were laid before them, in which his Majetty, 
(infallible till now) acknowledged his ignorance or his 
doubts. Bat who were the Notables? Were they more 
knowing thanthe King, or lefs in need of inftrudtion? 
The nation thought otherwife; nay, the court thought 
otherwile; for in fome of the royal proclamations on 
this occafion, men of letters were invited to affift with 
theircounfels, andtogive what information their read- 
ing and experience fhould fuggett as to the bet me- 
thod of convoking the States General, and of con- 
ducting their deliberations. When a Minifter thus 
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folicits advice frorn all the world how to govern, he 
moft affuredly declares his own incapacity, and tells 
the people that now they muft govern themfelves, 
This however was done, and the Minifler, Neckar 
the Philofopher and Philanthropift of Geneva, fet 
the example, by fending in 47s opinion, to be laid on 
the council-table with the reft. On this fignal, coun- 
fel poured in from every garret, and the prefs 
groaned with advice in every fhape. Ponderons 
volumes were written for the Bifhop or the Duke ; 
a handfome 8vo for the Notable Officer of eigh- 
teen ; pamphlets and fingle fheets for the loungers 
in the Palais Royal, ‘The fermentation was alto- 
nifhing ; but it was no more than mould have been 
expected from the moit cultivated, the moft inge- 
nious, and the leaft bafhful nation on earth. All 
wrote, and all read. Not contented with bringing 
forth all the fruits which the Hlumination of thefe 
bright days of realon had raifed in fuch abund- 
ance in the confervatories of the Philalethes, and 
which had been gathered from the writings of 
Voltaire, Diderot, Rouleau, Raynal, &c, the pa- 
triotic counfellors of the Notables had ranfacked 
all the writings of former ages. They difcovered 
THAT FRANCE HAD ALWAYS BEEN FREE! One 
would have thonght, that they had travelled with 
Sir John Mandeville in that country where even 
the {peeches of former times had been frozen, and 
were now thawing apace under the beams of the 
fun of Reafon, For many of thefe eflays were as 
incongruous and mal a-propos as the broken fen- 
tences recorded by Mr. Addifon in the Spectator. 
A gentleman who was in Parisat this time, a per- 
fon of great judgment, and well informed in every 
thing refpe&ing the conftitution and prefent coun- 
dition of his country, affured me that this invita- 
tion, followed by the memorial of Mr, Neckar, 
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operated like an ele€trical fhock. In the courfe of 
four or five days, the appearance of Paris was 
completely changed, Every where one faw crowds 
ftaring at papers pafted on the walls—breaking 
into little parties—walking up and down the ftreets 
in eager converfation—adjourning to coffee-houfes 
—and the converfation in all companies turned to 
politics alone ; and in al} thefe converfations a new 
vocabulary, where every fecond word was Morali= 
ty, Philanthropy, Toleration, Freedom, and Equali- 
fation of property. Ever at this early period per- 
fons were liftened to without cenfure, or even 
furprife, who faid that it was nonfenfe to think 
of reforming their government, and that it muft be 
completely changed. in fhort, in the courfe of a 
month, a {pirit of licentioufnefs and a rage for in- 
novation had completely pervaded the minds of 
the Parifians. The moft confpicuous proof of this 
was the unexpected fate of the Parliament. It met 
earlier than ufual, and to give greater eclat to its 
patriotic efforts, and completely to fecure the gra- 
titude of the people, it iffued an arret on the pre- 
fent itate of the nation, containing a number of 
refolitions on the different leading points of naz 
tionai liberty. A few months ago thefe would 
have been joyfully received as the Magna Charta 
of Freedom, and really contained all that a wife 
pecple fhould defire; but becaufe the Parliament 
had fometime before given it as their opinion as 
the conftitutional counfel of the Crown, that the 
States fhould be convoked on the principles of their 
laft meeting in 1614, which preferved the diftinc- 
tions of rank, all their paft fervices were forgotten 
—all their hard ftruggle with the former admi- 
niftration, and their unconquerable courage and 
perfeverance, which ended only with their down- 
fal, all were forgotten; and thofe diftinguifhed 
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members whofe zeal and fufferings ranked them 
with the moft renowed heroes and martyrs of pa- 
triotilm, were now regarded as the contemptible 
tools of Ariftocracy, The Parliament now fet, in 
a fiery troubled fky—to rife no more. 

Of all the barrifters in the Parliament of Paris, 
the moft confpicuous for the difplay of the en- 
chanting doétrines of Liberty and Equality was 
Mr. Duval, fon of an Avocat in the fame court, 
and ennobled about this time under the name of 
De(ptefmenil. He was member of a Lodge of the 
“Amis Reunis at Paris, called the Contract Social, 
and of the Lodge of Chevaliers Bienfaifants at 
Lyons. His reputation as a barrifter had been pro- 
digioufly increafed- about this time by his manage- 
ment of a caufe, where the defcerdant of the un- 
fortunate General Lally, after having obtained 
the reftoration of the family honours, was ftriv- 
ing to get back fome of the eftates. Mr. Lally 
Tollendah! had even trained himfelf to the pro- 
feffion, and pleaded his own caufe with aftonifh- 
ing abilities.- But Defprefmenil had near connec- 
tions with the family which was in pofleffion of 
the eftates, and oppofed him with equal powers, 
and more addrefs, He was on the fide which was 
moft agreeable to his favourite topics of declama- 
tion, and his pleadings attracted much notice both 
in Paris and in fome of the provincial Parliaments, 
I mention thefe things with fome intereft, becaufe 
this was the beginning of that marked rivalfhip 
between Lally Tollendahland Defprefmenil, which 
made fuch a figure in the Journals of the National 
Affembly, It ended fatally for both. Lally To!- 
lendahl was obliged to quit the Affembly, when 
he faw it determined on the deftruétion of the 
monarchy and of all civil order, and at latt to 
emigrate from his country with the lofs of all his 
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property, and to fubfift on the kindnefs of Eng- 
land, Dfepref{menil attained his meridian of po- 
pularity by his difcovery of the fecret plan of the 
Court to eftablith the Cour plenierc, and ever after 
this took the lead in all the {trong meafures of the 
Parliament of Paris, which was now over{tepping 
all bounds of moderation or propriety, in hopes 
of preferving its influence after it had rendered 
itfelf impotent by an unguarded ftroke. Defpref- 
menil was the firft martyr of that Liberty and 
Equality which it was now boldly preaching,. 
having voluntarily furrendered himfelf a prifoner 
to the officer feat to demand him from the Par- 
liament. He was allo a martyr to any thing that 
remained of the very fhadow of liberty after the 
Revolution, being guillotined by Robefpierre. 

I have already mentioned the intrigues of Count 
Mirabeau at the Court of Berlin, and his fedi- 
tious preface and notes on the anonymous letters 
on the Rights of the Pruffian States. He alfo, 
while at Berlin, publifhed an Efai Jur la Secte des 
Tilumines, one of the ftrangeit and moft impu- 
dent performances that ever appeared, He there 
defcribes a fect exifting in Germany, called the 
Illuminated, and fays, that they ave the, moft ab- 
furd and profs fanatics imaginable, waging war 
with every appearance of Reafon, and maintain- 
ing the moft ridiculous fuperflitions, He gives 
fome account of thefe, and of their rituals, cere- 
monies, &c. asif he had feen them all. His fe& 
is a confufed mixture of Chriftian fuperftitions, 
Rofycrucian nonfenfe, and every thing that can 
raife contempt and hatred. But no fuch Society 
ever exifted, and Mirabeau confided in his own 
powers of deception, in order to {creen from ob- 
fervation thofe who were known to be Illuminati, 
and to hinder the rulers from attending to their 

real 
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real machinations, by means of this Ignis fatuus 
of his own brain, He knew perfedtly that the Il- 
luminati were of a ftamp diametrically oppofite ; 
for he was illuminated by Mauvillon long before, 
He gained his point in fome meafure, for Nicho- 
lai and others of the junto immediately adopted 
the whim, and called them Obfurantem, and 
joined with Mirabeau in placing on the lift of Ob- 
feurantem feveral perfons whom they wifhed to 
make ridiculous, 

Mirabeau was not more difcontented with the 
Court of Berlin for the {mall regard it had te({tifi- 
ed for his eminent talents, than he was with his 
own Court, or rather with the minifter Calonne, 
who had fent him thither, Calonne had been 
greatly diffatisfied with his conduét at Berlin, 
where his felf-conceit, and his private projects, 
had made him a& in a way almoft contrary to the 
purpofes of his miffion, Mirabeau was therefore 
in a rage at the minifter, and publifhed a pam- 
phlet, in which his celebrated memorial on the 
{tate of the nation, and the means of relieving it, 
was treated with the utmoft feverity of reproach; 
and in this conteft his mind was wrought up to 
that violent pitch of oppofition which he ever af- 
ter maintained. To be noticed, and to lead, were 
his fole objc&ts—and he found, that taking the fide 
of the difcontented was the beft field for his elo- 
quence and reftlefs ambition,—Yet there was no 
man that was more devoted to the principles of a 
court than count Mirabeau, provided he had a 
fhare in the adminiftration; and he would have 
obtained it, if any thing moderate would have 
fatisfied him—but he thought nothing worthy of 
him but a place of active truft, and a high de- 
partment. For fuch offices all knew him to be to- 
tally unfit, He wanted knowledge of great things, 
. and 
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and was learned only in the buftling detail of in- 
trigue, and at any time would facrifice every 
thing to have an opportunity of exercifing his 
brilliant eloquence, and indulging his paffion for 
fatire and reproach_—The greate(t obftacle to his 
advancement was the abject worthleffnefs of his 
character, What we ufually call profligacy, viz. 
debauchery, gaming, impiety, and-every kind of 
fenfuality, were not enougl—he was deflitute of 
decency in his vices—tricks which would difgrace 
a thief-catcher, were never boggled at in order to 
fupply his expences, For inftance,—His father and 
mother had a procelfs of feparation—Mirabeau had 
juft been liberated from prifon for a grofs mifde- 
meanour, and was ia want of money—He went 
to his father, fided with him in invectives againtt 
his mother, ‘and, for 100 guineas, wrote his fa- 
ther’s memorial for the court.—He then went to 
his mother, and by a fimilar condu got the fame 
fum from her—and both memorials were prefent- 
ed. Drinking was the only vice in which he did 
not indulge—his exhaufted conftitution did not 
permit it, His brother, the Vifcount, on the con- 
trary, was apt to exceed i in jollity. ‘One day the 
Count faid to him, ‘ How can you, Brother, fo 
“« expofe yourfelf?"— --*© What!” fays the Vil 
count, ** how infatiable you are--—Nature has 
& given you every vice, and having left me only 
* this one, you grudge it me.”—VVhen the elec- 
tions were making for the States-Genera], he of- 
fered himfeit a candidate in his own order at Aix 
—But he was fo abborred by the Nobleffe, that 
they not only rejected him but even drove him 
from their meetings. This affront fettled his mea- 
fures, and he determined on their ruin. He went 
to the Commons, difclaimed his being a gentle- 
man, fat up a little fhop in the market place of 
Š f Aix 
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Aix, and fold trifles—and now, fully refolved what 
line he fhould purfue, he courted the Commons, 
by joining in all their exceffes againft the No- 
bleffe, and was at laft returned a member of tke 
Affembiy. 

From this account of Mirabeau we can eafily 
foretel the ufe he would make of the Illumination 
which he had received in Germany. Its grand 
truths and juft morality feem to have had the 
fame effe&s on his mind as on that of Weifhaupt 
or Bahrdt, 

In the year 1768, Mirabeau, in conjunétion 
with the duke de Lauzun and the Abbe Perigord, 
afterwards Bifhop of Autun (the man fo puffed in 
the National Affemblies as the brighteft pattern of 
humanity) reformed a Lodge of Philalethes in 
Paris, which met in the Jacobin College or Con- 
vent, It was one of the Amis Reunts, which had 
now rid itfelf of all the infignificant myfticifm of 
the fet. This was now become troublefome, and 
took up the time which would be much better 
employed by the Chevaliers du Soliel, and other 
ftill more refined champions of reafon and uni- 
verfal citizenthip. Mirabeau had imparted to it 
fome of that Illumination which had beamed up- 
on him when he was in Berlin, In 1788, he and 
the Abbe were wardens of the lodge. They found 
that they had not acquired all the dexterity of 
management that he underftood was prattifed by 
his Brethren in Germany, for keeping up their 
connection, and conducting their corefpondence. 
A letter was therefore fent from this Lodge, fign- 
ed by thefe two gentlemen, to the Brethren in 
Germany, requefting their affiftance and inftruc-- 
tion. In the courfe of this year, and during the 
fitting of the Notables, A DEPUTATION WAS SENT 
from the German Illuminati to catch this glori- 

ous 
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ous opportunity of carrying their plan into full 
execution with the greateft eclat. 

Nothing can more convincingly demonftrate 
_the early intentions of a party, and this a great 
party, in France to overturn the conftitution com- 
pletely, and plant a democracy or oligarchy on 
its ruins, The Illuminati had no other objeét.— 
They accounted all Princes ufurpers and tyrants, 
and all privileged orders their abettors. They in- 
tended to eftablifh a government of Morality, as 
they called it, ( Sittenregiment ) where talents and 
character (to be eftimated by their own {cale, and 
by themfelves) fhould alone lead to preferment. 
They meant to abolifh the laws which protected 
property accumulated by long continued and fuc- 
ce{sful induftry, and to prevent for the future any 
{uch accumulation, They intended to eftablifh 
univerfal Liberty and Equality, the impref{cripti- 
ble Rights of Man, (at leaft they pretended all 
this to thofe who were neither Magi or Regentes. ) 
And, as neceflary preparations for all this, they 
intended to root out all religion and ordinary mo- 
rality, and even to break the bonds of domeftic 
life, by deftroying the veneration for marriage- 
vows, and by taking the education of children 
out of the handsof the parents. Ais was all that 
the Illuminati could teach, and THIS WAS PRE- 
CISELY WHAT FRANCE HAS DONE. 

I cannot proceed in the narration without de- 
filing the page with the detefled name of Orleans, 
ftained with every thing that can degrade or difgrace 
human nature. He only wanted Illumination, to 
{hew him in a fyftem all the opinions, difpofitions, 
and principles which filled his own’ wicked heart. 
This contemptible being was illuminated by Mira- 
beau, and has fhown himfelf the moft zealous dif- 
ciple of the Order. In his oath of allegiance he 
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declares, ‘* That the interefls and the object of the 
** Order fhall be rated by him above all other rela- 
“ tions, and that he will ferve it with bis honour, 
“ his fortune, and his blood.” —He has kept his 
word, and has facrificed them all—And he has been 
treated in the true fpirit of the Order—uied as a 
mere tool, cheated and ruined.—For I mutt now 
add, that the French borrowed from the Illuminati a 
maxim, unheard of in any other affociation of ban- 
ditti, viz. that of cheating each other. As the ma- 
nagers had the fole poffefiion of the higher myfte- 
ries, and led the reft by principles which they held 
to be falfe, and which they empioved only for the 
purpofe of fecuring the co-operation of the inferior 
Brethren, fo Mirabeau, Sieyes, Pethion, and others, 
led the Duke of Orleans at firft by his wicked am- 
bition, and the expectation of obtaining that crown 
which they intended to break in pieces, that they 
might get the ufe of his immenfe fortune, and of 
his influence on the thoufands of his depending 
fycophants, who ate his bread and pandered to his 
grofs appetites. Although we very foon find him 
acting as an Illuminatus, we cannot fuppofe him fo 
loft to common fenfe as to contribute his fortune, and 
rifk his life, merely in order that the one fhould be 
afterwards taken from him by law, and the other 
put on a level with that of his groom or his pimp. 
He furely hoped to obtain the crown of his indolent 
relation. And indeed Mirabeau faid to Bergaile, 
that ‘* when the project was mentioned to the Duke 
“t of Orleans, he received it with all poffible gra- 
cioufnefs,” (avec toute la grace imaginable.) Dur- 
ing the contefts between the Court and the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, he courted popularity with an inde- 
cency and folly that nothing can explain but a mad 
and fiery ambition which blinded his eyes to all con- 
fequences. This is put out of doubt by his behavi- 
our 
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our at Verfailles on the dreadful 5th and 6th of Oc- 
tober, 1789. The depofitions at the Chatelet prove 
in the molt inconteflible manner; that during the 
horro:s of thofe two days he was repeatedly feen; 
and that whenever he was recognized by the crowd, 
he was huzzaed with Vive Orleans, Vive notre Roi 
Orleans, €%c.—He then withdrew, and was feen in 
other places. While all about the unfortunate Roy- 
al Family were in the utmoft concern for their fate, 
he was in gay humour, chatting on indifferent fub- 
jets. His laft appearance in the evening of the 5th 
was about nine o'clock, converfing in a corner with 
men difguifed in mean drefs, and fome in women’s 
clothes; among whom were Mirabeau, Barnave, 
Duport, and other deputies of the Republican party 
—and thefe men were feen immediately after, con- 
cealed among the lines of the regiment de Flandre, 
the corruption of which they had that day compleat- 
ed. He was feen again next morning, converfing 
with the fame perfons in women’s drefs. And when 
the infuited Sovereign was dragged in triumph to 
Paris, Orleans was again feen fkulking in a balcony 
behind his children, to view the proceffion of devils 
and furies ; anxioufly hoping all the while that fome 
difturbance would arife in which the King might 
perifh.—I fhould have added that he was feen in the 
morning at the top of the flairs, pointing the way 
with his hand to the mob, where they fhould go, 
while he went by another road to the King. In 
fhort, he went about trembling like a coward, wait- 
ing for the explofion which might render it fafe for 
bim to {hew himfelf. Mirabeau faid of him, ‘‘ The 
fellow carries a loaded piftol in his bofom, but will 
never dare to pull the trigger.”. He was faved, not- 
withftanding his own folly, by being joined in the 
agcufation with Mirabean, who could not refcue him- 
felf without ftriving alfo for Orleans, whom he def- 

pifed,. 
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pifed, while he made ufe cf his fortune.—In fhort, 
Orleans was but half illuminated at this time, and 
hoped to be King or Regent. 

Yet he was deeply verfed in the preparatory lef- 
fons of [lluminatiim, and well convinced of its fun- 
damental truths. He was well aflured of the great 
influence of the women in fociety, and he employed 
this influence like a true difciple of Weifhaupt.— 
Above three hundred nymphs from the purlieus of 
the Palais Royal were provided with ecus and Louis 
d'ors, by his grand procureur the Abbe Sieyes, and 
were fent to meet and to illuminate the two battalions 
of the Regiment de Flandre, who were coming to 
Verfailles for the proteciion of the Royal Family. 
The privates of one of thefe regiments came and in- 
formed their officers of this attempt made on their 
loyalty. —45,000l. livres were given them at St. De- 
nys, to make them difband themfelves—and the 
poor lads were at firft dazzled by the name of a fum 
that was not familiar to them—but when fome think- 
ing head among them told them that it only amount- 
ed to two Louis d'ors a piece, they difclofed the bri- 
bery. They were then offered go,ooo, but never 
faw it. (Depofitions at, the Chatelet No. 317.) 
Mademoifelle ‘Vherouane, the favorita of the day, 
at the Palais Royal, was the moft active perfon of the 
armed mob from Paris, dreffed ex Amazonne, with 
all the elegance of the opera, and turned many 
young heads that day which were afterwards taken 
off by the guillotine. The Duke of Orleans acknow- 
ledged, before his death, that he had expended above 
50,0001. fterling in corrupting the Gardes I'rancoifes. 
‘The armed mob which came from Paris to Verfailles 
on the 4th of October, importuning the King for 
bread, had their pockets filled with crown pieces— 
and Orleans was feen on that day by two gentlemen, 
with a bag of money fo heavy that it was faftened to 

2M, his 
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his clothes with a flrap, to hinder it from being op- 
pteffive, and to keep it in fuch a pofition that it 
fhould be acceffible in an inftant. (See the Depofi- 
tions at the Chatelet, No. 177.) 

But fuch was the contempt into which his grofs 
profligacy, his cowardice, and his niggardly difpofi- 
tion, had brought him with all pariies, that, if he 
had not been quite blinded by his wicked ambition, 
and by his implacable refentment of fome bitter 
taunts he had gotten fromthe King and Queen, he 
muft have feen very early that he was to be facrificed 
as foonas he had ferved the purpofes of the faction. 
At prefent, his affiflance was of the utmoft confe- 
quence. His immenfe fortune, much above three 
millions fterling, was almoit exhaufted during the 
three firft years of the Revolution. But (what was 
of more confequence) he had almoft unbounded 
authority among the Free Mafons, 

In this country we have no conception of the 
authority of a National Grand Matter. When 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, by great exertions 
among the jarring fects in Germany, had got him- 
felf eleéted Grand Mafier of the Sirig Ob/fervanz, 
it gave ferious alarm to the Emperor, and toall the 
Princes of Germany, and contributed greatly to 
their connivance at the attempts of the //lusina- 
ti to difcredit that party. In the great cities of 
Germany, the inhabitants paid more refpe& to the 
Grand Maiter of the Mafons than to their refpec- 
tive Princes, The authority of the D. of Orleans 
in France was {till greater, in confequence of his 
employing his fortune to fupport it. About eight 
years before the Revolution he had (not without 
much tatrigue and many bribes and promifes) 
been elected Grand Mafter of France, having 
under his directions all the /mproved Lodges. The 
whole Affociation was called the Grand Orient de 

la 
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la France, and in 1785 contained 266 of thefe 
Lodges; (fee Freymaurerifche Zeitung, Neuwied 
1787.) Thus he had the management of all thofe 
Secret Socicties ; and the licentious and irreligi- 
ous fentiments Which were Currently preached 
there, were fure of his hearty concurrence, ‘The 
fame intrigue which procured him the fupreme 
chair, mult have filled the Lodges with his de- 
pendents and emiffaries, and thefe men could not 
better earn their pay, than by coing their utmoft 
to propagate infidelity, immorality, and impurity 
of manners. 

But fomething more was wanted: Difrefpect 
for the higher Orders of the State, and difloyalty 
to the Sovereign.—lIt is not fo eafy to conceive 
how thete fentiments, and particularly the latter, 
could meet with toleration, and even encourage- 
ment, in a nation noted for its profeflions of vene- 
ration for its Monarch, and for the pride of its 
Nobleffe. Yet I am certain that fuch dotrines 
were habitually preached in the Lodges of Phila- 
lethes, and Amis Reunis de la Verite. That they 
fhould be very current in Lodges of low-born 
Literati, and other Brethren in inferior ftations, 
is natural, and I have already faid enough on this 
head, But the French Lodges contained many 
gentlemen in eafy, and affluent circumftances, I 
do not expect fuch confidence in my affertions, that 
even in thefe the {ame opinions were very preva- 
lent. I was therefore much pleafed with a piece of 
information which I got while thefe fheets were 
printing off, which corroborates my affertions. 

This is a performance called La voile retiree, ou le 
Secrst de la Revolution explique par la Franc Macon- 
nerie. It was written by a Mr. Lefranc, Prefident 
of the Seminary of the Eudifis at Caen in Norman- 
dy , and a fecond edition was publifhed at Paris in 


1792, 
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1792. The author was butchered inthe maflacre of 
September. He fays, that on the death of a friend, 
who had been a very zealous Malon, and many years 
Mafler of a retpectable Lodge, he found among his 
papers a collection of Mafonic writings, containing 
the rituals, catechifms, and fymbols of every kind, 
belonging toa longtrain of degrees of Free Mafon- 
ry, together with many difcourfes delivered in dif- 
ferent Ledges, and minutes of their proceedings. 
The perufal filled him with aftonifiment andanxiety. 
For he found that do€trines were taught, and maxinis 
of condudt were inculcated, which were fubverfive 
of religion and of all good order in the {late ; and 
which not only countenanced difloyalty and fedition, 
but even invited to it. He thought them fo dange- 
rous to the flate, that he fentan account of them to 
the Archbifhop of Paris long before the Revolution, 
and always hoped that that Reverend Prelate would 
reprefent the matter to his Majefty'’s Minjllers, and 
that they would put an end to the meetings of this 
dangerous Society, or would at Jeall reftrain them 
from fuch exceffes. But he was difappointed, and 
therefore thought it his duty to lay them before the 
public*. 

Mr. Lefranc fays expre(sly, that this fhocking 
perverfion of Free Maionry to feditious purpoles 


* Had the good man been {pared brit a few months, his fur- 
prife at this negle&t would have ceafed. For, on the rgth of 
November 1793, the Archbifhop of Paris came to the Bar of the 
Affembly, accompanied by his Vicar and eleven other Clergymen, 
who there renounced their Chriitianity and their clerical vows ; 
acknowledging that they had played the villain for many years 
againtt their cunfciences, teaching what they knew to bea lie, and 
were now refolved to be honet men. The Vicar indeed had be- 
haved like a true Z//uminatus fome time before, by running off with 
another man’s wife and his {trong box.—None of them, however, 
feem to have attained the higher myfteries, for they were all guil- 
lotined not long after. 
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was, in a great meafure, but a late thing, and was 
chiefly brought about by the agents of the Grand 
Matter, the Duke of Orleans, He was, however, 
of opinion that the whole Mafonic Fraternity was 
hoftile to Chriftianity and to good morals, and 
that it was the contrivance of the great {chifmatic 
Fauftus Socinus, who being terrified by the fate of 
Servetus, at Geneva, fell on this method of pro- 
mulgeting his doctrines among the great in fecret. 
This opinion is but ill fupported, and 1s incompa- 
tible with many circumftancesin Free Mafonry— 
But it is out of our way at prefent. Mr. Lefranc 
then takes particular notice of the many degrees 
of Chivalry cultivated in the Lodges, and fhows 
how, by artful changes in the fucceflive explana- 
tions of the fame fymbols, the doétrines of Chrif- 
tianity, and of ail revealed religion, are com- 
pletely exploded, and the Philofophe Iucounu be- 
comes at laft a profeffed Atheiit—He then takes 
notice of the political doétrines which are in like 
manner gradually unfolded, by which “ patriot- 
t ifm and loyalty to the prince are declared to be 
** narrow principles, incorfiftent with univerfal 
benevolence, and with the native and impre- 
{criptible rights of man ; civil fubordination is 
actual oppreffion, and Princes are ex officio ufur- 
pers and tyrants.’ Thefe principles he fairly 
deduces from the Catechifms of the Chevalier du 
Soliel, and of the Philofophe Inconnu, He then 
proceeds to notice more particularly the intrigues 
of the Duke of Orleans. From thefe it appears evi- 
dent that his ambitious views and hopes had been 
of long flanding, and that it was entirely by his 
fupport and encoursgement that feditious doc- 
trines were permitted in the Lodges. Many no- 
blemen and gentlemen were difeufted and left 
thefe Lodges, and advantage was taken of their 
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abfence to improve the Lodges ftill more, that is 
to make them ftill more anarchical and feditious, 
Numbers of paltry fcribblers who haunted the 
Palace Royal, were admitted into the Lodges, and 
there vented their poifonous doctrines. The Duke 
turned his chief attention to the French guards, 
introducing inany of the privates and inferior of- 
ficers into the obfcure and even the more refpec- 
table Lodges, fo that the officers were frequently 
difgufted in the Lodges by the infolent behaviour 
of their own foldiers under the mafk‘of Mafonic 
Brotherhood and Equality—and this behaviour be- 
came not unfrequent even out of doors. He afferts 
with great confidence that the troops were much 
corrupted by thefe intrigues—and that when they 
fometimes declared, on fervice, that they would 
not fire ox their Brethren, the phrafe had a parti- 
cular reference to their Mafonic Fraternity, be- 
caufe they recognifed many of their Brother Ma- 
fons in every crowd.—And the corruption was by 
no means confined to Paris and its neighbourhood, 
but extended to every place in the kingdom 
where there was a Municipality and a Mafoa 
Lodge, 

Mr. Lefranc then turns our attention to many 
peculiarities in the Revolution, which have a re- 
femblance to the practices in Free Mafonry, Not 
only was the arch rebel the Duke of Orleans, the 
Grand Matter, but the chief actors in the Revolu- 
tion, Mirabeau, Condorcet, Rochefoucauit, and 
others, were diftinguifhed office-bearers in the 
great Lodges. He fays that the diftribution of 
France into departments, diftri€s, circles, can- 
tons, dc. is perfectly fimilar, with the fame de- 
nominations, to a diftribution which he had re- 
marked in the correfpondence of the Grand Ori- 

ent*, 
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ent*, The Prefident’s hat in the National Affem- 
bly is copied from that of a Tres Venerable Grand 
Maitre.—The fearf of a Municipal Officer is the 
fame with that of a Brother Apprentice.—When 
the Affembly celebrated the Revolution in the 
Cathedral, they accepted of the higheft honours 
of Mafonry by pafling under the rch of Stech, 
formed by the drawn {words of two ranks of Bre- 
thren,—Alfo it is worthy of remark, that the Na- 
tional Affembly protected the mectings of Free 
Mafons, while it preremptorily prohibited every 
other private meeting. The obligation of laying 
afide all {tars, ribbands, croffes, and other honour- 
able diftingtions, under the pretext of Fraternal 
Equality, was not merely a prelude, but was in- 
tended as a preparation for the deftruction of all 
civil diftin@tions, which took place almoft at the 
beginning of the Revolution,—and the firft pro- 
pofal of a furrender, fays Mr. Lefranc, was made 
by a zealous Mafon.—We farther obferves, that 
the horrible and fanguinary oaths, the daggers, 
death-heads, crofs-bones, the imaginary combats 
with the murderers of Hiram, and many other 
gloomy ceremonies, have a natural tendency to 
harden the heart, to remove its natural difguft at 
deeds of horror, and have paved the way for thof 
fhocking barbarities which have made the name 
of Frenchmen abhorred over all Europe, Thefe 
deeds were indeed perpetrated by a mob of fana- 
tics; but the principles were promulgated and 
foftered by perions who ftyle themfelves phiic- 
fophers. ; 
I fee more evidence of thefe important facts in 
another book juft publifhed by an emigrant gen- 


* I cannot help obferving, that it is perfe@tly fimilar to the ar- 
rangement and denominations which appear in the fecret corref- 
pondence of the Bavarian Illuminati. 
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tleman (Mr. Latocnaye), He confirms my repeat- 
ed affertions, that all the irreligious and feditious 
doctrines were the fubjeéts of repeated harangues 
in the Mafon Lodges, and that all the principles 
of the Revolution, by which the public mind was 
as it were fet on fire, were nothing but enthufiaf- 
tic amplifications of the common-place cant of 
Free Mafonry, and arofe naturally out of it, He 
even thinks “that this mu/? ef neccffity be the cafe 
« in every country where the minds of the lower 
“ claflesof the State are in any way confiderably 
*¢ fretted or irritated; it is almoit impoitible to 
‘ avoid being drawn into this vertex, whenever 
c a difcentented mind entersintoa Mafon Lodge. 
« The ftale fory of brotherly love, which at an- 
* other time would only lull the hearer afleep, 
« pow makes him prick up his ears, and liften 
« with avidity to the {iliy tale, and he cannot 
“ hinder fretting thoughts from continually rank- 
« ling in his mind.” 

Mr: Latocnaye fays exprefsly, “ ‘That notwith- 
« ftanding the general contempt of the public for 
« the Duke of Orleans, his authority as Grand 
‘© Mafter of the Mafons gave him the greateft 
“& opportunity that a feditious mind could defire 
« for helping forward the Revolution, He had 
“ ready to his hand a connected fyftem of hidden 
t Societies, protected by the State, habituated to 
*¢ fecrecy and artifice, and already tinged with 
“ the very enthufiafm he wifhed to infpire. In 
“ thefe he formed political committees, into which 
“ only his agents were admitted. He filled the 
t Lodges with the French guards, whom he cor- 
‘¢ rupted with money and hopes of preferment ; 
“ and by means of the Abbe Sieyes, and other 
“« emiffaries, they were harangued with all the fo- 


** phiftical declamation, or cant of Mafonry.” 
Mr, 
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Mr, Latocnaye fays, that all this was peculiar 
to the Lodges of the Grand Orient; but that 
there were many (act very many, if we judge by 
the Neuwied almanac, which reckons only 259in 
all France in 1784, of which 266 were of the 
Grand Orient) Lodges who continued on the old 
plan of amufing them/élves with a little folemn trif- 
ling. He coincides with Mr; Lefranc in the opinion 
that the awful and gloomy rituals of Mafenry, and 
particularly the levere trials of confidence and fub- 
miflion, muft have a great tendency to harden the 
heart, and At a män for attrocious actions. No one 
can doubt of this who reads the followingin{tance : 
_ * A candidate for reception into one of the 
‘¢ higheit Orders, after having heard many threat- 
i enings denounced againi{t all who fhould betray 
& the Secrets of the Order, was conducted to a 
& place where he faw the dead bodies of feveral 
‘© who were faid to have fuffered for their trea- 
« chery. He then faw his own brother tied hand 
« and foot, begging his mercy and interceffion. 
« He was informed that this perfon was about to 
« {offer the punifhment due to this offence, and 
“ that it was referved for him (the candidate) to 
“& be the intrument of this juft vengeance, and 
e that this gave him an opportunity of manifeft- 
« ing that he was completely devoted to the Or- 
« der. It being obferved that his countenance 
“« gave figns of inward horror, (the perfon in 
bonds imploring his mercy all the while) he 
was told that in order to fpare his feelings, a 
“« bandage fhould be put over his eyes. A dagger 
** was then put into his right hand, and being 
hood-winked, his left hand was laid upon the 
palpitating heart of the criminal, and he was 
t then ordered to ftrike, He inftantly obeyed ; 
** and when the bandage was taken from his eyes, 
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& he faw that it was a lamb that he had ftabbed, 
Surely fuch trials and fuch wanton cruelty are 
‘© ft only for training conf{pirators.”’ 

Mr. Latoenaye adds, that ‘‘ when he had been 
‘* initiated, an old gentleman afked him what De 
‘* thought of the whole?” Heanfwered, ‘t A great 
* deal of noife, and much nonfenfe.” ‘t Nonienfe.” 
faid the ether don't judge forafhly, young man ; 
“ I have worked thefe twenty-five years, aud the 
* farther 1 advanced, it interefled me the more ; 
“ but I flopped fhort, and nothing fhall prevail on 
“ me to advance a ftep farther.” “In another con- 
verfation the gentleman faid, “ I imagine that my 
“ floppage was owing to my refufal about nine years 
2go, to lifen to fome perfons who made to me, 
** oat of the Ledge, prepofals which were feditious 
“ and horrible; for ever fince that time I have re- 
“ marked, that my higher Brethren treat me wih a 
“ much greater referve than they had done before, 
“ and that, under the pretext of further inflruction; 
“ they have laboured to confute the notions which 
“ Thad alieady acquired, by giving fome of the 
“ mof delicate fubjeGls a different turn. I faw 
* that they wanted to remove fome fufpicions which 
‘¢ I was beginning to form concerning the ultimate 
“ {cope of the whole.” 

I imagine that thefe obicrvaticns will leave uo 
doubt in the mind of the reader with refpect to the 
influence of the fecret Fraternity of Free Mafonry 
in the French Revolution, and that he will allow it 
to be highly probable that the infamous Duke of Or- 
Jeans k sad, from the beginning, entertained hopes of 
mouniing the throne of France. Itis not my pro- 
vince to prove or difprove this point, only I think 
it no leis evident, from many circumftances in the 
tranlaclions cf thole Ser teen days, that the 
ative leaders had quite different views, and were 

impelled 
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impelled by fanatical notions of democratic felicity, 
or, more probably, by their own ambition to be the 
movers of this vaft machine, to overturn the ancient 
government, and erea republic, of which they 
hoped to be the managers*. Mirabeau had learned 
when in Germany that the principles of anarchy 
had been well digeited into a tyf%em, and therefore 
withed for fome inftruction as to the fubordinate de- 
tail of the butinefs, and for this purpofe requefled a 
deputation fram the L//mmimale, 

In fucha caufe as this, we may be certain that no 
ordinary perfon would be fent. One of the depu- 
ties was Ainelius, the next perfon in the order to 
Spartacus and Ph'lo. His worldly name was Jchann, 
J. C. Bode, at Weimar, privy-counfellor to the 
Prince of Hefle-Darmftadt. (See Fragmente der 
Biograpbie des verftorbenes Freyberr Bode in Weimar, 
mit suverlafigen Urkunder, 8vo. Riom. 1795. See 
allo Endliche Shickfill dey Freymaurerey, 17943 alfo 
Wiener Leit{cbrift fur 1793-)—This perfon has 
played a principal part in the whole fcheme of Illu- 
mination. He was a perfon of confiderable and 
ihowy talents as a writer. He bad great talents for 
converfation, and had kept good company. With 


* The depofitions at the Chatelet, which I have already quoted, 
ive repeated and unequivocal proofs, that he, with a confiderable 
number of the deputies of the National Affembly, had formed 
this plot before the 5th of OGtober 1789. That trial was con- 
ducted in a ftrange manner, partly out of refpeét for the Royal 
Family, which {till had fome hearts affectionately attached to it, 
znd to the monarchy, and partly by reafon of the fears of 
the members of thiscourt, There was now no fafety for any 
perfon wio differed from the opinion of the frantic populace of 
Paris. The chief points of accufat‘on were written in a {chedule 
which is not publithed, and the wituefles were ordered to depofe 
on thefe in one general Yes or No; fo that it is only the lez im- 
portant part of the evidence that has been printed. I am well 
informed that the whole of it is carefully preferved, and will one 
day appear. 


re{pect 
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refpeŝ to his myftical charafter, his experience was 
great. He was one of the Templar Mafons, and a- 
mong them was Equ es a Liliis Convallium. He had 
[pecu lated much about the origin and hiftory of Ma- - 
fonry, and when atthe Willemfbad convention, 
was converted to Illuminati{m. He was the great 
inftigator of Nicholai, Gedicke, and Bielter, to the 
hunt after Jefuits which fo much occupied hen, and 
fuggetted to Nicholai his journey through Germany. 
Leuch itfenring whom I mentioned before, was only 
the letter-carrier between Bode and thefe three an- 
thors. -He was juft fuch a man as Weithaupt wilh- 
ed for; his head filled with Mafonic fanaticifm, at- 
taching infinite importance to the frivolities of Ma- 
fonry, and engaged in an enthufiaitic and fruitlels 
refearch after its origin and hiitory. He had col- 
le&ed, however, fach anumber of archives (as they 
were called) of Free Mafonry, that he fold his manu- 
{cript to the Duke of Saxe Gotha, (into whofe fer- 
vice Weifhaupt engaged himielf when he was driven 
from Bavaria), for 150 dahlers. This little anec- 
dote fhows the high importance attributed to thofe 
matters by perfons of whom we fhould expe better 
things. - Bode was alfo a molt determined and vio- 
lent materiali. Befidesal! thefe qualities, foaccepta- 
ble to the Illuminati, he was a diicontented Templar 
Mafon, having been repeatedly difappointed of the 
preferment which he thought himlelf entitled to. 
When he learned that the tirft operations of the Il- 
Juminati were to be the obtaining the fole direction 
of the Mafon Lodges, aud of the whole Fraternity, 
his hopes revived of rifing to fome of the Com- 
manderies, which his enthufiafm, or rather fanati- 
cifm, had made him hope to fee one day regained 
by the Order :—but when he found that the next and 
favourite obje was to root out the Siri Ob/ervanz 
altogether, he flarted back. But Philo faw that the 
underflanding 
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underflanding (fhall we call it?) that can be dazzled 
with one whim, may be dazzled with another, and 
he now attached him to Illuminaufm, by a magni- 
ficent difplay of a world ruled by the Order, and 
conducted to happinefs by means of Liberty and 
Equality. This did the bufinefs, as we fee by the 
private correfpondence, where Philo informs Spar- 
tacus of his firft difficulties with Amelius. Ameli- 
us was gained over in Auguft :782, and we fee by 
the fame correfpondence, that the greateft affairs 
were foon entrulled to him—he was generally em- 
ployed to deal with the great. Whena Graf ora 
Baron was to ke wheedled into the Order, Amelius 
was the agent.—He was alfo the chief operator 
in all their contefts with the Jefuits and the Rofy- 
crucians. It was alfo Bode that procured the im- 
portant accefiion of Nicholai to the Order. This 
he brought about through Leuchtfenring ; and lafl- 
ly, his numerous connectious ainong the Free Ma- 
fons, together with Knigge’s influence among them, 
enabled the IJluminati to worm themfelves into 
every Lodge, and at laft gave them almoft the entire 
command of the Fraternity. 

Such was the firft of the deputies to France. The 
other was a Mr. Bufiche, called in the Order Bay- 
ard; therefore probably a man of refpedlable cha- 
racter ; for molt of Spartacus’s names were fignifi- 
cant like his own. He was a military man, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in the fervice of Hefe Darmitadt.— 
‘This man alfo was a difcontented Templar Mafon, 
and his name in that Fraternity had been Eques a 
Fontibus Eremi. He was illuminated by Kuigge. 
He had aifo been unfuccefsful both at court and in 
the field, in both of which ficuations he had been at- 

tempting to make a diftinguifhed figure. He. as well 
` as Bode, were immerfed in debts. ‘They were sabe 
ore 
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fore jufl in the proper temper for Cofmo-political 
enterprife. 

They went to Paris in the end of 1788, while the 
Notables were fitting, and all Paris was giving ad- 
vice. The alarm that was raifed about Animal Mag- 
netifm, which was indeed making much noife at that 
time, and particularly at Paris, was affigned by them 
as the great motive of the journey. Bode alfo faid 
that he was anxious to learn what were the correc- 
tions made on the fyftem of the Chevaliers Bienfai- 
fants. They had taken that name at firft, to {creen 
themfelves from the charges againft them under the 
name of Templars. ‘Lhey had corrected fomething 
in their fyftem when they took the name Philalethes. 
And now when the Schifms of the Philalethes were 
healed, and the Brethren again united under the 
name of Amis Reunis, he fufpe&ed that Jefuits had 
interfered ; and becaufe he had heard that the prin- 
ciples of the Amis Keunis were very noble, he wifh- 
ed to be more certain that they were purged of eve- 
ry thing Jefuitical. 

The depnties accordingly arrived at Paris, and 
immediately obtained edmifiion into thefe two Fra- 
ternities*. “They found both of them in the ripell 


* To prevent interruptions, I may juk mention here the autho- 
rities for this journey and co-operation of the two deputies. 

r. Bin wichtiger Auffehlufs aber en noch wenig bekannte Veran- 
laffing der Franzôftken Revolution, ia the Vienna Zeitfchrift for 
1793» P- 145. 

2. Endliche Shickfall des Freymaurer Ordens, 1794, p- 19- 

3. Neuefle Arbeitung des Spartacus and Philo, Munich, 1793+ p. 
151—54. 

4. Hifforifche Nachrichten úber die Franc Revolution 1792, vor 
Girtanner, var. loc. 

g. Revolistions Almanach fir 1792--4, Gottingen, var. loc. 

6. Beytraze znr Biographie des verfarbenes Frey-Herr v. Bode, 
1794- i 

+. Āloyazin des Literatur ct Kun, for 1792, 3) 42 Se Ge 


Nate 


CHAP. IV. THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 291 


flate for Illumination, having [haken off all the cabz- 
hiftical, chemical, and myflical whims that had for- 
merly diflurbed them, and would now take up too 
much of their time. They were now cultivating 
with great zeal the philofephico political dodrines 
of univerfal citizenfhip. Their leaders, to the 
number of twenty, are mentioned by name in the 
Berlin Monatfchrift for 1785, and among them are 
feveral of the firft a@ors ın the French Revolution. 
But this is nothing diilindlive, becaufe perfons of all 
opinions were Mafons. 

The Amis Reunis were little behind the illumi+ 
nati in every thing that was irreligious and anarchi- 
cal, and had no inclination for any of the formali- 
ties of ritual, &c. They werezlready fit for the 
higher myfteries, and only wanted to learn the me- 
thods of bufinefs which had fucceeded fo well in 
{preading their doctrines and maxims over Germa- 
ny. Belides, their doctrines had not been digefted 
into a fyftem, nor had the artful methods of leading 
on the pupils from bad to werfe been practifed. For 
hitherto, each individual had vented in the Lodges 
his own opinions, to unburden his own mind, and 
the Brethren liltened for inftruction and mutual en- 
couragement. Therefore, when Spartacus’s plan 
was Communicated to them, they faw at once its im- 
portance, in all its branches, fuch as the ule of the 
Mafou Lodges, to fith for Minervals—the rituals and 
ranks to entice the ycung, and to lead them by de> 
grees to opinions and meafures which, at fri fight, 
would have fhocked them. The firm hold which is 
gotten of the pupils, and indeed of all the inferior 
claffes, by their reports in the courfe of their pre- 
tended training in the knowledge of themfelves and 
of othermen—and, above all,the previncial arrange- 

' mentof the order, andcheciever fubordinationanden- 
tire dependence on a felect band or Pandemenium at 
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Paris, which fhould infpire and direc the whole.—Ë , 
think (altho’ I have not exprefs afiertions of the fact) 
from the fubfequent conduct of the French revolters, 
that even at this early period, there were many in 
thofe focieties who were ready to go every length pro- 
pofed to them by the Illuminati, fuch as the aboli- 
tion of royalty, and of all privileged orders, as ty- 
rants by nature, the annihilation and robbery of the 
ptiefthoad, the rooting out of Chriflianity, and the 
introduction of Atheilm, ora philofuphical chimera 
which they were to call Religion. Mirabeau had 
often fpoken of the lat branch of the Illuminated 
principles, and the converfations held at Verfailles 
during the awful paufes of the sth of Oober, 
{which are to be feen in the evidence before the 
Chatelet in the Orleans procefs,) can hardly be 

fuppofed to be the fancies of an accidental mob. 
Mirabeau was, as I have faid, at the head of 
this democratic party, and had repeatedly faid, 
that the only ufe of a King was to ferve as a pa- 
geant, in order to give weight to public meafures 
in the opinion ofthe populace,—And Mr. Latoc- 
naye fays, that this party was very numerous, and 
that immediately after the imprudent or madlike 
invitation of every {cribbler ina garret to give his 
advice, the party did not fcruple to {peak their 
fentiments in public, and that they were encou- 
raged in their encomiums on the advantages of a 
virtuous republican government by Mr. Neckar, 
who had a moft estravagant and childifh predi- 
lection for the conftitution of Geneva, the place 
of his nativity, and was alfo much tinged with 
the Cofmo-political philofophy of the times. The 
King’s brothers, and the Princes of the blood, 
prefented a memorial to his Majefty, which con- 
cluded by faying, that “ the efervefence of the 
** public opinions had come to fuch a height that 
' the 


CHAP. IVe THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 293 


“t the moft dangerous principles, imported from 
“ foreign parts, were avowed in print with per- 
e fe& impunity—tkat his majefty had unwarily 
« encouraged every fanatic to ditate to him, 
« and to {pread his poifonons fentiments, in which 
“ the rights of the throne were not only difre- 
& fpected, but were even difputed—that the rights 
« of the higher ciaffes in the ftate ran a great rifk 
“ of being fpeedily fupprefied, and that nothing 
«& would hinder the facred right of property from 
“ being ere long invaded, and the unequal diftri- 
“ bution of wealth from being thought a proper 
“¢fubjyed of reform,” 

When fuch was the ftate of things in Paris; it 
is plain that the buifinefs of the German deputies 
would be eafily tranfaéted. ‘They were received 
with open arms by the Philalethes, the Amis de 
la Verite, the Social Contract, &c. and in the 
courfe of a very few wecks in the end of 1788, 
and the beginning of 1789, (that is, before the 
end of March) the whole of the Grand Orient, 
including the Philalethes, Amis Reunis, Martinif- 
tes, &c. had the fecrets of Illumination commu- 
nicated to them. The operation naturally began 
with the Great National Lodge of Paris, and thote 
in immediate dependence on it. It would alfo feem, 
from many circumf{tarces that occurred to my ob- 
fervation, that the Lodges in Alface and Lorraine 
were Illuminated at this time, and not long before 
as I had imagined. Strafburg I know had been 
Ilinminated long ago, while Philo was in the Or- 
der. A circumftance ftrikes me here as of fome 
moment. The fets of Philalethes, and Amis 
Reunis were refinements engrafted on the fyftem 
of the Chevaliers Beinfaifants at Lyons, Such re- 
finements never fail to be confidered as a fort of 
herefy, and the profeffors will be held with a jea- 

209 lous 
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lous and unfriendly eye by fome, who will pride 
themfelves on adhering to the old faith. And 
the greater the fuccefs of the herefy, the greater 
will be the animofity between the parties —May 
not this help to explain the mutual hatred of the 
Parifians and the Lyonnois, which produced the 
moft dreadfnl attrocities ever perpetrated on the 
face of the earth, and made a fhambles and a de- 
-fert of the fineft city of France? 

The firft proceeding by the advice of the de- 
puties was the formation of a political committee 
in every Lodge. This committee correfponded 
with the diftant Lodges, and in it were difcufsed 
and fettled all the political principles which were 
to be inculcated on the members, The author of 
the Neuefte Arbeitung fays exprefsly, that ‘* he 
“ was thoroughly inftrucéted in this; that it was 
“ given in charge to thefe committees to frame 
t gencral rules, and to carry through the great 
“ plan (grand auvre ) of a general. overturning 
‘¢ of religion and government.” The principal 
leaders of the fubfequent Revolution were mem- 
bers of thefe committees. Here were the plans 
laid, and they were tranfmitted through the king- 
dom by the Correfponding Committees, 

Thus were the ftupid Bavarians (as the French 
were once pleafed to call them) their inftructors 
in the art of overturning the world. The French 
were indeed the firft who put it in practice, Thefe 
committees arofe from the Illuminati in Bavaria, 
who had by no means given over working; and 
thefe committees produced the Jacobin Club. It 
is nota frivolous remark, that the Mafonic phrafe 
of the perfons who wifh to addrefs the Brethren, 
s (F. S. je demande la parole, which the F. S. re- 
** ports to the V.G. M. and which he announces 
“ ro the Brethren thus, “ Mes freres, frere tel 

** demande 
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“ demande la parole, la parole lui eft accordee,” ) 
is exactly copied by the Jacobin Club. ‘There is 
furely no natural connection between Free Ma- 
fonry and Jacobinifm—but we feek the link—II- 
luminatifm,— 

The office-bearers of one of the Lodges of Phi- 
lalethes in Paris were Martin, Willermaoz, (who 
had been deputy from the Chevaliers Beinfaifants 
to the Willemfbad Convention) Chappe, Minet*, 
de la Henriere, and Savaticr de ? Ange, -In an- 
other (the Contra? Social) the Political Commit- 
tee confilted of La Fayette, Condorcet, Pethion, 
d'Orleans, Abbe Bartholis, ad’ Aiguillon, Bailly, 
Marq. de la Salle, Defprefinentl, This particular 
Lodge had been founded and couduéted by one 
De Leutre, am adventurer and cheat of the firft 
maguitude, who fometimes made a figure, and at 
other times was without a fhilling, At this very 
time he wasa {py attached to the office of the po- 
lice of Parist. The Duke of Orleans was Warden 

* Minet was, I think, at this time a player. He was fon of 
a furgeon at Nantes—rob’ed his father and fled—enlifted in 
Holland—deferted and became fmuggler—was taken and burnt 
in the liand—became player and married an a¢trefs—then became 
prieft—a d was made Bifhop of Nantes by Coultard in difcharge 
of a debt of sool. Mr. Latocnaye often faw Couftard kneel to 
him for benedi€tion. It cannot be fuppo’ed that he was much ve- 
nerated in his pontificals in his native city.—It feems Minet, 
Minet, is the call of the children to a kitten—This was prohibit- 
ed at Nantes, and many perfons whipped for the freedom ufed 


with his name. 
+ Lam told that he now (or very lately) keeps the beft com: 
pany, and lives in elegance and affluence in London. 


Augur, {chenobates, medicus, magus omnia novit 
Greculus efuriens; in calum jufforis, ibitt. 
Tugentum volex audacia perdita, fermo 
Promptus. 
f Allfciences a hungry Frenchman knows, 
And bid him go to hell—to hell he goes. 
Fohnfon’s Tranflation. 


o 
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of the Lodge. The bbe Sieyes was a Brother 
Orator, but not of this Lodge, nor, I think, of 
the former. It was probably of the one condué- 
ed by Mirabeau and the Abbe Perigord, But it ap- 
pears from the piece from which J am at prefent bor- 
rowing, that Sieyes was prefeat in the meetings of 
both Lodges, probably as vifiting Brother, employ- 
ed in bringing them to common meafures. 1 muft 
obferve, that the fubfequent conduét of fome of 
thefe men does not juft accord with my coniec- 
ture, that the principles of the Hluminati were 
adopted in their full extent. But we know that 
all the Bavarian Brethren. were not equally Iu- 
minated, and it would be only copying their 
teachers if the clevereft of theie their {cholars 
fhould hold a faacium fandforum among them- 
felves, without inviting allto the conference. Ob- 
ferve too that the chief lefon which they were 
now taking from the Germans was te method of 
doing bufinefs, of managing their correfpondence, 
and of procuring and training pupils, A French- 
man does not think that he needs inftrution in any 
thing like principle or fcience, He is ready’on all 
occations to be the inflruétor. 

Thus were the Lodges of France converted in 
avery fhort time into a fet of fecret affiliated fo- 
cieties, correfponding with the mother Lodges of 
Paris, receiving from thence their principles and 
inftructions, and ready to rife up at once when 
called upon to carry on the great work of over-' 
turning the {tate. 

Hence it has arifen that the French aimed, in 
the very beginning, at overturning the whole 
wakl, In all the revolutions of other countries, 
the {chemes and plots have extended no farther 
than the nation where they took their rife. But 
here we have feen that they take in the whole 

world 
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world. They have repeatedly declared this in 
their manifeítos, and they have declared it by 
their condué&t—This is the very aim of the Ilu- 
minati, Hence too may be explained how the re- 
volution tock place in a moment in every part of 
France. The revolutionary focieties were early 
formed, and were working in fecret before the 
opening of the National Affembly, and the whole 
nation changed, and changed again, and again, as 
if by beat of drum. Thole duly initiated in this 
myitery of iniquity were ready every where at a 
call. And we fee Weifhaupt’s ‘with acconiplifhed 
in an unexpected degree, and the debates in a 
club giving laws to folemn affemblies of the na- 
tion, and ali France bending the neck to the city 
of Paris, The members of the club are liluminati, 
and fo are a great part of their correfpondents,— 
Each operates in the ftate asa Minerval would do 
in the Order, and the whole goes on with fyfte- 
matic regularity. The famous Jacobin Club was 
juft one of thofe Lodges, as has been already ob- 
ferved ; and as, among individuals one commonly 
takes the lead, and contrives for the reft, fo it has 
happencd on the prefent cccafion, that this Lodge, 
fupported by Orleans and Mirabeau, was the one 
that ftepped forth and fhewed itfelf to the world 
and thus became the oracle of the party; and ali 
the reft only echoed its difcourfes, and at laft al- 
lowed it to give law to the whole, and even to 
rule the kingdom. It is to be remarked too that 
the founders cf the club at Mentz were Hlumi- 
nati, (Relig. Begebenh. 1793. p. 440.) before the 
Revolution, and correfponded with another Lodge 
at Strafburg ; and there two produced mighty ef- 
fects during the year 1790, Ina performance call- 
el Memoires Pofthumes de Cuftine it is faid, that 
when that gencral was bending his courte to Hol- 

land, 
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land, the Illuminati at Strafburg, Worms, and 
Spire, immediately formed clubs, and invited him 
into that quarter, and, by going to Mentz and en- 
couraging their brethren in that city, they raifed 
a party againft the garrifon, and actually deliver- 
ed up the place to the French army. 

A little book, juft now printed with the title 
Paragraphan, fays, that Zimmerman, of whom I 
have fpoken more than once, went to France te 
preach liberty. He was employed as a miffionary 
of Revolution in Alface, where he had formerly 
been a moft fuccefsful miffionary of Illuminatifm, 
Of his former proceedings the following is a curi- 
ous anecdote. He connected himfelf with a highly 
accomplifhed and beautiful woman, whofe con- 
verfation had fuch charms, that he fays the gained 
him near a hundred converts in Spire alone. Some 
perfons of high rank, and great exterior dignity 
of character, had felt more tender imprefiions— 
and when the lady informed them of certain con- 
fequences to their reputation, they were glad to 
compound matters with her friead Mr. Zimmer- 
man, who either paffed for her hufoand or took 
the {candal on himfelf. He made above 1500 
Louis d’ors in this way, When he returned, as a 
preacher of Revolution, he ufed to mount the 
pulpit with a fabre in his hand, and baw] out, 
“ Behold, Frenchmen, this is yonr God, This 
t alone can fave you.” The author adds, that 
when Cufline broke into Germany, Zimmerman 
got admilion to him, and engaged to deliver 
Manheim into his hands, ‘To gain this purpofe, 
he olicred to fet fome corners of the city on fire, 
and affared him of fupport. Culltine declined the 
offer.—“immerman appeared againft him before 
the Revolutionary Tribunal, and accufed him of 
treachery to his caufe.—Cuitinw’s anfwer is re- 

remarkable, 


CHAP. iV. THE FRENGH REVOLUTION. 299 


markable, ‘“ Hardly,” faid he, “had I fet my 
“ foot in Germany, when this man, and all the 
«e fools of his country, befieged me, and would 
“ have delivered up to me thcir towns and vil- 
*¢ Jages—What occafion had I to do any thing to 
“ Manheim, when the Prince was neutral?” Zim- 
merman found his full account in Robefpierre’s 
bloody fway—but the fhort term of his attrecities 
was alfo the whole of Zimmerman’s carreer. He 
was arrefted, but again liberated, and foon after 
again imprifoned, after which I can learn no more 
of him. The fame thing is pofitively afferted in 
another performance, called Cri de la Raifon, and 
in a third, called Les Mafques Arrachees. Ob- 
ferve too, that it is not the clubs merely that are 
accufed of this treachery, but the Illuminati. De 
la Metherie allo, in his preface to the Fournal de 
Phyfique for 1790, fays exprefsly, that ‘* the caufe 
*¢ and arms of France were powerfully fupported 
“& in Germany by a fe& of philofophers called the 
“ Illuminated.” Inthe preface to the Fournaž for 
1792, he fays, that ‘* Letters and deputations were 
* received by the Affembly from feveral Corret- 
t€ ponding Societies in England, felicitating them 
“ on the triumph of Reafon and Humanity, and 
* promifing them their cordial affiftance.” 
He read fome of thefe manifeftos, and fays, 
that “ one of them recommended ftrongly the 
« political education of the children, who fhould 
& be taken from the parents and trained up 
** for the ftate.”—--Another lamented the bale- 
ful influence of property, faying, that ‘‘ the ef- 
** forts of the Affembly would be fruitlefs, till the 
t fence was removed with which the laws fo 
anxioufly fecured inordinate wealth. They 
fhould rather be directed to the fupport of ta- 
Jents and virtue; becaufe property would al- 
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t ways fupport itfelf by the too great influence 
** which it had in every corrupted ftate. The 
** Jaws fhould prevent the too great accumulation 
“ of it in Particular families.” In fhort, the 
counfel was almoft verbatim what the Abbe Cof- 
fandey declared to have been preached in the 
meetings of the Illuminati, which terrified him 
and his colleagues, and made them quit the affo- 
ciation. Anarcharfis Cloots, born in Pruffian Weft- 
phalia, a keen Illuminatus, came to Paris for the 
exprefs purpofe of forwarding the great work, and 
by intriguing in the ftyle of the Order, he got 
himfelf made one of the Reprefentatives of the 
Nation. He feems to have been one of the com- 
pleteft fanatics in Cofmo-politifm, and juit fuch a 
tool as Weifhaupt would choofe to employ for a 
coarfe and arduous job, He broke out at once in- 
to all the filly extravgzance of the unthinking 
herd, and his whole language is juft the jargon of 
Illumination, Citizen of the world—Liberty and 
Equality, the imprefcripitible Rights of Man--— 
Morality, dear Morality—Kings and Priefts are 
ufelefs things—they are Defpots and Corrupters, 
&c.—He declared himfelf an atheift, and zealouf 
ly laboured to have atheifm eftablifhed by Jaw. 
He conducted that farcical proceffion in the true 
ftyle of the moft childith ritual of Philo, where 
counterfeited deputies from all quarters of the 
world, in the dreffes of their countries, came to 
congratulate the nation for its victory over Kings 
and Priefts. Itis alfo worthy of remark, that by 
this time Leuchtfenring, whom we have feen fo 
zealous an J//uminatus, after having been as zea- 
‘lous a Proteftant, tutor of Princes, Hofrath and 
Hofmeifter, was now a fecretary or clerk in one 
of the Bureaus of the National Afiembly of 
France, 
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I may add as a finifhing touch, that the National 
Aflembly of France was the only body of men that 
I have ever heard of who openly and lyftematically 
propofed to employ affaffination, and to inftitute a 
band of patriots, who fhould exercife this profeffion 
either by {word, piflol, or poifon ;—and though the 
propofal was not carried into execution, it might be 
confidered as the fentiments cf the meeting ; for it 
was only delayed till it fhould be confidered how far 
it might net be imprudent, becaufe they might ex- 
pect reprifals. The Abbe Dubois engaged to poifon 
the Comte d’Artois; but was himfelf robbed and 
poifoned by his accomplices.x—There were ftrong 
reafons for thinking that the Emperor of Germany 
was poifoned—and that Mirabeau was thus treated 
by his pupil Orleans,—alfo Madame de Favras and 
her fon.—This was copying the Illuminati very 
carefully. 

After all thefe particulars, can any perfon havea 
doubt that the Order of Illuminati formally inter- 
fered in the French Revolution, and contributed 
greagly to its progrefs? There is no denying the in- 
folence and oppreffion of the Crown and the Nobles, 
nor the mifery and flavery of the people, nor that 
there were fufficient provocation and caufe for a to- 
tal change of meafures and of principles. But the 
rapidity with which one opinion was declared in 
every corner, and that opinion as quickly changed, 
and the change announced every where, and the 
perfect conformity of the principles, and famenefs 
of the language, even in arbitrary trifles, can hard- 
ly be explained in any other way. It may indeed 
be faid ‘* que les beaux genies fe rencontrent,—that 
“ wits jump. The priuciples are the fame, and 
“ the conduct of the French has been fuch as the 
** Illuminati would have exhibited ; but this is all 
“ the Illuminati no longer exifled.” Enough has 
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been faid on this point already.—The facts are as 
have been narrated. The Illuminati continued as 
an Order, and even held affemblies, though not fo 
frequently nor fo formally as before, and though 
their Æreopagns was no longer at Munich. But let us 
hear whatthe Frenchthemfelvesthought of the matter. 
In 1789, or the beginning of 1790, a manifefis 
was fent from the Grann Nationat Lonce of Free 
Mafons (fo it is entitled) at Paris, figned by the 
Duke of Orleans as Grand Majfter, addreffedand fent 
to the Lodges in all tbe refpeđlable cities of Europe, 
exhorting them to unite for the fupport of the French 
Revolution, to gain it friends, defenders, and dependents ; 
and according to their opportunilies, and the practica- 
bility of the thing, to kindle and propagate the /ptrit 
of revolution through all lands. ‘This isa moft im- 
portant article,and deferves a very ferious attention. 
{ got it firflof all ina work called, Hochfe wichtige 
Erinnerungen zur rechten Zeit uber einige der aller- 
erufibafteften Angelegenbeiten diefes Zettalters, vor 
L. A. Hoffmann, Vienna, 1795*- 
- The author of this work fays, * That every thing 
* he advances in thefe memorandums is confiftent 
with his own perfonal knowledge, and that he is 
ready to give convincing proofs of them to any 
refpectable perfon who will apply to him perfon- 
ally. He has already given fuch convincing do~ 
cuments to the Emperor, and to feveral Princes, 
that many of the.maclinations occafioned by this 
maniiefic have been deteéied and flopped; and 
* he would have no fcruple at laying the whole be- 
fore the public, did it not unavoidably involve 
« feveral worthy perfons who had fuffered them- 
felves to be mifled, and heartily repented of their 
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* Meot important Memorandums, in proper Seafon, eoncern- 
jag gaz of the mof ferious Occurrences of the prefent Age, by L. 
A. Hofmann, Vicana, 1795. f 
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“ errors.” Hejs naturally (being a Catholic) very 
fevere on the Proieftants, (and indeed he has much 
reafon,) and by this has drawn on himfelf many 
bitter retorts. He has however defended himfelf 
againft al] that are of any confequence to his good 
name and veracity, in a manner that fully convinces 
any impartial reader, and turns to the confufion of 
the flanderers. 
Hoffmann fays, that ‘he faw fome of thofe mani- 
** feftos; that they were not all of one tenor, fome 
“ being addrefled to friends, of whofe fupport they 
“ were already aflured.” One very important arti- 
cle of their contents is Earneff exhortations 10 cflablifb 
in every quarter fecret /chools of political education, 
and fchools for the public education of the children of 
the people, under the direction of well-principled maf- 
ters ; and offers of pecuniary affiflance for this purpofe, 
and for the encouragement of writers in favour of the 
Revolution, and for indemnifying the patriotic book /el. 
lers who Juffer by their endeavours to Jupprefs publi- 
cations which have an eppofite tendency. We know 
very well that the immenfe revenue of the Duke of 
Orleans was fcattered among all the rabble of the 
Palais Royal. Can we doubt of its being employed 
in this manner? Our doubts muft vanifh, when 
we fee that not long after this was publicly faid in 
the National Affembly, * that this method was the 
moft effectual for accomplithing their purpofe of 
fetting Europe in aflame.” ‘But much expence,” 
fays the fpeaker, ‘‘ will attend it, and much has al- 
“ ready been employed, which cannot be named 
“ becaufe it is given in fecret.” The Affembly’ 
had given the Illumination waz-hoop—* Peace with 
“ cottages, but war with palaces’—A pouvoir revolu- 
tionnaire is mentioned, which fuperfedes all narrow 
thoughts, all ties of morality. Lequinio publifhes 
the moft deteftable book that ever iflued from a 
printip , 
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‘printing prefs, Les Prejuges vaincus, containing all 
the principles, and exprefled in the very words of 
Illuminatifm. 

Hoffmann tays, that the French Propaganda had 
many emiliaries in Vienna, and many friends 
whom he could point out. Mirabeau in particu- 
lar had many conneétions in Vienna, and to the 
certain knowledge of Hoffmann, carried on a 
great correfpondence in cyphers. The progre(s of 
Illumination had been very great in the Auftrian 

tates, and a ftatefman gave him an account of 
their proceedings, (qui font redrcffer les cheveux ) 
which makes one’s hair ftand on end. ‘* I no lon- 
“ ger wonder,” fays he, * that the Neuefte Arber- 
« zung des Spartacus und Philo was forbidden. 
“ O ye almighty ///uminat?, what can you net 
« accomplilh by your ferpent-like infinuation and 
« cunning!” Your leaders fay, “ This book is 
« dangerous, becaufe it will teach wicked men 
« the moft refined methods of rebellion, and it 
«& muft never get into the hands of the common 
« people. They have faid with the moft impu- 
‘« dent face to fome Princes, who did not per- 
« ceive the deeper-laid realon for {upprefiing the 
* book, The leaders of the ///uminati are, not 
« without reafon, in anxiety, left the inferior 
*¢ claffes of their own Society fhould make juft 
« repvifals tor having been fo bafely tricked, by 
« keeping them back and in profound ignorance 
“ of their real defigns; and for working on 
* them by the very goodne(s of their hearts, to 
«e their final ruin; and left the Free Mafons, 
« whom they have alfo abuled, thould think of 
“ revenging themielves, when the matchlefs vil- 
* lainy of their deceivers has been fo clearly ex- 
* pofed. Itis in vain for them to talk of the danger 
« of inftructing the people in the methods of fo- 
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menting rebellion by this book. The aims are 
too apparent, and even in the neighbourhood of 
Regeniburg, where the ftrength of the //Jas7- 
nati lay, every perfon faid aloud, that the Ilu- 
minatifm difcovered by this book was High 
Treafon, and the moft unheard of attempt to 
annihilate every religion and every civil go- 
vernment.” He goeson: “In 17901 was as 
well acquainted with the fpirit of the Ilumina- 
tion-{y ftem as at prefent, but only not fo docu- 
mented by their conftitutional aéts, as it isnow 
by the Neuefle Arbeitung des Spartacus und 
Philo. My Mafonic connections were formerly 
extenfive, and my publication entitled Ezghteex 
Paragraphs Concerning Free Mafonry, procured 
me more acquaintance with Free Mafons of 
the greateft worth; and of ///uminati equally 
upright, perfons of refpectability and know- 
ledge, who had difcovered and repented the 
trick and inveigling condu& of the Order. All 
of us jointly {wore oppofition to the J//uminat?, 
and my friends confidered me as a proper in- 
{trument for this purpofe. To whet my zeal, 
they put papers into my hands which made me 
fhudder, and raifed my diflike to the highett 
pitch. I received from them lifts of the mem- 
bers, and among them faw names which I la- 
mented exceedingly, ‘Thus ftood matters in 
1790, when the French Revolution began to 
take a ferious turn. The intelligent faw in the 
open fyftem of the Jacobins the complete hid- 
den fyftem of the illuminati., We knew that 
this fyftem included the whole world in its 
aims, and France was only the place of its firft 
explofion. The Propaganda works in every 
corner to this hour, and its emiffaries run about 
in ail the four quarters of the world, and are to 
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be found in numbers in every city that is a feat 
of government.” 

t He farther relates how they in Vienna want- 
ed to enliff him, and, as this failed, how they 
have abufed him even in the foreign newt- 
papers. 

“ J have perfonal knowledge (continues he) 
that in Germany a ftcond Mirabeau, Mauvil- 
Jon, had propofed in detail a planof revolution, 


t entirely and precifely fuited to the prefent ftate 


of German¥. This he circulated among feve- 
ral Free Mafon Lodges, among ail the llumi- 
nated Lodges which ftillremained in Germany, 
and through the hands of all the emiffaries of 
the Propaganda, who had been aiready dif- 
patched to the frontiers (vorpa/ten j of every 
diftrict of the empire, with means for ftirring 
up the people.” (N. B. In 1792, Mauvillon, 
ding abundant fupport and encouragement in 


the appearance of things round him, when the 
French arms had penetrated every where, and 
their invitations to revolt had met with fo hearty 
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reception from the difcontented in every ftate, 
me boldly forward, and, in the Brunfwick Jour- 
l for March 1792, declared that ‘he heartily 
rejoiced in the French Revolution, wifhed it all 
fuccefs, and thought himfelf liable to no re- 
proach when he declared his hopes that a fimi- 
lar Revolution would fpeedily take place in 
Germany.’’) 

Inthe Hamburgh Political Journal, Auguft, Sep- 


tember, and O<tober 1790, there are many proofs 


of 


the machinations of emifiaries from the Ma- 


Jon Ledges of Paris among the German Free Ma- 
fons—Sec pages 636, 963, 1087, &c. It appears 
that a club has taken the name of Propaganda- 
and meets ouce a week at leaft, in the form of a 
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Mafon Lodge. It confiftsof perfons of all nations, 
and is under the direction of the Grand Mafter, 
the Duke cf Orleans. De Leuire is one of the 
Wardens, They have divided Europe into colo- 
nies, to which they give revolutionary names, 
{fuch as the Cap, the Pike, the Lantern, &c. They 
have minifters in thefe colonies. (One is pointed 
out In Saxony, by marks which I prefume are weli 
underftood.) A fecret preis was found in Saxe 
Gotha, furnifhed with German types, which priat- 
ed a feditious work called the Fournal of Huma- 
aity, This journal was found in the mornings 
lying in the {treets and highways. The houfe be- 
longed to an J/luminatus of the name of Duport, 
a poor fchoolmafter—he was affociated with an- 
other in Strafburg, who was alfo an ///uiminatus.— 
His name was Meyer, the writer of the Strafourg 
Newfpaper. He had been fome time a teacher in 
Salzmann’s accademy, who we fee was alfo an //- 
fuminatus, but difpleafed with their proceedings 
almoft at firft, (Private Correfpondence. ) 

“ I have perfonal knowledge (continues Pro- 
feffor Hoffman) that in 1791, during the tem- 
porary dearth at Vienna, feveral of thefe emif- 
faries were bufy in corrupting the minds of the 
** poor, by telling them that in like manner the 
court had produced a famine in Paris in 1789. 
I deteéted {ome of them, and expofed them in 
** my Patriotic Remarks on the Prefent Dearth, 
and had the fatisfation of fveing my endea- 
** vours of confiderable effect.” 

Surely thefe facts flow that the Anarchifts of 
France knew of the German Illuminati, and con- 
fided in their fupport. They alfo knew to what 
particular Lodges they could addrefs themfelves 
with fafety and confidence,—But what need is 
there of more argument, when we know the zeal 

of 


308 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, CHAP, iV. 


of the Illuminati, and the unhoped for opportu- 
nity that the Revolution had given them of aé- 
ing with immediate effect in carrying on their 
great and darling work? Can we doubt that they 
would eagerly put their hand to the Plough? And, 
to complete the proof, do we not know from the 
lifts found in the fecret correfpondence of the Or- 
der, that they already had Lodges in France, and 
that in 1790 and 1791 many Illuminated Lodges 
in Germany, viz. Mentz, Worms, Spire, Frank- 
fort, actually interfered, and produced great ef- 
fects. In Switzerland too they were no leis active. 
They had Lodges at Geneva and at Bern, At 
Bern two Jacobins were fentenced to feveral years 
imprifonment, and among their papers were found 
their patents of Illumination, I alfo fee the fate of 
Geneva afcribed to the operations of Jlluminati 
refiding there, by feveral writers—particularly 
by Girtanner, and by the Gottingen editor of the 
Revolution Almanac, : l 

I conclude this article with an extract or two 
from the proceedings of the Nationai Affembly 
and Convention, which make it evident that their 
principles and their practice are precifely thofe of 
the Illuminati, on a great feale, 

When the aflumption of the Duchy of Savoy as 
an 84th Department was debated, Danton faid to 
the Convention, 

‘‘ In the moment that we fend freedom toa 
“ nation on our frontier, we muft fay to them you 
t muft have no more Kings—for if we are fur- 
t rounded by tyrants, their coalition puts our 
t own freedom in danger.—When the French 
‘* nation fent us hither, it created a great com- 
“& mittee for the general infurrection of the peo- 
© ple,” 

On 
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On the igth of November 1792 it was de- 
creed, ‘* That the Convention, in the name of 
& the French nation, tenders help and fraternity 
** to all people who would recover their liberty.” 

On the 21ft of November, the Prefident of the 
Convention faid to the pretended deputiés of the 
Duchy of Savoy, “ Reprefentatives of an inde- 
** pendent people, important to mankind was the 
* day when the National Convention of France 
** pronounced its fentence, Royal dignity ts abo- 
“ /ifhed.-—-From that day many nations will, in 
« future, reckon the era of their political exift- 
“ ence.—From the beginning of civil eftablith- 
t ments Kings have been in oppofition to their 
*¢ nations—-but now they rife up to annihilate 
“& Kings.—Reafon, when fhe darts her rays into 
t every corner, lays open eternal truths—--She 
“« alone enables us to pafs fentence on defpots, hi- 
t therte the fcare-crow of other nations,” 

But the moft diftinét exhibition of principle is 
to be feen in a report from the diplomatic com- 
mittee, who were commiffioned to deliberate on 
the conduct which France was to hold with other 
nations. On this report was founded the decree of 
the 15th of December 1793. ‘The Reporter ad- 
dreffes the Convention as follows: 

“ The Committees of Finance and War afk in 
“ the beginning—What is the object of the war 
‘¢ which we have taken in hand? Without all 
“ doubt the objet is THE ANNIHILATION OF 
I ALL PRIVILEGES, WAR WITH THE PALACES, 
** PEACE WITH THE COTTAGES. Thefe are the 
“ principles on which your declaration of war is 
** founded, All tyranny, all privilege, muft be 
treated as an enemy in the countries where we 
fet our foot. This is the genuine refult of our 
principles,—But it is not with Kings alone that 
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we are to wage war—were thefe our fole ene- 
mies, we fhould only have to bring down ten 
or twelve heads. We have to fight with all 
their accomplices, with the privileged orders, 
who devour and have oppreffed the people dur- 
ing many centuries. 
“ We muft therefore declare ourfelves for a 
revolutionary power in all the countries inta 
which we enter—(Loud applaufes from the AC 
fembly )—Nor need we put on the cloak of hu- 
manity—we difdain fuch little arts.—We muit 
clothe ourfelves with all the brilliancy of rea- 
fon, and all the force of the nation. We need 
iot mafk our principles—--the defpots know 
them already. The firft thing we muft do is to 
ring the alarum bell, for infurreétion and up- 
roar.—-VWVe muft, in a folemu manner, let the 
people fee the banifhment of their tyrants and 
privileged cafts-—otherwife, the people, ac- 
cuftomed to their fetters, wil! not be able to 
break their bonds.—It will effect nothing, meres 
ly to excite a rifing of the people—this wouid 
only be giving them words inftead of ftanding 
by them. 
“ And fince, in this manner, we ourfelves are 
the Revolutionary Adminiftration, all that is 
againft the rights of the people muft be over- 
thrown at our entry——We mutt difplay our prin- 
ciples by actually deftroying all tyranny; and 
our generals after having chafed away the ty- 
rants and their fatellites, muft proclaim to the 
people that they have brought them happinefs; 
and then, on the fpot, they muft fuppre({s tithes, 
feudal rights, and every fpecies of fervitude.”’ 
“ But we fhall have done nothing if we {top 
here. Ariftocracy ftill domineers—we muft 
therefore fupprefs all authorities exifting in the 
tt hands 
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‘© hands of the upper claffes.—When the Revo- 
t lutionary Authority appears, there maft nothing 
* of the old eftablifhment remain.—A popular 
“ fyftem muit be introduced—every office muft 
t be occupied by new funétionaries—-and the 
*© Sans Cullottes muft every where have a fhare 
tt in the Adminiftration, 

* Still nothing is done, till we declare aloud 
the precifion of our principles to {uch as want 
only half freedom.—We muft fay to them=if 
‘© you think of compromifing with the privileged 
èt cafts, we cannot fuffer fuch dealing with ty- 
“ rants—They are our enemies, and we muft treat 
*¢ them as enemies, becaufe they are neither for 
t Liberty nor Equality—Show yourfelves dif 
* poled to receive a free conftitution—and the 
* Convention will not only ftand by yon, bat will 
* give you permanent fupport; we will defend 
you again{t the vengeance of your tyrants 
t againft their attacks, and again{t their return. 
& — Therefore abolifh from among you the No- 
tt bles, and every ecclefiaftical and military in- 
*© corporation, They are incompatable with Equa- 
lity. —Henceforward you are citizens, all equal 
in rights—equally called upon to rule, to de- 
« fend, and to ferve your country.---The agents 
i ‘of the French Republic will inftrué and affiit 
you in forming a free conftitution, and affure 
i you of happinefS and fraternity.” 

This Report was loudly applauded, and a de- 
cree formed in precife conformity to its princi- 
ples. Both were ordered to be tranflated into 
all languages, and copies to be furnifhed to their 
generals, with orders to have them carefully dif- 
perled in the countries which they invaded. 

And, in completion of thefe decrees, their ar- 
mies found it ealy to collect as meny difcontented 

or 
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or worthlefs perfons in any country as fufficed for 
fetting up a tree of liberty. This they held as a 
fufficient call for their interference.----Sometimes 
they performed this ceremony themfelves—a re- 
prefentation was eafily made up in the fame way 
—and then, under the name of a free’ conftitu- 
tion, the nation was forced to acquiefce in a form 
diated at the point of the bayonet, in which 
they had not the {malleft liberty to choofe—and 
they were plundered of all they had, by way of 
compenfating to France for the trouble fhe had 
taken,—-And.,this they call Liberty,—It needs no 
comment,— 

Thus have I attempted to prove that the pre- 
fent awful fituation of Europe, and the general 
fermentation of the public mind in all nations, 
have not been altogether the natural operations of 
difcontent, oppreffion, and moral corruption, al- 
though thefe have been great, and have operated 
with fatal energy; but that this political fever has 
been carefully and fyftematically heightened by 
bodies of men, who profefled to be the phyficians 
of the State, and, while their open practice em-. 
ployed cooling medicines, and a treatment which 
all approved, adminifiered in fecret the moft in- 
flammatory poifons, which they made up fo as to 
flatter the difeafed fancy of the patient. Al- 
though this was not a plan begun, carried on, and 
conipleted by the fame perfons, it was undoubt- 
edly an uniform and confiftent {cheme, proceeding 
on the fame wnvaried principle, and France un- 
doubtedly now fmarts under all the woes of Ger- 
man Illumination. 

I beg leave to fuggeft a few thoughts, which 
may enable us to draw fome advantage from this 
fhocking mafs of information, 

Gereral 


=- 
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General Reflections, 


I. I may obferve, in the fir/? place, and I beg it 
may be particularly attended to, that in all thofe vil- 
lainous machinations again{l the peace of the world, 
the attack has been firft made on the principles of 
Morality and Religion. The confpirators faw that 
till thefe are extirpated, they have no chance of fuc- 
cefs; and their manner of proceeding fhews that 
they confider Religion and Morality as infeparably 
connected together. We learn much from this—Fas 
eft et ab hofte doceri.— They endeavour to deftroy 
our religious fentiments, by firft corrupting our mo- 
rals. They try to inflame our paffions, that when 
the demands from this quarter become urgent, the 
re{traints of Religion may immediately come in fight, 
and ftand in the way. They are careful, on this oc- 
cafion, to give fuch a view of thofe reftraints, that 
the real origin of them does not appear.—We are 
made to believe that they have been altogether the 
contrivance of Pries and defpots, in order to get 
the command of us. They take care.to fupport thefe 
affertions by fas, which, to our great fhame, and 
greater misfortune, are but too numerous. Having 
now the paffions on their fide, they find no difficulty 
in perfuading the voluptuary, or ‘the difcontented, 
that tyranny, actually exerted, or refolved on in fu- 
ture, is the fole origin of religious reflraint. He 
feeks no further argument, and gives himfelf no 
trouble to find any. Had he examined the matter 
with any care, he would find himfelf juft brought 
back to thofe very feelings of moral excellence and 
moral depravity that he wifhes to get rid of altoge- 
ther; and thefe would tell him that pure Religion 

does 
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does not lay a fingle reflraint on us that a noble na 
ture would not have laid on itfelf—nor enjoins a 
fingle duty which an ingenuous and warm heart 
would not be afhamed to find itfelf deficient in. He 
would then fee that all the fandtioris of Religion are 
fitted to his high rank in the fcale of exiftence: And 
the more he contemplates his future profpects, the 
more they brighten upon his view, the more attainable 
they appear, and the more he is able to know what 
they may probably be. Having attained this happy 
ftate of mind, (an attainment in the power of any 
kind heart that is in earneft in the enquiry) he will 
think that no punifhment is too great for the un- 
thankful and groveling foul which can forego fuch 
hopes, and reject thefenoble proffers, for the com= 
paratively frivolous and tranfitory gratifications of 
life. He is not frightened into worthy and virtuous 
conduct by fears of fuch merited punifhment; but, 
if not enticed into it by bis high expectations, he is; 
at leaf, retained in the paths cf virtue by a kind of 
manly fhame. 

But all this is overlooked, or is kept out of fight, 
in the inflrn@ions of Hluminatifm. In thefe the eye 
mult be kept always directed to the Defpot. This is 
the bugbear, and every thing is made to connect 
with prefent er future tyranny and oppreffion---- 
Therefore Religion is held out 2s a combination of 
terrors---the invention of the ftate-tools, the prietts. 
But it is not eafy to ftifle the fuggeftions of Nature— 
therefore no pains are {pared to keep them down, 
by encreafing the uncertainty and doubts which arife 
in the courte of all fpeculations on fuch fubjedts. 
Such difficulties occur inall {cientific difcuffions. --- 
Here they muit be numerous and embarrafling--- 
for in this enquiry we come near the firit principles 
of things, and the firft principles of human know- 
ledge. The geometer does not wonder at mif- 

takes 
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takes even in drs fcience, the moft fimple of all 
others.---- Nor does the mechanic or the chemift 
reject all his feience, becaufe he cannot attain 
clear conceptions of fome of the natural relations 
which operate in the phenomena under his confide- 
ration.—Nor do any of thefe ftudents of nature 
brand with the name of fool, or knave, or bigot, 
anoiher perfon who has drawn a different conclu- 
fion from the phenomenon.——In one point they 
all agree—they find themfelves poffeffed of faculties 
which enable them to fpeculate, and to difcover ; 
and they find, that the operation of thofe faculties is 
quite unlike the things which they contemplate by 
their means—and they feel a fatisfad?ion in the pof- 
Selfion of them, and in this diftinGion. But this 
feems a misfortune to our Illuminators. I have 
long been {truck with this. If by deep meditation 
I have folved a problem which has baffled the en- 
deavours of others, I fhould hardly thank the perfon 
who convinced me that my fucceis was entirely ow- 
ing to the particular fate of my health, by which 
my brain was kept free from many irritationstowhich 
other perfons are expofed. Yet this is the conduct 
of the Illuminated—They are, abundantly felf-con- 
ceited ; and yet they continually endeavourto de- 
ftroy_all grounds of felf-eftimation.---They rejoice 
in every difcovery that is reported to them of fome 
refemblance, unnoticed before, between mankind 
and the inferior creation, and would be happy to 
find that the refemblance is complete. It is very 
true, Mr. Popes “Poor Indian, with untutor’d 
“ mind,” had no objection to his dog’s going to 
heaven with him : 


«© Andthinks, admitted to that equal ficy, 
« His faithful dog hall bear him eompany.” 
Thi 
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This is not an abject, but it is a modeft fentiment. 
But our high-minded philofophers, who, with Bea- 
trice in the play, * cannot brook obedience toa 
“ wayward piece of marl,” if it be in the fhape of 
a Prince, have far other notions of the matter. In- 
deed they are not yet agreed about it. Mr. dela 
Metherie hopes, that before the enlightened Repub- 
lic of France has got into its teens, he fhall be able 
to teli his fellow-citizens, in his Journal de Phyyique, 
that particular form of cryftallization which men have 
been accuftemed to call God.---Dr. Prieftley again 
deduces all intelligenee from elaftic undulations, 
and will probably think, that his own great difcove- 
ries have been the quiverings of {fome fiery marfh 
miafina. Whnile Pope’s poor Indian hopes to take 
his dog toheaven with him, thefe Illuminators hope 
to die like dogs, and that both foul and body fhall 
be as if they never had been. 

Is not this a melancholy refult of all our Ilumi- 
mation? It is of a piece with the termination of the 
ideal Philofophy, viz. profeffed and total ignorance. 
Should not this make us {tart backand hefitate, before 
we pout like wayward children at the hardfhips of 
civil fubordination, and before we make a facrifice 
to our ill humour of all that we value ourfelves for ? 
Does it not carry ridicule and abfurdity in its fore- 
head ?---Such affertions of perfonal worth and dig- 
nity, (always excepting Princes and Priefts,) and 
fuch abie® acknowledgments of worthlef{nefs.--- 
Does not this, of itfelf, fhow that there is fome ra- 
dical fault in the whole? It has all arifen from 
what they have called J//umination, and this turns ont 
to be worfe than darknefs---But we alfo know that it 
has all arifen from felf-conceited difcontent, and 
that it has been brought ‘to its prefent fate by the 
rage of {peculation. We may venture to put the 
queilion to any man’s confcience---whether difcon- 
tent 
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tent did not precede his doubts about his own nature 
and whether he has not excouraged the train of argu- 
ment that tended to degrade him? ‘t Thy with 
“ was father, Harry, to that thought.”---Should not 
this make us diftruft, at leaft, the operations of this — 
faculty of our mind, and try to moderate and check 
this darling propenfity.---It feems a misfortune of 
the age---for we fee that it isa natural fource of dif- 
turbance and revolution. 

But here it will be immediately faid, " What, 
‘* muft we give over thinking---be no longer ration- 
“ ai creatures, and believe every lie that is told us?” 
By no means.---Let us be really rational creatures--- 
and, taught by experience, let us, in all our {pecu- 
lations on fubjects which engage the paffions, guard 
ourfelves with the moft anxious care againft the rifk 
of having our judgments warped by our defires.— 
There is no p? ropenfity of our nature of which the 


proper and mois® indulgence is not beneficial to 
man, and why i: he cot hurtful, when this indulgence 
is carried toc ,.~.—-\0d if we candidly perufe the 
page of hivier) we [nali be convinced that the abufe 
is grea: © ore, ruon as the fubject is important. 
Wiar u seen fo ruinoufly. perverted as the reli- 


gic. p ivciple ?---What horrid fuperftition has it 
nc. produced ? The Reader will not, I hope, take 
it amils that I prefume to direct his attention to fome 
maxims which ought to conduct a prudent man in 
his indulgence of a fpeculative difpofition, and ap- 
ply them tothe cafe in hand. 

Whoever will for a while call off his attention 
from the common affairs of life, the Cure hominum, 
et rerum pondus inane, and will but refleåt a little on 
that wonderful principle within him, which carries 
him over the whole univerfe, and fhows him its va- 
rious relations---Whoever alfo remarks how very | 
{mall a proportion his own individual exiftence bears 

2R to 
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to this immeafurable fcene, cannot butfeel an inex- 
preflible pleafure in the contemplation of his own 
powers---He muft rife in his own eflimation, and be 
difpofed to cherifh with fondneis this principle which 
fo eminently raifes him above all around him. Of 
all the fources of human vanity this is furely the 
moft maniy, the moft excufable, and the moft likely 
to be patravagantly indulged.—We may be certain 
that it will be fo indulged, and that men will fre- 
quently fpeculate for the fake of {peculation alone, 
and that they will have too much confidence in the 
refults of this favourite occupation,---As there have 
been ages of indolent and abject credulity and fuper- 
ftition, it is next to certain that there are alfo times 
of wild and extravagant {peculation---and when we 
fee it becoming a fort of general paffion, we may be 
certain that this is a cafe in point. 

This can hardly be denied to be the charadler 
of the prefent day. It is notdenied. On the con- 
trary it is gloried in as the prerogative of the eigh- 
teenth century. All the fpeculations of antiquity are 
conlidered as glimmerings (with the exceptions of a 
few brighter flafhes) when compared with our pre- 
fent meridian {plendor. We {hould therefore liften 
with caution to the inferences irom this boafted Il- 
fumination. Alfo when we reflect on what paffes in 
our own minds, and on what we obferve in the 
world, of the mighty influence of our defires and 
paffions on our judgments, we fhonid carefully no- 
tice whether any fuch warping of the belief is pro- 
bable in the prefent cafe. ‘That it is fo is almot cer- 
tain---for the general and immediate effect of this 
Illumination is to leffen or remove many reflraints 
which the fandétions of religion lay on the indul- 
gence of very ftrong paffions, and to diminifh our 
regard for a certain purity or correétnefs of man- 
ners, which religion recommends as the only con- 

duct 
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du& fuited to our noble natures, and as abfolutely 
neceffary for attaining that perfection and happi- 
nefs of which we are capable.—-For furely if we 
take away religion, it wiil be wifdom * to eatand 
“ to drink, fince to-morrow we die.” If, more- 
over, we fee this Hlumination extolled above all 
{cience, as friendly to virtue, as improving the 
heart, and as producing a juft morality, which 
will lead to happinets both for ourfelves and others, 
but perceive at the fame time that thefe affertions 
are made at the expence of principles, which our 
hatural feelings force us to venerate as fupreme 
and paramount to all ethers, we may then be cer- 
tain that our informer is trying to miflead and de- 
ceive us—--For all virtue and goodnefs both of 
heart and condué, is in perfe& harmony, and 
there is no jarring or inconfiftency, But we muft 
pafs this fentence on the doétrines of this Iilumi- 
nation. For it is a melancholy truth that they 
have been preached and recommended, for the 
molt part, by clergymen, parifh-minifters, who, 
in the prefence of invoked Deity, and in the face 
ôf the world, have fet their folemn feal to a fyf- 
tem of doctrines dire&ly oppofite to thofe recom- 
mended in their writings; which doétrines they 
folemnly profefs to believe, and folemnly {wear to 
inculcate. Surely tke informations and inftruc- 
tions of fuch men fbould be rejected. Where fhall 
we find their real opinions? In their folemn oaths? 
—or in thefe infidel differtations >—In either cafe, 
they are deceivers, whether mifled by vanity or 
by the mean delire of church-emoluments ; or 
they are proftitutes, courting the fociety of the 
wealthy and fenfual. Honefty, like juftice, admits 
of no degrees. A man is honeft, or he is a knave, 
and who would truftaknave? But fuch men are 
unfuitable inftructors for another reafon—they are 

unwife 5 
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unwile ; for, whatever they may think, they are 
not refpected as men of worth, but are inwardly 
defpifed as parafites, by the rich, who admit them 
into their company, and treat them with civility, 
for their own reafons, We take inftructions not 
merely from the knowing, the learned, but from 
the wife—not therefore from men who give fuch 
evidences of weakneis. 

Such would be the conduct of a prudent man, 
who liftens to the inftructions of another with the 
ferious intention of profiting by them, In the pre- 
fent cafe he fees plain proofs of degraded {elf ef- 
timation, of difhonefty, and of mean motives, But 
the prudent man will go further—he will remark 
that diffolute manners, and actions which are ine- 
vitably fubverfive of the peace and order, nay, 
of the very exiftence of fociety, are the natura] 
and neceffary confequences of irreligion. Should 
any doubt of this remain in his mind; fhould he 
fometimes think of an Epi&etus, or one or two in- 
dividuals of antiquity, who were eminently vir- 
tuous, without the influence of religious fanctions, 
he fhould recollect, that the Stoics were animated 
by the thought, that while the wife man was play- 
ing the game of life, the gods were looking on, and 
pleafed with his fkill, Let him read the beautiful 
account given by Dr. Smith of the rife of the 
Stoic philofephy, and he will fee that it was an 
artificial but noble attempt of a few exalted minds, 
enthufiafts in virtue, aiming to fteel their fouls 
againft the dreadful but unavoidable misfortunes 
to which they were continually expofed by the 
daily recurring revolutions in the turbulent demo- 
cracies of ancient Greece, ‘There, a philofopher 
was this day a magiftrate, and the next day a cap- 
tive and a flave. He would fee that this fair pic- 


ture of mental happinefs and independence was 
fitted 
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fitte for the contemplation of only a few choice 
{pirits, but had no influence on the bulk of man- 
kind. He muft admire the noble characters who 
were animated by this manly enthufiatmi, and 
who have really exhibited fome wonderful pic- 
tures of virtuous heroifm ; but he will regret, that 
the influence of thefe manly, thefe natural prin- 
ciples, was not more extenfive, He will fayto. 
himfelf, ** How will a whole nation ad when re- 
“ ligious fanctions are removed, and men are ac- 
“ tuated by reafon alone:’’—He is not without 
inftruction on this important fubjec&t. France has 
given an awful leffon to {urrounding nations, by 
fhewing them what is the natural erect of haking 
off the religious principle, and the veneration 
for that pure morality which characterifes Chrii- 
ftianity. By a decree of the Convention, (June 
6, 1794) it is declared, that there is- nothing 
criminal in the promifcuoiis commerce of the 
fexes, and therefore nothing that derogates from 
the female character, when woman for gets that 
fhe is the depofitary of all domeftic fatisfaction 
——that her honour is the facred bond of fo- 
cial life—-—that on her modefty and delicacy 
depend all the refpect and confidence that will 
make a man attach himfelf to her fociety, free 
her from labour, fhare with her the fruits of all 
his own exertions, and work with willingne{s and de- 
light, that fhe may appear on all occafions his equal, 
and the ornament of all his acquifirions. In the ve- 
ry argument which this felected body of fenators has 
given for the propriety of this decree, it has degraded 
woman below all eftimation. ‘‘It is to prevent her 
“ from murdering the fruit of unlawful love, by re- 
“ moving her fhame, and by relieving her from the 
‘* fear of want.” ‘The fenators fay, * the Republic 
“ wants citizens, and therefore muff not only re- 
s * move 
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& move this temptation of fhame, but muft take care 
“ of the mother while fhe nurfes the child: It is 
* the property of the nation, and muft not be loft.” 
The woman all the while is confidered only as the 
fhe-animal, the breeder of Sans Culottes. This is 
the juft morality of Illumination. It is really amuf- 
ing (for things revolting to nature now amufe) to 
obferve with what fidelity the principles of the Illu- 
minati have expreffed the fentiments which take pof- 
feffion of a people who have fhaken off the fanctions 
of Religion and morality. The following is part of 
the addrefs to P/ycharion and the company mention- 
ed in page 257: * Once more, Pfycharion, I in- 
‘** dulge you with a look behind you to the flowery 
“ days of childhood. Now look forwards, young 
woman! the holy circle of the marriageable; 
(mannbaren) welcome yous Young men, honour 
the young woman, the future breeder (gebaere- 
riz)!" Then, to all.—* Rejoice in the dawn of 
Illumination and of Freedom. Nature at laft en- 
‘ joys her facred never-fading rights. Long was 
her voice kept down by civil fubordination; but 
the days of your majority now draw nigh, and you 
will no longer, under the authority ot guardians, 
account it a reproach to confider with enlighten- 
ed eyes the fecret workfhops of nature, and to en- 
‘* joy your work and duty.” Minos thought this 
very fine, but it raifed a terrible difturbance and 
broke up the affembly. 

Such are the effects of this boafted enlightening of 
the human mind with refped to religion and mora- 
lity. Let us next confider what is the refult of the 
mighty informations which we have got in re{pect 
of our focial or political conneétions. 

IIL. We have learned the fum total of this politi- 
cal Illumination, and fee that, if true, it is melancho- 
ly, deftructive of our prefent comforts, numerous as 

they 
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they are, and affords no profpect of redrefs from 
which we can profit, but, on the contrary, plunges 
mankind into diflention, mutual injury, and univer- 
fal mifery, and all this for the chance only of prevail- 
ing in the contefl, and giving our pofterity a chance 
of going on in peace, if no change thail be produced, 
as in former times, by the efforts of ambitious men. 
But the Hlumination appears to be partial, nay falfe. 
What isit? It holds out to the prince nothing but 
the refignation of all his poffeffions, rights and claims, 
fandtioned by the quiet poffeflion of ages, and by all ' 
the feelings of the human heart which give any no- 
tion of right to his lowelt fubject. All thefe poflef- 
fions and claims are difcovered to have arifen from 
ufurpations, and are therefore tyranny. It has been 
difcovered, that all fubordinate fubjeClions were en- 
forced, therefore their continuance is flavery. But 
both of thefe hiftorical aflertions are in a great de- 
gree falfe, and the inferences from them are unrea- 
fonable. The world has gone on as we fee it go on 
at prefent. Moft principalities or fovereignties have 
arifen as we fee perfonal authorities and influence 
arife every day among onrfelves. Bufinefs for the 
whole muft be done. Moft men. are fufficiently oc- 
cupied by their private affairs, and they are indolent 
even in thefe—they are contented when another 
does the thing for them. There is not a little vil- 
lage, nor a fociety of men, where this is not feen 
every day. Some men have an enjoyment in 
this kind of vicarious employment. Other men 
like influence and power, and thus are compen- 
fated for their trouble, ‘Thus many petty mana- 
gers of public affairs arife_in every country. The 
mutual animofities of individuals, and ftill more, 
the animofities of tribes, clans, and different af- 
fociations, give rife to another kind of fuperiors— 
io leaders, who direct the fruggles of the reft, 

whether 
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whether for offence or defence. The defcendants of 
Ifrael faid, ‘‘ they wanted a man to go out before 
* the people, like other nations.” As the {mall bufi- 
nefs of a few individuals requires a manager or a 
leader, fodo fome more general affairs of thefe petty 
fuperiors.---Many of thefe alfo are indolent enough 
to with this trouble taken off their hands ; and thus 
another rank of fuperiors arifes, and a third, and fo 
on, till a great State may be formed ; and in this 
gradation each clafs is a competent judge of the 
condud of that clafs only which is immediately 
above it. 

All this may arife, and has often arifen, from vo- 
luntary conceffion alone. ‘This conceffion may pro- 
ceed from various caufes,—from confidence in fu- 
perior talents—from confidence in great worth,--- 
mott generally from the refpeQ or deference which 
all men feel for great pofleflions. This is frequent- 
ly founded in felf-intereft and expectations of ad- 
Vantage; but it is natural to man, and perhaps f{prings 
from our inftinctive fympathy with the fatisfactions 
of others---we are unwilling to difturb them, and 
even wilh to promote them. 

But this fubordination may arife, ‘and has often 
arifen, from other caufes---from the love of power 
and infiuence, which makes fome men eager to lead 
others, or even to manage their concerns. We fee 
this every day, and it may be perfe€tly innocent. It 
often arifes from the defire of gain of one kind or 
another.---This alfo may frequently be indulged 
with perfe innocence, and even with general ad- 
vantage. Frequently, however, this fubordination 
is produced by the love of ipower or of gain pufhed 
toan immoderate degree of ambition, and rendered 
unjult. Now there arife opprefiion, tyranny, fuf- 
formes, and flavery. Now appears an oppofition 
between the rights or claims of the ruler and of the 


people. 
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people. Now the rulers come tð confider them- 
felves asa differentclafs, and theirtranfactions aie now 
only with each other.---Prince becomes the rival or 
the enemy of Prince; and in their contefts one pre- 
vails, and the dominion is enlarged. ‘This rivalfhip 
may have begun in any rank of fupériors; even be- 
tween the firil managers of the affairs of the imalleft 
communities; and it muft be remarked that they 
only are the immediate gainers or lofers 1 in the con- 
teft, while thofe below ‘them live at eafe; enjoying 
many advantages of the delegation of their own 

concerns. A 
No human fociety has ever proceeded purely in 
either of thefe two ways, but there has always been 
a mixture of both.---But this procefs is indifpenfa- 
bly neceffary for the formation of a great nation, 
and for all the confequences that refult only from 
fuch a coalition. —Therefore it is neceffary for giv- 
ing rife to all thofe comforts, and luxuries, and ele- 
gances; which are to be found only in great and 
cultivated flates: It is neceflary for producing fuch 
enjoyments as we fee around us in Europe; which 
we prize fo highly, and for which we are making ail 
this ftir and difturbance: I believe that no man 
who expects to be believed will pofitively affert that 
human nature and human enjoyments are not me- 
fiorated by this cultivation.—It feems to be the in- 
tention of nature, and, notwithftanding the follies and 
vices of many, we can have little hefitation in fay- 
ing that there are in the moft cultivated nations of 
Europe, and eveii in the higheft ranks of thofe na- 
tions, men of great virtue and worth, and of high 
aiccomplifhment—Nor can we deny that fuch men 
are the fineft {pecimens of human nature. Roffeau 
itideed wrote a whimfical pamphlet, in which he had 
the vanity tothink that he had proved that all thefe 
fruits of cultivation were loffes to humanity and vir- 
tue—Yet Rouffeau could not be contented with the 
2S fociety 
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fociety of the rude and unpolifhed, although he pre- 
tended that he was almoft the fole worfhipper of pure 
virtue.—-He fupported himfelf, not by affifling the 
fimple peafant, but by writing mufic and lufcious 
novels for the pampered rich. 

This is the circumftance entirely overiocked, or 
artfully kept out of fight, in the boafled Illumina- 
tion of thefe days. No attention is paid tothe im- 
portant changes which have happened in national 
greathefs, in national connection, in national im- 
provenient-—yet we never think of parting with any 
et the advantages, real or imaginary, which thefe 
changes have produced—nor do we reflect that in 
order to keep a great nation together—to make it 
act with equality, or with preponderancy, among 
other nations, the individual exertions muft be con- 
centrated, muft be directed—and that this requires 
a ruler vefted with fupreme power, and zuterefed by 
Jome great and endearing motive, {fuch as hereditary 
pofleftion of this power and influence, to maintain 
and defend this coalition of men.—AII this is over- 
looked, and we attend only to the fubordination 
which is indifpenfably neceflary. Its grievances are 
immediately felt, and they are heightened tenfold by 
a delicacy or fenfibility which fprings from the great 
improvements in the accommodations and enjoy- 
ments of life, which the gradual ufurpation and fub- 
fequent fubordination have produced, and continue 
to fuppert. But we are determined to have the 
elegance and grandeur of a palace without the 
prince.—We will not give up any of our luxuries 
and refinements, yet will not fupport thofe high 
ranks and thofe nice minds which produced them, 
and which muft continue to keep them from degere- 
rating into barbarous fimplicity and coarfe fen{uality. 
We would keep the philofophers, the poets, the 
artifis, but not the Mzcenafes. It is very true that 
in fuch a iate there would be no Conjuration des 


LPhilofophes ; 
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Philofophes ; for in fuch a fate this vermin of philo- 
jophes and fcribblers would not have exifled. In 
fhort, we would have what is impoffible. 

I have no hefitation in faying, that the Britifh 
Conflitution is the form of government for a 
great and refined nation, in which the ruling fenti- 
ments and propenfities of human nature feem 
moft happily blended and balanced. ‘There is no 
occafion to vaunt it as the ancient rights of Bri- 
tons, the wifdom of ages, &c. It has attained its 
prefent pitch of perfection by degrees, and this 
uot by the efforts of wifdom, but by the ftruggles 
of vice and folly, working on a rich fund of good 
nature, and of manly {pirit, that are con{picuous 
in the Britifh character. I do uot hefitate to fay 
that it is the ozy form of government which will 
admit and give full exercifé to all the refpectable 
propentities of our nature, with the leaft chance 
of difturbance and the greateft probability of 
man’s arriving at the higheft pitch of improve- 
ment in every thing that raifes him above the 
bealts of the Seid, Yet there is no part of it that 
may not, that is not, abufed, by pufhing it to an 
improper length, and the fame watchful care is 
neceffary for preferving our ineftimable bleffings 
that was employed in acquiring them. ‘This is to 
be done, not by flying at once to an abftract theory 
of the rights of man. There is an evident folly in 
this procedure. What is this theory? It is the 
beft general fketch that we can draw of focial life, 
deduced from our knowledge of human nature. 
And what isthis knowledge? It is a well digefted 
abftra&, or rather a declaration of what we have 
obferved of human actions. What is the ule there- 
fore of this intermediate piéture, this theory of 
the rights of man?—It has a chance of being un- 
like the original—-it muft certainly have imper- 

fections, 
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fections, therefore it can be of no ufe to us. We 
fhould go at once to the original—we fhould con-’ 
fider how men have aéfed—what fave been their 
mutual expectations—-their fond propenfities-— 
what of thele are inconfiftent with each other— 
what are the degrees of indulgence which Aave 
been admitted in them all without difturbance.— 
I will venture to fay that whoever does this, will 
find himfeif imperceptibly led to contemplate a 
mixed hereditary monarchy, and will figure to 
himfelf a parliament of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, all looking at each other with fomewhat of 
2 cautious or jealous eye, while the reft of the na- 
tion are fitting, “ each under his own vine and 
** under his own fig-tree, and there is none to 
* make him afraid ;"—in one word, the Confti- 
tution of Great Britain. 

A moft valuable rsfult of fuch contemplation 
will be a thorough convition that the grievance 
which is moft clamoroufly infifted on is the inevi- 
table confequence of the liberty and fecurity which 
we enjoy. I mean minifterial corruption, with all 
the difmal tale of placemen, and penfioners, and 
rotten boroughs, &c. &c. Thefe are never feen 
in a defpotic government-—-there they are not 
wanted—nor can they be very apparent in an un- 
cultivated and poor ftate—but in a luxurious na- 
tion, where pleafures abound, where the returns 
of induitry are fecure; here an individual looks 
on every thing as hisown acquifition—he does not 
feel his relation to the {tate—has no patriotif{m— 
thinks that he would be much happier if the ftate 
would let him alone. He is fretted by the re- 
{traints which the public weal lays on him---therc-. 
fore government and governors appear as checks 
and hindrances to his exertions--- hence a general 
inclination to refift adminiftration, Yet public 

bufinefs 
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bufinefS muft be done, that we may lie down and 
rife again in fafety and peace, Adminifiration muft 
be fupported---there are always perfons who wifh 
to poffefs the power that is exercifed by the pre- 
{fent minifters, and would turn them out, How is 
all this to be remedied? I fee no way but by ap- 
plying to the felfith views of individuals---by re- 
warding the friends of adminiftration--- This may 
be done with perfect virtue---and from this the 
felfifh will conceive hopes, and will fupport a vir- 
tuous miniftry---but they are as ready to help a 
wicked one, This becomes the greateft misfor- 
tune of afiree nation, Minifters are tempted to 
bribe---and, if a fyftematic oppofition be conficder- 
ed as a necefiary part of a practical conftitution, 
it is almoft indifpenfable---and it is no where fo 
prevalent as in a pure democracy, Laws may be 
contrived to make it very troublefome, but can 
never extirpate it nor greatly diminifh it ; this can 
be done only by defpotifm, or by national virtue. 
It is a fhameful complaint-—we fhould not repro- 
bate a few minifters, but the thoufands who take 
the bribes. Nothing tends fo much to diminifhh it 
in a corrupted nation as great limitations to the 
eligibility of reprefentatives---and this is the beauty 
of our conftitution, 

We have not difcovered, therefore, by this boaft- 
ed Illumination, that Princes and fuperiors are 
ufelefs, and muft vanifh from the earth; nor that 
the people have now attained full age, and are fit 
to govern themfelves. We want only to revel a 
little on the laft fruits of national cultivation, 
which we would quickly confume, and never al- 
low to be raifed again. No matter how this pro- 
grefs began, whether from couceffion or uiurpa- 
tion--- We poflefs it, and, if wife, we will preferve 
it, by preferving its indifpenfable fupports. They 

have 
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have indeed. been frequently employed very im- 
properly, but their moft pernicious abufe has been 
this breed of {cribbling vermin, which have made 
the body politic {mart in every limb. 


Hear what opinion was entertained of the fages 


of France by their Prince, the father of Louis 
XVI. the unfortunate martyr of Monarchy. “* By 
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the principles of our new Philofophers, the 
Throne no longer wears the {plendonr-of divi- 
nity. They maintain that it arole from vio- 
lence, and that by the fame jultice that force 
erected it, force may again fhake it, and over- 
turn it. The people can never give up their 
power. They only let it out for their own ad- 
vantage, and always retain the right to refcind 
the contract, and refume it whenever their per- 
fonal advantage, their only rule of conduét, 
requires it. Our philcofophers teach in public 
what our paffions fuggeft only in fecret. They 
fay to the Prince that all is permitted only 
when all isin his power, and that his duty is 
fulfilled when he has pleafed his fancy, ‘Then, 
furely, if the laws of felf-interelt, that is, the 


: felf-will of human paffions, fhall be fo generally 


admitted, that we thereupon forget the eternal 
laws of God and of Nature, all conceptions of 
right and wrong, of virtue and vice, of good 
and evil, muft be extirpated from the human 
heart. The throne muft totter, the fubjects 
muft become unmanageable and mutinous, and 
their ruler hard-hearted and inhuman, ‘The 
people will be inceffantly oppreffed or in an 
uproar.”’---‘* What fervice will it be if I order 
fuch a book to be burnt ?---the author can write 
another to-morrow.” This opinion of a Prince 
unpolifhed indeed, and homely, but itis juft. 
Wreilhaupt 
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Weifhaupt grants, that ‘‘ there will be a terri- 
‘ ble convulfion, and a ftorm---but this will be 
€ fucceeded by a calm---the unequal will now be 
“ equal---and when the caufe of diffenfion i is thus 
“ removed, the world will be in peace.”---True 
when the caufes of diffenfion are removed. Thus, 
the deftruction of our crop by vermin is at an end 
when a flood has fwept every thing away- --but 
as new plants will {pring up in the walte, and, if 
not inftantly devoured, wiilagain cover the ground 
with verdure, fo the induftry of man, and his de- 
. fire of comfort and confideration, will again ac- 
cumulate in the hands of the diligent a greater 
proportion of the good things of life. In this in- 
fant {tate of the emerging remains of former cul- 
tivation, comforts, which the prefent inhabitants 
of Europe would look on with contempt, will be 
great, improper, and hazardous acquifitions. The 
principles which authorife the propofed dreadful 
equalifation will as juftly entitle the idle or unfuc- 
cefsful of future days to ftrip the poffeffor of his 
advantages, and things mult ever remain on their 
favage level, 

HI. I think that the impreffien which the in- 
fincerity of conduct of thofe inftructors will leave 
on the mind, muft be highly ufeful. They are evi- 
dently teaching what they do not belicve them- 
felves----and here I do not confine my remark to 
their preparatory doctrines, which they after- 
wards explode. I make it chiefy with refpeé 
to their grand oftenfible principle, which per- 
vades the whole, a principle which they are 
obliged to adopt againit their will, --They know 
that the principles of virtue are rooted in the 
beart, and that they can only be fimothered---- 
but did they pretend to eradicate them and pro- 
claim hominem homini lupam, all would fpurn at their 

inftruction 
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inftructiion. We are wheedled, by tickling our fan- 
ey with a notion that facred virtue is not only fecure, 
but that it is only in fuch hearts that it exerts its na- 
live energy. Senfible that the levelling maxims now 
{poken of are revolting to the mind, the Illumina- 
tors are under the neceflity of keeping us from look- 
ing at the fhocking picture, by difplaying a beauti- 
ful feene of Utopian happinefs—and they rock us 
afleep by the eternal lullaby of morality and univer- 
fal philanthropy: Therefore the foregoing narra- 
tion of the perfonal condudé of thefe inftructors and 
reformers of the world, is highly ufeful. All this is 
to be brought about by the native lovelinefs of pure 
virtue, purged of the corruptions which fupertiti- 
tious fears have introduced, and alfo purged of the 
felfifh thoughts which are avowed by the advocates 
of what their opponents call true religion. This is 
faid to hold forth eternal rewards to the good, and te 
threaten the wicked with dreadful punifhment. Ex- 
‘perience has fhown how inefficient fuch motives 
are. Can they be otherwife? fay our Iluminators. 
Are they not addreffed to a principle that is ungene= 
. rous and felfifh? Butour dodrines, fay they, touch 
the hearts of the worthy. Virtue is beloved for her 
own fake, and all will yield to her gentle fway. But 
look, Reader, look at Spartacus the murderer, at 
Cato the keeper of poifons and the thief---Look at 
‘Tiberius, at Alcibiades, and the reftof the Bavarian 
Pandemonium. Look at poor Bahrdt. Go to 
France---look at Lequinio, at Condorcet*. Look 


* De la Metherie fays, / Fourn. de Phyf. Nov. 1792,) that 
Condorcet was brought up in the houfe of the old Duke of Ro- 
chefoucault, who treated him as his fon—got Turgot to create a 
lucrative office for him, and raifed him to all his eminence—yet 
he purfued him with malicious reports—and actually employed 
ruffians to affaflinate him Yet is Condorcet’s writing a model of 
‘umanity and teadernefs, 

at 
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at the Monfer Orleans. —=Al] were liars. Their 
divinity had no influence on their profligate minds. 
They only wanted to wheedle you; by touching thé 
ftrings: of humanity and goodnefs which are yet 
braced upin your heart, dnd which ftill yield {weet 
harmony if you will accompany: their notes with 
thofe of religion, and neither clog them with the 
groveling pleafures of fenfe; nor damp the whole 
with the thought of eternal ftlence: 

A moft worthy and accomplifhed gentleman, who 
took refuge in this country, leaving behind him his 
property, and friends to whom he was moft tenderly 
attached, often faid to me that nothing fo much af- 
fected kim asthe revolution in the hearts of men. 
+Charafets which were unfpotted, hearts thorough- 
ly known to himfelf, having been tried by many 
things which fearch the inmott folds of felfifhnefs or 
malevolence—in fhort, perfons whofe judgments 
were excellent; and on whofe worth he could bave 
refted his-honour and his life, fo fafcinated by the 
contagion, that they came at laft to behold, and even 
io commit the moft atrocious crimes with delight. — 
He ufed fometimes to utter a figh which pierced my 
heart, and would fay, that it was caufed by fome of 
thofe things that had come acrofs his thoughts. He 
breathed his laft among us, declaring that it was im- 
poffible to recover peace of mind, without a total ob- 
livion of the wickednefs and miferies he had beheld. 
—What a valuable advice, “ Let him that thinketh’ 
he ftandeth, take heed left he fall.”---When the pro- 
phet told Hazael that he would betray his Prince, he 
exclaimed, “* Is thy fervant a dog, that he fhould do 
{fuch a thing ?” Yet next day he murdered him. 

Never fince the beginning of the world, has true 
_Teligion received fo complete an acknowledgment of 
her excellence, as has been extorted from the fana- 
tics who have attempted to deflroy her. Religion 

2 T itood 
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ftood in their way, and the wretch Marat, as well as- 
the fteady villain Weifhaupt, faw that they could 
not proceed till they had eradicated all fentiments of 
of the moral government of the univerfe. Human 
nature, improved as it has been by religion, fhrunk 
from the tafks that were impofed, and it muft tbere- 
fore be brutalized---The grand coniederation was fo- 
lemnly fworn to by millions in every corner of 
France---but, as Mirabeau faid of the declaration of 
the Rights of Man, it muft be made only the ‘ Al- 
manack of the bygone year”---Therefore Lequinio 
muf write a book, declaring oaths to be nonfenfe, 
unworthy of Say Culottes, and all religion to be a 
farce. Not long after, they found that they had fome 
ufe for a God---but he was gone---and they could 
not find another. Their conflitution was gone--- 
aud they have not yet found another. What is now 
left them on which they can depend for awing a man 
into a refpect for truth in his judicial declarations ? 
what but the honour of a Citizen of France, who 
laughs at all engagements, which he has broken 
again and again? Religion has taken off with her 
every fenfe of human duty. What can we expect 
but villainy from an Archbifhop of Paris and his 
chapter, who made a public profeffion that they had 
been playing the villains for many years, teaching 
what they thought to be a bundle of lies? What 
but the very thing which they have done, cutting 
each other’s throats ?---Have not the enlightened ci- 
tizens of France applauded the execution of their fa- 
thers? Have not the furies of Paris denounced 
their own children ? -+ But turn your eyes from the 
horrifying fpectacle, and think on your own noble 
defcent and alliance. You are not the accidentai 
productions of a fatal chaos, but the work of a Great 
Artift, creatures that are cared for, born to noble 
profpects, and conducted to them by the saa 
an 
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and molt fimple precepts, * to do juftly, to love 
= mercy, and to walk humbly before God,” not be- 
wildered by the falfe and fluttering glare of French 
Philofophy, but conduded by this clear, fingle light, 
perceivable byall, ‘t Do to others what yon fhould 
‘* reafonably expect them to do to you.” 


Think not the Mufe whofe fober voice you hear, 
. Contracts with bigot frewn her fullen brow, 
Cafts round Religion’s orb the milts of Fear, 
Or ‘hades with horror what with {miles fhould glow. 


No—fhe would warn you with feraphic fire, 
Heirs as ye are of Heaven’s eternal day, 
Would bid you boldly to that Heaven afpire, 

Not fink and umber in your cells of clay. 


ls this the bigot’s rant ? Away, ye vain, 
Your doubts, your fears, in gloomy dulneis fteep ; 
Go—foothe your fouls in ficknefs, deat, or pain, 
With the fad folace of eternal fleep. 


Yet know, vain fceptics, know, th’ Almighty Mind, 
Who breath’d on man a portion of his fire, 

Bade his free foul, by earth nor time confin’d, 
To Heaven, to immortality afpire. 


Nor fhall this pile of hope his bounty rear’d, 
. By vain philofophy be e’er deftroy’d ; 
Eternity, by all or hop’d or fear’d, 

Shall be by all or fuffer’d or enjoy’d. 
Mason. 


The unfortunate Prince who has taken refuge in 
this kingdom, and whofe fituation among us is an 
illuftrious mark of the generofity of the nation, and 
of the fovereignty of its Jaws, faid to one of the 
Gentleman about him, that ‘ if this country was to 
“ efcape the general wreck of nations, it would 
“ owe its prefervation to Religion.”—When this 
was doubted, and it was obferved, that there tad 
not been wanting many Religionifts in France ; 


t True,” 
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t True,” faid the Prince, ‘t but they were not ia 
“ earneft.—lI fee here a ferious intereft in the thing, 
‘ ‘The people know what they are doing when they 
t go to church—ihey underfland fomething of ii, 
and take an intereftin it.” May his obfervation 
be juft, and his expectations be fulfilled ! l 
IV. I would again call upon my countrywomen 
with the mof earneft concern, and befcech them to 
confider this fubject as of more particular imporiance 
to themfelvesthan even to the men.---While wo- 
man is confidered as a re:peclable moral agent, train- 
ing along with ourfelves for endlefs improvement ; 
then, and only then, will fhe be contidered by lord- 
ly man as his equal ;---then, and only then, will fhe 
be allowed to have any rights, and thofe rights be ` 
refpected. Strip women of this prerogative, and 
they become the drudges of man’s indolence, or the 
pampered playthings of his idle hours, fubject to 
his caprices, and flaves to his mean. paflions. Soon 
will their prefent empire of gallantry be over. It 
is a refinement of manners which fprang from 
Chriftianitv; and when Chriftianity is forgotten, 
this artificial diadem will be taken from their heads, 
and unlefs they adop: the ferocious fentiments of 
their Gallic neighbours, and join in the general 
uproar, they will fink into the infignificance of the 
women in the turbulent republics of Greece, 
where they are never feen in the bufy haunts of 
‘men, if we except four-or five, who, during the 
courle of as many centuries, emerged from the 
general obfcurity, and appear in the hiftoric page, 
by their uncominon talents, and by the facrifice 
of what my fair countrywomen ftill hold ta be 
the ornament of their fex. I would remind them, 
that they have it in their power to retain their 
prefent honourable {tation in fociety. They are 
ur early inftructors; and while mothers in the 
respectable 
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yefpe&able {tations of life continued to inculcate 
on the tender minds of their fons a veneration 
for the precepts of Religion, their pliant children, 
receiving their inftru€tions along with the affec- 
tionate carefles of their mothers, got impyreflions 
which long retained their force, and which pro- 
tected them from theimpulfes of youthful pafiions, 
till ripeniag years fitted their minds for liftening 
to ferious inttruétion from their public teachers. 
Sobriety and decency of manners were then no 
far ouw-the character of a youth, and he was 
thought capable of ftruggling for independence, 
or pre-eminence, fit either for fupporting or de- 
fending the ftate, although he was neither a toper 
nor a rake. 1 believe that no man who has feen 
thirty or forty years of life will deny that the 
manners of youth are fadly changed in this refpect. 
And, without prefuming to fay that this has pro- 
cecded from the negleét, and almolt total ceffa- 
tion of the moral education of the nurfery, I think 
myfelf well warranted, from my own obfervation, 
to fay that this education and the fober manners 
of young men have quitted us together. 
Some will call this prudery, and croaking, But 
I am almoft tranfcribing from Cicero, and from 
Quintilian, Cornetia, Aurelia, Attia, and other 
ladies of the firft rank, are praifed by Cicero only 
for their emznence in this refpe@; but not becaufe 
they were fingular, Quintilian fays, that in the 
time immediately prior to his own, it had been 
the genera! practice of the ladies of rank to fuper- 
intend the mora! education both of fons and 
daughters. But of late, fays he, they are fo engag- 
ed in continual and corrupting amufements, fuch 
as the fhows of gladiators, horfe-racing, and deep 
play, that they have no time, and have yielded 
their places to Greek governeffes and tutors, out 
3 call. 
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cafts of a nation more fubdued by their own vices 
than by the Roman arms-—-I’ dare fay this was 
laughed at, as croaking about the corruption of - 
the ape. But what was the confequence of all 
this?—The Romans became the moft abandoned 
voluptuaries, and, to preferve their mean plea- 
fures, they crouched as willing flaves to a fuccef- 
lion of the vileft tyrants that ever difygraced hu- 
manity. 

What a noble fund of felf-eftimation would our 
fair partners acquire to themfeives, if, by reform- 
ing the manners of the young generation, they 
fhould be the means of reftoring peace to the 
world! They have it in their power, by the re- 
newai of the good old cuftom of early inftruc- 
rion, and perhaps ftill more, by imprefling on the 
minds of their daughters the fame fentiments, and 
obliging them to refpect fobriety and decency in 
the youth, and pointedly to withhold their fmiles 
and civilities from all who tranfgrefs thefe in the 
fmalleft degree. This is a method of proceeding 
that will moft certainly be victorious, ‘Then indeed 
will the women be the faviours of their country, 
While therefore the German fair have been re- 
peatedly branded with having welcomed the 
French invaders*, let our ladies ftand up for the 
honour of free-born Britons, by turning againgi 
the pretended ealighteners of the world, the arms 
which nature has put into their hands, and which. 
thofe profligates have prefumptuoufly expected to 


* I have met with this charge in many places; and one book 
in particular, written by a Pruflian General Officer, who was in 
the country over-run by tne French troops, gives a detail of the 
conduct of the women that is very remarkable. He alfo fays, that 
infidelity has become very prevalent among the ladies in the higher 
circles. Indeed this melancholy account is to be found in many 
pailages of the private correfpondence of the Illuminati. 

employ 
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employ in extending their influence over mankind. 
The empire of beauty is but fhort, but the em- 
pire of virtue is durable; nor is there an inftance 
to be met with of its decline. If it be yet poffible 
to reform the world, it is poflible for the fair. By 
the conftitution of human nature, they muft al- 
Ways appear as the ornament of human life, and 
be the objects of fondnefs and affection ; fo that 
if any thing can make head againft the felfith and 
overbearing difpofitions of man, it is his refpe&ful 
regard for the fex. But mere fondnefs has but lit- 
tle of the rational creature init, and we fee it har- 
bour every day inthe breaft that is filled with the 
meaneft and moft turbulent paffions, No where is 
it fo itrong as in the harems of the eaft; and as 
long as the women afk nothing of the men but 
fondnefs and admiration, they will get nothing 
elfe—they will never be refpected. But let them: 
roufe themfelves, affert their dignity, by fthewing 
their own elevated fentiments of human nature, 
and by acting up to this claim, and they may then 
command the world, 

V. Another good confequence that fhould re- 
falt from the account that has been given of the 
proceedings of this confpiracy is, that fince the 
fafcinating picture of human life, by which men 
have been wheedled into immediate anarchy and 
rebellion, is infincere, and a mere artificial crea- 
ture of the imagination, it can have no fteadinefs, 
but muft be changed by every freak of fancy, or 
by every ingenious fophift, who can give an equal 
plaufibility to whatever fuits his prefent views, It 
is as much an airy phantom as any other whim of 
Free Mafonry, and has no prototype, no original 
pattern in human nature, to which recourfe may 
always be had, to correé miftakes, and keep things 
in a conftant tenor, Has not France given the 

most 
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molt unequivocal proofs of this? Was not the de- 
claration of the Rights of Man, the produétion of 
their moft brilliant Illuminators, a picture, in ab- 
jtracto, where man was placed at a diftance from 
the eye, that no falfe light of local fituation might 
pervert the judgment or engage the paffions? Was 
it not declared to be the mafter-piece of human 
wifdom ? Did not the nation confider it at leifure? 
and, having it continually before their eyes, did 
they not, ftep by flep, give their afent to the dif- 
ferent articles of their Conftitution, derived from 
it, and fabricated by their moft choice [iumina- 
tors? And did not this Conftitution draw the ap- 
plaufes of the bright geniufes of other nations, 
who by this time were bufy in perfuading, each 
his countrymen, that they were ignoramufes in 
ftatiftics, and patient flaves of oppreflion or of ana 
cient prejudices? Did not panegyrics on it iffue 
from every garret in London? Where is it now? 
where isits fucceffor ? Has any one plan of govern- 
ment fubfiftted, except while it was fupported by 
the incontroulable and inexorable power of the 
guillotine? Is not the prefent adminiftration of 
France as much as ever the object of difcontent 
and of terror, and its coercions as like as ever to 
the fummary juftice of the Parifian mob? Is there 
auy probability of its permanency in a ftate of 
peace, when the fears of a foreign enemy no lon- 
ger give a confolidation to their meafures, and 
oblige them either to agree among themfelves, or 
immediately to perifh? 

VI. The above accounts evince in the moft 
uncontrovertible manner the dangerous tendency 
of all myftical focieties, and- of all aflociations 
who hold fecret meetings We fee that their uni- 
form progrefs has been from frivolity and nonfenfe 
to wickednefs and fedition. Weifhaupt has been 

at 
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at great pains to fhew the good effects of fecrecy in 
tlie Affociation, and the arguments are valid for 
this purpofe. But all his arguments are fo many 
diffuafive advices to every thinking and fober 
mind, The man who really wifes to difcover an 
abftrufe truth will place himfelf; if poffible in a 
calin (ituation, and will by no means expofe him- 
felf to the impatient hankering for fecrets and 
wonders—and he will always fear that a thing 
which refolutely conceals itfelf cannot bear the 
light; All who have ferioufly employed them- 
felves in the difcovery of truth have found:the 
great advantages of open communicaticn of fen- 
timent;: And it is againft common fenfe to ima- 
gine that there is any thing of vaft importance td 
mankind which is yet a fecret, and which muft 
be kept a fecret in order to be ufeful, This is 
againft the whole experience of mankind-—And 
furely to hug in one’s breaft a fecret of fuch mighty 
importance, is to give the lie to all our profeflions 
of brotherly love. What a folecifm! a fecret tø 
enlighten and reform the whole world. We ren- 
der all our endeavours impotent when we grafp at 
a thing beyond our power, Let an affociation bé 
formed with a {erious plan for reforming its owa 
members, and let them extend in numbers in pro- 
portion as they fucceed—this might do fome good: 
But muft thie way of doing this be a fecret >—It 
may be to many—who will not look for it where 
it is to be found—It is this: 


it Do goud,—feek peace,—and purfue it? 


But it is almot affronting the reader to fuppofé 
arguments neceffary on this point; If there be a 
heceflity for fecrecy, the purpofe of the affocia- 
tion is either frivolous, or it is felfifk. 


2U ‘ie 
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Now, in either cafe, the danger of fuch fecreg 
affemblies is manifeft. Mere frivolity can never 
ferioufly occupy men come to age. And accords 
ingly we fee that in every quarter of Europe where 
Free Mafonry has been eftablifhed, the Lodges 
have become feed-beds of public mifchief. I be- 
lieve that no ordinary brother will fay that the 
occupations in the Lodges are any thing better 
than frivolous, very frivolous indeed. The diftri- 
bution of charity needs be no fecret, and it is but 
a very imall part of the employment of the meet- 
ing. ‘This being the cafe it isin human nature 
that the greater we {uppofe the frivolity of fuch 
an affociation to be, the greater is the chance of 
its ceafing to give fufficient occupation to the 
mind, and the greater is the rifk that the meet- 
ings may be employed to other purpofes which 
require concealment. When this happens, felf- 
intereft alone muft prompt and rule, and now 
‘there is no length that fome men will not go; wher 
they think themfelves in no danger of detection 
and punifhment. The whole proceedings of the 
fecret focieties of Free Mafons on the Continent 
(and J am authorifed to fay, of fome Lodges in 
Britain) have taken one turn, and this turn is 
aerfetly natural, In all countries there are men 
cf licentious morals, Such men wifh to have a 
ife opportunity of indulging their wits in fatire 
znd farcafm; and they are pleafed with the fup- 
pert of others. The defire of making profelytes is 
in every breaft—and it is whetted by the reftraints 
of feciety. And ali countries have difcontented 
sev, whofe grumblings will raife difcontent in 
cthers, who might not have attended to fome of 

be trifling hardfhips and injuries they met with, 
had they not been reminded of them, To be dif- 
contented, and not to think of fchemes of redrefy, 

is 
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iswhat we cannot think natural or manly—and 
where can fuch fentiments and fchemes find fuch 
fafe utterance and fuch probable fupport asin a 
fecret fociety? Free Mafonry is innocent of all 
thefe things; but Free Mafonry has been abufed, 
and at laft totally perverted—and fo will and muft 
any fuch {fecret affociation, as long as men are li- 
centious in their opinions or wicked in their dif- 
pofitions. 

It were devoutly to be wifhed therefore that the 
whole fraternity would imitate the truly benevo- 
lent condu& of thofe German Lodges who have 
formally broken up, and made a patriotic facrifice 
of their amufement to the fafety of the ftate. I 
cannot think the facrifice great or coftly, It can 
be no difficult matter to find as pleafing a way of 
paffing a vacant hour-—-and the charitable deeds 
of the members need not diminifh in the fmalleft 
degree. Every perfon’s little circle of acquaint- 
ance will give him opportunities of gratifying his 
kind difpofitions, without the chance of being mif- 
taken tn the worth of the perfon on whom he be- 
{tows his favours, There is no occafion to go to 
St. Peterfburg for a poor Brother, nor to India for 
a convert to Chriftianity, as long as we fee fo 
many fufferers and infidels among ourfelves. 

But not only are fecret focieties dangerous, but 
all focieties whofe obje& is myfterious. The whole 
hiftory of man is a proof of this pofition, In no 
age or country has there ever appeared a myfteri- 
ous affociation which did not in time become a 
public nuifance. Ingenious or defigning men of 
letters have attempted to fhow that fome of the 
ancient myfteries were ufeful to mankind, con- 
taining rational dodtrines of natural religion. This 
was the {trong hold of Weifhaupt, and he quotes 
the Eleufinian, the Pythagorean, and other myf- 

teries, 
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teries. Butfurely theirexternal fignsand tokens were 
every thing that is fhocking to decency and civil 
order. It is uncommon prefuumption for the learn- 
ed of the eighteenth century to pretend to know 
more about them than their contemporaries, the 
philofophers, the lawgivers of antiquity. Thefe 
give no fuch account of them. I would defire any 
perfon who admires the ingenious differtations of 
Dr. Warburton to read a dull German book, call- 
Caraceriftik der Myfterien der Altern, publifhed 
at Frankfort in 1787, The author contents him- 
felf with a patient collection of every {crap of 
every ancient author who has faid any thing about 
them, If the reader can fee any thing in them but 
the moft abfurd and immoral polytheifm and fa- 
ble, he muft take words in a fenfe that is ufclefs in 
reading any other piece of ancient compofition, 
I have a notion that the Dionyfiacs of Iona had 
fome f{cientific fecrets, viz. al! the knowledge of 
practical mechanics which was employed by their 
architects and engineers, and that they were re- 
ally a Mafonic Fraternity. But, like the L//uminati, 
they tagged to the fecrets of Mafonry the fecret 
of drunkennefs and debauchery ; they had their 
Sifter Lodges, and at lat became rebels, fubver- 
ters of the ftates where they Wete protected, tii! 
aiming at the dominion of all Ionia, they were 
attacked by the neighbouring ftates and difperfed, 
They were Ifluminators toa, and wanted toin- 
troduce the worfhip of Bacchus over the whole 
country, as appears in the accouut of them given 
by Strabo, Perhaps the Pythagoreans had allo 
fume icientific lecrets; but they too were Hlumi- 
nators, and thought it their duty to overiet the 
State, and were themfe!ves overfet. 
Nothing is fo dangerous as a my{tic Afociation, 
The objec remaiuing a fecrct in the hands of the 
managers 
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managers, the ret fimply put a ring in their own 
nofes, by which they may be led about at picafure ; 
and {till panting after the fecret, they are the bet- 
ter pleafed the lefs they fee of their way. A myf 
tical obje& enables the leader to ift his ground 
as he pleafes, and to accommodate himfelf to 
every current fafhion or prejudice. This again 
gives him almoft unlimited power ; for he can 
make ufe’of thefe prejudices to lead men by troops, 
He finds them already affeciated by their preju- 
dices, and waiting for a leader to concentrate 
their ftrength and fet them in motion. And when 
once great bodies of men are fet in motion, with 
a creature of their fancy for a guide, even the 
engineer himfelf cannot fay, ‘* "Thus far fhalt thou 
“ go, and no farther.” 

VII. We may alfo gather from what we have fen 
that all declamations on univerfal philanthropy are 
dangerous. ‘Their natural and immediate effect on 
the mind is to increafe the difcontents of the un- 
fortunate, and of thofe in the laborious ranks of life. 
No one, even of the Illuminators, will deny that 
thofe ranks muft be filled, if fociety exilts in any de- 
gree of cultivation whatever, and that there will al- 
ways be a greater number of men who have no far- 
ther profpect. Surely it is unkind to put fuch men 
continually in mind of a ftate in which they might 
be at their eafe ; and it is unkindnefs unmixed, be- 
caufeall the change that they will produce will be, that 
James will ferve John, who formerly was the fervant 
of James. Such declamations naturally tend to 
caufe men to make light of the obligations and du- 
ties of common patriotifm, becaufe thefe are repre- 
fented as {ubordinate and inferior to the greater and 
more noble affection of univerfal benevolence. I 
do not pretend to fay that patriotifm is founded ina 
rauionally per ceived pre-eminence or excellence of 

the 
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the fociety with which we are connected. But if it 
be a fact that fociety will not advance unlefs its mem- 
bers take an intereft in it, and that human nature 
improves only in fociety, furely this intereft fhould 
be cherifhed in every breaft. Perhaps national 
union arifes from national animofity ;—but they are 
plainly diftinguifhable, and union is not neceflarily 
productive of injultice. The fame arguments that 
have any force again{ft patriotifm are equally good 
again{t the preference which natural inftin® gives 
parents for their children, and furely no one can 
doubt of the propriety of maintaining this in its 
full force, fubject however to the precife laws of 
juflice. 

~ But I am in the wrorg to adduce paternal or fi- 
lial affection in defence of patrioti{m and loyalty, 
fince even thofe natural inftints are reprobated by 
the Iluminati, as hoftile to the all-comprehending 
philanthropy. Mr. de la Metherie fays, that among 
the memorials fent from the clubs in England to the 
National Affembly, he read two, (printed, ) in which 
the Affembly was requefted to eftablifh a communi- 
ty of wives, and to take children from their parents 
and educate them for the nation. In full compli- 
ance with this dilate of univerfal philanthropy, 
Weifhaupt would have murdered his own child and 
his concubine,—and Orleans voted the death of his 
near relation. 

Indeed, of all the confequences of Illumination, 
the moft melancholy is this revolution which it feems 
to operate in the heart of man,—this forcible facri- 
fice of every affection of the heart to an ideal divi- 
nity, a mere creature of the imagination.—It feems 
a prodigy, yet it is a matter of experience, that the 
farther we advance, or vainly fuppofe that we do ad- 
vance, inthe knowledge of our mental powers, the 
more are our moral feelings flattened and done away. 

l remember 
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I remember reading, long ago, a differtation on the 
nurfing of infants by a French academician, Le 
Cointre of Verfailles. He indelicately fupports his 
theories by the cafe of his own fon, a weak puny in- 
fant, whom his mother was obliged to keep continu= 
ally applied to her bofom, fo that fhe rarely could 
get two hours of fleep during the time of fuckling 
him. Mr: Le Cointre fays, that fhe contraéted for 
thisinfant “ une partialite toute-a-fait derasfonable.” 
~—Plato; or Socrates, or Cicero, would probably 
have explained this by the habitual exercife of pity, 
a very endearing emotion.---But our Academician, 
better illuminated, folves it by ttimulion the papillæ 
and on the nerves of the fkin, and by the meeting 
of the humifying aura, &c. and does not feem to 
think that young Le Cointre was much indebted to 
his mother. It would amufe me to learn that this 
was the wretch Le Cointre, Major of the National 
Guards of Verfailles, who countenanced and en- 
couraged the fhocking treafon and barbarity of thofe 
tuffians on the 5th and 6th of OSober 1789. Com- 
plete freezing of the heart would (I think) be the 
confequence of a theory which could perfectly ex- 
plain the affections by vibrations or cryftallizations. 
---Nay, any very perfect theory of moral fentiments 
muft have fomething of this tendency.--- Perhaps 
the ancient fyftems of moral philofophy, which were 
chiefly fearches after the /ummum Lonum, and fy{tems 
of moral duties, tended more to form and ftrength- 
en the heart; and produce a worthy man, than the 
moft perfect theory of modern times, which explains 
every phenomenon by means of a nice anatomy of 
our affections. 

So far therefore as we are really more illuminated; 
it may chance to give us an ealier victory over the 
natural or inftinđtive attachments of mankind, and 


make the facrifice to univerfal philanthropy lefs 
colily 


348 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. CHAP. IV: 


coftly tothe heart. I do not however pretend to fay 
that this is really the cafe : but I think myfelf fully 
warranted to fay, that increafe of virtuous affections 
in general has not been the fruit of modern Illumi- 
nation. I will not again ficken the reader, by call- 
ing his attention to Weifhaupt and his affociates or 
fucceffors. But let us candidly contemplate the 
world around us, and particularly the perpetual 
advocates of univerfal philanthropy. | What have 
been the general effects of their continual declama- 
tions? Surely very melancholy ; nor can it eafily 
be otherwife.—An ideal ftandard is continually re- 
ferred to. This is made gigantic, by being always 
feen indiftinélly, as through a mift; or rather a flut- 
tering air. In comparifon with this, every feeling 
that we have been accuftomed to refpect vanifhes as 
infignificant ; and, adopting the Jefuitical maxim, 
that “the great end fanctifies every mean,” this fum 
of Cofmo-political good is made to eclipfe or cover 
all the prefent evils which muft be endured for it. 
Thé fact now is, that we are become fo familiarifed 
with enorinities,; fuch as brutality to the weaker fex; 
cruelty to old age, wanton refinement on barbarity; 
that we now hear unmoved accounts of fcenes, from 
which, a few years ago, we would have fhrunk back 
with horror. With cold hearts, and a metaphyfical 
fcale, we meafure the prefent miferies of our fellow 
creatures, and compare them with the accumulated 
miferies of former times, occafioned through a courfe 
of ages, and afcribed to the ambition of Princes. In 
this artificial manner are the atrocities of France ex- 
tenuated; and we ftruggle, and partly fucceed, in 
teafoning ourfelves out of all the feelings which link 
men together in fociety.—The ties of father, huf- 
band, brother, friend—all are abandoned for an 
emotion which we muft even ftrive to excite,—uni- 
verfal philanthropy: But this is fad petverfion of 

nature. 
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hature. “ He that loveth not his brother whom he 
** hath feen, how can he love God whom he hath nor 
t feen?” Still lefs can he love this ideal being, of 
which he labours to conjure up fome indiftin® and 
fleeting notion. It is alfo highly abfurd ; for, in 
trying to collect the circumftances which conftitute 
the enjoyments of this Citizen of the World, we find 
ourfelves junt brought back to the very moral feel- 
ings which we are wantonly throwing away. Weif- 
haupt allures us by the happinefs of the patriarchal 
life as the /ummum bonumof man. But if it is any 
thing more than eating and fleeping, and {quabbling 
with the neighbouring patriarchs, it muft confilt in 
the domeftic and neighbourly affections, and every 
other agreeable moral feeling, all which are to be 
had in our prefent flate, in greater abundance, 

But this is all a pretence ;—the wicked corrupters 
of mankind have no fuch views of human felicity, 
nor would they be contented with it; they want to 
intrigue and to lead; and their patriarchal life an- 
{wers the fame purpofe of tickling the fancy as the 
Arcadia of the poets. Horace fhows the frivolity of 
thefe declamations, without formally enouncing the 
moral, in his pretty Ode, 


Beatus ille qui procul negotiis. 


The ufurer, after expatiating on this Arcadian feli- 
city, hurries away to change, and puts his whole 
cafh again out to ufury. 

Equally ineffective are the declamations of Cof- 
imo-politifm on à mind filled with felfifh paffions ;— 
they juft ferve it for a fubterfuge.-—The ties of or- 
dinary life ave broken in the firit place, and the Ci- 
tizen of the World is a wolf of the defart. 

- The unhappy confequence is, that the natural 


progrefs of liberty is retarded. Had this ¿gms fa- 
2V tuus 
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{us not appeared and mifled us, the improvements 
which true Illumination has really produced, the 
increafe in fciences and arts, and the improvement 
in our eftimate of life and happinefs, would have 
continued to work filently and gradually in all na- 
tions ; and thofe which are lefs fortunate in point 
of government would allo have improved, by little 
and little, without lofing any fenfible portion of their 
prefent enjoyments in the poffeffion of riches, or 
honours, or power. ‘Thofe pretenfions would gra- 
dually have come to balance each other, and true 
liberty, fuch as Britons enjoy, might have taken 
place over all. 

Inftead of this, the inhabitants of every ftate are 
put into a lituation where every individual is alarm- 
ed and injured by the fuccefs of another, becaufe all 
pre-eminence is criminal. ‘Therefore there muft be 
perpetual jealoufy and ftruggle. Princes are now 
alarmed, fince they fee the aim of the lower clafles, 
and they repent of their former liberal conceffions. 
All parties maintain a fullen diflance and referve ; 
—the people become unruly, and the fovereign 
hard-hearted ; fo that liberty, fuch as can be enjoyed 
in peace, is banifhed from the country. 

VIII. When we fee how eagerly the Illuminati 
endeavoured to infinuate their Brethren into all of- 
fices which gave them influence on the public mind, 
and particularly into feminaries of education, we 
fhould be particularly careful to prevent them, and 
ought to examine with anxious attention the manner 
of thinking of all who offer themfelves for teachers 
of youth. There isno part of the fecret corref- 
pondence of Spartacus and his Affociates, in which 
we fee moie varied and artful methods for fecuring 
pupils, than in his own conduct refpecting the ftu- 
dents in the Univerfity, and the injundtions he gives 
toothers. There are two men, Socher and Drexl, 

. who 
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who had the general infpection of the fchools in the 
Electorate. They are treated by Spartacus as perfons 
of the greateft confequence, and the inttructions 
given them ftick at no kind of corruption. Wei- 


{haupt is at pains, circuitous and mean arts, to in- 


duce young gentlemen to come under his care, and, 
to one whom he defcribes in another letter as a little 
matter who mult have much indulgence, he caufes it 
to be intimated, that in the quarters where he is to 
be lodged, he will get the key of the ftreet-door, fo 
that he can admit whom he will. In all this can- 
vafling he never quits the great object, the forming 
the mind of the young man according to the princi- 
ples of univerfal Liberty and Equality, and to gain 
this point, fcruples not to flatter, aud even to excite 
his dangerous paflions. We may be certain, that 
the zeal of Cofmo-politifm will operate in the fame 
way in other men, and we ought therefore to be fo- 
licitous to have all that are the inftructors of youth, 
perfons of the moft decent manners. No queftion 
but fobriety and hypocrify may inhabit the fame 
breat. But its immediate effect on the pupil is at 
leaft fafe, and it is always eafy for a fenfible parent 
to reprefent the reftrictions laid on the pupil by 
fuch a man as the effects of uncommon anxiety for 
his fafety. Whereas there is no cure for the lax 
principles that may fleal upon the tender mind that 
is not early puton its guard. Weifhaupt undoubt- 
edly thought that the principles of civil anarchy 
would be eafieft inculcated on minds, that had al- 
ready fhaken off the reftraints of Religion, and en- 
tered into habits of fenfual indulgence, We fhall 
be fafe if we truft his judgment in this matter.— 
We fhould be particularly obfervant of the charac- 
ter and principles of Men of Talents, who offer 
themfelves for thefe otfices, becaufe their influence 
muft be very great. Indeed this anxiety fhould ex- 

tend 
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tend to all offices which in any way give holders any 
remarkable influence on the minds of confiderable 
numbers. Such fhould always be filled by men of 
immaculate characters and approved principles; and, 
in times like the prefent, where the mott effential 
queftions are the fubjects of frequent difcuffion, we 
fhould always confider with fome diftruft the men 
who are very cautious in declaring their opinions 
on thefe queftions. 

It isa great misfortune undoubtedly to feel our- 
felves in a fituation which makes us damp the en- 
joyments of life with fo much fufpicion. But the 
hiftory of mankind fhows us that many great revo- 
lutions have been produced by remote and appa- 
rently frivolous caufes. When things come toa 
height, it is frequently impoffible to find a cure— 
at any rate medicina Jero paratur, and it is much bet- 
ter to prevent the difeale—principiis obfta—venientt 
occurrite morbo, 

IX. Nor can it be faid that thefe are vain fears. 
We know that the enemy is working among us, and 
that there are many appearances in thefe kingdoms 
which ftrongly refemble the contrivance of this dan- 
gerous affociation. We know that before the Order 
of Illuminati was broken up by the Elector of Bava- 
ria, there were feveral Lodges in Britain, and we 
may be Certain that they are not all broken up. I 
know that they are not, and that within thefe two 
years fome Lodges were ignorant or affected to be 
fo, of the corrupted principles and dangerous defigns 
of the Illuminati. The conftitution of the Order 
fhews that this may be, for the Lodges themfelves 
were illuminated by degrees. But I muft remark, 
that we can hardly {uppofe a Lodge to be eftablifhed 
in any place, unlefs there be fome very zealous Bro- 
ther at hand to inftruét and direct it. And I ao 
that a perfon can hardly be advanced as far as th 
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rank of Scotch Knight of the Order, and be a fafe 
man either for our Church or State. I am very well 
informed, that there are feveral thoufands of fubfcrib- 
ing Brethren in London alone, and we can hardly 
doubt, but that many of that number are well advan- 
eed. The vocabulary alfo of the Illuminati is cur- 
rent in certain focietiesamong us. ‘Thefe focieties 
have taken the very name and conftitution of the 
French and German focieties. Correfponding— 
A ffiliated--- Provincial---Refcript---Convention----- 
Reading Societies---Citizen of the World---Liberty 
and Equality, the Imprefcriptible Rights of Man, 
kc. kc. And mutt it not be acknowledged that our 
public arbiters of literary merit have greatly chang- 
ed their manner of treatment of ‘Theological and po- 
litical writings of late years? ‘Lill Paine’s Age of 
Reafon appeared, the moft {ceptical writings of Eng- 
land kept within the bounds of decency and of argu- 
ment, and we have not, in the courfe of two centu- 
ries, one piece that fhould be compared with many 
of the blackguard produétions of the German preffes. 
Yet even thofe performances generally met with 
{harp reproof as well as judicious refutation. This 
is a tribute of commendation to which my country 
is moft juflly entitled. Ina former part of my life 
I was pretty converfant in writings of this kind, and 
have feen almoft every Engliflı performance of note. 
I cannot exprefs the furprife and difguft which I felt 
atthe number and the grofsindecency of the German 
differtations which have come in my way fince I be- 
gan this little hiftory,---and many of the titles which 
I obferve in the Leipzig catalogues are fuch as I 
think no Britifh writer would make nfe of. Iam 
told that the licentioufnefs of the prefs has been 
equally remarkable in France, even before the Re- 
volution.---May this fenfe of propriety and decen- 
cy long continue to protect us, and fupport the na- 

tional 
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tional character for real good breeding, as our at- 
tainments in manly fcience have hitherto gained 
us the refpect of the furrounding nations ! 

I cannot help thinking that Britifh fentiment, 
or Britifh delicacy, is changed ; for Paine’s book 
is treated by moft of our Reviewers with an af- 
fected liberality and candour, and is laid before 
the public asquite new matter, and a fair field for 
difcufiion—and it {trikes me as if our critics were 
more careful to let no fault of his opponents pafs 
unnoticed than to expofe the futility and rudenefs 
of this indelicate writer, In the reviews of poli- 
tical writings we fee few of thofe kind endeavours, 
which real love for our conftitutional government 
would induce a writer to employ in order to lef- 
fen the fretful difcontents of the people ; and 
there is frequently betrayed a fatisfaction at find- 
ing adminiftration in ftraits, either through mif- 
conduct or misfortune. Real love for our coun- 
try and its government would (I think) induce a 
perfon to mix with his criticifms fome fentiments 
of fympathy with the embarraffment of a minifter 
loaded with the bufinefs of a great nation, in a {i- 
tuation never before experienced by any minifter. 
The critic would recollect that the minifter was a 
man, fubjec to error, but not neceffarily nor alto- 
gether bafe. But it feemsto be an affumed prin- 
ciple with fome of our political writers and re- 
viewers that government muft always be in fault, 
and that every thing needs a reform, Such were 
the beginnings on the continent, and we cannot 
doubt but that attempts are made to influence 
the public mind in this country, in the very way 
that has been practifed abroad.—Nay, 

X. The deteftable dodtrines of Illuminatifm 
have been openly preached among us, Has not 
Dr, Prieftley faid, (1 think in one of his letters es 
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the Birmingham riots,) “ That if the condition of 

* other nations be as much improved as that ef 
** France will be by the change in her fyftem of 
government, the great crifis, dreadful as it may 
appear, will bea confummation devoutly to be 
wifhed for ;-+and though calamitous to many, 
perhaps to many innocent perfons, will be even- 
“ tually glorious and happy °”—Is not this equi- 
valent to Spartacus faying, “ 'True—there will be 
“ a ftorm, a convulfion—but all will be calm 
“ again 2’=—Does Dr. Prieftley think that the Bri- 
tih will part more eafiily than their neighbours in 
France with their property and honours, fecured 
by ages of peaceable poffeifion, protected by law, 
and acquiefced in by all who wifh and hope that 
their own defcendants may reap the fruits of their 
honet induftry ?—wWill they make a lefs manly 
ftruggle ?—Are they lefs numerous P—Muft his 
friends, his patrons, whom he has thanked, and 
praifed, and flattered, yield up all peaceably, or 
fall in the general ftruggle ? This writer has al- 
ready given the moft promifing {pecimens of his 
own docility in the principles of Iuminatifm, and 
has already paffed through feveral degrees of ini- 
tiation, He has refined and refined on Chrifti- 
anity, and boafts, like another Spartacus, that he 
has, at laft, hit on the true fecret.—Has he not 
been preparing the minds of his readers for Athe- 
ifm by his theory of mind, and by his commen- 
tary on the unmeaning jargon of Dr, Hartley ? 
I call it unmeaning jargon, that I may avoid giv- 
ing it a more appofite and difgraceful name. 
For, if intelligence and defign be nothing but a 
certain moditication of the vibratiuncule or un- 
dulations of anv kind, what is {upreme intelli- 
gence, but a more extenfive, and (perhaps they 
will callit) refined undulation, pervading or mix- 


ing 
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ing with all others ? Indeed it is in this very man- 
ner that the nniverfal operation of intelligence is 
pretended to be explained; As any new or pars 
tial undulation may be fuperinduced on any other 
already exifting, and this without the leaft diflurb- 
ance or confufion, fo may the inferior intelligen- 
ces in the univerfe be only fuperinductions on the 
operations of this fupreme intelligence which per- 
vades them all,—And thus an undulation (of what? 
furely of fomething prior to and independent of 
this modification) is the caufe of all the beings in 
the univerfe, and of all the harmony and beauty 
that we obferve,—And this undulation is the ob- 
ject of love, and gratitude, and confidence (that 
is, of other kinds of undulations, )}—Fortunately 
all this has no meaning.—But furely, if any thing 
can tend to diminifh the force of our religious 
fentiments, and make all Dr, Prieftley’s difcoveries 
in Chriftianity infignificant, this will do it. 

Were it poflible for the departed foul of New- 
ton to feel pain, he would furely recolle& with re- 
gret that unhappy hour, when provoked by Dr. 
Hooke’s charge of plagiarifm, be firft threw out his 
whim of a vibrating ether, to fhew what might be 
made of an hypothefis.—For Sir Haac Newton muft 
be allowed to have paved the way for much of the 
atomical philofophy of the moderns. Newton's 
wether is aflumed as a fac totum by every precipitate 
{ciolift, who, in defpite of logic, and in contradic- 
tion to all the principles of mechanics, gives us the- 
ories of mufcular motion, of animal fenfation, and 
even of intelligence and volition, by the undula- 
tions of ztherial fluids. Not one of a hundred of 
thefe theorifts can go through the fundamental theo- 
rem Of all this dotrine, the 47th prop. of the 2 
book of the Principia, and not one in a thoufand 


know that Newton's inveftigation is inconclufive.— 
Yet 
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Yetthey talk of the efects and modifications of thofe un 
dulations as tamiliariy and coufidenuy asif they could 
demontftrate the prepolitions in Euclid’s Elements, 
Yet fuch isthe realon that fatishes Dr. Prieftly.— 
But I do not fuppole that he has yet attained his acme 
of Illumination. His genius has been cramped by 
Britith prejudices. — Thete need not {way his mind 
any longer. He is now in that * fará temporis (et 
t loci) feélicttate, ubi feulire que velis, et qua feutias 
t diccre licet,’—in the country which was honour- 
ed by giving the world the firit avowed edition of the 
Age of Reafon, with the name of the fhop and pub- 
lither. I make no doubt but that his mind will now 
take a higher flight,—and we may expect to fee him 
fire “that train by which he boailed that he would 
‘** blow up the religious eftablifhment of his itupid 
t and enflaved native country.”—Peace be with 
him.—But I grieve that he has left any of his friends 
and abettors among us, who declaim, in the moft 
Violent and unqualified terms, againit all national 
Eftabiifhments of Religion, and in no friendly 
terms of any eltablifliments which maintain or allow 
ally privileged Orders. Difcanting much on fuch 
topics increafes the diffatisfaction of the lefs fortu- 
wate part of mankind, who -naturally repine at ad- 
vantages which do not arie from the perfonal merit 
of the poffefior, although they are the natural and 
neceflary fruits of merit in their anceftors, and of 
the-juftice and fecurity of cur happy Conftitution. 
No weil informed and fenfible man will deny that 
the greateft injury was done to pure Religion when 
Conilantine deciared Chriftianity to be the Religion 
of the Empire, and veited the Church witb allthe rich- 
es and power of the Heathen Priefthood. Butit is falle 
thatthis wasthe fource of all orof the worftctorruptions 
of Chriftianity: The mereft novice in Church Hifiory 
knows that the errcrsof the Gneflics, of the Cerin- 
TA thians, 
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thians, and others, long preceded this event, and 
that thoufands loft their lives in thofe metaph yfical 
difputes. But I cannot help thinking that, in the 
prefent condition of Europe, religion would defert 
the world, if the opinions of men were not direct- 
ed, in fome proper degree, by National Eflablifh- 
ments. ‘Teachers among the Independents will 
court popularity, as they have always courted it; by 
foftering fome favourite and difcriminating opinion 
of their hearers. ‘Lhe old fubjects of debate have 
now loft their ze2, and I fould fear that the teach- 
ers would find it a fucceisful, as it is an ealy road to 
popularity, to lead their hearers through a feries of 
refinements, till they are landed, much to their fa- 
tisfaction, in the Materialifm of Dr. Priefiley, froin 
which it is but a fep to the Atheifin of Diderot and 
Condorcet. 

Seeing ihat there are fuch grounds of apprehen- 
fion, I think that we have caufe to be upon our 
guard, and that every man who has enjoyed the 
{weets of Britifh liberty fhould be very anxious in- 
deed to preferve it. We fhould difcourage all fe- 
cret aflemblies, which afford opportunities to the 
difaffected, and all converfations which fofter any 
notions of political perfection, and create hanker- 
ings after unattainable happinefs. Thefe only in- 
creafe the difcontents of the unfortunate, the idle, 
and the worthlefs.---Above all, we fhould be careful 
to difcourage and check immorality and licentiouf- 
nefs in every fhape. For this will of itfelf fubvert 
every government, and will fubjedt us to the vile 
tyranny of a profligate mob. 

XI. If there has ever been a feafon in which it 
was proper to call upon the public inflruors of the 
nation to exert themfelves in the caufe of Religion 
and Virtue, it is furely the prefent. It appears, 
from the tenor of the whole narration before the 

: reader, 
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reader, that Religion and Virtue are confidered as 
the great obftacles to the completion of this plan 
for overturning the governments of Europe—and 
I hope that I have made it evident that thofe con- 
fpirators have prefuppofed that there is deepiy 
rooted in the heart of man a fincere veneration 
for uafophifticated virtue, and an affectionate pro- 
penfity toNeligion; that is, to confider this beau- 
tiful world as the pr oduction of wifdom and pow- 
er, refiding in a Being different from the world 
ittelf, and the natural object of admiration and of 
love —I do not {peak of the truth of this princi- 
pie at prefent, but only of its reality, as an im- 
preffion on the heart of man, Thefe principles 
muft therefore be worked on,—and they are ac- 
knowledged to be ftrong, becaufe much art is em- 
ployed to eradicate them, or to overwhelm them 
by other powerful agents.—We alfo fee that Re- 
ligion and Virtue are confidered by thofe corrupt- 
ers as Clofely united, and as mutually fupporting 
each.cther, This they admit asa fact, and la- 
bour to prove it to be a miflake.—And laftly, they 
entertain no hopes of complete fuccefs till they 
have exploded both. 

This being the cafe, I hope that I fhali be clear 
of all charge of impropriety, when i addrefs our 
national inftruétors, and carnefily defire them to 
confider this caufe as peculiarly theirs, The world 
has been corrupted under pretence of moral in- 
f{trudtion.——Backwardncfs, therefore, on their 
part, may do inconceivable harm, becaufe it will 
moft certainly be interpreted as an acknowledg- 
ment of defeat, and they will be accufed of in- 
difference and infincerity. I know that a modeft 
» man reluctantly comes forward with any thing 
that has the appearance of thinking himfelf wifer 
or better than his neighbours, But if all are fo 

bafhful 
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bafhful, where will itend? Muft we allow a parcel 
of worthleis profiigates, whom no man would truit 
with the management of the moft trifling concern, 
to pafs with the ignorant and indolent for teachers 
of true wifdom, and thus entice the whole world 
intoa trap? They have fucceeded with our unfor- 
tunate neighbours on the continent, and, in Ger- 
many, (to their fhame be it fpoken) they have been 
aflifted even by fome faithlefs clergymen. 

But I will hope better of my countrymen, and I 
think that our clergy have encouragement even from 
the native character of Britons. National compari- 
fons are indeed ungraceful, and are rarely candid— 
but I chin! they may be induiged in this inttance. 
Ii is of his own countrymen that Voltaire fpeaks, 
when he fays, that *“ they refemble a mixed breed 
“ of the monkey and the tiger,” animals that mix 
fun with mifchief, and that fpert with the torments 
of their prey. —They have indeed given the moft 
flocking proofs of the jufinefs of his portrait. It is 
with a confiderable degree of national pride, there- 
fore, that I compare the behaviour of the French 
with that of the Britifh in a very fimilar fituation, 
during the civil wars and the ufurpation of Crom- 
well. There have been more numerous, und in- 
finitely more atrocious, crimes committed in France 
during any one half year fince the beginning of the 
Revolution, than during the whole of that tumultu- 
ous period. And it fhould be remembered, that in 
Britain, at that period, to all other grounds of dif- 
content was added no fmall {hare cf religious fanati- 
cifm, a pafion (may I call it) which feldom fails to 
roule every angry thoughtof the heart.—Much may 
be hoped for from an earueft and judicious addrefs 
to that vich fund of manly kindnefs that is con{picu- 
ous in the Britifh charaGter,—a fund to which Iam 
perfuaded we owe the excellence of our conflitution- 

al 
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al government---No where elfe in Enrope are the 
claims of the different ranks in fociety fo generally 
and fo candidly admitted. All feel their forve, and 
all allow them to others. Hence it happens that they 
are enjoyed in fo much peace----hence it happens 
that the gentry live among the yeomen and farmers 
with fo eafy and familiar a fuperiority : 


Extrema per illos 
Fupitia excedens terris vefligia fecii. 


Our clergy are alfo well prepared for the tafk. 
For our anceltors differed exceedingly from the pre- 
fent Illuminators in their notions, and have enacted 
that the clergy fhall be well infiru@ed in natural 
philofophy, judging that a knowledge of the fym- 
metry of nature, and the beautiful adjuflment of all 
her operations, would produce a firm belief of a 
wifdom and power which is the fource of all this 
fair order, the Author and Conductor of all, and 
therefore the natural object of admiration and of 
love. A good heart is epen to this impreffion, and 
feels no reluctance, but on the contrary a pleafure, 
in thinking man the fubject of his government, and 
the objeA of hiscare. ‘This point being once gain- 
ed, I fhould think that the falutary truths of Reli- 
gion will be highly welcome. I fhould think that 
it will be eafy to convince fuch minds, that in 
the midft cf the immenfe variety of the works of 
God there is one great plan to which every thing 
feems to refer, namely, the crowding this world, 
to the utmoft degree of poffibility, with life, with 
beings that enjoy the things around them, each in 
its own degree and manner. Among thefe, man 
ee a molt con{picuous figure, and the maxi- 

num of hisenjoyments feems a capital article in the 
wavs of Providence. It will, I think, reguire little 
trouble to fhew that the natural diGates of Religion, 
or the immediate refults of the belief of God’s Hig 

ra 
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ral government of the univerfe, coincide in every 
circumftance of fentiment, difpofition, and condud, 
with thofe that are moft productive of enjoyment 
(on the whole) in focial life. The fame train of 
thought will fhew, that the real improvements in 
the pleafures of fociety, are, in faĝ, improvements 
of man’s rational nature, and fo many fteps toward 
that perfection which our own coniciences tell us we 
are capable of, and which Religion encourages us-to 
hope for in another flate of being.—-And thus will 
‘* the ways of Wifdom appear to be ways of plea- 
“ fantnefs, and all her patlis to be peace.” l 

Dwelling on fuch topics, there is no occafion for 
any political difcufion. This would be equally im- 
proper and hurtful. Such difcuffions never fail to 
produce ill-humour.—But furely the higheft com- 
placence muft refult from the thought that we are 
co-operating with the Author of all wifdom and 
goodnefs, and helping forward the favourite plans of 
his providence. Such a thought muft elevate the 
mind which thus recognifes a fort of alliance with 
the Author of nature.—Our brethren in fociety ap- 
pear brethren indeed, heirs of the fame hopes, and 
travelling to the fame country. This will be a fort 
of moral patriotifm, and fhould, I think, produce 
mutual forbearance, fince we difcover imperfeclions 
in all creatures, and are con{cious of them in our- 
felves—notwithftanding which, we hope to be all 
equal at laft in worth and in happinefs. 

I thould gladly hope that J fliall not be accufed of 
prefumption in this addrefs. There is no profeffion 
that I more fincerely. refpet than that of the reli- 
gious and moral inftructor of my country. I am 
faying nothing here that Iam not accuftomed to 
urge at much greater length inthe courfe of my pro- 
ie{ional duty. And I do not think that I am juftly 
chargeable with vanity, when I fuppofe that many 
years cf delightful Rudy of the works of God have 

given 
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given me fomewhat more acquaintance with them 
than is probably attained by thofe who never think 
of the matter, being continually engaged in the 
buftle of life. Should one of this deicription fay 
that all is fate or chance, andthat ‘ the fame thing 
“ happens to ali,” &c. as is but too common, I 
fhould think that a prudent man will give fo much 
preference to my aflertion, as at lealtto think feri- 
oufly about the thing, before he allow himielf any 
indulgence in things which 1 affirm to be highly 
dangerous to his future peace and happinefs.-—For 
this reafon ] hope not to be accufed of going out of 
my line, nor hear any one fay “ Ne futor ultra cre- 
“ pidam.” Theprefent is a feafon of anxiety, and 
it isthe duty of eyery man to contribute his mite to 
the general good. 

It is in fome fuch hopes that I have written thefe 
pages ; and if they have any fuch effect, I thall 
think myfelf fortunate in having by chance hit on 
fomeihing ufeful, when I was only trying to amufe 
myfelf during the tedious hours of bad health and 
confinement. No perfon is more fenfible of the 
many imperfections of this performance than my- 
felf. But, as I have no motive for the publication 
but the hopes of doing fome good, I trift that I fhall 
obtain a favourable acceptance of my endeavours 
from an intelligent, a candid, and a good-natured 
public. . I muaf entreat that it be remembered that 
thefe iheets are net the work of an author deter- 
mined to write a book. They were for the moft 
part notes, which I took from books I had borrowed, 
that I might occationally have recourfe to them 
when occupied with Free Mafonry, the firft objec 
of my curiofity. My curiofity was diverted to ma- 
ny other things as I went along,. and when the I!l- 
luminati came in my way, I regretted the time Í 
had thrown away on Free Maionry.—But, opining 

their 
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their connection, I thought that i perceived the 
progrels of one and the tame defign. This made 
me eager to find out any remains of Weifhaupt’s 
Affociation. I was not iurprized when I faw marks 
of its interference inthe French Kevolution.—in 
hunting for clearer proofs I found ovrt the German 
Union—and, in fine, the whole appeared to be one 
great and wicked project; fermenting and working 
over all Europe.---Soine highly retpected friends 
encouraged me in the hope of doing fome fervice by 
laying my informations before tne public, and faid 
that no time fhould be loft.---I therefore fet about 
collecting my {cattered facts.---I undertook this tak 
at a time when my official duty prefed hard on mce, 
and bad health made me very unåt for itudy.---The 
effects of this muft appear in many faults, which I 
fee, without being able at prefert to amend them. I 
owe this apology to the public, and I truft that my 
good intentions will procure it acceptance*. 


Nothing . 


* While the fheet commencing p. 341 was printing off, I got 
a fight of a work publifhed in Paris latt year entitled La Conjura- 
tion d'Orleans? It confirms all that I have faid refpecting the ufe 
made of the Free Mafon Lodges.—It gives a particular account 
of the fermaticn of the Jacobin Club, by the Club Breton. This 
iaft appears to have been the Affociation formed with the affiftance 
of the German deputies. The jacobin Club had feveral com- 
mittees, fimilar to thofe of the National Affembly. Amoig 
others, it had a Committee of Enquiry and Correfpondence, 
whofe bufinefs it was to gain partizans, to difcover enemies, to 
decide on the merits of the Brethren, and to form fimilar Clubs 
in other places. 

The author of the above-mentioned work writes as follows, 
{vol. iii. p. 19.) We may judge of what the D. of Orleans 
could do in other places, by what he did during his flay in Eng- 
land. During his ftay in London, he gained over to his interelt 
Lord Stanhope and Dr. Price, two of the moft refpectable 
members of the Reveluiion Society. This Society had no other 

object 
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Nothing would give me more fincere pleafure than 
to fee the whole proved to be a miftake ;—to be 
convinced that there is no fuch plot, and that we 
run no rifk of the coniagion; but that Britain will 
continue, by the abiding prevalence of honour, of 
virtue, aud of true religion, to exhibit the fairett 
{pecimen of civil government that ever was feen on 
earth, anda national character and conduct not un- 
worthy of the inetiimable bleflings that we enjoy: 
Our excellent Sovereign, at his acceffion to the 
throne, declared to his Parliament that ne cLORIED 
IN HAVING BEEN BORN A Briton. --Would to God 

that 


— 


obje& (it faid) but to fupport the Revolution, which had cri- 
ven James II. from the throne of his anceftors. 

Orleans made of this affociation a true Jacobin Club.—1t en. 
tered into correfpondence with the Committee of Enquiry of our 
Commune, with the fame Committee of our Jacobin Club, and 
at lat with our National Affembly. It even fent to the Affem. 
bly ar oftenfible letter, in which we may fee the following paflages : 

« The Society congratulate the National Affembly of France 

& onthe Revolution which has taker place in that ccuntry. It 
* cannot but ezrneflly with for the happy conclufion cf fo im- 
& portant a Revolution, and, at the fame time, exprefs the ex- 
tc treme fatisfaction which it feels in reflecting on the glorious 
« example which France has given to the world.” (The Reader 
will remark, that in this example are contained all the horrors 
which had been exhibited ‘in France before the month of March 
1790; and that before this time, the condu& of the Duke of 
Orleans on the sth and 6th of OGober 1789, with all the hock- 
ing atrocities of thole days, were fully known in England.) 
«© The Society refolves unanimoufly to invite all the people of 
England to eftablifh Societies through the kingdom, to fupport 
the principles of the Revolution, to form correfpondence be- 
tween themfelves, and by thefe means to eltablifh a great con- 
“ certed Union of all the true¥riends of Liberty.” 

Accordingly (fays the French author) this was executed, and 
Jacobin Clubs were eftablithed in feveral cities of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. 2X 


t 


~oe 
aoan n 


366 THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. CHAP, iv, 


that all and each of his fubjeéts had entertained the 
fame lofty noticns of this good fortune! Then 
would they have laboured, as he has done for near 
forty years, to: fupport the honour of the Britith 
name by fetting as bright an example of domettic 
and of public virtue.---Then would Britons have 
been indeed the boaft of humanity---then we fhould 
have viewed thefe wicked plots of our neighbours 
with a fmile of contempt, and of fincere pity---and 
there would have been no need of this imperfect 
but well-meant performance. 


[- 367 ] 
Pofifcript. 


PA RETA I faw noreafon to doubt of the 
validity of the proofs which I have offered in the 
preceding pages, of a confpiracy againft the 
deareft interefts of every nation of Europe, nor 
of the importance of the information to my own 
countrymen, it gives me great fatisfaction to 
learn that it has been received with favour and 
indulgence, 'ThisI may conclude from the im- 
preffion’s being exhaufted in a few days, and be- 
caufe the publifher informs me that another edi- 
tion is wanted immediately. I could have wifh- 
ed that this were deferred for fome time, that I 
might have availed myfelf of the obfervations of 
others, and be enabled to correct the miftakes 
into which I have been led by my fcanty know- 
ledge of the German language, and the miftakes 
of the writers from whom I derived all my in- 
formations, I fhould, in that cafe, have attempt- 
ed tomake the work more worthy of the public 
eye, by correcting many imperfections, which 
the continual diftraction of bad health, and my 
hafte to bring it before the public, have occafion- 
ed. I fhould have made the difpofition more na- 
tural and per{picuous, and have lopped off fome 
redundances and repetitions. But the printer tells 
me, that this would greatly retard the publication, 
by changing the feries of the pages, At any 
rate, I am not at prefentin a condition to engage 
in any work that requires difpatch. I muft yield 
therefore to thofe reafons, and content myfelf 
with fuch corrections as can be made immediately. 

I have found, after minute enquiry, that I 
was miftaken as to the expreffion of an eminerit 
follower 
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follower of Dr. Prieftley, mentioned before, 
The perfon alluded to difclaims all fanguinary 
proceedings, and my information arofe from a 
very erroneous account which was circulated of 
the converfation. But I fill think the caution 
equally neceffary, which I recommended to the 
hearers of the frequent and violent declamations 
made by thofe alluded to, againit all religious 
eitablifiinents. 9 

Except the anecdote of Diderot’s library, I do 
net recollect another affertion in the book, for 
which I have notthe authority of printed evidence, 
‘This {tory was told me by fo many perfons of cre- 
dit, vho were on the fpot at the time, that I 
have no doubt of its truth. 

I alfo find that I was miftaken in my conjec- 
ture that Mr, Le Franc communicated his fuipi- 
cions of the horrid defigns of the Free Mafons 
to Archbifhop Gobet. it muft have been to Mr. 
Le Clerc de Fuigne, a moft worthy prelate, whom 
the hatred of the Jacobins obliged to fly into 
Switzerland. The Catholic clergy were butch- 
ered or banifhed, andthe facobins fubftituted in 
their places fuch as would fecond their views. 
Gobet was worthy of their confidence, and the 
Archbifiiop of Theuloufe (Brienne ) himlelf couid 
not have ferved the caufe of the philofophilts 
more effectually, had they fucceeded in their at- 
tempts to get him continued Archbifhop of Paris, 

As the poetical picture of unqualified Liberty 
and Equality, and the indolent pleafures of the 
patriarchal life, are the charm by which the Hlu- - 
minators hope to fafcinate all hearts, and as they 
reprobate every couitruGion of fociety which to- 
Jerates any permanent fubordination, and parti- 
cularly fuch as found this fubordination on dit 
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tintions of ranks, and fcout all privileges allow- 
ed to -particular orders of men, I hope that it 
will vot be thought foreign to the general purpofe 
of the foregoing Work, if, I with great defer- 
ence, lay before the Reader fome of my reafons 
for afferting, without hefitation, ina former part, 
that the Britifh conftitution is the only one that will 
give permanent happinefs to a great and luxurious 
nation, and is peculiarly calculated to give full 
exercife to the beft propenfities of cultivated 
minds, [am the more defirous of doing this, be- 
caufe it feems to me that moft of the political 
writers on the Continent, and many of my coun- 
trymen, have not attended to important circum- 
{tances which diftinguifh our con{titution from the 
States General of France and other countries, 
The repubticans in France have, fince the Revo- 
lution, employed the pains in fearching their re- 
cords, which ought to have been taken before 
the convocation of the States, and which would 
probably have prevented that ftep altogether. 
They have fhewn that the meetings of the States, 
if we except that in 1614 and 1483, were uni- 
formly occafions of mutual contefts between the 
different Orders, in which the interefts of the na- 
tion and the authority of the Crown were equally 
forgotten, and the kingdom was plunged into all 
the horrors of a rancorous civil war. Of this 
they give us a remarkable inftance during the 
captivity of King John in 1355 and 1356, the 
horrors of which were hardly excceded by any 
thing that has happened in ourdays, They have 
fhewn the fame difmal confequences of the affen- 
bly of the different Orders in Brabant ; and fill 
more remarkably in Sweden and Denmark, where 
they have frequently produced a revolution and 
change of government, allof which have termi- 
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nated in the abfolute government, either of the. 
Crown, or of one of the contending Orders. They 
laugh at the fimplicity of the Britifh for expe- 
ing that the permanent fruits of our conftitution, 
which is founded on the fame jarring principles, 
fhall be any better ; and affert, that the peaceable 
exercife of its feveral powers for fomewhat more 
than a century, (a thing never experienced by 
us in former times,) has “proceeded from circum- 
{tances merely accidental. With much addrefs 
they have felected the former difturbances, and 
have connected them by a fort of principle, "Toas 
tö fupport their fyftem, ‘* that a States General 

or Parliament, confilting of a reprefentation of 
“ the different claffes of citizens, can never deli- 
“ berate for the general good, but muft always 
“ occupy their time in contentions about their 
“ mutual invafions of privilege, and will faddle 
‘“ every aid to the executive power, with fome 
“ unjuft and ruinous agprandifement of the victo- 
“ rious Order,” They have the effrontery to 
give the MaGna CHARTA as an inftance of an 
vfurpation of the great feudatories, and have re- 
prefented itin fuch a light as to make it the game 
of their writers and of the tribunes.—All this 
they have done ia order toreconcile the minds of 
the few thinking men of the nation to the aboli- 
tion of the different Orders of the State, and to 
their National Convention in the form of a chao- 
tic maf of Frenchmen, one and indivifible : 


Non bene jundarum difcordia femina rerum, 
Ubi frigida puegnabant calidis, humentia ficis, 
Mollia cum duris, fine pondere habentia pondus, 


Their reafonings would be juft, ¿nd their proofs 
from hiftory would be convincing, if their pre- 
giifes 
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tnifes were true ; if the Britih Parliament were 
really an aflembly of three Orders, either perfon- 
ally, or by repreientation, deliberating apart, each 
having a veto on the decilions of the other twa. 
And I apprehend that moft of my countrymen, 
who have not had occafion to canvas the fubjec& 
with much attention, fuppofe this to be really the 
Britifh Conftitution: for, in the ordinary table 
converfations on the fubject, they feldom go far- 
ther, and talk with great complacence of the bal- 
ance of hoftile powers, of the King as the umpire 
of differences, and of the peace and profperity 
that refults from the whole, 

But I cannot help thinking that this isa mifcon- 
ception, almoft in every circumitance. Ido not 
know any oppolite interefts in the State, except 
the general one of the governor and the governed, 
the king and the fubjeét.—lIf there isan umpire 
in our conftitution, it is the houfe of Lords—but 
this isnot as a reprefentation of the perfons of 
birth, but as a court of hereditary magiftrates: 
the Peers do not meet to defend their own privi- 
leges as citizens, but either as the counfellors of 
the King, or as judges in the laft refort, The 
privileges for which we fee them fometimes con- 
tend, are not the privileges of the high-born, of 
the great vaffals of the Crown, but the privileges 
of the Houfe of Lords, of the fupreme Court of 
Judicature, or of the King’s Council. In all the 
nations on the Continent, the different Orders, as 
they are called, of the State, are corporations, 
bodies politic, which have jurifdiction within 
themfelves, and rights which they can maintain 
at their own hand, and privileges which mark 
them moft diftinétly, and produce fuch a complete 
feparation between the different Orders, that they 
Gan no more mix than oil and water, Yet the 
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great prefident Montefquieu fays, that the Pectape 
of England isa lody of Nobility ; and he ufes the 
term ody in the {tri fenfe now mentioned, as fy- 
nouymous to corporation. He has repeatedly ufed 
this term to denote the fecond order of French- 
pores perfons of noble birth, or ennobled, (that 
is, vefed in the privileges and diftinéions aF the 
Att born, ) united by Jaw, and having authority 
to maintain their privileges. The hiftory of 
trance, nay of our own country, fhows us that 
this body may enjoy all its diftin€tions of nobility, 
and that the Great Barons may enjoy the preroga- 
tivesof their baronies, although the authority of 
the Crown is almoft annihilated.—We have no 
cogent reafon, therefore, for thinking that they 
will be conftantly careful to fupport the authority 
of the Crown; and much lef to believe that they 
will, at the fame time, watch over the liberties 
of the people. In the election of their reprefenta- 
tives, (for the whole body of the gentlemen muft ap- 
pear by reprefentation,) we muft not expect that 
they will {elect fuch of their own number as will 
take care of thofe two effential objects of our con- 
ftitution,—Equally jealous of the spray ofthe 
Crown and of the encroachments of all thofe whe 
are not gentlemen, and even fearful of the af- 
fumptions of the Great Barons, the powerful in- 
dividuals of their own order, they will always 
choofe fuch reprefentatives as will defend their 
own rights in the frit place. Such perfons are by 
no means fit for maintaining the proper authority 
of the Crown, and keeping the re _prefentativ esof 
the lower clafies within proper bounds. 

But this is not the nature of our Houte of Lords 
in the prefentday. It was fo termerly in a great 
mealure, and had the fame ciiects as in other 
countries, But fince the Revolution, the Peers 

of 
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of Great-Britain have no important privileges which 
relate merely or chiefly to birch. Thefe -all refer 
to their funétions as Magiftrates of the Supreme 
Court. The King can, at any time, place in this 
Houfe any eminent perfon whom he thinks worthy 
of the office of hereditary magiftrate. The Peers 
are nob} te—that i is, remarkable, illuftrious ; a are 

not neceffarily, nor in every inftance, perions of 
high birth. ‘This [Toute therefore is not, in pe 
fort, the reprefertative of what i is called in France 
the ] Noblefic iag particular catt of the nation ;—nor 
is it a junction of the proprietors of the great fees 
of the Crown, as fuch ;—for many, very many, of 
the greateft baronies are in the hands of thofe we 
call Commoners. —Ticy fit as the King’s Counfel- 
lors, or as Judges. —Tierefore the mei nbers of our 
Upper Fioufe are not fwayed by the prejudices of 
any clafs of the citizens. ‘They are hereditary ma- 
eiftrates, created by the Sovereign, tor his counfel, 
to defend his prerogatives, to hold the balance be- 
tween the throne and the people. The greateft part 
of the Nobility (in the continentai fenfe of the word) 
are not called into this Houfe, but they may be 
members of the Lower Powter which we cal! the 
Commons; nay the fons and the brothers of the 

Peers are in the fame fituation. The Peers there- 
fore cannot be hoftile or indiferent to the liberty, 
the rights, or tne ha eppinels of the Commons, with- 

out being the enemies of their own famili es. 

Nor is our Fioufe of Commens at all fimilar to 
the Third Effate of any of the neighbouring king- 
coms, They are not the reprefentatives of the i ig 
nobly born, or of any clafs of citizens. The mem- 
bers are the proper reprefentatives of the whele na- 
tion, and confit of perlons at every clafs, perions 
of the highelt birth, perions of creat fortune, perions 
of education, of knowlege, of ralents, 
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Thus the caufes of diffenficn which refer to the 
diftinétive rights or prerogatives of the different 
claffes of citizens are removed, becaufe in each 
Houle there are many individuals felected from all 
the claffes. 

A Peer, having attained the higheft honours of 
the ftate, mutt be an enemy to every revolution. 
Revolution muft certainly degrade him, whether it 
places an abfolute monarch, ora democratic junto, 
on the throne. 

The Sovereign naturally looks for the fupport of 
the Upper Houle, and in every meafure agreeable 
to the conftitution, and to the public weal, exerts 
his influence on the Houfe of Commons. Here 
the character of the monarch and his choice of mi- 
nifters muft appear, as in any other conftitution ; 
but with much lefs chance of danger to political li- 
berty.—The great engine of monarchy in Europe, 
has been the jarring privileges of the different Or- 
ders; and the Sovereign, by fiding with one of 
them, obtained acceffions of prerogative and pow- 
er.—It was thus that, under the Houfe of Tudor, 
our conftitution advanced with hafly ftrides to ab- 
folute monarchy; and would have attained it, had 
James the Firft been as able as he was willing to fe- 
cure what he firmly believed to be the divine rights 
of his Crown. 

I do not recolleét hearing the lower ranks of the 
State venting much of their difcontents againft the 
Peers, and they feem to perceive pretty clearly 
the advantages arifing from their prerogatives. 
They feem to look up to them as the firft who will 
protec&t them againft the agents of fovereignty. 
They know that a man may rife from the loweft 
{tation to the peerage, and that in that exaltation 
he remains connected with themfelves by the aate 
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eft ties; and the Houfe of Commons take no eS 
fence at the creation of new Peers, becaufe the 
privileges as a Court, and their private rights, are 
not affected by it. Accordingly, the Houfe has al- 
ways opposed every project of limiting the King’s 
prerogative in this re{pect. 

How unlike ts all this to the conftitution cenfitt- 
ing of the pure reprefentatives of the Privileged 
Orders of the Continental States. The felf-con- 
—ceited conftitutionalifts of France faw fomething 
in the Britifh Parliament which did not fall in with 
their own bajty notions, and prided themfelves in 
not copying from us. This would have indicated 
great poverty of invention in a nation accuftemed 
to confider itfeif as the teacher of mankind. The 
moft fenfible.of them, however, wifhed to have a 
conititution which they called an improvement of ours: 
and this was the fimple plan of a reprefentation of the 
two or three Orders of the State. Their Upper 
Houle fhould contain the representatives of 100,c00 
nobleffe. The Princes of the Blood and Great 
Barons fhould fit in it of their own right, and the 
reft by deputies. The Lower Houfe, or Tiers Etat, 
fhould cenfift of deputies from thefe ignobly born ; 
{fuch as merchants, perfons in the lower offices of 
the law, artifans, peafants, and a {mall number of 
frecholders. Surely it needs no deep reflection to 
teach ws what fore of deliberations would occupy 
fuchahoufe. It would be a moft ufeful occupation 
however, to perufe the hiftory of France; and ofother 
nations, and fee what bari did occupy the Tiers Etat 
thus conftructed, and what were their proceedings, 
their decifions, ‘and the fteps which they took to 
make them effectual. Ihave no doubt but that this 
fiudy would cure moft of our advocates for general 
eligibility, and for general fuffiage. I have lately 
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read Velley and Villarec’s Hiftory of France, (by 
the bye, the Abbé Barruel has thewn that the Club 
d’Holbach managed the puolication of this Hif- 
tory after tne fird eight or ten voluaics, and flipped 
iato it Many things tuitec to their impious projec, ) 
and the accounts cf the troubdlefiime reigns of John, 
and Charles his fuccefior, by authors who wrote 
tong betore the Revolution; and they filled me wich 
horror, Ehe only inftance that] met with of any 
thing like moderation in the claims and difputes of 
the different Orders of their States General, and of 
patriotifm, or regard for the general interefts of the 
State, is in their meetings during the minority of 
Charles VIIL 

With refocet to the limitations of the eligibility 
into the Houfe of Commons, [think that there can 
be no doubt that thote fhouid be excluded whofe 
habits of needy and laborious lite have precluded 
them from all opportunities of accuiring fome gene- 
ral views of political relations. Such perfons are 
totally unfit for deliberations, where general or 
comprelienfive views only are to be the fubjects of 
difcufion ; they can have ro conceptions of the fub- 
ject, and therefore ao fteacy notions or opinicns, 
but muft change them after every fpeaker, and muit 
become the dupes of every demagogue. 

Bur there are ether circumances which make me 
think thar, of all the clafts of citizens, the land 
proprietors ere the Eneft for holding this important 
offer. Ido roc inser this irom their having a mere 
real conneécion with the nation, anda fironger in- 
rereh in its (ate-++) prefer thei on account of their 
general havitsef thaurhs Alack all their erdina- 
ry tranfecctais ave fuch as make them acquainted 
with the isteretis of ovfiers, cat them to confider 
thofe in ceneral pets of vicw ; and, in fhort, moft 
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of their occupations are, in fome degree, pationel. 
‘They are accuftomed to fettle differences betwee 
thofe of lower ftations—they are frequently in che ‘ 
King s commiffion as Juttices of the Peace, All 
thefe circumftances make them much apter fchelars 
in that political knowledge, which is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for a member of the Houfe of Commons. 
But, befides this, I have no hefitation in faying 
thar their turn of mind, their principles of condutt, 
are more generally fuch as become a Senator, than 
thole of any ether clafs of men. This clafs includes 
almoft all men of family. F cannot help think- 
ing that even what is called family pride is a fenti- 
ment in their fa vonr, I am convinced that all our 
properĵrties are ufeful in fociety, and that their bad 
effecis arite wholly from want of moderation in the 
indulgence of them, or fometimes from the impro- 
priety of the occafion on which they are exerted. 
What propenfity is more general than the defire of 
acquiring permanent confderation for ourf=lves and 
ourfamilics ? Whereis the manto be found fo mean- 
apiritec as net to value himfelf fer being born of 
creditable parents, and for creditable comeftic con- 
nections? ds this wrong becauieé it has been abuied? 
So then ts every pre-cminence of office; and the 
directors of ie France are as criminal as 
her former Nobles. his prope nfity of the human 
heart fhould no more te rejected than the defire of 
power. It fhould be regulazed—but it fhould cer- 
tainly be mace ufe of as one of che means of car- 
rying on the national Luftacds, think that we know 
fome of its good ¢ficc<—Ti incites to a certain pro- 
priety cf condué thet is generally agrecable—its 
nonefiv is embelhifhed by a manner that makes it 
incre nealing. There is iomething that we cali the 
behaviour if e Gexileman thet is immediatly and uni- 
formly uncerfeed. “Phe pleinch peafane or labour- 
er 
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er will fay of a man whom he efteems in a-certain 
way, “ He is a Gentleman, every bit of him,” — 
cand he is perfectly underftood by all who hear him 
to mean, not a rank in life, but a turn of mind, a 
tenor of conduct that is amiable and worthy, and 
the ground of confidence.—I remark, with fome 
feeling of patriotic pride, -that thefe are phrafes al- 
moft peculiar to our language—in Ruflia the words 
would have no meaning. But there, the Sovereign 
is a defpot, and all but the Gentry are flaves; and 
the Gentry are at no pains to recommend their clafs 
by fuch a diftinétion, nor to give currency to fuch 
a phrafe.—I would inter from this peculiarity, that 
Britain is the happy land, where the wifeft ufe has 
been made of this propenfity of the human heart. 

If therefore there be a foundation for this pecu- 
liarity, the Gentry are proper objects of our choice 
for filling the Houle of Commons. 

If theoretical confiderations are cf any value in 
queftions of political difcuffion, I would fay, that 
we have good reafons for giving this clafs cf citizens 
a great fhare in the public deliberations. Befides 
what Ihave already noticed of their habits of confi- 
dering things in general points of view, and their 
feeling acloler connection with the nation than any 
other clafs, I would fay that the power and influence 
which naturally atrach to their being called to offices 
of public truft, will probably be better lodged in 
their hands. If€they are generally felected for thefe 
offices, they come to conficer them as parts of their 
civil condition, as tuations natural to them. They 
will therefore exercile this power and infiuence with 
the moderation and calmnefs of habit,—they are no 
novelties tothe m—-they are notarraid of lofing them; 
—therefore, when in office, they do net catch at the 
opportunities of exercifing them. This is the ordi- 
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nary conduct of men, and therefore is a ground of 
probable-reafoning.—In fhort, 1 fhould expe& from 
our Gentry fomewhat of generofity and candour, 
which would temper the commercial principle, 
which feems to regulate the national tranfactions of 
modern Europe, and whofe effects feem lefs friend- 
ly to the beft interefts of humanity, than even the 
Roman principle of glory. 

The Reader will now believe that I would not 
recommend the filling the Houle of Commons with 
merchants, although they feem to be the natural Re- 
prefentatives of the monied intereft of the nation. 
But Ido not with to confider that Houfe as the Re- 
prefentative of any Orders whatever, or to difturb 
its deliberations with any debates on their jarring 
interefts. The man of purely commercial notions 
difclaims all generofity—recommends honefty be- 
caufe it is the beft policy—in fhart, “ places the 
« value of a thing in as much money as’twill bring.” 
I fhould watch the conduct ef fuch men more nar- 
rowly than that of the Nobles. Indeed, the hiftory 
of Parliament will fhow that the Gentry have not 
been the moft venal part of the Houfe. The Ilu- 
mination which now dazzles the world aims diredtly 
at multiplying the number of venal members, by 
filling the fenates of Europe with men who may be 
bought at a low price. Minifterial corruption is 
the fruit of Liberty, and freedom dawned in this na- 
tion in Queen Elizabeth’s time, when her minifter 
bribed Wentworth. A wife and free Legiflation 
will endeavour to make this as expenfive and trou- 
blefome as poffible, and therefore will neither ad- 
mit univerfal fuffrage nora very extenfive eligibility. 
Thefe two circumftances, befides opening a wider 
door to corruption, tend to deftroy the very inten- 
tion of all civi! conftitutions. The grear object in 
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them is, to make a great number of peop! e happy. 
Some men piace their chief enjoyment in meafuring 
their ftrength with others, and love to be continually 
employed in canvafit: ng, intri; guing, and ETA on 
fome little pieces of a fort of public bufinefs ; 
fuch ee universal fuffrage and eligibility would be 
parad ife—bui it is to be “hoped thatthe number of 
fuch is not very great: for this occupation mui be 
Ackoinpanted by “much difquict among their neigh- 
bours, much difienfion, and mutual ofrence and ill- 
will—-and the peaceabie, the indolent, the {udious, 
and the half ot the nation, the women, wul be grear 
iufferers by all this. Ina nation pofefing many 
of the comforts and pleafures of life, the hupoiett 
government 18 that which will leave the ereatett 
number pofibie totally unoccupied with national 
afairs, and at full liberty to enjoy all aiid domef- 
tic end focial pleatures, and to do this wits freurity 
and permanency. Great limitations in die rignt of 
electing feems therefore a circutaltance neceffary 
for this purpoie; and limitations are equally ne- 
ceffary on the eligibility. When the offices of 
power and emelument are open to ail, the fcrambie 
becomes univerfal, and the nation is never at peace. 
The read to a feat in Parliament fhould be acceSi- 
ble to all; but it ould be long, fo thar many 
things, which all may in ui Gouin, fhail be re- 
quifite for qualifying the candidate. The road 
fhoul 2ifo be fuch that all Mould be induced ro walk 
in it, in the profecution of their ordinary befine’s; 
and their admiffion into public cfices fhould de pend 
on the progrefs which they have made in the ad- 
vancemcent of their own fortunes. Such regula- 
tions would, I think, give the greatett chance of 
filing the offices with 3 perions ct t for them, by 
their 
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their talents, their experience, and their habits of 
thinking. Thefe habits, and the views of life which 
a man forms in confequence of his fituation, are of 
the utmoft importance. 
After all thefe obfervations, I muft fill recur to 
a pofition which I have repeated more than once, 
namely, that our conftitution, which nearly em- 
Braces all thefe circumftances, has attained its pre- 
fent excellence chiefly in confequence of the innate 
worth ofthe Britifh character. About the time of 
the Conqueft, our conftitution hardly differed from 
that of France. But ihe clafhing of interefts be- 
tween the different Orders,of the fubjecéts was not 
fo rancorous and obftinate—thefe Orders melted 
more eafily together—the purity ef the principle 
of Reprefentation in the States was lefs attended 
to; and while the French Peers gradually left off 
minding any bufinefs but their own, and left the 
High Court of Judicature to the lawyers, and the 
King to his Cabinet Council, the Peers of Great 
Britain, overlooking their own lefs important diftinc- 
tions, attended more to the State, became a perma- 
nent Council to the Sovereign in the adminiftration 
and legiflation; and, with a patriotifm and a pati- 
ence that are unknown to the ocher Grandees of 
Europe, continued to hear and to judge in all quef- 
tions of juftice and property between the inferior 
citizens of the State. \Britifh Liberty is the highly- 
prized fruit of all this worthy conduct, and moft 
people afcribe it to the fuperior fpirit and indepen- 
dence of the national character. It ftrikes me, 
however, as more furely indicating fuperior virtue, 
and more judicious patriotifm ; and our happy con- 
{titution is not more juftly entitled to the admira- 
tion and refpec&t that is paid to it by all Europe, 
3A than 
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than to the affectionate and grateful attachment of 
every true-hearted Briton. 

Since the publication of this volume I have feen 
a very remarkable work indeed, on the fame fub- 
ject, Memoires pour fervir a l Hiftoire du Facobinifme, 
par M. P Abbé Barruel. This author confirms all 
that I have faid of the Enlighteners, whom he very 
aptly calls Philofopbifts ; and of the abufes of Free 
Matonry in France. He fhows, unequeftionably, 
that a formal and fyf{tematic confpiracy againft Re- 
ligion was formed and zealoufly profecuted by Vol- 
taire, d'Alembert, and Diderot, affifted by Frede- 
ric I]. King of Pruffia; and I fee that their princi- 
ples and their manner of procedure have been the 
fame with thofe of the German atheifts and anar- 
chifts. Like them they hired an Army of Writers ; 
they induftrioufly pufhed their writings into every 
houfe and every cottage. Thofe writings were 
equally calculated for inflaming the fenfual appetites 
of men, and for perverting their judgments. They 
endeavoured to get the command of the Schools, 
particularly thofe for the lower claffes; and they 
erected and managed a prodigious number of Cir- 
culating Libraries and Reading Societies. M. Bar- 
ruel fays, that this gang of public corruptors have 
held their meetings for many years in the Hotel de 
Holbach at Paris, and that Voltaire was their hono- 
rary Prefident. The moft eminent members were 
d Alembert, Diderot, Condorcet, La Harpe, Turgot, 
Lamoignon. They took the name of GEconomists, 
and affected to be continually occupied with plans 
for improving Commerce, Manufactures, Agricul- 
ture, Finance, &c. and publifhed from time to 
time refpectable performances on thofe fubjeéts.— 
But their darling project was to deftroy Chriftianity 
and all Religion, and to bring about a total saa 
Or 
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of Government. They employed writers to com- 
pole corrupting and impious books—thefe were 
revifed by the Society, and corrected till they fuited 
their purpofe. A number were printed in a hand- 
fome ‘manner, to defray the expence; and then a 
much greater number were printed in the cheapeft 
form poffible, and given for nothing, or at very 
low prices, to hawkers and pedlars, with injunctions 
to diftribute them fecretly through the cities and 
villages. They even hired perfons to read them to 
conventicles of thofe who had not learned to read.* 
(See vol. i. 343—355-) 

Tam particularly ftruck by a pofition of Abbé 
Barruel, “ That Irreligion and unqualified Liberty and 
« Equality are the genuine and original Secrets of Free 
«© Majfonry, and the ultimatum of a regular progrefs 
<“ through all its degrees.” He fupports this re- 
markable pofition with great ingenuity, and many 
very pertinent facts. I confefs that now, when I 
have got this impreffion, I fhall find it very difficult 
to efface it: But] muft alfo fay, that this thought 
never ftruck me, during all the time that I have 

been 


* The author makes an obfervation which is as juft as it is 
agreeable. This atrocious gang folicited, with the moft anxious 
affiduity, the participation and patronage of the great ones of 
the world, and boalt of feveral very exalted names; Frederic 
Il. of Pruffia, whom they call the Solomon of the North, Ca- 
tharine II. Guftavus King of Sweden, the King of Denmark, 
&c. &c. But in the whole feries of their correfpondence there 
is not the leaft trace of any encouragement or any hopes from 
our excellent Sovereign George III. Defpifing the incenfe of 
fuch wretches, and detefting their fcience, he has truly merited 
the title of Philfopher, by having done more for the real Illu- 
mination of the World, by the promotion of true Science, than 
Louis XIV. with his penfioned Academicians, or than all the 
prefent Sovereigns of Europe united ; and has uniformly diftin- 
guifhed himfelf by his regard for true Religion, and every thing 
that is venerable and facred. ‘This omiflion is above all praife! 
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been occupied with it; nor have I ever heard it ex- 
prefied by any Brother, except fuch as had been 
illuminated; and fuch Brethren always confidered 
this as an innovation or improvement on genuine 
Brith Free Mafonry. I recolleét, indeed, that 
Nicholai, in his account cf the German Rofycru- 
clans, fays, that the cbjec&t of Free Mafonry in 
England, fince the time of James II. is Toleration in 
Religious Opinions, as Royalifm had been the objet 
before that time. 

The account which the Abbé gives of the Che- 
valerie du Soleil is very confcrmable to one of the 
three rituals in my poffeffion. His account of the 
Chevalerie de Rofe Croix, and fome others, differs 
confiderably from thofe in my box. I have reafon 
to think that my materials are tranfcripts from the 
rituals, &c. which Rofa introduced into the Ger- 
man Lodges, becaufe the writer of the greateft part 
of them is an inhabitant of that city. 

I think that the Abbé Barruel’s account of this 
matter fugeefts a pleafing reflection. All the Bre- 
thren on the Continent agree in faying, that Free 
Mafonry was imported from Great Britain about 
the beginning of this century, and this in the form 
of a Myftical Society. It has been affiduoufly cul- 
tivated in Britain ever fince that time, and I believe 
that the Fraternity is more numerous here, in pro- 
portion to the population of the country, than in 
any other kingdom; yet in Britain the Brethren 
have never fufpected that its principles were fedi- 
tious or atheiftical, While the Free Mafonry of 
the Continent was tricked up with all the frippery 
of {tars and ribands, or was perverted to the moft 
profligate and impious purpofes, and the Lodges 
became feminaries of Foppery, of Sedition, and 
impiety, it has retained in Britain its original form, 

fimple 
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fimple and unadorned, and the Lodges have re- 
mained the fcenes of innocent merriment, or meet- 
ings of Charity and Beneficence. As the good 
fenfe and found judgments of Britons have preterved 
them from the abfurd follies of Tranfmutation, of 
Ghoft-raifing, and of Magic, fo their honeft hearts 
and their innate good difpofitions have made them 
deteft and reject the mad projects and impious doc- 
trines of Colfmopolites, Epicurifts, and Atheifts. 


O fortunatos nimium, fua fi bona norint 
Anglicolas ! 


I have more confidence than ever in the fenti- 
ment which I exprefled as an encouragement for 
our moral inftructors; and with greater earneft- 
nefs do I call on them to refcue from corruption 
and impending ruin a nation fo highly deferving 
of their care. 

Mr. Barruel, in the eighteenth chapter of his 
work, has fuggefted fome reflections, which highly 
merit attention, and greatly tend to efface the im- 
preffion which is naturaily made on the minds of 
the unthinking and precipitant, when they oblerve 
{fuch a lift of authors, whom they have been accut- 
tomed to admire, all leagued againft Religion. I 
think, however, that nothing can more effectually 
remove it, than whar I have already fhown of the 
vile and difgraceful tricks which thefe fophiits have 
been guilty of to fupport their caufe. The caufe 
of this numerous affociation is diftinty feen in their 
very procedure. The very firft ftep in their pro- 
grefs is depravation of manners. In this they have 
laboured with as much earneftnefs as either Sparta- 
cus, or Minos, or Bahrdt. It was a treat to me to 
learn that La Clofe’s abominable book Les Lieifens 

Darvercnfes, 
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Dangereufes, was not merely pandering for his pa- 
tron Orleans, but alfo working for his mafters at 
the Hotel d'Holbach. Nothing gives {uch certain 
bread to thofe authors, in the beginning of their 
career, as immoral and impure writings ;—and with 
fuch did even their chief fet out, and fill his pock- 
ets; witnefs his Pucelle d'Orleans ; and even after 
they became the /ages of France, they continued, 
either from coarfe tate or from ferious principle, 
for the diabolical purpofe of inflaming the paffions 
of others, to interlard their graveft performances 
with impure thoughts and fentiments. Nay, the 
fecret of the Hotel d’Holbach fhews us that, for 
any thing we Know to the contrary, the vileft pro- 
ductions of their prefs may have been the compofi- 
tions of the octogenary Voltaire, of the fly d’Alem- 
bert, or of the author of the Pere de Famille. What 
a pity it is that the Decline of the Roman Empire was 
not all written in England, and that its learned and 
elegant author, by going into their fociety, has 
allowed himfelf to be drawn into this muddy and 
degrading vortex ! 

I fhould fearcely afk for more to difouft me with 
the philofophy of thefe fages, and to make me dif- 
truft all their pretenfions to knowledge. The 
meannefs of the conduét fuiced the original poverty 
of the whole of them; but its continuance {trips 
them of all claims to the name of philofophers. 
Their pretended wifdom is only cunning,—and we 
muft acknowledge that their conduct was clever : 
for this mean of corruption, concealed or embel- 
lifhed by their talents for fentimental flang, (I can 
give it no better name,) made their converfation 
and their writings moft acceptable to their noble 
patrons.—Now it is that Religion, of neceffity, 
comes on the field; for Religion tells us, that thefe 

are 
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are mean pleafures for creatures born to our prof- 
pects; and Chriftianity tells us, that they are grofs 
tran{greffions of the only juft morality. The progrefs 
of the pupil will now be rapid; for he will liften 
with willing ears to leffons which flatter his paf- 
fions. Yet Voltaire thinks it neceffary to enliven 
the leffons by a little of the /alaifon, quelques bons 
mots a-propos auprès des femmes, which he recom- 
mends to d’Alembert, who, it feems, was deficient 

in this kind of fmall talk. 
Surely all this is very unlike to wifdom; and 
when we fee that it is part of a plan, and this an 
obvious one, it fhould greatly leifen our wonder at 
the number of thefe admired infidels. If we would 
now proceed to examine their pretenfions to fcience, 
on which they found their claim to the name of 
philofophers, we muft be careful to take the word 
in a fenfe that is unequivocal. Its true meaning is 
by no means what is commonly affigned to it, a 
lover of knowledge. Itis a lover of wifdom; and 
philofophy profeffes to teach us what are the con- 
{tituents of human felicity, and what are the means 
of attaining it; what are our duties, and the genc- 
ral rules for our conduct. The ftoics were philo- 
fophers. The Chriftians are alfo philofophers. 
The Epicureans and the Sophifts of France would 
alfo be called philofophers. I have put in my ob- 
‘jection to this claim already, and need not repeat 
my reafons for faying that their doctrines are not 
dictates of wifdom. I fhall only add, that their 
own conduét fhows plainly that their principles had 
no effect on themfelves, becaufe we fee, from the 
feries of correfpondence which Mr. Barruel has laid 
before us, that they do not {cruple to practife vil- 
lanous and hypocritical tricks, which never fail to 
difgrace a man, and are totally irreconcilable with 
our 
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our notions of human dignity. Voltaire patiently 
took a caning from an officer at Frankfort, for ha- 
ving wittily told lies of his fcholar Frederic, and 
his wifdom told him that his honour was cleared by 
offering to meet the Major, each of them provided 
with an injection fyringe. This was thought fub- 
lime wit at Ferney. Ido not fuppofe that the flave 
Epictetus, or the foldier Digby, would have ended 
the affair in this manner. Many of the deeds of 
wifdom of the club d’Holbach were more degrading 
than even this’; and I am confident that the whole 
of this phalanx of fages were confcious that they 
were treated by their patrons and pupils as Voltaire 
was treated by the Solomon of the North, and that 
their notions cf the vraie /ageffé were alfo the fame 
with his. He gives this account of it in his letter 
to his niece: “ Le Roi iui avoit repondu; € j’aurai 
“sbefoin de Voltaire un an tout au plus—On preffe 
“c lorange, et on jette l'écorce.” Je me fuis fait 
“ repeter ces douces paroles’ —( How poor Vol- 
taire would grin!)—** Je vois bien qu’on a preffé 
«© l'orange—il faut penfer à fauver l’ecorce.” 
But, as things ftand at prefent, philofopher means 
a man of fcience, and in this fenfe of the word our 
{ages claim great refpect. No claim can be worfe 
founded. It is amufing to obferve the earneftnefs 
with which they recommend the ftudy of natural 
hiftory. One does not readily fee the connection 
of this with their oftenfible object, the happinefs of 
man. A perufal of Voltaire’s letters betrays the 
fecret. Many years ago he heard that fome obfer- 
vations on the formation of ftrata, and the foffils 
found in them, were incompatible with the age 
which the Mofaic hiftory feems to affign to this 
globe. He mentions this with great exultation 
in fome of his early letters; and, from that time 
forward, 
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forward, never ceafes to enjoin his colleagues to 
prefs the ftudy of natural hitlory and cofmogen Yo 
and carefully to bring forward every fét which wa 
hoftile co the Mofaic acceunis. lt became a ferious 
part of the exercifes of their v patchy pusis, and 
their perplexing di. coveries Vere mom ¢ ler teiouliy 
difplayed. M. de Luc, a very cminenz nocgrabtt, 
has fhewn, in a ietter to the Cueveler Dr dim- 
mermann, (pu vilized, I AE EAT , aD OMe EE EA re A 
how very tcanty the TS wiedre GSi 2 Gofervers 
has been, and how precisitare have bees cL vir cón- 
clufions. For my own pare, I think the affair is 
of jittle confequenze. Mofs. writes the hion, 
not of this globe, but of the race of #dem. 

The fcience of thefe philofophers is sot remarl 
able in other branches, if we eee WE Tiner 
bert’s mathematics*. Yet the imponng conddence 
of Voltaire was foch, that he palits for a person 
fully informed, and he 1 pronounces on every fubject 
with fo much authority, with fach a force of exprei- 
fion, and generally with fo muc clk wit or plealantry, 
that his hearers and readers are faicinated, and fuon 
convinced of what they wifh to be true. 

It is not by tae’ wiidom ner by the profound 
knowledge which thefe writers dilplay, that they 

3 B have 


me 


As 


* Never was there any thing more contemptible than the 
phyfical and mechanical poñtions in Diderot’s great work, the 
Syfteme de la Na: "re, (Barruel affirms, that he was the author, 
and got 100 pifteies for the copy, from the perfon who related 
the {tory to him.) that long ago found that Diderot had affifted 
Robinet to make a book out of his Mafonic Ora tion, which J 
mentioned in page 41. Robinettre%ed to ae derot’s knowledge 
in natural philefophy. Bat the Junto were ahamed of the bock 
De la Nature. Diderot feems to have, after this, read Dr. 
Hartley’s book, and has greatly refined on the crade fytem of 
Robinet. But after ail, the Sypteme de la Nature is corteiaptible, 
if it be confidered as pretending to watt is recsiycd as icience 
by a mechanical phiisiopher. 
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have acquired celebrity, a fame which has been fo 
pernicious. It is by fine writing, by works ad- 
dreffed to the imagination and to the affections, 
by excellent dramas, by affecting moral effays, full 
of exprefiions of the greateft refpect for virtue, the 
moft tender benevolence, and the higheft fenti- 
ments of honour and dignity.—By thefe means 
they fafcinate all readers; they gain the efteem of 
the worthy, who imagine them fincere, and their 
pernicious doétrines are thus fpread abroad, and 
fteal into the minds of the diffolure, the licentious, 
and the unwary. 

But I am writing to Britons, who are confider- 
ed by our neighbours on the Continent as a nation 
of philofophers—to the countrymen of Bacon, 
of Locke, of Newton—who are not to be wheedled 
like children, but muft be reafoned with as men.— 
Voltaire, who decides without hefitation on the cha- 
racter of the moft diftant nations in the moft remote 
antiquity, did not know us: he came among us, 
in the beginning of his career, with the higheft 
expectations of our fupport, and hoped to make his 
fortune by his Pucelle d’Orleans. It was rejected 
with difdain—but we publifhed his Henriade for 
hm: and, notwithftanding his repeated difappoint- 
meats of the fame kind, he durt not offend his 
countrymen by flandering us, but joined in the pro- 
found refpect paid by all to Britith fcience.—Our 
writers, whether on natural or moral {cience, are 
ftill regarded as ftandard claffics, and are ftudied 
with care. Lord Verulam is acknowledged by eve- 
ry man of fcience to have given the firt jut de- 
fcription of true philofophy, pointed out its objects, 
and afcertained its mode of procedure—And New- 
ton is equally allowed to have evinced the propriety 
of the Baconian precepts by his unequalled fuccefs, 


sua 


POSTSCRIPT. 391 


Jud Mathefi facem preferente—The moft celebrated 
philofophers on the Continent are thofe who have 
completed by demonftration the wonderful gueffes 
of his penetrating genius. Bailli, or Condorcet, 
(I forget which,) ftruck with the inconceivable 
reaches of Newton’s thoughts, breaks out, in the 
words of Lucretius, 


Te fequor,O magne gentis decus, inque tuis nunc 
Fixa pedum pono preffis veftigia fignis. 

Tu pater et rerum inventor, tu patria nobis 
Suppeditas precepta, tuifque ex inclute chartis, 
Floriferis ut apes in faltibus omnia libant, 

Omnia nos itidem depafcimur aurea ditta; 
Aurea, perpetud femper digniffima vitd. 


After fuch avowals of our capacity to inftru&t 
ourfelves, fhall we ftill fly to thofe difturbers of the 
world for our leffons ? No—Let us rally round our 
own ftandards—let us take the path pointed out by 
Bacon—let us follow the fteps of Newton—and, to 
conclude, let us ferioufly conûder a moft excellent 
advice by the higheft authority : 

“© Beware of falfe prophets, who come to you 
« in fheep’s cloathing, but inwardly they are rz 
vening wolves—BY THEIR FRUITS YE SHA u 
KNOW THEM—Do men gather grapes of thoris, 
or figs of thiftles ?” 


a A 
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THE END. 


To the Binder. 


* 2 B, and * 2 C, are to be placed before 2 B, 
thefe pages being repeated. 


